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Locatory.com, a member of the Avia 
Solutions Group family, has intro-

duced a new service - aircraft engine 
stands leasing.

“We are working with spare parts 
marketplace for quite some time, and the 
need for this particular service rose au-
tomatically from our clients as we were 
analysing all the data coming into our 
platform. Data is a powerful tool in the 
dynamic aviation industry, and we are 
always looking for a way to implement 
new services in open areas in the indus-

try. Our analysts did research and pointed 
out some new business opportunities, 
which gave us an idea to work more 
closely on this service. We have realised 
that engine stands, even if extremely 
valuable for any MRO or airline, is quite 
a luxurious addition for a hangar. Thus, 
we decide to investigate further the issue 
and the market which led us to believe 
that this service will be highly appreciat-
ed by all our clients, old and new, saving 
everyone’s resources and finance,” says 
Dainius Meilunas, CEO at Locatory.com.

Unilode Aviation Solutions and 
AirBridgeCargo Airlines, part of 

Volga-Dnepr Group has deepened their 
long-standing Unit Load Device (ULD) 
management partnership with the 
rollout of the world’s first digitised main 
deck containers, which are co-branded 
dedicated AMA/AMD fire-resistant con-
tainers (FRC) equipped with a Transmit-
ting Portable Electronic Device (TPED).

The containers, which are manufac-
tured by Nordisk Aviation Products, 
have been designed with the usage of 
the latest technology in fire barriers 
for aviation and are equipped with 
TPEDs based on Unilode’s award-win-
ning Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE 5.0) 
technology. The containers enable to 
track the location of the ULD and the 
cargo being carried in the container, 
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The company starts its service by provid-
ing two options - stands for CFM56A/B and 
CFM56-7 engines. Locatory.com will offer a 
high-quality equipment lease for a preferred 
period so that the clients all around the 
world could productively carry out mainte-
nance operations. The engine stands will be 
checked and certified according to the high-
est standards and quality requirements. In 
addition, the company will offer worldwide 
shipping services for all leasing orders.

“The leasing service will be a straight-
forward process and it will serve as an 
alternative for buying such equipment. 
The client will be able to make a request, 
and Locatory’s staff will come to reach out 
immediately to learn where and when the 
stands have to be delivered, followed by 
basic agreement negotiations. Afterward - 
the only thing left is to choose the shipping 
service and voila! The shipping period of the 
engine stand depends solely on the urgency 
of the situation. Most MROs or airlines are 
planning their maintenance projects in 
advance, but sometimes there is an urgent 
matter and a need to have the stand as soon 
as possible. Our company has the solution 
to make it happen,” says Sigitas Vicius, 
Product Owner at Locatory.com

The first operations will be started in 
Europe and will advance soon enough 
as the first orders are being planned for 
Asia in August 2019.

and transmit status updates on vari-
ous parameters such as temperature, 
humidity, shock and light. The first 
half of the new digitised AMA/AMD 
fire-resistant container fleet will be 
delivered by Unilode by the end of 
June and the rest in September to give 
AirBridgeCargo Airlines time to test 
and introduce them gradually into its 
operations.
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MK Test Systems’ BLRT receives Boeing approval for 
loop and joint testing

MK Test Systems, a world-leading 
manufacturer of automatic 

electrical harness testing systems has 
achieved approval from Boeing for its 
Bond Loop and Joint Resistance Tester 
(BLRT), and can now conduct loop resis-
tance measurement tests on unfuelled 
aircraft. The BLRT may be now used as a 
replacement for the legacy Loop Resis-
tance Testers (LRT) in both production 

and maintenance tasks on all production 
Boeing commercial aircraft.

Carl Bullock, MD of MK Test Systems, 
commented “The approval confirms Boe-
ing’s confidence in the BLRT. We’re proud 
to have developed in partnership with 
The Boeing Company a product which 
makes electrical testing easier and 
quicker for OEMs and MROs all around 
the world.”

The BLRT is a lightweight comprehen-
sive measurement tool that provides 
fully automated data collection capabili-
ties on the integrated computer. The sys-
tem is capable of guiding users through 
complete test sequences using graphic 
and textual user prompts for test set 
up and measurement. Measured values 
and Pass or Fail status is immediately 
reported, results can be automatically 
recorded to customer network resources. 
These enhancements allow users to 
improve two-man jobs to single-person 
assignments that can be completed 
more accurately with as much as 80% 
enhancement in overall labour content.

Demand for the BLRT is expected to 
grow following Boeing approval - with 
a quantity of systems in stock for rapid 
delivery and with a new production lead-
time of just 4 weeks, MK Test Systems is 
prepared for a large uplift in orders.
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An International pioneer in aerospace sector, Airbus leads the industry with designing, manufacturing and delivery of industry-
leading commercial aircraft, helicopters, military transports, satellites and launch vehicles along with providing data services, 

navigation, secure communications, urban mobility and other solutions for customers on a global scale. Laurie Alder, VP, Cus-
tomer Services - South Asia at Airbus speaks about the need of skilled workforce in commercial aviation, challenges faced while 
tacking with customer service domain and their expansion plans in India in an exclusive interview with Swati Ketkar. Read On ..

Exclusive Interview

Q - There is global scarcity of skilled 
workforce, as the fleet size continues to 
grow on one hand, the need for pilots 
and technicians will increase propor-
tionately. What is Airbus plan to tackle 
this problem? 

A – Its true that there’s a scarcity and 
massively growing demand for skilled 
professionals, particularly in India, in 
addition to an issue of staff retention. We 
currently have one flight crew training 
centre in New Delhi hosting one (and 
very soon two) state of the art A320 simu-
lators, and one maintenance training 
centre in Bengaluru. Both can provide full 
Airbus standard courses for pilots and 
technicians, fully approved by DGCA. This 
however is far from enough, and we are 
working on plans to increase our training 
offerings in India for flight crew (pilots 
and cabin), ab-initio for cadets, main-
tenance engineers, and structures, not 
only for A320. Various options are being 
considered including partnerships with 
existing actors in the country.

Q – Customer service in Aviation is 
an extremely reactive and challeng-
ing domain which requires your 24/7 
attention. Can you share with us your 
most challenging experiences so far 
and how did you 

Touchdown@ Airbus South-Asia

solve them?
A – Yes indeed this is a challenging 

domain, and historically has been reac-
tive, but with new digital tools now 
available such as Skywise, we are able to 
convert more and more of the reactive 
aspect into proactive through Skywise 
Predictive Maintenance which allows 
to predict technical issues much more 
accurately before they happen, avoiding 
costly maintenance downtime for our 
customers. We are also enhancing the 
service of our AIRTAC technical support 
centre to be able to provide end-to-end 
technical support including all of the lo-
gistics aspects on a 24/7 basis. For some 
challenging specific technical topics, due 
to the excellent and diligent co-working 
with all major stakeholders, including 
Pratt & Whitney, our customers Indigo 
and GoAir, the DGCA and the MoCA, 
solutions are now available to the most 
significant items that have caused un-
planned ground-time for our customers. 
The fact that we now have our Customer 
Services team based in New Delhi, closer 
to these main stakeholders, has helped 
significantly in bringing about these 
solutions.

Laurie Alder
Senior VP, Customer 
Service, South Asia, 

AIRBUS

Q – Can you tell us about the MRO 
services that Airbus provides in India?

A – Through our Flight Hour Services 
(FHS) and Tailored Support Program 
(TSP), we offer component on-site stock, 
pool access, repair, overhaul and com-
ponent engineering services, plus fleet 
technical management for our customer 
Vistara, for guaranteed component and 
aircraft availability. The word “tailored” 
means precisely that, our maintenance 
offerings can include pretty much what-
ever MRO services the customer wants. 
We are also considering everything from 
green-field build through to partner-
ships with existing actors to develop 
further MRO offerings in the region.

Q – Airbus has recently opened a 
new training facility in Delhi.  Can 
you share some of the features of this 
facility? How is it different from other 
Airbus facilities?

A – As mentioned, our new DGCA 
approved flight training facility in New 
Delhi has two brand new state of the 
art full flight simulators. We can cur-
rently offer A320 full type rating courses, 
recurrent training, upgrade to command 
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courses, and soon UPRT (upset recovery) 
and A320/A330 CCQ (cross-crew quali-
fication, a short course whereby A320 
pilots can become qualified for A330 
and vice versa). How is it different from 
other Airbus training facilities? Well, 
it’s not, and that’s precisely the point! 
Airbus holds very strict quality and com-
pliance standards for all of our training 
courses whichever training centre they 
are performed in, undergo the same 
auditing process, meaning that all our 

training centres world-wide are of the 
same standard. If I had to state one thing 
that is different from the other training 
centres, it’s the warm Indian welcome 
at every level from the reception to the 
instructors!

Q - Can you share the expansion plans 
of Airbus in the region?

A – Now that we have established our 
Customer Services team in New Delhi of 
around 80 people to be closer to our cus-

tomers in South Asia (India, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives, Nepal, Bhutan & Bangladesh) 
including core services for continued air-
worthiness support such as field service, 
customer support directors and program 
topics like fleet reliability & mainte-
nance cost optimisation, and services 
such as training and FHS/TSP mentioned 
above plus other services like consulting, 
cabin & systems upgrades, flight opera-
tions, connectivity, etc, to best meet the 
needs of our South Asian customers: for 
example, more comprehensive regional 
spares availability through our subsid-
iary Satair and a broader suite of flight 
operations software solutions through 
our subsidiary Navblue, plus leverag-
ing our Skywise data platform to offer 
digital services enabling our customers 
to benefit from increased aircraft avail-
ability, streamlined flight and airport 
operations and to enhance the overall 
passenger experience. 

Q - Can you tell us something about 
Airbus initiative for improving air traf-
fic management in the country? What 
role does Navblue play in this?

A – Apart from Flight Operations 
software solutions, most of which are 
fleet-agnostic, Navblue brings on-board 
specialised skills in the area of Airspace 
Management. These skills include 
optimisation of Airspace design, RNP 
procedure design and implementation 
support for all stakeholders, including 
the regulators like DGCA, Air Navigation 
Service Providers, AAI in our context, 
and the airlines. Navblue are the leading 
PBN (Performance Based Navigation) 
procedure designers in the world having 
designed more than 850 such procedures. 
In the Asia-Pacific Region, Navblue has 
designed special RNP_AR procedures for 
Kathmandu and Paro Airports, which 
are hugely challenging, and continues 
to develop more such procedures there. 
Navblue is also redesigning the airspace 
at Shanghai airport and entire Vietnam. 
In India, Navblue can provide expert 
services to AAI during implementation of 
GAGAN related procedures and improv-
ing all-weather access to smaller airports 
that will be opened up during expansion 
of Ministry of Civil Aviation’s Regional 
Connectivity Schemes and to get aligned 
with the ministry’s vision 2040 for Indian 
Aviation.
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VD Gulf receives first Boeing 777 type aircraft for base 
maintenance

VD Gulf has received its first Boeing 
777 type aircraft for base mainte-

nance in its wide-body aircraft hangar. 
The Boeing 777 is the latest addition to 
the VD Gulf MRO portfolio of Boeing 
747/ 737CL/NG and Airbus A320 family 
aircraft.

The aircraft that belongs to Iraqi Air-
ways arrived at the VD Gulf hangar to 
undergo heavy C-check and other out o 
phase tasks along with ADs/SBs. VD Gulf 
team took fourteen days for the base 
maintenance work on the aircraft.

Earlier this year, VD Gulf had expanded 

its capabilities and approval to this mod-
el aircraft. The Boeing 777 core mainte-
nance team comprises of EASA approved 
engineers and specialists have more 
than a few years of Boeing 777 MRO ex-
perience. This product together with the 
other Boeing models maintained by VD 
Gulf makes the company the best place 
for maintaining Boeing airplanes.

Ayrat Gilmutdinov, VD Gulf Direc-
tor Commercial said: “We are always 
developing and looking into the future 
together with our Customers, therefore, 
in connection with the trend of many 
operators moving to the Boeing 777 
type aircraft, it was important for us 
to respond in a timely manner to our 
customers’ requests. We are grateful for 
the trust given by Iraqi Airways to VD 
Gulf and are confident in the quality and 
timeliness of our services”.
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ST Engineering Aerospace arm sets up MRO JV 
with Vietnam Airlines

Triumph, Jaunt Air Mobility sign 
engineering service contract

The aerospace arm of Singapore Technologies Engineering and 
Vietnam Airlines Engineering Company (VAECO) has incorpo-

rated a new joint venture company, Vietnam Singapore Technologies 
Engineering Aerospace Co. Ltd. (JVCo), in Vietnam.

By setting up the JVCo, the company can establish its Group’s first 
presence in Vietnam. The JVCo was set up with a paid up capital of 
US$3.9m (approximately S$5.3m) to offer component Maintenance, 
Repair & Overhaul (MRO) solutions. VAECO has 51 per cent stake in 
the JVCo and ST Engineering has a 49 per cent.

The JVCo will leverage Vietnam Airlines’ current maintenance 
facilities at Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi and Tan Son Nhat 
International Airport in Ho Chi Minh City by investing in new infra-
structure to carry out component MRO work at these facilities.

The new component MRO facilities will start its operations in mid-2019 
to cater to Vietnam Airlines’ requirements and the region’s rising needs 
for aircraft component MRO services. These facilities will be able to sup-
port aircraft types including but not limited to the A320 Family, A350, 
Boeing 787 and ATR72, and perform MRO work on pneumatics, electrical 
components, hydraulics, wheels and brakes as well as safety equipment.

“Asia is a key region driving the growth of the global commercial aero-
space sector. A presence in Vietnam, which enjoys double-digit growth 
in the air travel sector, will enable us to better capture that growth with 
an expanded MRO network in the region,” said Lim Serh Ghee, President 
of ST Engineering’s Aerospace sector. “Our partnership with Vietnam Air-
lines, which has existing maintenance facilities in the country, not only 
enables us to set up capabilities within a very short timeframe but also 
allows us to start operating with a ready base-load.”

Triumph Aerospace Structures business unit has signed a non-
binding memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Jaunt Air 

Mobility at the Uber Elevate Summit in Washington, D.C. to provide 
engineering services in support of Jaunt’s all electric Vertical Takeoff 
and Landing (eVTOL) concept air vehicle. Triumph will help Jaunt in 
their efforts to develop and build a full-scale demonstration aircraft 
based on Jaunt’s reduced rotor operating speed aircraft (ROSA) in sup-
port of urban air mobility (UAM) operations.

“Working with Jaunt and our other partners, Triumph will help 
bring ROSA to reality,” said Kaydon Stanzione, CEO of Jaunt Air Mobil-
ity. “Triumph’s experience in innovative structural design is essential 
for streamlining future certification of Jaunt’s unique configuration.”

“We are excited to be a key contributor to Jaunt’s new air vehicle 
concept. Triumph’s experience in aircraft design, development, and 
certification, demonstrates the capabilities required to bring the 
Jaunt eVTOL air vehicle to reality, and achieve their programme 
milestones consistent with the growing market potential for 
eVTOL aircraft and Uber’s vision for all-electric, on-demand avia-
tion,” said Michael G. Engers, Vice President, Strategy and Business 
Development.

The aircraft structure will be designed by Triumph Aerospace Struc-
tures in such a way that it will optimise weight, cost, and producibili-
ty in support of the programme. Triumph’s Technology and Engineer-
ing Centre in Arlington, Texas will provide the engineering services.
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EmbraerX introduces new flying vehicle concept for future 
urban air mobility

KLM UK 
Engineering, WestJet 
sign contract for 
line maintenance 
support

United Airlines connect to Airbus’ open-data 
platform, Skywise

KLM UK Engineering has signed 
a line maintenance contract 

with Canadian Airlines, Westjet at 
Glasgow on their Boeing 737 fleet.

Alan Lawson, Line Maintenance 
Manager at KLM UK Engineer-
ing said, “We are delighted that 
WestJet has chosen KLM UK 
Engineering to fulfil this contract 
at Glasgow and we are looking 
forward to developing this work-
ing partnership further during the 
coming years.”

Jason Munroe, Senior Category 
Manager in Strategic Procurement 
at WestJet said, “This is an exciting 
time for WestJet’s network expan-
sion and we are eager to enter into 
this new contract for line main-
tenance support from KLM UK 
Engineering to cover our Glasgow 
operations.”

United Airlines has signed a contract 
with Airbus to use the open-data 

platform, Skywise. United will use 
Airbus’ Skywise to enhance all aspects 
of its maintenance and engineering 
operations on its Airbus fleet.

Skywise has helped the airline to 
store, access, manage and analyse data 
more efficiently while also benchmark-
ing against other airline users’ trends. 
Skywise offers all technology elements 
in one place, including data warehous-
ing, alerting, visualisation and even 
machine learning packages permitting 
United and other airlines to nimbly 
develop and deploy their own analyti-
cal products.

Furthermore, Skywise also easily 
connects with the data integration plat-
form, Palantir Foundry. United started 
using this platform in 2018 and the 
combination of Palantir Foundry and 
Airbus’ Skywise will provide United 
with the data and tools to enhance its 
operational reliability.

EmbraerX has introduced a new elec-
tric flying vehicle concept at the Uber 
Elevate Summit 2019 in Washington, 
D.C.

The aircraft concept which is known 
as eVTOL has an electric vertical take-
off and landing capability and is a part 
of the EmbraerX multi-project ap-
proach. Embraer’s disruptive business 

subsidiary is working on a collaborative 
effort to facilitate and accelerate the 
urban mobility ecosystem.

This new aircraft concept comes from 
a wide range of tests and simulations, 
aiming at operational optimisation for 
the urban environment, considering 
high reliability, a lower noise footprint, 
low operating costs, fully electric pow-

ered and progressively autonomous.
“As a market accelerator committed to 

developing solutions to transform life’s 
experiences, we have been combining 
human-centered design thinking with 
our 50-year history of building and 
engineering expertise in a unique man-
ner. These are the factors behind the 
technical progress and leading-edge in-
novations we are bringing to this new 
eVTOL concept,” said Antonio Campello, 
President & CEO, EmbraerX.

“Embraer’s team focused on the 
customer experience with their latest 
vehicle concept, using built-in redun-
dant systems to achieve optimal safety, 
while also achieving low noise output 
with an eight rotor system, which 
enables span-wise lift. Our team looks 
forward to continued collaboration 
with the Embraer team to achieve a 
quiet, green, and safe, aerial ridesharing 
vehicle,” said Mark Moore, Engineering 
Director of Aviation, Uber.

“We are proud to partner with Airbus 
and Palantir on this new data platform, 
which will allow us to maximise the 
performance of our Airbus fleet by ana-
lysing the best data we have available 
and using those insights to continuous-
ly improve our operation,” said Praveen 
Sharma, United’s Vice President of 
Digital Products and Analytics.

“Skywise will bring significant 
value by unlocking data, which will 
power operational efficiency in aircraft 
maintenance and flight operations 
for United Airlines’ fleet,” said Marc 
Fontaine, Airbus’ Digital Transforma-
tion Officer. 
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Dallas Airmotive joins 
MRO Insider’s network of 
maintenance providers

CAAS, CAANZ collaborate to enhance 
aviation safety

Dallas Airmotive, a subsidiary of BBA Aviation 
company has been added to MRO Insider’s list 

of subscribed marketplace facilities. Dallas Airmo-
tive is the company’s second international MRO 
and it has facilities in North America, Europe, South 
America, Africa and Asia.

“Adding Dallas Airmotive to our network allows us 
to continue to expand the resources available to our 
growing list of over 600 registered corporate aircraft,” 
said Andy Nixon, Co-founder and VP of Sales “Despite 
having a handful of engine maintenance providers 
already subscribed, we hope to really begin to ramp up 
the number of engine and APU work being requested 
through the site, especially the TFE731, JT15D, and 
PW300/PW500 lines”.

“As a leading independent engine MRO provider, we’re 
proud to represent our 11 facilities and AOG field services 
to MRO Insider’s userbase,” said Mark Stubbs, Chief Com-
mercial Officer of Dallas Airmotive. “We hope the online 
platform will allow operators to discover our engine 
services as solutions to their maintenance needs.”

The Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) and Civil Aviation 
Authority of New Zealand (CAANZ) has signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU)) to strengthen cooperation in enhancing aviation 
safety. The MoU will help in sharing of aviation safety information, train-
ing and knowledge exchange in safety policy development through joint 
seminars, research projects and studies on aviation safety topics.

This MoU will also help both the parties to work towards conclud-
ing bilateral technical arrangements which will facilitate reciprocal 
acceptance of approvals and certificates in areas such as airworthiness 
maintenance and certification. By doing so, they will lessen the dupli-
cation of regulatory audits and associated regulatory costs.

Director-General of CAAS, Kevin Shum said, “This collaboration with CAANZ 
cements the longstanding relationship between our agencies. It provides a 
platform for both civil aviation authorities to further enhance bilateral ties 
and raise aviation safety standards for our respective air transport sectors.”

Director of Civil Aviation and CEO of CAANZ, Graeme Harris said, 
“New Zealand sees real benefit from this partnership approach 
in the highlighted areas of airworthiness certification and main-
tenance arrangements, aviation safety information sharing, and 
training and knowledge exchange. Greater collaboration will en-
able us to share knowledge and experiences to benefit the aviation 
system.”
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Defence exclusive
RUAG welcomes Bangladesh Navy’s Dornier 
228 aircraft for 72-month inspection

Czech Ministry of Defence contracts AERO 
to maintain 16 L-159 aircraft

RUAG MRO International, the original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM) 

of the Dornier 228, welcomes the first 
of two Bangladesh Navy (BN) Dornier 
228-212 special mission aircraft for its 
72-month inspection. The MRO contract 
was signed at the Directorate General of 
Purchase (DGDP) in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

This first aircraft was ferried from 
its home-base by a crew comprised of 

RUAG technical pilots and BN mainte-
nance technicians, arriving at the OEM’s 
production and assembly site at Oberp-
faffenhofen, Germany, on 26 May 2019.

The contract between Dornier 228 
OEM, RUAG MRO International, and 
Bangladesh Navy ensures specialist 
MRO support for the two special mission 
Dornier 228-212. According to the terms 
of the contract, RUAG is also set to use 

AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s. has 
been contracted by Czech Ministry 

of Defence for maintenance of 16 L-159 
aircraft in four years. The PP16 contract 
is worth CZK1.6 billion.

The PP16 is the second regular mainte-
nance check of single seat L-159s. The first 

ever check was which was performed by 
Aero in 2009-2013. The PP16 contract con-
sists of the renewal of the operating period 
for the next eight years. The maintenance 
work comprises of checking all parts of the 
aircraft including all the equipment.

Several other upgrades are part of the 

the 72-month MRO inspections to assist 
BN maintenance technicians with main-
tenance training for expanding their 
work experience. Commodore Zahir, 
Director Purchase Bangladesh Navy, and 
Michael Franz, Director Customer Sup-
port Dornier 228, RUAG MRO Interna-
tional, were on hand for the signing of 
the contract.

BN relies on their special mission 
Dornier 228s to support surveillance and 
patrol flights for all aspects of mari-
time security, exclusive economic zone 
control, and search and rescue (SAR) 
operations.

“Our efforts in these naval and coast 
guard surveillance activities help 
ensure our nation’s safety and eco-
nomic strength,” says Commodore Zahir, 
Bangladesh Navy. “We are confident that 
entrusting these heavy inspections to 
RUAG is essential to secure the reli-
ability and performance we continue to 
expect from our aircraft, as we focus on 
these priorities on behalf of the Bangla-
desh people,” he confirms.

“We are pleased to have Bangladesh 
Navy confirm their trust in us as a reli-
able partner,” states Michael Franz. “Pro-
viding support for their aircraft enables 
their active operations for safeguarding 
their nation’s key resources.”

contract besides the necessary mainte-
nance. One of the upgrades is making 
adjustments to use of NVG (night vision 
goggles): adaptation of the cockpit and 
installation of internal and external air-
plane lighting (positional, anti-collision and 
formation lights). Aero will work with the 
Czech army to make the whole L-159 fleet 
NVG compatible. All L-159T2 aircraft, which 
will enter service of the Czech Air Force in 
the coming days, are prepared for training 
in night vision; adaptation for NVG is also 
part of upgrade of L-159T1 to T1 .

Also another important upgrade is 
installation of ESIS - Electronic Standby 
Instrument System, able to substitute 
different standby instruments and pro-
vide the pilot with attitude, altitude, air-
speed, vertical speed and heading data 
in the event of a panel failure. Aero has 
already installed ESIS to L-159T1 aircraft 
operated by the Czech Army.
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Elbit Systems has launched CONDOR 
MS, a new Long Range Oblique Pho-

tography (LOROP) system that introduc-
es Multi-Spectral (MS) sensing capability 
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) analytics 
to stand-off strategic intelligence gath-
ering missions.

Three high-resolution Electro Optic 
(EO) are integrated by CONDOR MS into 
the Company’s certified and widely 

operational CONDOR2 
system: Visible & 
Near Infra-Red (VNIR), 
Medium-Wave Infrared 
(MWIR), and Short-Wave 
Infrared (SWIR).

The exceptional combi-
nation of multi-spectral 
sensing, high level of 
stabilisation and auto 
image enhancement 
allows the new system 
to intensely spread 
the coverage area in 

day, night and adverse weather condi-
tions thereby boosting the strategic 
reconnaissance output while increas-
ing the survivability of the platforms. 
Deep learning algorithms and accurate 
geo-location allow the CONDOR MS to 
recognise a huge number of targets at 
extremely high rates, hence significantly 
shortening the time frame that is re-
quired to close sensor-to-shooter loops.

SNC receives US Air 
Force contract for life 
saving technology

Northrop Grumman delivers first E-2D 
aircraft to Japan

Elbit Systems launches CONDOR MS Leonardo provides its 
E-scan radar to Canadian 
Armed Forces

Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) has 
received a US Air Force (USAF) con-

tract for system design, development, 
integration and test of the Degraded 
Visual Environment System (DVES) on 
the USAF HH-60G aircraft. This system 
allows pilots to safely takeoff or land in 
aircraft-induced brownout and whiteout 
conditions, permitting them to move 
past operational limitations and address 
a challenge that costs the US military in 
both lives and equipment.

“We are honoured to provide the 
most advanced and capable DVE solu-
tion available today to our country’s 
combat search and rescue aircrews,” 
said Greg Cox, executive vice president 
for SNC’s Electronic & Information Sys-
tems business area. “Our DVE solutions 
leverage over a decade of experience 
and investment to provide the most 
mature, safe and comprehensive solu-
tion available for mitigating the effects 
of DVE.

Northrop Grumman Corporation has 
delivered its first E-2D Advanced 

Hawkeye to the Japanese Air Self-De-
fence Force (JASDF) on March 29.

The Japan Ministry of Defence com-
petitively selected the Northrop Grum-
man E-2D on November 2014 to fulfil 
an emerging next-generation airborne 
early warning requirement.

“Northrop Grumman’s longstanding 
partnership with Japan is beginning a 
new chapter with the delivery of the 

first Japan E-2D,” said Jane Bishop, Vice 
President and integrated product team 
leader, manned airborne surveillance 
programmes, Northrop Grumman. 
“This aircraft provides a significant 
increase in early warning and surveil-
lance capability to outpace Japan’s 
evolving security needs.”

Since 1983, Japan has operated the 
Northrop Grumman E-2C Hawkeye 
and is the largest E-2 operator outside 
the US.

Leonardo has signed a multi-million 
Euro contract with QinetiQ to pro-

vide a number of PicoSAR Active Elec-
tronically Scanned Array (AESA, also 
known as ‘E-Scan’) radars. The radars 
will be used for the new unmanned 
Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Ac-
quisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) 
aircraft that have been ordered by the 
Canadian Armed Forces. Leonardo has 
designed and manufactured the radar 
in Edinburgh, UK. The Canadian mili-
tary units will employee the PicoSAR 
at sea and on land, for both domestic 
and international operations.

PicoSAR has flown on more than 10 
different aircraft making it is an ex-
tremely flexible system. The radar has 
been flown in Oceania, the Far East, 
North Africa, Europe, the Middle East, 
North America and South America 
and has been obtained by over 10 
customers.
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Executives in Focus

Cirrus Aircraft appoints Zean Nielsen as 
new Chief Executive Officer

StandardAero appoints Roger Ross 
as President, Airlines & Fleets

Nathaniel Pieper to join Alaska 
Airlines as Senior Vice President

Bii appoints 
James Burley as 
new Commercial 
ManagerCirrus Aircraft has selected Zean 

Nielsen to succeed Co-founder Dale 
Klapmeier as their next Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO). Nielsen has held various 
senior leadership roles at organisations 
like, including Tesla Motors, James Har-
die and Bang & Olufsen.

“Cirrus Aircraft has a remarkably 
bright future ahead,” said Dale Klapmei-
er, Co-founder and National Aviation 
Hall of Fame member. “We are fortunate 
to have someone of Zean’s caliber and 
experi- ence to lead us 

Roger Ross has been recruited as President of StandardA-
ero’s airlines & fleets division. He will be working at the 

company’s Scottsdale, Arizona, headquarters office and will 
oversee the largest division of StandardAero, with multiple 
sites in the US, Europe, Canada, Africa and Australia.

Ross has over 25 years of experience in the aerospace 
Industry. He was previously the President of Esterline Tech-
nologies, Sensors and Systems. He also worked for Goodrich 
Aerospace where he held various leadership positions in 
operations and engineering, covering MRO and engine pro-
grammes as well as aerostructures and actuation systems. 
After the acquisition of Goodrich by United Technologies, 
Ross continued to look after large global business P&Ls for 
both OEM and aftermarket systems in various domestic 
and international locations.

“We are fortunate to have Roger join our executive team 
and look forward to his knowledge and experience in our 
path forward. His operational expertise comes at a perfect 
time to help us to successfully execute our aggressive 
growth objectives,” said Russell Ford, Chairman and CEO of 
StandardAero.

Alaska Airlines has appointed Nathaniel Pieper as the Senior Vice 
President of fleet, finance and alliances from 1st August 2019. In 

this role, he is responsible for acquisition and financing of Alaska’s 
mainline and regional aircraft and oversight of the company’s trea-
sury activities.

Pieper will also be the senior leader for alliances, with a dotted line 
reporting relationship to Executive Vice President and Chief Com-
mercial Officer Andrew Harrison. Also, as Pieper has good relation-
ships with airlines around the world, it will help enhance Alaska’s 
Global Partners programme.

“Nat’s deep experience with aircraft transactions and well-
established relationships in the industry 
make him perfectly suited for this role,” 
said Brandon Pedersen, Alaska’s chief 
financial officer. “We look forward to him 
joining our leadership team.”

Pieper has been working in the airline 
industry for over 20 years and brings 
a wealth of aviation finance and global 
airline alliance experience.

Bii.aero, one of the world’s leading 
providers of aerospace parts & 

services for commercial aircraft has 
appointed James Burley as their new 
Commercial Manager. Capitalising 
on his previous sales experience, 
Burley will focus on establishing and 
managing the strategic growth of 
Bii’s broad inventory of Boeing and 
Airbus aircraft spares. He will also 
play a key role in developing and 
improving Bii’s use of analytics to 
support company growth.

Justin Blockley, Commercial Director at 
Bii, said, “James brings valuable knowl-
edge and experience of commercial 
aircraft, engine leasing and manage-
ment. This will help us build recognition 
for Bii’s new capabilities as we expand 
further into the global engines arena.”

Burley’s previous positions include 
roles with AvTrade, AJW Aviation 
and Aircraft Leasing & Technical 
Management Ltd.

Zean Nielsen   
Cirrus Aircraft  

Nathaniel Pieper    
Alaska Airlines   

into the next era of growth. I am looking 
forward to moving into a Senior Advi-
sory role and continuing to work with 
our exceptional team on reinventing the 
future of personal transportation.”

“I am honoured and humbled to join 
this team of experienced general avia-
tion leaders and a world-class workforce 
as we continue to bring game-changing 
products and services to market,” said 
Zean Nielsen, CEO of Cirrus Aircraft. “Our 
mission is to deliver an aviation experi-
ence that is the pinnacle of innovation, 
quality and safety to our customers 
- and that is exactly what we will con-
tinue to do for many years to come.”

Previously, Zean served as the Executive 
Vice President of North American Sales at 
James Hardie. Before that, he ran all aspects 
of Tesla Motors worldwide sales operations 
efforts as the Vice President of Global Sales 
Operations. Zean started his career at Bang 
& Olufsen, where he worked for over 17 
years and ascended to more senior roles 
before he became the President of Bang & 
Olufsen North and South America, prior to 
joining Tesla Motors.
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Scott Stoki recruited as Duncan Aviation’s 
Engine Overhaul Manager

Aerospace Wales appoints James Bennett 
as Ambassador

C&L Aviation 
appoints Warrick 
Hood as ATR 
programme’s Senior 
VP/Director

Duncan Aviation has appointed Scott 
Stoki as the new Engine Overhaul 

Manager. In this position, he will be respon-
sible for the day-to-day operations of the 
Duncan Aviation Turbine Engine Mainte-
nance facility located in Lincoln, Nebraska.

“The Duncan Aviation Overhaul shop 
has experienced significant growth over 
the last several years,” said Scott Stoki. 
“With the addition of the new 20,000 
lb.-thrust-class test cell along with add-
ed and expanded capabilities, I want to 
keep that momentum going and bring 
this shop and team to its full potential.”

Stoki joined Duncan Aviation’s Engine 
Line in 2005 where he held various lead-
ership positions with more responsibil-
ity. He then joined the Quality depart-

ment as an inspector and gained a new 
appreciation for detailed paperwork.

“I was able to see maintenance projects 
from a different perspective and learned 
how to ask new questions.” said Scott 
Stoki

“We’re excited that Scott accepted 
the position as the Engine Overhaul 
Manager,” said Jeff Lake, Duncan Avia-
tion’s Chief Operating Officer. “He has 
the technical experience to do well in 
this position, but more importantly, he 
has proven himself as an outstanding 
leader at Duncan Aviation. Scott does an 
outstanding job in setting a vision for 
the shop, communicating that vision to 
team members, and working alongside 
the team to ensure success.”

AerFin, a member of Aerospace 
Wales is pleased to further 

strengthen its relationship with the 
Forum by appointing James Bennett, 
Director of Sales & Marketing, as an of-
ficial ambassador.

Like Aerospace Wales, James is dedi-
cated to looking into new ideas and col-
laborations that will deliver even more 

value to the aerospace industry in Wales.
John Whalley, CEO, Aerospace Forum 

Wales said, “Aerospace Wales are de-
lighted to welcome James as an Ambas-
sador to our Forum. James’s knowledge 
and experience will complement our 
team and he will be a real asset in 
helping to shape the future activities of 
Aerospace Wales”

C&L Aviation Group has appointed 
Warrick Hood as the Senior VP of the 

company’s ATR programme. Hood will 
be responsible for ATR parts distribu-
tion, consignments, aircraft support and 
other programmes for regional aircraft 
operators around the world.

Hood has 13 years of experience in 
international aviation and has extensive 
knowledge of aviation purchasing, lo-
gistics, business development, inventory 
management and accounting proce-
dures. He has a good relationship with 
European and African regional airlines, 
specialising in ATR, Beechcraft, ERJ and 
Cessna aircraft, and has utilised those 
relationships to support customers cre-
ating solutions for their regional aircraft. 
Previously, Hood was the Managing 
Director of ACIA Aero Parts Company.

“We are thrilled to have Warrick on our 
team here at C&L,” said Chris Kilgour, 
CEO of C&L Aviation Group. “We have 
been developing our offerings and 
Warrick will be instrumental in help-
ing shape our programmes to provide 
timely solutions for ATR operators 
around the globe.”

Warrick Hood  
C&L Aviation   
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MRO EVENTS
DATE EVENT VENUE

18-19 Sept 2019 15th Maintenance Cost Conference (MCC) Athens, Greece
15-17 Oct 2019 MRO Europe London, UK
26- 28 Nov 2019 Vietnam International Aviation Expo 2019 Tan Binh Exhibition & Convention 

Centre, Vietnam
06-07 Feb 2020 3rd Aerospace & Defence MRO South Asia Summit 2020 New Delhi, India

AIRSHOWS
DATE EVENT VENUE

17-23 June 2019 Paris Airshow Le Bourget, Paris, France
20-24 July 2020 Farnborough International Airshow 2020 Farnborough, England
17-21 Nov 2019 Dubai Airshow DWC, Dubai, UAE
11-16 Feb 2020 Singapore Airshow Changi Exhibition Centre, Singapore

OTHER AVIATION EVENTS
DATE EVENT VENUE

23 - 26 June 2019 World Financial Symposium Miami, Florida, USA
25 - 27 June 2019 Aviation Data Conference Athens, Greece
27 - 28 June 2019 Asian Aviation Education & Training Symposium Seoul, Republic of Korea
03 - 04 Sept 2019 16th Asia Pacific Airline Training Symposium Marina Bay Sands, Singapore
17 - 19 Sept 2019 AIR Convention Europe 2019 Vilnius, Lithuania
08 - 11 Oct 2019 Inter airport Europe 2019 Munich Trade Fair, Germany
15 - 17 Oct 2019 Global Airport and Passenger Symposium 2019 Warsaw, Poland
13 - 14 Nov 2019 ISTAT Latin America Forum Buenos, Argentina
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EVENT DATE VENuE
AP&M Europe 30-31, May 2018 London, UK

European Business Aviation 
Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2018) 29-31, May 2018 Geneva

MRO Europe 16 -18 October 2018 Amsterdam, Netherlands
NBAA Business Aviation Covention &

Exhibition (NBAA-BACE) 16 -18 October 2018 Orlando, Florida

MRO Asia-Pacific 06-08, November 2018 Singapore
Dubai Helishow 2018 06-08, November 2018 Dubai South, Dubai, UAE
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