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Boeing in collaboration with Medical 
University of South Carolina suc-

cessfully completed its COVID-19 airlift 
mission from China to United States. 
Three Boeing Dreamliners transported 
over 150,000 protective eye goggles 
and face shields to frontline health care 
professionals in the MUSC system.

Proud of the entire team, Boeing’s 
President and CEO Dave Calhoun 
said, “Today’s delivery puts essential 
personal protective equipment in the 
hands of South Carolina’s frontline 
health care professionals and helps 
MUSC further support the commu-
nity during the COVID-19 pandemic. I 
am thankful for our government and 
industry partners that have joined us 
in the pandemic response.”

The MUSC health team were the first 
team in US to launch a virtual urgent 
care platform under the guidance of 
South Carolina Legislature and in part-
nership with South Carolina Depart-
ment of Health and Environmental 
Control (DHEC). As a part of economy 
revitalisation and community outreach 
program, they have established mobile 
screening and collection sites across 
South Carolina’s rural and underdevel-
oped areas.

Due to the mobile setup, the health-
care workers can move around to 
people having difficulties reaching the 
hospitals for testing, screening, preven-
tion and treatment. This model is being 
followed across the communities that 
need it the most.

Extending a heartfelt thanks to the en-
tire Boeing team, MUSC President, David 
J. Cole, M.D., FACS said, “These goggles and 
face shields will allow us to continue to 
expand our ability to test and monitor for 
COVID-19 as businesses and communities 
start to move forward. Increasing access 
to testing in the areas of greatest need 
throughout our state is an essential part 
of this work. We must continue to protect 
our most vulnerable populations. Boeing 
and MUSC have a longstanding partner-
ship, and today’s delivery is yet another 
example of two great South Carolina 
institutions coming together in support 
of our local community.”

Boeing plans to deliver 400,000 units 
of PPEs to MUSC in near future through 
various mission flights in future.

Boeing’s airlift mission continues, 
plans to deliver 400,000 PPEs in future
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Airbus offers modified solutions to A330 
& A350 for cargo operations

ACI, IATA’s urgent call to the governments 
for financial assistance & support

In order to meet increasing demands 
belly-freight’ air cargo capacity, Airbus 

is developing a modification for A330 
and A350 family aircraft. This will en-
able the airlines to install freight pallets 
directly onto the cabin floor seat tracks 
after removing the economy-class seats.

This will help the industry address the 
high demand for humanitarian flights 
to transport large quantities of medical 
equipment and other supplies rapidly over 
large distances to where they are needed.

Compared with loading cargo onto 
seats, this Airbus solution facilitates 

easier and quicker loading and unload-
ing operations, as well as reduced 
‘wear & tear’ to the seats themselves. 
Other important benefits include the 
added security of robust fire protec-
tion, and the 9g load restraint capabil-
ity to prevent anything from shifting 
in flight.

The modification is packaged for 
operators as an Airbus Service Bulletin 
(SB). Under this arrangement Airbus 
defines the engineering workscope 
and also manages the process for ob-
taining the one-time certification from 
the European Union Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA).

Its scope includes the removal of 
the seats & IFE (Inflight entertain-
ment), installation of cargo pallets 
and associated safety equipment - and 
also the re-installation of the original 
passenger cabin elements for reverting 
back to passenger operations. The SB 
approach will also be valid beyond the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In order to help support the airlines 
get financial assistance the Airports 

Council International (ACI) World and 
IATA have joined hands to call on the 
governments to help airport operators 
and airlines during the unprecedented 
COVID-19 crisis and support the es-
sential connectivity the industry will 
provide for economic recovery.

Currently the entire industry has 
come together to make sure that the 
air cargo operations vital to supporting 
global supply chains, including medical 
shipments critical to fighting COVID-19 
continue to work unhampered. But there 
are government imposed restrictions to 
stop the virus spread.

COVID-19 losses to the aviation 
industry:

 Ó Passenger demand has plummeted to 

unprecedented levels.
 Ó Revenues are falling beyond the ability 
of even the most extreme cost-cutting 
measures to mitigate.

 Ó Airports and airlines continue to face a 
financial liquidity crisis.

 Ó Current state of the global air 
transport industry risks the loss of 
millions of jobs.

The economic impact of the government 
measures on all involved in the global air 
transport industry has been severe. The 
aviation industry supports 65.5 million 
jobs around the world, including 10.5 mil-
lion people employed at airports and by 
airlines, and supports USD 2.7 trillion in 
world economic activity.

ACI and IATA are calling for urgent 
balanced support to the industry via:

 Ó Taxation relief, including alleviation 

of payroll taxes, corporate taxes, 
concession fees or other government 
incomes from the industry

 Ó Loans, loan guarantees or direct 
support to maintain financial liquidity 
across the aviation ecosystem.

“The financial impact of the current crisis 
is unlike anything we have ever seen and 
requires urgent action by governments to 
assist the aviation industry to protect jobs, 
ensure essential operations, and plan for re-
covery,” ACI World Director General Angela 
Gittens said. “Urgent tax relief and direct 
financial assistance that is to the benefit 
of the entire aviation ecosystem is needed 
to help preserve millions of jobs, protect 
essential operations, and foster a balanced 
recovery. Preserving the continuity of 
operations for airports and airlines and 
protecting aviation jobs today will result in 
a faster economic recovery tomorrow.”
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Etihad’s humanitarian approach to 
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic took the world 
by a storm severely affecting world 

economies and industry. Equally worse 
hit was the aviation sector, where the 
passenger demands fell to a trickle forcing 
many airlines to ground a major chunk of 
their fleet and some airlines to completely 
shut down. During such times, many 
aviation companies came forward with 
a humanitarian approach to help tackle 
the pandemic. Etihad airways recognised 
this corporate social responsibility in a lot 
more ways than one.

Etihad Engineering developed face 
shields and PPE kits using their 3D-
printing technology. These shields are 
certified by highest aviation standards 
and validated by the EAMC’s medical 
team to ensure protection. They are 
made using reusable plastic band which 
requires standard disinfection (similar 
to a mobile phone) and a disposable 
plastic shield which can be replaced 
with sheets found at any stationery 
store. Additional plastic sheets will be 
distributed with the face shields.

Dr. Nadia Al Bastaki, Vice President 
Medical Services at Etihad Aviation 
Group said, “As part of our CSR efforts, 
as an organisation we challenged our-

selves to determine what we could do 
to help combat the effects of this global 
pandemic. With high demand for PPE in 
the UAE, our innovative design team at 
Etihad Engineering successfully devel-
oped 1,000 face shields for us to distrib-
ute locally.”

“With the logistical support of Emir-
ates Red Crescent, we’ll start distributing 
the face shields to medical professionals 
at EAMC and SEHA this week.”

“An overwhelming number of our 
employees have selflessly put their hand 
up to volunteer, from working at call 
centres, to distributing masks and gloves 
and physically cleaning the streets of our 
capital city as part of the government’s 
sanitisation programme. “This year, Eid 
will not be the same for most. Therefore, 
in collaboration with Grace Conservation, 
we will be distributing 1,000 gift boxes 
to families in need containing clothes for 
adults and children,” said Dr Nadia.

Etihad has again partnered with Emir-
ates Red Crescent to produce and deliver 
1,000 meals per day to Humanitarian 
City, a month-long initiative which 
began on 15 April and will continue 
through Ramadan. 6,400 blankets were 
also donated to Humanitarian City.

“As Etihad Aviation Group, we are here 
to support the UAE government and fight 
this pandemic together,” added Dr Nadia.

Besides this, Etihad has also
 Ó Donated over 1,000 units of 
essential supplies to SEHA, Emirates 
Foundation, ADNEC Field Hospital 
and Trade Centre Field Hospital 
with bags containing children’s 
activity packs and essential 
bathroom amenities.

 Ó Etihad Airways has provided 
ventilators, masks, gloves and soap to 
refugees, and other displaced people 
by donating the airline’s loyalty 
programme Etihad Guest miles 
donation drives in collaboration with 
the United Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) globally and with Emirates 
Red Crescent.

 Ó 3,000 Etihad Airways employees have 
volunteered to support a number of 
government entities and initiatives 
including deployments to SEHA, 
Ma’an and Emirates Red Crescent.

 Ó Over 800 staff volunteers alone have 
registered on the UAE Volunteers 
Platform, a community response to 
COVID-19.
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Frontier to block every other row on its 
aircraft for social distancing

Bell Textron and Alpine Aerotech 
develop isolation barriers for pilot safety

As a response to COVID-19 and to cur-
tail the spread of the virus, Frontier 

Airlines have come up with some strin-
gent rules for both the passengers and 
the crew while travelling. To support so-
cial distancing during flight, Frontier is 
blocking every other row on its aircraft 
departing on flights through the first 
week of May and is allowing customers 
to change seats once on board within 
their respective zones.

All the new requirements will be com-
municated via emails or on the company 
website/

Some of the guidelines are:
 Ó All passengers must wear a mask 
covering over their nose and mouth 
at the airline’s ticket counters, gate 
areas and on board Frontier aircraft.

 Ó Very young children, for whom a 
face covering is inadvisable, will be 
exempt from the policy.

 Ó Passengers need to accept a health 
acknowledgment prior to completing 
check-in via the company’s website or 
mobile app.

 Ó Passengers are required to certify 
that neither they nor anyone in their 
household has exhibited Covid-19 
related symptoms in the last 14 days.

 Ó Passengers need to check their 
temperature before heading to the 
airport and are advised not to travel if 
they have a fever.

“We want our passengers to feel 
comfortable when flying with us by 
protecting themselves and their fellow 
travellers as we all navigate the Covid-19 
pandemic,” said Barry Biffle, CEO of 
Frontier Airlines. “This new measure is 
aligned with CDC recommendations and 
those of many municipalities within the 
US that include wearing a face covering 
when out in public.”

Apart from this the airlines has also 
introduced fogging disinfectant to its 
already stringent aircraft cleaning and 
sanitation protocols, which administers 
a safe, certified disinfecting solution 
proven to be effective against many 
viruses, including coronavirus. The fog-
ging includes virtually every surface in 
the passenger cabin. Planes are wiped 
down every night with additional disin-
fectant, as well.

During flight, main cabin air is a mix of 
fresh air drawn from outside and air that 
has been passed through an air filtration 
system that features HEPA filters capable 
of capturing respiratory virus particles at 
more than 99.7 per cent efficiency - similar 
to those used in hospital environments.

Bell Textron Canada Limited and 
Alpine Aerotech have developed an 

innovative system of providing an isola-
tion barrier to reduce the risk of virus 
transmission to pilots without compro-
mising the operational use of resources. 
The system takes only a few minutes to 
install, providing the speed and agility 
required in times of crisis.

This system is currently optimized for 
Bell 205 / 212 and Bell 412 aircraft, similar 
isolation systems will soon be available 
for other models, including Bell 206 and 
Bell 407.

To further strengthen their fight 
against COVID-19, Bell also quickly 
deployed Health Canada-approved dis-
infectant solutions, distributed them 
to Canadian Armed Forces tactical 

units, and obtained approval for their 
use on the CH-146 Griffon, in coopera-
tion with the Department of National 
Defence.

Bell has played an important role in 
supporting the national efforts of the 

Government of Canada and the Cana-
dian Armed Forces through its strategy 
of combining management (contracting, 
procurement), engineering (integration), 
logistics and maintenance services into 
a single program.
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As the COVID-19 pandemic sets in; Emirates Engineer-
ing is all geared to protect the grounded fleet. Of the 

total 270 aircraft in its fleet, Emirates had initially parked 
and wrapped up 218 aircraft, 117 at Dubai World Central 
and 101 at Dubai International airport which involved 
more than 15,500 man-hours of work.

Currently about 75 Emirates aircraft, both passenger and 
freighter are crisscrossing the planet carrying people on 
repatriation and cargo on essential missions. These continue 
to be maintained as per standard operating procedures. 
Some aircraft are undergoing scheduled heavy maintenance 
in Emirates Engineering’s hangars.

Ahmed Safa, Emirates’ Divisional Senior Vice President En-
gineering said, “Emirates moves to a different drumbeat - one 
where the highest standards are absolutely fundamental to 
our entire organisational rhythm. Everything we do ladders 
up to ensuring the best customer experience and people feel-
ing safe and reassured while flying with us. That philosophy 
also extends to our Engineering team and how we maintain 
and secure our multibillion dollar fleet with the world’s larg-
est number of Airbus A380s and Boeing 777s. We don’t just 
cover our engines, but have a comprehensive aircraft parking 
and reactivation programme that strictly follows manufac-
turers’ guidelines and maintenance manuals, and we have 
enhanced standards and protocols of our own. We also have 
the enviable challenge of a full wide-body fleet - 115 A380s 
and 155 B777s - and the most sophisticated systems and avion-
ics in the industry. While a narrow-body aircraft only requires 
around 3-4 employees working for eight hours or so to cover 
it, our aircraft need 4-6 employees working a 12-hour shift and 
taking extra precautions while maintaining social distancing 
adds its own interesting twist to the proceedings.”

Emirates non-stop maintenance of grounded fleet:
 Ó All apertures and openings through which 
environmental factors like the sand, dirt, water, birds and 
insects can find their way inside an aircraft are wrapped 
up and made watertight.

 Ó It includes engines and air data probes such as pitot, 
static, temperature, angle of attack sensors engine intakes 
and exhausts, and APU intakes and exhausts.

 Ó The interiors like cabin monuments, seats or inflight 
entertainment equipment - are also protected from the 
elements.

 Ó Potable water systems and aircraft fuel tanks are 
preserved and engine and APU systems are protected.

 Ó The process also involves the greasing, cleaning and 
preservation of landing gear and flight control systems.

 Ó The team turns off all cockpit switches, disconnects 
batteries, and installs control lever locks and window 
blinds.

 Ó There are periodic checks at 7-, 15- and 30-day intervals 
across the fleet.

Emirates comprehensive 
aircraft parking, protection & 
reactivation plans
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As the fight against COVID-19 pan-
demic intensifies various companies 

are coming together to create newer and 
innovative methods to fight the virus. 
IAI, Microsoft and Soroka Medical Center 
have come together to develop ‘Cockpit’. 
It is a supervision system to Collect Data 
on Patients Hospitalized in the COVID-19 
Intensive Care Unit on the Azure Platform.

It provides updated and comprehen-
sive information on patients’ status 

while minimizing the exposure of medi-
cal teams to infection.

Dr. Shlomi Codish, director general of 
Soroka Medical Center said, “When treat-
ing COVID-19 patients, maximum protec-
tion of the medical staff is required. One 
of the most significant challenges we 
face in treating these patients is the need 
to minimize physical contact between 
healthcare providers and patients. We 
must move to maximum use of remote 

Flitetec’s MX14 Aero antibacterial 
cleaner has won new certification for 

its power to wipe out potentially deadly 
bacteria. Scientists at the US Govern-
ment registered Kappa Laboratories Inc 
in Florida rated the solution as 99.99 per 
cent effective within 30 seconds of use. 
It meets all international standards and 
regulatory requirements.

This solution is being offered to airlines 
and MROs as an attempt to lift aviation 
sector in the fight against COVID-19.

Flitetec managing director Trevor Lea 
said, “MX14 Aero not only offers vast cost 
savings at a challenging time for aviation 
but it also delivers considerable added 
value through its antibacterial qualities. 
It significantly outperformed expecta-
tions in latest scientific assessments 
at the respected Kappa Laboratories, 
further confirming its ability to eliminate 
potential deadly strains of bacteria. MX14 
Aero is also effective decontaminating 
surfaces of Covid-19 and complies with 
stringent regulations and rigorous aero-
space specifications so operators can use 
it with confidence both for maintenance 
and for any deep cleans of aircraft before 
they return to service.”

He further said, “We would be very 
pleased to make MX14 Aero samples avail-
able on a trial basis for airlines and MRO 
operators to help them adapt to new reali-
ties facing the aviation industry.”

Dr Kmieck of Kappa Laboratories states 

in his report, “The MX14 Aero Concentrate 
appeared to be consistently effective 
in exerting Bactericidal Activity with a 
greater than 99.99 per cent reduction 
against staphylococcus aureus, E.coli, 
Listeria monocytogenes and salmonella 
typhi within 30 seconds of contact. Bac-
teriocidal activity appeared to be equally 
effective against Gram Positive targets 
(staphylococcus aureus and Listeria 
monocytogenes) and Gram Negative 
targets (E.coli and salmonella typhi).

The MX14 is a made from 
natural products and is a 
water-based antibacterial 
cleaner initially developed 
to remove ink and stain 
marks from leather and soft 
furnishings. It can reduce 
any odour after application 
and also be used on interior 
parts including plastics in 
galleys, seats and WCs.

By using this solution there 
is no need to repair or replace 
the soiled furnishings as it re-
tains the original properties 
of the product, thereby 
giving an enhanced 
cabin cleaning 
experience.

Trevor said, 
“MX14 Aero is 
water soluble, 
biodegradable, safe 

and yet incredibly effective in removing 
stains and eliminating surface bacte-
ria. All packaging is made of recyclable 
materials and it has refillable dispens-
ers, so no single use plastic is involved. It 
is the only cleaner in the industry to be 
100% biodegradable, with no chlorines, 
bleaches or solvents; leading the way to 
a greener cabin and planet.”

Trevor added, “With our attention 
to the rigorous EASA/FAA regula-

tory requirements, which includes 
engineering, test-

ing, documenta-
tion and quality, 
MX14 Aero not 
only creates the 
solution but also 

provides and up-
dates the neces-
sary information 
to maintain the 
adherence to the 

rules and regula-
tions.”
Flitetec is a global 

aerospace company 
and a total cabin 
interiors support pro-
vider with expertise 
in design, manu-

facture, distribution, 
maintenance and repair 

of a wide range of aircraft 
interior products and spares.

‘Cockpit’ – A Supervision system to collect 
the data of COVID-19 ICU patients

Flitetec’s MX14 Aero antibacterial cleaner 
cleans potentially deadly bacteria

CONTINUE ON PG 8

means of treatment. The digital means, 
the remote viewing of monitors, respira-
tors, infusion pumps, and other devices 
connected to the patient, enable us to 
maintain maximum distance and ensure 
maximum protection for medical staff. 
We thank Israel Aerospace Industries for 
their cooperation and for their support 
of the medical teams that are at the fore-
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The COVID-19 pandemic has changed 
the way we travel and going by the 

CDC guidelines, most airlines have drawn 
up their own lists of do’s and don’ts when 
it comes to air travel. Delta airlines have 
made it mandatory for all customers to 
wear a face mask or appropriate face 
covering while traveling.

Some of the other measures are
 Ó New temporary requirements for 
employees to wear masks or face 
coverings when within six feet of 
others while at work, starting this 
week.

 Ó Employee temperature checks.
 Ó Enhanced cleaning measures 
implemented in airports and on 
aircraft.

 Ó Expanding electrostatic spraying 
procedures, which disinfect employee 
work and break areas, to more 
locations.

“Nothing is more important than the 
health and safety of our people and 
our customers,” said Bill Lentsch, Chief 
Customer Experience Officer. “While we 

remain committed to our new standard 
of clean and to providing more space for 
our customers when they travel, we take 
seriously the CDC guidelines for adding 
this extra layer of protection. We believe 
this change will give customers and 
employees some additional comfort when 
traveling with us.”

Face coverings will be required start-
ing in the check-in lobby and across 
Delta touch points including Delta 
Sky Clubs, boarding gate areas, jet 
bridges and on board the aircraft for 
the duration of the flight except during 
meal service. Their use is also strongly 
encouraged in high-traffic areas includ-
ing security lines and restrooms. People 
unable to keep a face covering in place, 
including children, are exempt.

Delta’s extra layer of cleaning
 Ó Expanding electrostatic sanitizing 
spraying to all aircraft and adopting 
extensive pre-flight cleaning 
practices that disinfect high-touch 
areas on top of existing cleaning 
measures and the use of state-of-the-

art air circulation systems with HEPA 
filters that extract more than more 
than 99.999 per cent of even the 
tiniest viruses on many Delta aircraft.

 Ó Steps will be taken to give customers 
and employees more space for safer 
travel on the ground and in the air by 
blocking middle seats, reducing the 
number of customers on each flight 
and pausing automatic Medallion 
Complimentary Upgrades

 Ó To create more space for safer travel the 
boarding of all flights will be from back 
to front there by reducing the instances 
of customers needing to pass by one 
another to reach their seats.

 Ó On board food and beverage services 
will be streamlined, also customers 
will be encouraged to get their own 
food to avoid touch points.

 Ó Customers will be provided with 
hand sanitizers, amenity kits 
and other protective 
equipments as and 
when required.

Delta’s extra layer of protection for customer satisfaction

Aero Norway COVID-19 plan, will continue to 
invests in CFM56-3 engines
In an attempt to support the custom-

ers, Aero Norway has introduced 5 
CFM56-3 engines into its refurbish and 
sell programme to fill the slots caused 
by deferred -5B/-7B workscopes caused 
by COVID-19. The initial plan was to un-
dertake a total of six refurbish and sell 
CFM56-3 engines for 2020.

Ever since the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
operators burn more hours than before to 
support the increased cargo demand. In re-

sponse to this, Aero Norway has inducted 
CFM56-3 engines for repair and overhaul 
and it will continue to do so throughout 
this year as engine maintenance require-
ments from freighter customers are set 
to increase. Thus the acquisition of five 
serviceable engines will help the operators 
sustain seamless flight maneuvers.

Neil Russell, Chief Operating Officer at 
Aero Norway said, “The team has been 
praised by several customers for not hav-

ing shut-down operations and continu-
ing engine MRO services during this time 
of crisis. Whilst other engine shops have 
closed their facilities, we have developed 
solutions with the Norwegian Govern-
ment’s policies and procedures to ensure 
that all employees and everyone involved 
in the business stays safe, yet still able to 
fully maintain our operation.”

CONTINUE ON PG 8
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Recently in an attempt to maintain 
competitive turn-around time they 
installed a new, state-of-the-art high 
speed grinder. Not just that, they are 
also in the process of replacing its 
plasma spray machine, including HVOF 
(High-Velocity Oxygen Fuel) capability.

“With our ongoing and recent invest-
ments, motivated people and con-
tinuous improvement, we strive to find 
the best ways to deliver engine MRO 
services of outstanding quality” Russell 
added. “Although the CFM56-3 is a legacy 
product for Aero Norway, we have the 
skilled technicians to extract the best 
EGT margins and consequently gener-
ate greater efficiencies and economies 
for our freighter customers. We’re 
renowned for that.”

Russell added, “The leasing compa-
nies have a precise need for CFM56-5B 
and -7B engine overhauls right now. 
Our loyal customers in the aircraft/
engine leasing industry are keeping 

us fairly busy. Currently, some of our 
lessor customers are under immense 
pressure to be ready to re-position ser-
viceable aircraft and engines when the 
critical COVID-19 situation passes.”

The newly re-built CFM56-3 engines 
have brought a different dimension to 
what Aero Norway can offer within its 
diversified portfolio of specialist CFM56 
engine family services.

CONTINUE FROM PG 7

front of the battle against the virus and 
thus assisting them in providing quality 
medical care while ensuring the safety of 
the staff.”

Some of the important features of 
the system are

 Ó It integrates data from all systems 
and sensors and performs data 
cutting and extraction to monitor 
measures, identify trends, and 
generate early warnings using 
artificial intelligence measures.

 Ó Thus it is possible to streamline 
processes, learn, and produce data.

 Ó The data collected is made available 
for various needs to the medical staff 
in the control room, a kind of “cockpit” 
from which remote doctors’ rounds, 
regular patient management, task 
management in the ICU, and device 
management can be carried out.

 Ó Data sharing provides access to all 
the data from near and far, utilizing 
the various resources available inside 
and outside of Soroka.

 Ó The data is secured in accordance 
with most stringent standards of 
medical data protection.

CONTINUE FROM PG 6 The system was demonstrated to Dr. 
Shlomi Codish, director general of 
Soroka Medical Center, Yarden Nevo, As-
sociate Director General of Soroka, Eran 
Barabi, director of the Computing and IT 
Unit, and Prof. Yaniv Almog, head of the 
Internal Medicine Intensive Care Unit 
for COVID-19 Patients.

Prof. Yaniv Almog, head of the Internal 
Intensive Care Unit for COVID-19 Patients 
remarked, “The great advantage of the 
system that was developed is its ability to 
simulate the routine situation in which 
I enter the room, see the patient, and 
collect data from all the devices around 
him. This is an important advantage that 
will allow us to cope safely and compre-
hensively with patient care management 
even in the era of COVID-19. I see benefits 
and the potential for widespread use 
of the system in the future as well. By 
means of its early warning capability 
and its ability to collect large amounts of 
patient data at early stages of the disease, 
we can produce a system that warns us 
of possible deterioration in a patient’s 
condition, so that we can respond earlier 
and possibly prevent it.”

The system was developed on Micro-
soft’s Azure platform with the support 
of Microsoft in Israel, using Azure Data 

Explorer for real-time data ingestion and 
data analytics services to analyze and 
display patient data and video stream-
ing services to visually display patients.

Yoav Turgeman, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, IAI and CEO of Elta said, “The IAI has 
joined the fight against the coronavirus, 
and in addition to its ongoing business 
operations, in recent weeks has devel-
oped numerous technologies that assist 
medical teams and patients in hospitals. 
Elta brings to Soroka Medical Center 
knowledge and experience from the 
worlds of intelligence, cyber, radar, and 
artificial intelligence, the Aviation Divi-
sion of the IAI brings its knowledge of 
supervision and control systems and data 
collection from the world of aviation, 
and together with Microsoft, we com-
bine technologies for the monitoring of 
patient measures, department manage-
ment, and device control, all without the 
need for human intervention. We will 
continue to support the national effort to 
find effective and innovative solutions. 
And together we will win.”

This development has made it possible 
to supervise a large number of patients 
simultaneously, as millions of events 
can be transferred and displayed in the 
system per second.
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In a remarkable feat, the WFS team in 
Orly handled 152 tonnes of shipments 

for cargo-only flights operated by Air 
Caraibe and French Bee to Reunion, 
Guadeloupe and Martinique along with 
delivering foodstuffs and mail in a span 
of just 4 days.

Paris Orly Airport is acting as an 
evacuation airport to transport CO-
VID-19 positive patients to safer areas 
of France. There is also a high demand 
of cargo handling services for urgent 

shipments of personal protective 
equipment and medical supplies to 
ensure doctors and nurses treating 
patients in French overseas regions 
also have everything they need to 
stay safe and to continue performing 
their life-saving treatments.

At such times, the WFS cargo han-
dling team continues to provide a 
fast and professional response for all 
shipments of medical equipment and 
other vital supplies.

WFS team handled 152 tonnes of 
shipments for cargo-only flights in 4 days

Mobile App to track 
Ethiopian Cargo 
shipments

In order to elevate the cargo custom-
ers’ experience Ethiopian Airlines 

have introduced a mobile app and chat-
bot-assisted shipment tracking service.

The mobile app has various self-ser-
vice features including checking flight 
schedule, cargo tracking and charter 
requests at the swipe of a finger, while 
the Ethiopian Chatbot enables custom-
ers to access up-to-date information 
and track their shipment on Messenger 
and Telegram.

“As a customer-centric airline, we 
always seek ways to better serve our 
customers and bring more digital op-
tions to their fingertips,” says Miretab 
Teklaye, Director Group Integrated 
Marketing Communications at Ethio-
pian. “The newly unveiled cargo mobile 
app and chatbot-assisted cargo tracking 
service will bring convenience for our 
customers allowing them to access real-
time updates about their shipments and 
to process their charter requests. As the 
number of mobile apps and messaging 
platforms users grows globally, we will 
leverage our in-house digital capabili-
ties to further elevate customers’ experi-
ence by taking our digital service to the 
platforms of their choice.”

Delta to focus on additional aircraft 
retirement & keeping simple fleet on
Due to COVID-19 pandemic, Delta has decided 

to reduce system wide capacity. Going by 
this, the older and less efficient MD-88 and MD-90 
aircraft will retire earlier than previously planned. 
Both the aircraft will retire by June 2020.

Delta has about 47 MD-88s and 29 MD-90s operat-
ing across domestic network.

Before the pandemic, the 149-seat MD-88 was set 
to retire by the end of 2020.

Delta continues to evaluate its broader fleet 
plan and will consider additional aircraft retire-
ments to focus on a modern, more simplified fleet 
going forward.

Delta has about 600 mainline and regional air-
craft grounded in the last two months.
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All the airlines, OEMs, MROs, air-
ports are striving hard to tackle the 

COVID-19 pandemic and find out ways 
and means for going ahead amidst this 
crisis. Pratt and Whitney customer train-
ing centres in India, US and China are 
finding newer and innovative ways to 
deliver highest quality training experi-
ence even through the pandemic.

Appreciating the nature of the work 
at the different training centres Zonda 
Feulner, director of Customer Training 
said, “This crisis has unified the Pratt 
& Whitney Customer Training Centres 
through shared experience. The collabo-
ration and innovation by the team has 
led to amazing results and really high-
lights what we can accomplish when we 
all work together.”

Apart from remote training courses, 

these centres also offer theory-based 
engine maintenance and familiarization 
courses. Besides this, they also have tai-
lored remote courses for their employees 
to learn different aspects of Pratt & 
Whitney’s commercial engines business 
like marketing, leasing and campaign 
analysis. These courses will now be 
extended to engine maintenance and 
engineering for external students start-
ing 1st June 2020.

Feulner further added, “This was an op-
portunity for us to create instructor-led 
courses that our employees and custom-
ers can take remotely. As always, we’re 
working diligently to find the safest and 
most effective ways to provide training 
to our customers.”

The training centre at China opened 
in early April and has already delivered 

three in-person GTF engine courses 
keeping in focus stringent measures 
like social distancing and use of PPE 
kits. The course focussed on retrofit-
ting the main gearbox of the GTF for 
members of the Aircraft Maintenance 
and Engineering Corporation and Chi-
nese airline Qingdao.

Matt Stoner, vice president of Custom-
er Support said, “Our airline customers, 
employees and their communities in 
China have been through a challeng-
ing time since January, yet our support 
continued, as demonstrated by the CCTC 
team. I hope others see the reopening of 
the CCTC as a symbol of optimism.”

The courses offered at different CTCs 
are flexible as per the customers working 
hours and needs. The topics are adjusted 
as per the demands of a particular group.

Crisis unites Pratt & Whitney Training 
Centres through shared experience

WFS and Maersk Bridge operation lead the 
COVID-19 fight in Denmark
The Worldwide Flight Services has 

been at the forefront in the fight 
against COVID-19 pandemic by helping 
to move the PPE shipments to front-line 
doctors and nurses as quickly as possible.

They have already handled about 350 
tonnes of medical cargo on board 15 
flights in a combination of both freighter 
charters and cargo-only passenger flights. 
Additional 200 tonnes of PPE equipment 
is expected in the next two weeks.

WFS’ cargo handling specialists in Co-
penhagen have processed medical sup-
plies carried by a wide range of aircraft 
types like Antonov-124, Boeing 777 and 
747 freighters as well as Boeing 767 and 
777 and Airbus A350 passenger aircraft.

Jimi Daniel Hansen, General Manager 
of WFS, Copenhagen said, “We are ready 
to provide all of the support necessary 
to ensure the cargo on these special 
flights reaches medical professionals 
in Denmark quickly and supports their 
outstanding work helping patients 
recovering from the coronavirus. We 
are especially proud to be helping the 

fantastic Maersk Bridge operation and 
will continue to meet any more special 
requests for additional cargo services.”

Singapore Airlines, Etihad Airways 
and Star Air are actively involved in 
the cargo imports from China. Many of 
these flights are a part of Maersk Bridge 
operation initiated and coordinated by 
A.P. Moller Holding with support from 
A.P. Moller, Maersk sourcing the PPE in 
China, and Damco transporting it to 

Rigshospitalet in Denmark.
The air bridge and supply chain 

operation has been securing delivery 
of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
to health care workers in Denmark and 
thereby reducing the risk of transmis-
sion of COVID-19 in Danish hospitals. 
Region H, the capital of Denmark, is 
responsible for the selection of materi-
als, review of supplier certificates and 
quality control.



AV8 Group expands its Houston facility to 
meet demands of specialised services

Sciaky to deliver state-of-the-art electron 
beam welding machine to MERRILL
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The AV8 Group has expanded the Houston facility by 
10,000 sq. feet to provide additional space for special-

ised services of landing gear and other component over-
hauls. The construction started last fall and final touches 
were completed in March 2020.

The now expanded 30,000 sq. feet facility at Houston is 
an FAA and EASA Authorized Repair Station and FAA PMA 
authority. It combines three distinct subsidiary units: Av8 
MRO, Av8 PMA and Av8 AOG. Each unit provides an un-
precedented level of experience and capability, from PMA 
parts and engineering, accessory and component MRO to 
AOG parts sales, distribution and managed repair services.

“This additional space will allow us to expand our capa-
bilities even further, which we are excited about and we 
will be announcing further details to the industry in the 
near future,” said Yoel Arnoni, CEO, Av8 Group.

The Av8 Group specializes in landing gear overhaul as 
well as hydraulic, mechanical and electrical components 
and more. By utilizing in-house engineering, DER and PMA 
part manufacturing capabilities when possible, the Av8 
Group delivers unprecedented value to component over-
haul customers.

Sciaky, Inc. will be providing a state-
of-the-art electron beam (EB) weld-

ing machine to MERRILL. This internal 
moving EB welding gun is the most 
versatile EB welding gun in the market 
and its multi-axis gun motion operates 
at half the chamber volume of fixed/

external gun systems, providing beam 
access for unusual joint configurations, 
and significantly simplifies part tooling.

“Sciaky is excited to provide our 
world-class EB welding technology to a 
forward-thinking solutions provider like 
MERRILL,” said Scott Phillips, President 

and CEO of Sciaky, Inc. “The results-driv-
en pros at MERRILL will no doubt take 
advantage of Sciaky’s exceptional EB 
weld strength and its high-precision re-
peatability to deliver incredible results, 
over and over again.”

Sciaky is a subsidiary of Phillips Service 
Industries (PSI) and leading suppliers of 
electron beam (EB) welding solutions 
and metal additive manufacturing (AM) 
solutions. Their welding equipment 
meets rigid military specifications to 
manufacture items such as airframes, 
landing gear, jet engines, guided mis-
siles and vehicle parts.

While Michigan-based systems integra-
tor and solutions manufacturer MERRILL’s 
end-to-end offerings include solutions 
for design, build, test and deliver stages, 
along with the in-house expertise to 
design and manufacture intricate parts 
and prototypes through high-volume 
production. They provide solutions for 
a wide range of industries, including 
aerospace, defence, chemical, energy, oil 
& gas, transportation, and mining.

MRO GENERAL NEWS
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AIRLINE CONVERSIONS NEWS

Lufthansa to convert A350 cabin for German Government

For the first time in history the cabin 
of A350-900 aircraft will be con-

verted into a special transition cabin 
for Germany’s Federal Government’s 
special air mission wing. Lufthansa 
Technik has already begun the prelimi-
nary work in November in their VIP 
workshops and the expected delivery 
time is by July.

The cabin conversion work is under-
taken in Hamburg’s International Air-
port in Fuhlsbttel, where first of three 
A350-900 arrived on 7th May 2020. Luf-
thansa Technik’s VIP & Special Mission 
Aircraft Services product division have 

designed a transitional cabin tailored 
for specific requirements like office and 
conference areas adjoined to a multi-
functional lounge. There is generous 
seating arrangement with appropriate 
washrooms and a modern kitchen. The 
remaining cabin space is allocated for 
the delegates.

Commenting on this conversion Kai-
Stefan Rpke, Vice President VIP & Spe-
cial Mission Aircraft Services said, “Over 
decades we have formed a comprehen-
sive partnership with the German Air 
Force, in the course of which we have 
already equipped a large number of 

aircraft with special cabins for govern-
ment representatives.”

The aircraft 10 1 and 10 2, with tem-
porary civil registration D-AGAF are 
currently under construction. Once 
the cabin conversion process for the 
two sister aircraft is complete, the 
transitional cabin in 10 03 will also be 
exchanged.

wwRpke further added, “Today we are 
of course particularly pleased to be able 
to extend this cooperation to the most 
modern generation of aircraft and to 
install the first government cabin in an 
Airbus A350. This is not only a first for 
our long-standing customer German 
Air Force or for Lufthansa Technik, but 
for the entire industry.”

In order to meet the cargo 
demands and also to reduce 

the losses incurred due to the de-
creased passenger flights Alaska 
Air Cargo has announced to fly 
passenger jets as cargo-only 
flights. Passenger cabins will be 
filled cargo of essential goods 
like mail, medical equipment, 
e-commerce packages and food 
throughout its domestic net-
work. These items will be placed 
on and under seats, in overhead 
bins and in closets - to offer 
13,500 more pounds of cargo 
than what a passenger-only 
flight could carry.

“We’re determined to help 
protect the resiliency of our na-
tion’s supply chain by connecting 
critical cargo to the communities 
we serve du publicring this health 
crisis,” said Torque Zubeck, man-
aging director of Alaska Air Cargo. 

“Our teams have been working 
tirelessly since March to identify 
the safest and most effective 
processes to increase our cargo 
capacity as quickly as possible.”

Six Boeing 737-900 passenger 
aircraft will be used as cargo-
only aircraft. In total, each flight 
will carry up to 30,000 pounds, 
which includes belly capacity.

The crew will consist of two 
pilots and two flight attendants. 
The flight attendants will be 
seated in the main cabin to 
make sure the cabin is safe and 
secure and provide fire suppres-
sion if required, as passenger 
cabins do not have automated 
fire suppression systems like 
cargo compartments.

If approved by the FAA, the 
passenger-only aircraft would 
begin flying throughout the 
United States in May.

Passenger to freighter conversion 
– Alaska Air leads the way
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Sparking imagination-‘Autonomous ISR’ 
for critical information

Northrop Grumman adds CPI Aero to NGJ-LB for rapid fleet capability

As battle space becomes increas-
ingly competitive and challenging 

the emergence of newer and more 
advanced technologies for acquiring 
critical intelligence from the enemy 
territory becomes more and more im-
portant. Keeping this in view Lockheed 
Martin Skunk Works and Air Force Pilot 
School successfully demonstrated an 
autonomous Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance (ISR) system.

In the first test of the Autonomous 

ISR system, it was integrated in an F-16 
using a Lockheed Martin-developed pod 
solution. The system was able to detect, 
identify the target location, automatically 
route to the target and also capture the 
target’s image, all of this in a simulated 
denied communications environment.

Capt. Josh Rountree, Test Management 
Project Lead at the US Air Force Test 
Pilot School said, “As a remotely piloted 
aircraft pilot, having the opportunity to 
test an emerging technology and see it 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
has added proven structure sup-

plier CPI Aero to its Next Generation 
Jammer Low Band (NGJ-LB) Capability 
Block 1 (CB-1) solution team. As per the 
proposal submitted for NGL-LB in Janu-
ary and US Navy’s speed to fleet plan, 
CPI Aero, Inc.is selected to provide the 
NGJ-LB pod structure and assembly.

“The addition of CPI Aero to our 
NGJ-LB team will help provide rapid 
fleet capability to the Navy,” said 
Paul Kalafos, vice president, surveil-
lance and electromagnetic manoeuvre 
warfare, Northrop Grumman. “They 
have extensive experience in providing 
aircraft and pod structural components 
for several Department of Defence 
customers and we are proud to have 
them on our team of EW engineering 
and mission experts, helping the Navy 
maintain its war fighting edge through 

perform functions required for operations 
in denied communications environments 
sparks the imagination of what is possible 
in future ISR systems.”

Apart from enhancing operational ef-
fectiveness the war fighter also stays out 
of harm’s way and achieves the mission 
objectives.

Proud of the accomplished testing, George 
Hellstern, Lockheed Martin Skunk Works 
program manager for artificial intelli-
gence solutions said, “ As the battle space 
becomes increasingly contested, human-
machine teams will enable operators 
to collect critical intelligence in denied 
communications environments, ensuring 
our war fighters get information they need 
when they need it. We are proud to partner 
to advance a novel capability, allowing the 
war fighter to adapt in a rapidly changing 
operational environment and still get criti-
cal data to perform the mission.”

With newer threats emerging, AI will 
enable collaborative operations between 
the human-machine team to project 
power in the face of an increasingly con-
tested environment.

advanced airborne electronic attack 
(AEA) capabilities.”

“Our leading structures and assembly 
experience is used by the Navy’s EA-18G, 
E-2D, MH-60S and CH-53K systems, 
and we have a well-established record 
providing these components on-time, 
efficiently and with consistent high 
quality,” said Doug McCrosson, president 
and CEO, CPI Aero, Inc.

CPI Aero, Inc. is also the current sup-
plier of record for pod structure and 
assembly for the Navy’s ALQ-249 Next 
Generation Jammer Mid-Band program.

Northrop Grumman is the AEA inte-
grator for the Navy’s current EA-18G 
Growler electronic warfare system. The 
NGJ-LB will fly on the EA-18G Growler, 
providing advanced AEA capabilities. 
Northrop Grumman has been work-
ing closely with the Navy to build and 
demonstrate survivable and capable 
carrier-based solutions for over 50 

years. Starting with the AN/ALQ-86, to 
the current AN/ALQ-99, AN/ALQ-218 
and AN/ALQ-240 for EA-18G and P-8, 
Northrop Grumman is helping define 
the future of naval electronic warfare 
through artificial intelligence, cognitive 
solutions, software defined and hard-
ware enabled multi-function technolo-
gies and open architecture systems.

DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY NEWS
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Flight testing of MQ-8C Fire Scout with 
AN/ZPY-8 radar commenced

Saab’s latest X-band AESA radar with 
enhanced ECCM capability

The flight testing of the MQ-8C Fire Scout 
equipped with the Leonardo AN/ZPY-8 

radar has started by US Navy with support 
from Northrop Grumman Corporation. The 
ground test began several weeks prior to the 
first flight. Till date Northrop Grumman has 
delivered 32 of 38 MQ-8Cs to the Navy, all 
retrofit with the AN/ZPY-8 radar.

The MQ-8C’s first flight with the radar 
occurred Feb. 27, operating out of Webster 
Outlying Field.

“The AN/ZPY-8 radar significantly increases 
Fire Scout’s detection and tracking of targets. 
The ability to simultaneously employ mul-
tiple modes supports US Navy intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance require-
ments,” said Melissa Packwood, program 
manager, tactical autonomous systems, 
Northrop Grumman. “This increased capabil-
ity enables Fire Scout to extend ranges to 
meet emerging requirements.”

The MQ-8C achieved initial operational 
capability in June 2019 and is scheduled for its 
first deployment in 2021.

In the latest milestone, Saab has 
successfully completed the first air 

trials with the new X-band AESA radar, 
collecting data while detecting and 
tracking objects.

The AESA radar is a new addition to 
Saab’s PS-05/A radar family and is special-
ly designed for fighter aircraft. A version of 
the new AESA antenna has been recently 
sold to a US Government customer.

The new AESA radar features
 Ó GaN, a material that gives lower power 
consumption and improved heat 
resistance.
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 Ó This in turn enables wider bandwidth 
and greater reliability, availability and 
efficiency.

 Ó It has better performance against small 
targets, enhanced Electronic Counter-
Countermeasures (ECCM) capability

 Ó It has improved ability to support more 
advanced weaponry.

“This is an important step in the 
development of our new fighter AESA 
radar. We see great possibilities for the 
radar, and its modular, adaptable and 
scalable design means it can also be 

used for a range of other applications”, 
said Anders Carp, SVP and head of 
Saab’s business area Surveillance.

The host aircraft during the air trial 
was a Gripen D aircraft, which is cur-
rently offered with Saab’s latest Mk4 
radar. The new version of the radar can 
be offered to Gripen C/D operators, as 
an upgrade.

DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY NEWS
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IAI’s Heron leased to Greece 
for 3 years to strengthen 
defense relations

The State of Israel and Greece have 
strengthened their defense relations 

by digitally signing a contract to lease 
the Israeli Heron system developed 
by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI). 
The agreement was signed by Israel’s 
Defense Ministry Director General, Maj. 
Gen. (Res.) Udi Adam and General Direc-
tor for Defense Investments and Arma-
ment, Greece, Lieutenant General (Ret.) 
Theodoros Lagios (HAF).

Head of the International Defense 
Cooperation Directorate (SIBAT), Brig. 
Gen. (Res.), Yair Kulas said, “The great 
security relations between Israel and 
Greece are expanding. We see great 
importance in the choice made by 
Greece to equip its forces with an Israeli 
system, particularly during the global 
corona crisis. This is a clear expression 
of confidence in the capabilities and 

strength of the Israeli defense industry. 
We hope to sign additional agreements 
with Greece as well as other European 
partners, assisting them in addressing 
security challenges - in times of the 
corona pandemic and beyond.”

The leasing contract is for three years 
during which the Heron system in its 
maritime configuration will be leased to 
Greece with an option of purchasing the 
system upon completion of contract.

Executive VP and General Manager of 
the Military Aircraft Group of IAI, Moshe 
Levy said, “IAI UAVs have seen countless 
operational successes, with over 1.8 mil-
lion operational flight hours, and in use 
by more than fifty partners worldwide. 
With advanced automation capabilities, 
the UAVS are equipped with payloads 
that meet a variety of requirements 
aligned with the operational scenarios 

presented. The agreement with Greece 
is yet another example of the successful 
leasing model promoted by IAI in many 
parts of the world. We thank the Minis-
try of Defense for its ongoing assistance 
that has led to this cooperation, and we 
are proud to provide state-of-the-art op-
erational services to our partner, Greece.”

The Heron system is equipped with 
both day and night activity platforms, 
maritime patrol radars and satel-
lite communications, offers extended 
operational endurance in a wide range 
of scenarios including maritime patrol, 
marine and land border protection, 
search and rescue, disaster management 
and more.

The system is operational in the IDF 
and naval forces around the world and 
has demonstrated its capabilities in 
Greece as well.
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Boeing’s highly capable extremely affordable 
‘Loyal Wingman’ aircraft-First look
In a historic milestone, Boeing led 

Australian industry team presented 
the first highly capable but extremely 
affordable unmanned aircraft ‘Loyal 
Wingman’ to the Royal Australian Air 
Force. This aircraft serves as the foun-
dation of Boeing Airpower Teaming 
System (ATS) being developed for the 
global defence market.

“This is a truly historic moment for 
our country and for Australian defence 
innovation,” said the Hon. Scott Mor-
rison MP, Prime Minister of Australia. 
“The Loyal Wingman will be pivotal to 
exploring the critical capabilities our 
Air Force needs to protect our nation 
and its allies into the future.”

Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld, Chief of 
the Royal Australian Air Force said, 
“The rollout of the first aircraft was 
a significant milestone in the Boeing 
Loyal Wingman project. This project 
is an excellent example of innovation 
through collaboration and what can 
be achieved working together with 
defence industry. This demonstrates 
the importance of the relationship Air 
Force has with Boeing Australia and 

defence industry more broadly. I look 
forward to exploring the capabilities 
this aircraft may bring to our existing 
fleet in the future.”

“We are proud to take this sig-
nificant step forward with the Royal 
Australian Air Force and show the 
potential for smart unmanned team-
ing to serve as a force multiplier,” 
said Kristin Robertson, vice president 
and general manager of Autonomous 
Systems for Boeing Defence, Space & 
Security. “We look forward to getting 
the aircraft into flight testing and 
proving out the unmanned teaming 
concept. We see global allies with 
those same mission needs, which is 
why this program is  
so important to advancing the devel-
opment of the Boeing Airpower Team-
ing System.”

The Loyal Wingman prototype now 
moves into ground testing, followed by 
taxi and first flight later this year.

Unmanned Loyal Wingman air-
craft:

 Ó It uses artificial intelligence to 

extend the capabilities of manned 
and unmanned platforms.

 Ó It is the first to be designed, 
engineered and manufactured in 
Australia in more than 50 years.

 Ó Boeing’s largest investment in an 
unmanned aircraft outside of the 
United States.

 ÓMore than 35 members of 
Australian industry are supporting 
prototype work across four 
Australian states.

 Ó The aircraft was engineered using a 
digital twin to model its structures, 
systems, capabilities and full life-
cycle requirements.

 ÓManufactured with Boeing’s largest-
ever resin-infused single composite 
piece.

 Ó Assembled using proven advanced 
manufacturing processes.

With a global market demand for 
highly capable but extremely af-
fordable unmanned aircraft, Boeing 
applied company-wide innovation to 
achieve those goals.
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Naval Air Systems Command 
(NAVAIR) has awarded a 

USD 105 million contract for five 
years to VT Group to support the 
Presidential Helicopters Program 
Office (PMA-274), Marine Helicop-
ter Squadron One (HMX-1), and 
Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
Twenty-One (HX-21).

In this single-award contract 
VT Group will provide the US 
Navy and Marine Corps with re-
search, development, test, and evaluation 
(RDT&E); integrated logistics; engineering; 
and maintenance support. Apart from 
this it will integrate the new VH-92A 
helicopter into full operational service by 
providing technological and performance 
improvements and serve as a complete 
mobile command-and-control platform.

The presidential helicopter fleet 
provides rotary wing transportation to 
the President and Vice President of the 
United States, heads of state, and other 
official parties.

“The presidential helicopters support 
contract is the flagship of VT Group’s 
growing aerospace engineering port-

folio,” said VT Group President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
John Hassoun. “We are im-
mensely proud to be NAVAIR’s 
partner-of-choice for this 
high profile, mission-critical 
program, and equally proud of 
our engineers and technical 
experts who remain commit-
ted - day in and day out - to 
NAVAIR’s 100% mission success 
requirement.”

VT group has been providing mission-
critical services for the mixed fleet of 
VH-3D and VH-60N aircraft by leverag-
ing its uniquely qualified engineering 
and technical expertise since 2004.

The Navy has said that it will procure 
21 VH-92A operational aircraft and two 
test aircraft.

VT Group awarded USD 105 million contact to 
support PMA-274 program

GE Aviation awarded over USD 1.2 billion military contacts in last two months

The US Air Force Life Cycle Manage-
ment Centre (AFLCMC) and GE Avia-

tion have signed four contracts to provide 
F110 engines, installs, spares and modern-
ized engine management system com-
puters for Lockheed Martin F-16C/D Block 
70 aircraft, as well as the Boeing F-15QA 
Advanced Eagle. These contracts which 
fall under an existing indefinite-delivery/
indefinite-quantity (IDIQ) contract and is 
valued at USD 707 million.

The contracts involve Foreign Military 
Sales to Bulgaria, Slovakia, Qatar and 
Taiwan.

“GE Aviation is honoured to support 
the US Air Force and foreign military 
sale customers,” said Shawn Warren, GE 
Aviation’s vice president and general 
manager of large combat and mobil-
ity engines. “We say GE’s F110 engine 
remains the engine of choice of modern 
F-15 and F-16 fleets around the world 
because we continue to support the 
F110 with a continuous infusion of new 
technology, including our Service Life 
Extension Program (SLEP).”

The GE F110 engine:
 Ó It continues to remain the engine 
of choice of advanced F-15 and F-16 
aircraft around the world.

 Ó It powers 86 per cent of F-15s 
delivered globally over the last 15 
years.

 Ó It also powers 70 per cent of today’s 
most advanced USAF F-16C/D fleet.

 Ó And two-thirds of US military fighters 
and helicopters are also powered by 
GE F110.

 Ó Over the last two months, GE 
Aviation has been awarded more 
than USD 1.2 billion in contracts 
to produce engines and hardware 
to support the US military and 
international customers.

Beyond the F110 deal, GE was 
awarded:

 Ó A USD 62 million contract 
modification to manufacture T700 
engines for 40 UH-60M Black Hawk 
helicopters for the US Army and 
international customers.

 Ó A USD215 million contract 
modification to produce 48 F414 
engines and modules.

 Ó A USD 138.2 million contract to 
provide TF34 engine supplies to the 
US Air Force.

 Ó AUSD 72.5 million modification 
contract with the Navy to procure 140 
generator converter units, 140 wiring 

harnesses and other components 
in support of the F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet and E/A-18G Growler aircraft 
electrical systems.

 Ó A USD 51.5 million contract 
modification for eight F414 spare 
engines, 11 afterburner modules and 
12 low pressure turbine modules for 
the Navy F/A-18.

 Ó A USD 9.7 million contract 
modification to re-start T64 
engine core production in support 
of the H-53E Engine Reliability 
Improvement Program for the Navy.

“These new contracts underscore the 
essential role we play as the leading pro-
vider of fighter and helicopter engines 
for our military customers,” said Al Di-
Libero, GE Aviation’s vice president and 
general manager of medium combat & 
trainer engines. “We are honoured by 
these opportunities, which will add to 
GE’s current installed base of more than 
27,000 military engines.”

The work involved in these contracts 
will be executed at GE Aviation’s facili-
ties which include Lynn, MA; Evendale, 
OH; Madisonville, KY; Rutland, VT; 
Hooksett, NH; Asheville, NC; Wilming-
ton, NC; Muskegon, MI and other U.S. 
supply chain locations.

JOINT VENTURES & MOU’S NEWS
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O2 Aero Acquisitions have acquired 
Shaw Aerox for an undisclosed 

amount. Shaw Aerox is a leading de-
signer and manufacturer of installed 
and portable oxygen systems and acces-
sories for aviation and medical users.

Scott E. Ashton has been named the 
President and CEO. He was recently serv-
ing as CEO of a Part 145 repair station 
and as president of a leading Part 135 
fractional ownership company, apart 
from being a part of several aviation 
management and technical roles 
throughout his career.

Ashton said, “Our plan for Aerox is to 
expand Aerox’s leadership in integrated 
and portable oxygen systems 
for aircraft manufactur-
ers, airlines, and the 
general aviation 
industry. I’m very 
much looking forward to 
helping Aerox’s outstand-
ing team meet the needs 
of our customers and the 
aviation industry.”

Jim Driscoll, speaking on behalf of 
the sellers said, “Scott has a terrific 
reputation in the aviation industry for 
both his leadership skills and techni-
cal knowhow. We are delighted that he 
will be leading Aerox into the future 
and we wish him all the very best.”  
Mr. Driscoll added “I also want to 
thank Alderman & Company, our in-
vestment bankers, for arranging  
this transaction.”

Among its products are installed 
cabin emergency oxygen systems 

for pressurized aircraft, por-
table oxygen systems for light 
aircraft operators, personal 
emergency oxygen systems, 
and TSO-approved oxygen 
masks for business aircraft. 
Aerox pioneered long-duration 

portable oxygen systems with 
its Aerox Oxysaver Conserv-

ing Cannula. Aerox also 
operates an FAA Repair 
Station and is ISO9001 and 

AS9100D certified.

Development of state-of-the-art thermal solutions for RPAS

O2 Aero Acquisitions robust expansion 
plans, acquires Aerox

SAAB delivers world’s 
most advanced 
GlobalEye to UAE

GA-ASI and Conflux Technology have 
signed a partnership for the devel-

opment of a heat exchanger for integra-
tion into the GA-ASI’s line of Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS). Conflux 
is providing design expertise in the 
optimization of Additive Manufacturing 
heat exchangers to increase the perfor-
mance of RPA.

Conflux Technology is an Additive 
Manufacturing applications company 
that specializes in thermal and fluid 
engineering.

“GA-ASI and Conflux are developing 
novel and state-of-the-art thermal solu-
tions for application to our existing and 
next generation RPAS. This will allow 
enhanced endurance and lower manu-
facturing cost, as well as more flexibility 
in our product design and integration,” 
said Linden Blue, GA-ASI CEO.

“Fundamental efficiency gains require 
heat transfer innovations. In Conflux we 
have a highly innovative engineering 

team that blends first principles thermo-
fluid dynamics with design creativity 
and Additive Manufacturing process 
expertise,” said Michael Fuller, Conflux 
Technology CEO. “Conflux heat exchang-
ers derive their performance from highly 
complex geometries enabled by Additive 
Manufacturing. Our scientists and engi-
neers, alongside their GA-ASI counter-
parts, will now develop heat exchange 
applications to improve fundamental 
efficiencies for GA-ASI’s RPA systems.”

Now Australian Defence Force joins 
other top-tier military forces in choos-
ing GA-ASI’s MQ-9B SkyGaurdian vari-
ant to provide the Armed RPAS under 
Project Air 7003. MQ-9B is the world’s 
most trusted and capable armed Me-
dium-altitude, Long-endurance (MALE) 
RPA Systems because of its proven, 
multi-role combat performance and 
ability to support ad-hoc communica-
tions networks and interoperability 
with Allies.

As per the contract signed in 2015, 
Saab successfully delivered the 

first GlobalEye Swing Role Surveil-
lance System aircraft to UAE on 29th 
April 2020. As per the contract UAE 
has ordered three GlobalEye aircraft.

“The delivery of the first GlobalEye 
is a major milestone for Saab, but also 
an important step in the history of 
airborne early warning and control. 
We have set a new standard for the 
market and I am proud to say that 
we have delivered the most advanced 
airborne surveillance solution in the 
world to the United Arab Emirates”, 
said Micael Johansson, President and 
CEO of Saab.

GlobalEye is Saab’s new airborne 
early warning and control solution. 
It provides air, maritime and ground 
surveillance in a single solution. Glo-
balEye combines Saab’s new Erieye 
Extended Range Radar and a range of 
additional advanced sensors with the 
ultra-long range Global 6000 aircraft 
from Bombardier.

JOINT VENTURES & MOU’S NEWS
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The trade segment of the Singapore Airshow 2020 
concluded on an optimistic note with more than 

two-thirds of its key exhibitors committing to partici-
pate in the eighth edition, from 15 – 20 February 2022, 
at the Changi Exhibition Centre. Returning exhibitors 
will include Airbus, Boeing, Changi Airport Group, Diehl 
Defence, Elbit, Embraer, Hensoldt, Israel Aerospace 
Industries, L3 Harris, Lufthansa Technik, Pratt & Whitney, 
Rafael and ST Engineering.

Kallman Worldwide, who organises US presence at the 
world’s most influential aerospace and defence events, 
is the first to commit to returning with the USA Partner-
ship Pavilion in 2022. Said Kallman Worldwide President 
and CEO Tom Kallman: “The success of the US Pavilion’s 
110 companies this year inspired Kallman Worldwide to 
be the first to sign up for 2022. The US participation was 
far-and-away the largest international group in the show 
and our government officials, military delegations, and 
industry partners all reported that their (G2G, G2B, and 
B2B) meetings were first class. As it does year-after-year, 
the Singapore Air Show delivered high-ranking decision 
makers and influencers from around the entire region. 
The USA Partnership Pavilion will build on the success of 
2020 and return strong again in 2022!”

Other returning country pavilions for Singapore Air-
show 2022 include Australia, Canada, Germany, Malaysia 
and Switzerland.

Mr Leck Chet Lam, Managing Director, Experia Events, 
organiser of the Singapore Airshow, said: “Singapore 
Airshow is a strategic node in the global aviation and 
defence ecosystem; one that is instrumental in the 

More than two-thirds of exhibitors will 
return to Singapore Airshow 2022
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transformation of Asia’s aerospace and 
defence industries. Despite current 
global concerns surrounding COVID-19, 
the exhibitors’ commitment and pres-
ence at Singapore Airshow 2020 signify 
confidence in the longer-term outlook 
for Asia’s aviation industry, and the 
relevance of the Singapore Airshow as 
a value adding platform to foster this 
growth. We are encouraged by the show 
of solidarity from our exhibitors and 
look forward to deepening collabora-
tions and partnerships built during the 
past four days, and returning stronger 
with new ideas and concepts to trans-
form Asia’s aviation industry.”

A strategic node in the global avia-
tion and defence ecosystem
Over the past four days, Singapore Air-
show 2020 witnessed announcements 
in new areas of development including 
JTC’s signings with aerospace com-
panies to bring in $500 million worth 
of new investments that will expand 
the aerospace ecosystem and supplier 
networks; CAAS’ initiative with Airbus to 
improve regional connectivity in urban 
air mobility and ST Engineering’s five-
year contract to provide nacelle main-
tenance services to Qantas Airways’ 
Boeing 737-800 and Airbus A330 fleet; 
showcase of new products and innova-
tion such as Dassault’s Falcon 6x and 
Airbus unveiling its blended wing body 
technology demonstrator which could 

EVENTS NEWS

potentially provide up to 20% lower fuel 
consumption.

“The presence of global players at 
the Singapore Airshow this year, in 
spite of the COVID-19 situation, reflects 
the importance and confidence that 
international businesses have placed in 
Singapore as a leading aerospace hub. 
The Singapore Airshow continues to 
be a strong testament to our vibrant 
aerospace ecosystem, and the value that 
Singapore brings to the global aerospace 
community. Long term prospects for 
the aerospace industry in Asia remain 
positive. This industry is a bright spot for 
Singapore, and will continue to create 
good opportunities for our businesses 
and Singaporeans,” said Mr Tan Kong 

Hwee, Assistant Managing Director, Sin-
gapore Economic Development Board.

Close to 30,000 trade attendees from 
more than 110 countries convened at 
Singapore Airshow 2020, where over 
800 delegation meetings were con-
cluded to establish networks and con-
nect business opportunities around the 
world.

Innovation to drive transformation 
of the aviation industry
New concepts and breakthrough ideas 
to transform the future saw a total 
of 32 companies from eight countries 
pitched on topics in Digital Solutions, 
Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity, 
Automation and Smart Transport, Smart 
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Manufacturing and Marketplace and 
Sustainability and Energy. The two days 
of pitching and discussions saw Lumit-
ics, MicroSec, SenseGiz, CargoAI.co and 
Transkinect emerge as winning teams 
for their innovative solutions in their 
respective categories that are deemed 
to potentially transform the aviation in-
dustry. All winning participants receive 
three months of co-working space at 
BLOCK71 Singaporeh.

During the Education Days on 13 and 
14 Feb 2020, Singapore Airshow Aero 
Campus welcomed almost 1,000 univer-
sity undergraduates, full-time national 
servicemen and jobseekers to connect 
with nine higher education institu-
tions such as Singapore Institute of 
Technology, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University and Workforce Singapore for 
introduction to careers in the aviation 
sector, as well as meet with potential 
employers such as ATR, Boeing, Pratt & 
Whitney, Rolls Royce and SIA Engineer-
ing Company. This underscores the 
importance of Singapore Airshow in 
providing a platform for developing the 
talent pipeline to ensure the flow of new 
talents with relevant skills that would 
help the aviation sector progress into 
the next era.

Mr Andrew Phua, Director, Exhibitions 
and Conferences, Singapore Tourism 
Board, said: “We congratulate Experia 
Events on the positive response achieved 
by the Singapore Airshow 2020 and are 
encouraged by the support of attendees 
and exhibitors despite current concerns 
over COVID-19. The commitment of key 
industry leaders to return for the Singa-
pore Airshow’s next edition in 2022 is tes-
tament to the show’s standing as not just 
Asia’s largest, but also one of the most 
important aerospace and defence events 
in the world. In addition, the continued 
support from key exhibitors is a signal 
of the confidence that the international 
business community has in Singapore’s 
long-term credentials and standing as a 
compelling business events destination.”

An array of Public Day programmes
In view of the evolving Coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19), Singapore Airshow 
2020 has scaled down tickets for sale by 
more than half. Over the two public days 
from 15 – 16 February, visitors will get to 
enjoy a total of four display performances 
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from three countries that include the Re-
public of Singapore Air Force’s aerial dis-
play team consisting of an F-15SG fighter 
jet and two AH-64D attack helicopters, 
China’s People’s Liberation Army Air 
Force aerobatics team Ba Yi, the United 
States Marine Corps’ F-35B Joint Strike 
Fighter, and the United States Pacific Air 
Forces’ F-22 Raptor. The United States Air 
Force’s B-52 Stratofortress will also be per-
forming a flyover on 15 February.

Other activities happening on ground 
include meet-and-greet sessions with 
the Singapore Airshow mascots, Captain 
Leo and Captain Leonette, roving Super-
hero characters, live-band performances 
by The Band of the Pacific from the 
United States Air Force, and the inaugu-
ral SG Experience which features home-
grown F&B and lifestyle brands. Public 
can also have a taste of the Aerokueh 
and Brewerkz Afterburner Pacific Pale 
Ale, created specially for Singapore 
Airshow 2020.

Livestreaming of Singapore Airshow 
2020
Singapore Airshow 2020 is excited to 
partner PIONEER, an online defence pub-
lication, to produce and LIVE stream the 
aerobatic flying display for the first time, 
on 15 and 16 Feb, at 11.30am and 2.30pm 
on both days. The show will be hosted 
by DJs from POWER 98 LOVE SONGS – 
Jerald Koh and 88.3JIA – Ben Lee, and 
veteran hosts Augustine Anthuvan and 
Desmond Lee. The LIVE streams are 
available on Singapore Airshow (www.
singaporeairshow.com) and PIONEER’s 
(www.defencepioneer.sg) website and 
social media channels.
It will also be streamed live on www.
meWATCH.sg (previously Toggle) and 
made available to regional broadcasters 
and online platforms via Globecast. For 
transmission parameters, please contact 

asia.bookings@globecast.com
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EXECUTIVE IN FOCUS

DR. DENNIS GOEGE SIGNS UP FOR THE NEWLY CREATED 
POST OF VP, EUROPE AT LOCKHEED MARTIN

LEADERSHIP PROMOTIONS AT PREMIER JET CENTRE

Stepping down as the Executive Board 
representative for Defence and Security in 
German Aerospace Centre (DLR),  
Dr. Dennis Goege has joined Lockheed 
Martin in the newly created post of Vice 
President for Central and Eastern Europe. 
His vast experience of 14 years in leader-
ship and general management will cer-
tainly be beneficial to lead Lockheed’s ex-
pansion in the region. He will be based in 
the Berlin office and will report directly to 
Jonathan Hoyle, Vice President and Chief 
Executive Europe at Lockheed Martin.

Pleased to welcome Dennis in his new 
role Jonathan Hoyle said, “This new post 
has been created in response to significant 
business growth in Central and European 
markets and to set out a path for building 
on business opportunities in the region.”

Dennis is experienced in areas of global 

public policy, political and government re-
lations as well as independent technology 
and capability development consultancy.

Besides he has a string of successful posi-
tions behind his name. He worked as an Ex-
ecutive Officer in the Science and Technol-
ogy Organisation in NATO in France. Prior to 
that, in 2000 he was a research scientist at 
DLR where he quickly climbed the corporate 
ladder. In 2016 he became the founder and 
MD of DLR’s Institute for the Protection of 
Maritime Infrastructures in Bremerhaven, 
Germany. Besides he was also the Program 
Coordinator for Defence and Security and 
advisor to the German Ministry of Defence 
and to the Munich Security Conference.

He will have Germany, Austria, Switzer-
land, Romania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Croatia and the Baltics countries 
businesses under him.

 Premier Jet Centre (PJC)  has announced 
three important leadership promotions 
in the flight line operations. Dan Shoe-
maker has been promoted to Training 
Supervisor, Jennifer Swenson has been 
promoted to Customer Service Supervi-
sor, and Nealon Thompson has been 
promoted to Line Supervisor.

“Dan, Jenn, and Nealon collectively 
bring 55 years of experience and knowl-
edge into our flight line department. 
Their capabilities will help us expand 
our operations and continue to succeed 
in providing the best service for our 
customers through our commitment to 
prioritizing safety, training, and cus-
tomer service”, said Brian Bourbeau, Line 
Services Manager.

Dan Shoemaker, Training Supervisor, 
is responsible for all training within the 
department as well as managing the in-
ternal quality assurance program. Dan 
worked in sales and customer service 
for 12 years and instructed martial arts 
for 16 years before beginning his avia-
tion career, joining PJC as a Flight Line 
Technician in 2017. He holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History from the 
University of Wisconsin Eau Claire and 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 

Administration in Healthcare from the 
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee.

Jenn Swenson, Customer Service 
Supervisor, is leading the customer 
service team and managing daily op-
erations, including the hiring, training, 
and development of the team. Jenn at-
tended the University of North Dakota 
and holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Commercial Aviation. Jenn worked 
as a pilot for Mesaba Airlines, Endeavor 
Air, and Delta Air Lines before joining 
the PJC team in 2019.

Nealon Thompson, Line Supervisor, is 

responsible for overseeing the flight line 
department, including the development 
of team members and managing essential 
day-to-day operations. Nealon has 27 years 
of experience in the field of public safety 
and is also responsible for overseeing PJC’s 
flight line safety program. Nealon holds 
an Associate of Applied Science degree 
in Fire Science from the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force. He is also a Certified 
Emergency Manager, holds a private pilot 
certificate, and is currently working to-
wards earning his instrument rating and 
commercial pilot certificate.
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JOHN BERIZZI & JOHN WASMUND JOINS 
THE SALES TEAM OF UNITED AVIONICS, US

 John Berizzi  and  John Wasmund  
joined the US sales team of Universal 
Avionics. The announcement was 
made by Mr. Don Milum, Senior Sales 
Manager.

“John Berizzi and John Wasmund each 
bring a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence to UA’s US Sales team,” said Don 
Milum. “They are both solid team players 
that will serve us well as we move forward 
with our growth initiatives in the Business 
Aviation Aftermarket,” he added.

With over three decades of experience, 
John Berizzi joins the company as South-
Central US Regional Sales Manager and 
he will be supporting the company’s Au-
thorized Dealer and Integrator Network 
along with aircraft owners and operators 
throughout the states of Texas, Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia.

Specializing in aircraft modifications 
since 1993, John Berizzi has developed a 
thorough understanding of the com-
plexities of aircraft improvements for 

both their operational 
features and benefits, and 
for aircraft value increases. 
Prior to UA, John Berizzi 
held various positions at 
Stevens Aviation, National 
Flight Services, and Boca 
Aircraft Maintenance. John 
Berizzi has overseen many 
Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance-Broadcast 
(ADS-B) Out compliance 
installations and numerous 
Future Air Navigation System (FANS) 1/A 
and Aeronautical Telecommunications 
Network Baseline 1 (ATN B1) upgrades 
using UA solutions.

John Wasmund will be the Southwest 
US Regional Sales Manager. He will 
be based out of the greater Phoenix, 
Arizona area and in his new role he 
will support the company’s Authorized 
Dealer and Integrator Network along 
with aircraft owners and operators 
throughout the states of California, 

Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, and 
New Mexico. He has over two decades of 
experience in general aviation aircraft 
ranging from bench test/repair, instal-
lation, engineering, Supplemental Type 
Certificate (STC) development, project 
management, product development, and 
quote team development. For the past 12 
years, John Wasmund has held Technical 
Avionics Sales roles at Hawker Beech-
craft and Constant Aviation, serving 
customers across North America.

JIM NYPELS JOINS APOC’S ENGINE TRADING 
DIVISION AS TROUBLESHOOTING SPECIALIST
APOC Aviation has brought about some 
organizational changes as it gears for a 
return into increased leasing and trading 
activity. As a part of this, Jim Nypels joins 
the new Engine Trading Division under 
Anca Mihalache, VP Engine Trading, who 
will mentor Nypels in his new role.

Praising Nypels, Anca Mihalache said,” 
I strongly believe that his solid experi-
ence of the APOC ethos combined with 
a genuine enthusiasm for the engines 
side of the aviation aftermarket will be 
immediate assets as she grows her team. 
The new APOC Aviation engines division 
is focused on CFM56-3/5A/5B/7B and 
V2500-A5 engines. A dynamic program is 
already underway as we pursue our strat-
egy to build trading relationships with 
like-minded counterparties. Jim will work 
with the team to foster our relationships 
with airlines, investors and repair shops. 
He will help to manage engine part sales 

and evaluate engine stock for trading, 
leasing or teardown.”

Nypels has been with APOC since the 
start of the business in 2015. After a period 
as Warehouse & Logistics Manager he 
moved to project management focusing 
on airframe teardowns - a core activity 
for the innovative leasing, trading, aircraft 
component and part-out specialist.

In his previous role as project manager 
Nypels was accustomed to troubleshoot-
ing unforeseen problems and he sees this 
as a core strength. “At this challenging 
time for the aviation industry I am cur-
rently concentrating on engine valua-
tions and preparing for the integration 
of the Company’s engine platform on its 
proprietary software ‘Alicanto’. Our guid-
ing principle at APOC is to leave nothing 
to chance so we are devoting a great deal 
of investment and time into the develop-
ment of the engine module within our 

best-in-class IT platform. Contributing to 
these new developments and undertaking 
training from our technical department 
will help fast-track my engine knowledge” 
he says. “We have big 
plans for APOC’s 
Engine Trading 
division and I 
am excited to 
be one of the 
pioneers in the 
team.”
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J. DAN GOVATOS TAKES OVER AS THE DIRECTOR OF 
OPERATIONS OF KEYSTONE AVIATION

PAUL KENT TO LEAD BOC AVIATION AS THE CHIEF 
COMMERCIAL OFFICER IN UK, US, AFRICA

In a recent announcement by Keystone 
Aviation, J. Dan Govatos has been ap-
pointed to the position of Director of 
Operations position based in Salt Lake 
City. An industry veteran with an ex-
perience of over three decades, Govatos 
will provide enhanced focus of aircraft 
operations, safety and training while 
strengthening aviation industry best 
practices and relationships.

Aaron Fish, Chief Operating Officer of 
Keystone Aviation, commented, “Dan 
brings years of strategic development ex-
perience to the leadership team and will 
help keep Keystone Aviation the leading 
aircraft charter, management and main-
tenance provider based in Utah.”

Govatos was a captain on Airbus, Boeing, 
Falcon and Gulfstream among many other 
aircraft types in both airline and corpo-
rate flight operations. His past experience 
includes that of Director of Operations, 
Director of Safety and Director of Train-
ing under FAR parts 121 and 135 and Chief 
Pilot. He also holds an FAA Airframe and 
Powerplant Mechanic/Engineer certificate 
and is Six Sigma Green Belt certified.

“I look forward to working with the 
highly qualified team and have started 

by focusing on modernizing operations 
and procedures to meet today’s customer 
requests in order to provide the best 
experience possible. Keystone Aviation is 
working on scalable solutions to meet the 
growing demand for private jet charter 
and aircraft management,” said Govatos.

As private jet charter and manage-
ment expands to meet market needs for 
personalized, flexible and safe travel for 

individuals and corporations, Keystone 
Aviation is positioned to deliver the high-
est level of service across every aspect of 
consideration when it comes to charter-
ing, maintaining and operating aircraft.

He is a graduate from Spartan College 
of Aeronautics and Technology, Gova-
tos holds a Bachelor of Applied Science 
in Aviation/Airway Management and 
Operations.

In the latest announcement by BOC Avia-
tion, Mr. Steven Townend is appointed 
as the Deputy Managing Director and 
Chief Financial Officer with effect from 
1 October 2020. He will step down as the 
Chief Commercial Officer (Europe, Ameri-
cas and Africa) to be replaced by Mr. Paul 
Kent, aged 45. Mr. Kent will be based in 
London and will report directly to Robert 
Martin, Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer.
Robert Martin, Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer, BOC Aviation 
said, “We are delighted to welcome 
Paul to his new role from 1 June 2020, 
and as the newest member of our 
senior management team. Paul brings 
with him a wealth of experience from 
his previous roles in the global aircraft 

banking and leasing industry, as 
we continue to strengthen our 
core aircraft operating leasing 
capabilities.”

Mr. Kent started his career at Ci-
tibank where he worked for nine 
years. He was a part of the leader-
ship team that launched Doric as 
a new asset management platform 
in the aviation industry. In his 
career span of over 24 years, Mr Kent 
co-led the set-up of Amedeo as a 
principal shareholder. There 
he managed all commercial 
activities of the company in-
cluding aircraft leasing and 
sales, capital raising and 
investments, and aircraft 
manufacturer relationships.
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