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Liebherr-Aerospace and Max Aero-
space, India’s leading private sector 

aviation and aerospace engineering or-
ganisation based in Mumbai has signed 
a cooperation agreement covering repair 
and maintenance of components as well 
as maintenance and overhaul of heat 
exchangers.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Liebherr-Aerospace renews an already 
existing repair license on Airbus com-
ponents and supports Max Aerospace 
in developing industrial capabilities 
dedicated to heat exchangers manu-
factured by Liebherr for Airbus aircraft. 
Max Aerospace will thus join Liebherr-

Aerospace’s worldwide network for heat 
exchanger maintenance.

“We see India to evolve as one of the 
world’s major aviation markets, includ-
ing MRO activities”, said Joël Cadaux, 
Director Business & Services – Customer 
Services, Liebherr-Aerospace & Trans-
portation SAS. “The partnership with 
Max Aerospace is key to support locally 
the Indian operators with Liebherr OEM 
quality, jointly with our office based in 
Bangalore and our Liebherr-Aerospace’s 
regional service center based in Singa-
pore.”

Bharat Malkani, Chairman and 
Director of Max Aerospace & Aviation 
Ltd., added, “The coming together of 
both organizations brings world-class 
service for Liebherr components at the 
doorstep of aircraft operators in India 
and the surrounding region. We see 
this as an opportunity for establish-
ing a firm and sustainable footprint 
for support of Liebherr components. 
Coupled with the encouraging growth 
in the aviation sector, we shall look 
to grow this partnership to include 
maintenance of many more Liebherr 
products.”

Dassault Aviation will present the 
Falcon 2000S at India’s larg-

est military/civil aircraft show, Aero 
India, at Yelahanka Air Force Station, 
Bengaluru. The aircraft along with 
the company’s Rafale frontline fighter 
will be presented at the five-day 
event.  The first Falcon 2000 nose 
section which is made by the Dassault 
Reliance Aerospace Limited (DRAL) at 
its manufacturing facility in Nagpur, 

India, will also be displayed during 
the show.

EASA and the FAA recently certified 
the Falcon 2000S for low visibility ap-
proaches down to 100 feet using the 
advanced FalconEye Combined Vision 
System (CVS).

The Falcon 2000 is known for its reli-
ability, cabin comfort, hot-and-high 
capability and low operating cost thus 
making it quite popular among the 

Indian operators.
With the redesigned wings, more 

powerful engines and an intuitive 
second-generation EASy II flight 
deck makes it easy for the aircraft to 
operate in and out of small, hard-to-
reach airfields like those through-
out the Indian subcontinent while 
permitting passengers to fly nonstop 
from Mumbai to Beijing or Delhi to 
Moscow.
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TurboTech Defence & Aerospace, SAFRAN Helicopter 
Engine partner for European and Indian market

TurboTech Defence and Aerospace, 
a turbo machinery and mechani-

cal engineering company will produce 

the oil cooling system and component 
for  SAFRAN Helicopter Engine (Ardiden 
10 Engine)at its newly set up Bangalore 

plant, for the use of European and In-
dian market from 2019. The production 
activities will begin from June 2019.

The Oil Cooling System (OCS) has been 
successfully designed and developed 
for the first time in the country for the 
Ardiden 1H engine.

After successfully designing the OCS, 
the units had undergone 28 Qualifica-
tion tests successfully as specified by the 
Centre for Military Airworthiness, the 
Certifying agency (CEMILAC). TurboTech 
has produced more than 500 units and 
accumulated more than 70,000 hours of 
snag-free operational flying operating 
on Advanced Light Helicopter ALH (Mark 
III &IV).

TurboTech is also the first fully indig-
enous manufacturers of Turbo Chargers 
for T90 Tanks at V9252 Engine fitted on 
T90 tanks.
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Lufthansa Technik to launch new site for repair and overhaul of 
engine parts in Hungary

Lufthansa Technik AG has selected a 
new site for repair and overhaul of 

aircraft engine parts in Hungary. The 
facility will be named as Lufthansa 
Technik Miskolc and will be a new fully-
owned subsidiary of Lufthansa Technik. 
The construction at the new site is said 
to start in 2021 and it will be fully opera-
tional by 2022.

The facility will utilise around 20,000 
square meters of production space. The 
extended production capacity will great-
ly benefit the customers of Lufthansa 
Technik´s Engine Parts & Accessories 
Repair (EPAR) network.

“As the fourth-largest city in Hun-
gary, Miskolc offers a great number 
of highly-qualified technical experts 
and moreover a good infrastructure”, 
added Philip Mende, Head of Engine 
Parts and Mobile Engine Services at 
Lufthansa Technik.  “We look for-

ward to building Lufthansa Technik 
Miskolc together and adding the new 
colleagues to our worldwide net-
work.”

In the long run, Lufthansa Technik 
Miskolc will employ around 400 
people. The employees will receive 
training and qualification courses in 
2019 and it will partly take place at 
the existing sites of the EPAR network 
in Germany, Malaysia, .Ireland, China 
and the USA. Hence, the triple-digit 
million-euro range investment will 
not only encompass state-of-the-art 
machinery for procedures such as 
cleaning, thermal spraying and heat 
treatment of engine parts, but also an 
extensive training and qualification 
programme

By investing in the new location, 
Lufthansa Technik´s EPAR is further 
strengthening its market position and 

expanding its repair portfolio for enter-
ing the new engine generation.

“I am honoured that a world-renowned 
company such as Lufthansa Technik is 
expanding its presence in Hungary,” 
said Péter Szijjártó, Hungary´s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. “On the one 
hand, this decision once more proves the 
attractiveness of our business location. 
On the other hand, it also recognizes the 
enormous commitment of the people in 
Miskolc.”

“For technology companies, Mis-
kolc has already proven to be a great 
place to invest in,” said  Ákos Kriza, 
Mayor of Miskolc. “We are honoured 
to welcome Lufthansa Technik in our 
city and we are going to justify their 
trust with the same outstanding 
support that has already fostered 
many business success stories here 
before.”
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Airbus inaugurates its commercial pilot and 
maintenance training centre in Delhi, India
Airbus has launched a world-class 

training centre for commercial pi-
lots and maintenance engineers in the 
National Capital Region of Delhi, India. 
It is the part of their efforts to support 
the rapid growth of the civil aviation 
sector in the country.

Airbus has forecasted that there is a 
need for more than 25,000 new pilots 
in India in the next 20 years so to 
keep up with the current double-digit 
growth in its commercial aviation 
industry.

The training centre has an A320 
flight simulator for full-flight simu-
lation and programmes on aircraft 
procedure training, computer-based 
classroom training and standard 
pilot transition training, including an 
‘Upgrade to Command’ course which 
is designed to improve the skills and 
maturity of co-pilots as they transition 

to commandership.
The new facility in Delhi will comple-

ment Airbus India’s training centre 
in Bengaluru which has trained more 
than 4,500 maintenance engineers 
since its commencement in 2007. 

Airbus has a highly customised 
training programme for pilots, mainte-

nance crew and engineers worldwide. 
By opening a training facility in India 
the company is focusing on making 
the most advanced training technolo-
gies accessible to the subcontinent and 
is creating a highly skilled workforce 
in line with the government’s ‘Skill 
India’ initiative.



www.mrobusinesstoday.com
6 March 01, 2019

Embraer E195-E2 to receive Pratt & Whitney’s GTF 
PW1900G production engines

Pratt & Whitney, a subsidiary of 
United Technologies has delivered 

the GTF PW1900G production engines 
to Embraer for the E195-E2 aircraft at 
Embraer’s E2 final assembly line in São 
José dos Campos, São Paulo, Brazil.

The E195-E2 is expected to enter into 
service with Azul Brazilian Airlines in 
the second half of 2019. Embraer’s E190-
E2 aircraft, which entered service in 
April 2018 with Widerøe, followed by Air 
Astana in December 2018 is also pow-
ered by the Pratt & Whitney PW1900G 
engine.

“Delivering the first production en-
gines for the E195-E2 is an important 
milestone for the programme,” said 
Graham Webb, vice president of Com-
mercial Engine Programmes at Pratt & 
Whitney. “We look forward to continuing 
to work together to support Embraer’s 

second GTF-powered E2 aircraft model.”
The E195-E2 aircraft, when compared 

to the previous-generation E195 has 
more than 24 percent reduction in fuel 
burn per seat. It has NOx emissions 50 
percent below the ICAO CAEP/6 regula-
tion and 19dB to 20dB of ICAO Chapter 4 
cumulative noise margin.

Besides being selected as the ex-
clusive propulsion system for the E2 
commercial aircraft, the APS2600E 
auxiliary power unit (APU) of Pratt 
& Whitney is the sole-sourced APU 
for the E2 family. The airline gets 
greater flexibility because of the 
APS2600E APU as it increases the 
altitude ceiling for ETOPS and other 
operations, and by providing a sig-
nificant increase in electrical power 
delivery to fulfil the needs of today’s 
airlines.

Fernando Antonio Oliveira, Embraer’s 
E2 Programme Director said, “We are 
excited to receive the GTF production 
engines for the initial serial production 
of the E195-E2, as we know firsthand 
the advantages that these engines 
provide to our customers and the envi-
ronment.” 
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Airbus launches new innovation centre in China

Airbus has inagurated it’s Innovation 
Centre in Shenzhen, China. The Air-

bus China Innovation Centre (ACIC) has 
been operational since early 2018 and 
has been focusing on designing, testing, 
and certifying new technologies relating 
to Hardware Lab, Connectivity, Manufac-

turing Innovation, Cabin Experience, and 
Urban Air Mobility.

Airbus also signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Shenzhen Mu-
nicipal Commerce Bureau to explore 
Urban Air Mobility (UAM) solutions in 
Shenzhen at the ceremony. Both the 

parties will cooperate with each other 
to speed up the R&D, application and 
industrialisation of Urban Air Mobil-
ity (UAM) in Shenzhen. Airbus aims 
to increase the development of the 
local mobility ecosystem and promote 
the UAM solutions fitting the local 
transportation needs with extended 
regional partners.

ACIC is on a mission to fully leverage 
local advantages including talents, en-
terprises and ecosystem. They will com-
bine it with Airbus expertise in aero-
space, to identify, explore and accelerate 
breakthroughs in technologies, business 
models and new growth opportunities.

The centre also commits to finding out 
the next big change to transform the 
aerospace sector while tapping into the 
local talent, technology and partner pool 
which will further develop Airbus’ in-
novation capabilities to shape the future 
of flight.

The Airbus China Innovation Centre 
is Airbus’ first innovation centre in Asia 
and second worldwide after A3 in Silicon 
Valley.
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GetJet Airlines leases three 
A320-200 aircraft from 
GECAS

GECAS, an Irish–American commercial aviation financ-
ing and leasing company has signed an agreement 

to lease three A320-200 aircraft to GetJet Airlines. The 
aircraft will be delivered in spring 2019.

“The addition of these new aircraft is an important 
step in our strategy to fill the gaps in the market and 
swiftly adjust to the current context of the rapidly 
changing aviation market,” said Aleksandr Celiadin, 
Executive Chairman of GetJet Airlines. “Recent devel-
opments in our region have forced us to react quickly 
to satisfy growing passenger flows and support our 
wet lease customers and tour operators. Once the 
A320 are delivered, we will be operating a fleet of 15 
aircraft – 7x A320s and 7x Boeing 737 classics, and our 
recently added wide-body Airbus A330. This larger 
fleet provides us with exciting opportunities to serve 
new clients and offer an expanded range of opera-
tions.”

 “As the first airline in the Baltics to have an Airbus A330 
in our fleet, we can offer long-haul ACMI and long-term 
wet lease solutions with both wide-body and narrow-
body aircraft. Having recently secured long-term con-
tracts with the region’s largest tour operators and legacy 
airlines in Europe, we believe we are well positioned in 
our niche as a one-stop shop,” said A. Celiadin.

“Given the wealth of aviation experience presented by 
the GetJet Airlines management team, GECAS is delighted 
to support their growth plans with these aircraft,” said 
Shairon Sexton, VP, Sales and Marketing, Europe and 
Canada, GECAS.

Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness Prince
SULTAN BIN SALMAN BIN ABDULAZIZ AL SAUD

Chairman of the Saudi Space Agency
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Western hosts groundbreaking ceremony for new 
hanger at San Antonio International Airport

Western LLC, a commercial real 
estate development and a design-

build firm will be organising an event 
to celebrate the groundbreaking of 
“Premier AeroNautique at SAT” the firms 
newest Corporate Hangar Development 
at San Antonio International Airport on 
12th March 2019. The event will be held 
on-site at 10440 John Cape Road.

The new Corporate Aviation Campus 
will consist of seven hangars and associ-
ated office space totalling over 125,000 
SF.

Honoured guests who would be the 
part of the event includes Russ Handy, 
Aviation Director of the City of San 
Antonio, Brad Henderson, President of 
Western LLC, and future tenants includ-
ing executives from Cutter Aviation, 
AirMed/Air Evac Lifeteam, JetLinx, and 
Syberjet.

Prior to the event, an open session will 
be hosted by Western on 7th March 2019 
for those interested in learning more 
about the development. This session will 
be held on-site at 10440 John Cape Road 
in Hangar 4. 

Handy believes that the $25 million 
multi-hangar development initiative is 

SupportersHost Sponsor
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the largest single private/corporate capi-
tal project in San Antonio International 
Airport’s history.

These high-tech facilities will be a 
part of the first hangar development 
at SAT since 2014, where the average 
age of existing hangars is around 20 
years.
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Defence exclusive

Boeing presents its new unmanned system for 
global defence customers

Designed for the global defence custom-
ers, Boeing Australia introduces its 

newest unmanned platform, the Boeing 
Airpower Teaming System. The aircraft will 
complement airborne missions by teaming 
up with existing military aircraft.

It is the company’s largest investment 
outside the United States in a new un-
manned aircraft programme.

The Australian Minister for Defence, 
Christopher Pyne MP unveiled a model 
of the Boeing Airpower Teaming System 
at the Australian International Airshow.

The Australian Government and Boe-
ing will produce a concept demonstrator 
called the Loyal Wingman - Advanced 
Development Programme, as part of 
their research and development activ-
ity that will be used in learning about 
the production of the Boeing Airpower 
Teaming System.

The Boeing Airpower Teaming System 
will provide fighter-like performance, 
measuring 38 feet long (11.7 metres) and 
will be able to fly more than 2,000 nau-
tical miles, integrate sensor packages 
onboard to support intelligence, surveil-

lance and reconnaissance missions and 
electronic warfare and use artificial 
intelligence to fly independently or in 
support of manned aircraft while main-
taining safe distance between other 
aircraft.

Kellstrom Defense, Sabena technics partner for a 
multi year supplier agreement
Kellstrom Defense Aerospace, Inc. 

(KDA) will partner with Sabena 
technics, a leading French independent 
provider of aircraft maintenance and 
modification solutions to support the 
C-130 aircraft maintenance.

A wide range of aftermarket parts sup-
port and component repair and overhaul 
services will be provided by KDA under 
this multiyear agreement.

“We are excited to provide an integrat-
ed aftermarket package to Sabena tech-
nics in support of their global aircraft 
refurbishment programmes” said Andy 
Trosper, President of Global Distribution 
and Supply Chain. “The collaborative 
relationship we have developed with Sa-
bena technics has made it possible for us 
to come to quick decisions that benefit 
the programme. The Kellstrom Defense 
Advantage ensures that the customer 
benefits from the value of our total of-
ferings, our flexibility, and our overall 
commitment to our customers and the 
end mission.”
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TLMAL exemplifies Make in India goals by delivering 100th C-130J 
Super Hercules Empennage
Tata Lockheed Martin Aerostructures 

Limited (TLMAL), a joint venture be-
tween Tata Advanced Systems Limited 
(TASL) and Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
has delivered the 100th C-130J Super 
Hercules empennage from its manu-
facturing facility located in Hyderabad, 
India. It is a milestone for the company 
as it highlights the ongoing success of 
Lockheed Martin’s hallmark Make in 
India partnership with Tata.

TLMAL empennage assemblies include 
the aircraft’s horizontal and vertical 
stabilizers along with leading edges 
and tip assemblies. TLMAL is the only 
worldwide source of C-130J empennage 
assemblies that are installed on all new 
Super Hercules aircraft manufactured in 
Marietta, Georgia, United States. 

Sets of C-130J centre wing box compo-
nents were also previously made by the TL-

MAL team and they also introduced a new 
cutting-edge 4,700 square-meter metal-to-
metal bonding facility in May 2018.

The empennages manufactured by 
TLMAL have been included in C-130Js 
that have supported critical worldwide 
search and rescue, combat delivery, 
peacekeeping, maritime patrol, aerial 
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refuelling, special operations, medevac 
and humanitarian response missions. 
They are also included in the LM-100J, 
the commercial variant of the Super 
Hercules.

TLMAL currently employs 500 people 
and was established in 2010 at Hyder-
abad.
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Saab signs Mou with Indian aerospace companies for Gripen 
Aerostructures
Saab, a Swedish aerospace and defence 

company has signed new Memoran-
dums of Understanding (MoU) with three 
of India’s leading aerospace manufactur-
ers; Dynamatic Technologies Limited, 
CIM Tools Private Limited and Sansera 
Engineering Private Limited. The MoUs 
will help enable Saab to work with these 
Indian companies to establish an indig-
enous, efficient, tailor-made manufactur-
ing system that will develop, deliver and 
support state-of-the-art Gripen fighters 
in India for the Indian Air Force.

The MoU that is signed with CIM Tools 
and Sansera will expand the existing 
working relationships with Saab on 
commercial aerostructures to the Gripen 
fighter and other defence-related prod-
ucts in the Saab portfolio.

The MoU with Dynamatic will be a 
starting point that will explore future 

joint opportunities in commercial and 
defence-related aerostructures work, 
including Gripen.

“I am pleased that the fruitful co-oper-
ation we have established over several 
years with CIM Tools and Sansera can be 
further developed for the Gripen fighter. 
The MoU with Dynamatic has the po-
tential to further develop our ecosystem 
for commercial aerostructures as well as 
Gripen.” said Lars Jensen, Managing Di-
rector and Head of Saab Aerostructures.

“Saab’s Aerostructures business unit 
has had a successful relationship with 
CIM Tools and Sansera for several years. 
Based on that experience we see these 
two companies can add great value to 
our Gripen ‘Make in India’ offer,” said 
Mats Palmberg, VP Industrial Partner-
ships and Head of Gripen for India. “The 
MoU with Dynamatic adds the capabili-

ties of complex airframe assembly to 
Saab’s ‘Make in India’ offer for Gripen.”

Dynamatic Technologies Limited is a 
company that designs and builds highly-en-
gineered products for automotive, aeronautic, 
hydraulic and security applications at various 
locations in India and Europe. Dynamatic 
has a wide range of capabilities including 
complex structural assembly, detailed parts 
manufacturing and engineering services.

CIM Tools Private Limited is a leading aero-
space manufacturing company that provides 
components, detailed parts and sub-assem-
blies for aerospace primes worldwide.

Sansera Engineering Limited, manu-
factures and engineers forged and 
machined components to prime global 
automotive companies. In 2010, Sansera 
started production of aerospace com-
ponents for leading companies in the 
aerospace sector.
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US Government gives green signal to 
release Boeing EA-18G Growler to Finland

F-35 sustainment contract 
given to Scandinavian 
Avionics and Terma

Airbus receives three H135 order from 
the Brazilian Navy

The US Department of Defense 
has given the approval to Boe-

ing and the US Navy to release the 
EA-18G Growler to Finland.

The Growler and F/A-18 Super 
Hornet have been offered by Boeing 
and the Navy in a response to a 
query issued by the Finnish Ministry 
of Defence as part of their HX fighter 
programme procurement.

Previously only Australia had 
been authorised to purchase the 
airborne electronic attack (AEA) 
aircraft.

The Growler, an F/A-18 vari-
ant is the world’s most advanced 
AEA platform and the only one in 
production today. Its capabilities 
include disrupting, deceiving or 

denying a broad range of military 
electronic systems including radar 
and communication systems.

Previously only Australia had 
the authorisation to purchase the 
airborne electronic attack (AEA) 
aircraft.

“All strike fighter aircraft rely 
on Growler escort to increase 
survivability during high-threat 
missions,” said Dan Gillian, vice 
president, Boeing, F/A-18 and EA-
18G programmes. “The combination 
of the Super Hornet Block III and 
Growler would provide Finland 
with superior technological capa-
bility particularly suited to Fin-
land’s HX mission requirements.”

Avionics Test Centre Denmark (ATCD) 
formed by Terma and Scandinavian Avion-

ics in collaboration with the US has been given 
the responsibility of maintenance of avionics 
(16 components) for the F-35 fighter aircraft 
by the US Department of Defense F-35 joint 
programme office. They will be responsible for 
the repair and maintenance of avionics com-
ponents from 2021-2025. Its sustainment work 
will be done in Denmark.

ATCD will be in charge of regional repair and 
maintenance of avionics components within 
Europe from 2025.

Søren E Petersen, VP Military sales, Scandina-
vian Avionics said, “Scandinavian Avionics are 
very proud that “Avionics Test Centre Denmark” 
has been selected to be partner in the F-35 Glob-
al support and maintenance chain. This is the 
result of an outstanding cooperation between 
Terma and Scandinavian Avionics as well as 
with the Danish Fighter programme office and 
other Danish authorities.”

The Danish companies Scandinavian Avi-
onics and Terma submitted a joint response, 
to a so-called Request for Information (RFI), 
on maintenance of F-35 components in April 
2018.  The two companies established Avionics 
Test Centre Denmark for this purpose which 
has now been selected to carry out the task of 
maintenance of avionics for the F-35 fighter 
aircraft.

The ATCD has won parts of RFI’s second 
procurement of F-35 components repair to be 
published. Approximately, 60 percent of all the 
F-35 components published for repair are cov-
ered under the initial RFI (Tier 1) together with 
the RFI for Tier 2. The remaining which will be 
approximately 40 percent will be published 
among the F-35 partnership countries later this 
year and in 2020.

Major General Henrik R. Lundstein, Director 
of the Fighter Aircraft Programme in Danish 
Ministry of Defence Acquisition and Logistics 
Organization (DALO) said, “It is very satisfying 
that the Danish Defence’ close collaboration 
with the industrial consortium consisting of 
Scandinavian Avionics and Terma has resulted 
in Danish industry now being awarded the first 
major F-35 maintenance contract. This shows 
that the Danish defence industry is able to com-
pete with the largest companies in the market 
on competitive terms, i.e. price, time, delivery 
security, and quality.”

Airbus has received an order for three H135 light twin-engine helicop-
ters from the Brazilian Navy which will be operated by the 1st Gen-

eral Purpose Helicopter Squadron (HU-1). Under the contract, the Airbus 
will also provide a comprehensive HCare support and services package 
which will guarantee the highest levels of availability for this fleet.

The H135 helicopters will replace the current light twin-engine AS355s 
and could also carry out missions in the frame of the Brazilian Antarctic 
Programme in the future.

The aircraft will be used for a wide range of missions such as special op-
erations, naval inspection, transport of troops and freight, search and res-
cue and medical evacuation. Two of the helicopters will have aeromedical 
kits. Also, equipment’s such as cargo hook, an emergency flotation system, 
a winch, as well as weather radar will be included in the aircraft.

At present there are more than 1,280 helicopters of the H135 family 
that are in operation around the globe, having flown 4.9 million flight 
hours.
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Portuguese Air Force chooses Collins Aerospace for C-130H Hercules 
aircraft modernisation effort

Minister for Defence Industry, Northrop 
Grumman Australia sign the Australian 
Industry Capability Deed

Collins Elbit Vision 
Systems delivers 1,000th 
F-35 Helmet Mounted 
Display System

Collins Aerospace, subsidiary of Unit-
ed Technologies has been chosen by 

the Portuguese Air Force to modernise 
its C-130H Hercules military transport 
aircraft.

As the company is serving as a contrac-
tor to OGMA – Industria Aeronautica 
de Portugal, it will provide its Flight2 
aftermarket avionics solution, which is 
the most cost-effective and lowest-risk 

Collins Elbit Vision Systems (CEVS), a 
joint venture between Collins Aero-

space and Elbit Systems of America de-
livered its 1000th F-35 Helmet Mounted 
Display (HMD) System.

The award-winning F-35 HMD system 
broke technological barriers when it was 
first delivered to Lockheed Martin and 
the F-35 Joint programme office 10 years 
ago.

The system will provide pilots with 
unprecedented situational awareness. 
The pilots will also get all the informa-
tion related to their mission, including 
airspeed, altitude, heading, integrated 
night vision and targeting informa-
tion which will be projected onto the 
helmet’s visor rather than on a tradi-
tional Head-up Display. This approach 
significantly reduces pilot workload and 
increases overall mission effectiveness.

Northrop Grumman Australia, an 
aerospace and defence technol-

ogy company has signed the Australian 
Industry Capability (AIC) Deed.

The certificate was signed by Aus-
tralian Minister for Defence Industry, 
Steven Ciobo, and Warren King, chair-
man of Northrop Grumman Australia’s 
Advisory Board.

CNS/ATM upgrade solution.

The Portuguese Air Force’s C-130H will 
be in compliance with the most recent 
International Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion standards by upgrading to Flight2. 
They will also be equipped with a tacti-
cal advantage in military operations 
because of the upgrade.

The Flight2 upgradation will turn a fed-

erated analogue system into a modern 
digital glass cockpit that will provide 
commonality to commercial aircraft.

Collins will leverage its Flight2 Mobility 
Mission Application (MMA) architecture, 
as part of the upgrade which will enable 
the customers to choose from a superset 
of off-the-shelf capabilities. Customers 
can make use of the MMA architecture to 
tailor the system according to their mis-
sion requirements; comply with regional 
communications navigation surveil-
lance/air traffic management mandates, 
or simply to get the most out of the 
capabilities for a given budget.

“The Portuguese Air Force uses C-130s 
for a broad range of missions, including 
personnel and cargo transport, and even 
firefighting,” said Dave Schreck, vice 
president, Military Avionics & Helicop-
ters for Collins Aerospace. “Modernising 
to the Flight2 system provides their 
Air Force with the latest generation 
of avionics aimed at optimising their 
operations while making the most of 
their budget and minimising aircraft 
downtime.”

The AIC Deed 
formed by Northrop 
Grumman estab-
lishes a framework to 
deliver real opportu-
nities for Australian 
industry in major 
defence programmes, 
in particular, the MQ-
4C Triton programme 
with the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force.
The company will 

work with the government to develop 
a skilled workforce to build a sustain-
able, sovereign industrial base.

Small and medium-sized enter-
prises will continue to get help from 
Northrop Grumman to deliver innova-
tive capabilities and technologies to a 
global market.
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Executives in Focus

IATA appoints Ma Tao as Regional Vice 
President for North Asia

AJW Group names Greg Hoggett as 
Technical Director

The International Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA) has appointed Ma 

Tao as its Regional Vice President (RVP) 
for North Asia from 1 March 2019.

Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s Director 
General and CEO will be Ma’s reporting 
head and he will join IATA’s Strategic 
Leadership Team at IATA’s North Asia 
Regional Office in Beijing.

Ma has more than 30 years in aviation. 
He currently works for the Civil Avia-
tion Administration of China (CAAC) 
where he is the Head of the Airworthi-
ness Certification Centre of CAAC. He 
was also appointed as the Permanent 
Representative of China to the Council of 
the International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) from 2006-2017. Dur-
ing his tenure at ICAO, he held various 
key positions including as the Chair of 
the Technical Cooperation Committee 
(2008-2009), the First Vice President of 
the Council (2010-2011), and the Chair of 
the Working Group on Governance and 

Efficiency of the Council (2013-2015).
“I am passionate about aviation and its 

potential to assist in the development 
of North Asia. Having been fortunate 
enough to spend nearly a third of my ca-
reer representing China at ICAO, I know 
first-hand how important global stan-
dards are to international aviation. And 
I am determined to strengthen IATA’s 
relationship with China and the region’s 
stakeholders as we focus on ensuring 
that aviation is safe, secure, efficient and 
sustainable,” said Ma.

Ma has graduated from Civil Avia-
tion University of China (1983) where 
he majored in Aviation English. He also 
has a master’s degree in aviation safety 
management in a joint programme of 
the Civil Aviation University of China 
and Ecole Nationale de L’Aviation Civile.

“We are very excited that Ma Tao will 
be joining IATA. He brings with him 
deep knowledge of the aviation industry, 

AJW Group has appointed Greg 
Hoggett as Technical Director. In 

his new role, Hoggett will look after the 
technical standards and best practices 
across all divisions of the global busi-
ness and focus on driving continuous 
improvement of its supply chains and 
delivering innovative solutions to airline 
MRO challenges.

Boris Wolstenholme, Chief Strategy 
Officer will be Hoggett’s reporting head 
and he will be based at company’s Head-
quarters in Slinfold, West Sussex.

Greg Hoggett, Technical Director, AJW 
Group said, “Throughout my career, I 
have taken pride in exceeding custom-
ers’ expectations and I am looking for-
ward to using my experience to main-
tain the high technical standards for 
which AJW Group is justly renowned.”

Hoggett started his career in the Royal 
Air Force and then went on to work with 
companies like GE Aviation, Tui Group, 

easyJet and TAG Aviation UK where he 
held senior positions. Hoggett is a suit-
able person for this role as he has more 
than three decades of experience in the 
aviation business.

“Greg’s proven leadership skills, 
coupled with his extensive industry 
expertise, make him the ideal candidate 
for this role,” said Christopher Whiteside, 
President and CEO of AJW Group. “His 
appointment reaffirms our absolute 
commitment to delivering exceptional 
support to airlines across the globe and 
I am delighted to welcome him to the 
business.”

China and ICAO. The North Asia region 
has enormous potential. Under Ma’s 
leadership, IATA can contribute to the 
region’s success by promoting global 
standards, efficient regulations, and 
quality infrastructure. China, already the 
world’s second largest aviation market, 
looks to the industry to play a key role in 
its strategic development. The challenge 
is keeping pace with the phenomenal 
growth,” said de Juniac. 

Ma Tao   
IATA      

Greg Hoggett 
AJW Group       
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Certified Aviation Services appoints Jay 
Scott as Director of Operations

David Clifton promoted as Director of Technical & Flight Support 
Service at Cutter Aviation

C
erti-
fied 
Avi-

ation 

Cutter Aviation, an aviation 
service company, has promoted 

David Clifton to the 
position of Director of 

Technical & Flight Support Services. 
David’s new role as Director will be 

Swiss Business Aviation Association names Niclas von 
Planta as President

Clinton Strong promoted as Manager at FlightSafety’s unmanned 
systems training centres in Wichita and Las Vegas

Niclas von Planta, Vice President of ExecuJet 
Europe has been appointed as the new 

President of the Swiss Business Aviation Associa-
tion (SBAA).

The goal of SBAA is to unite all Swiss-based 
aviation professionals so to help defend the 
future of the local business aviation industry. 
The association promotes professional growth 
amongst its members and facilitates the applica-
tion of best practices and the highest standards 
of operational safety.

 “I’m delighted to have been elected as 
President by the core members of the SBAA, 

and am looking forward to bringing my 
experience of the industry from the pri-

vate to the public sphere,” said Niclas 
von Planta, VP of ExecuJet Europe 

and President of the SBAA “Switzer-
land is one of the fastest-growing 
regions in Europe for both private 

jet ownership and charter, and so it 
must be a leading 
light of excellence 
for operational 
safety and service. 

My experience within the Luxaviation Group has 
prepared me well for this task. At ExecuJet, we 
pride ourselves on setting an example for others 
in the industry to follow, by promoting industry-
wide best practices through schemes such as 
Wyvern Wingman and IS-BAH, the International 
Standard for Business Air Handling. Going for-
ward, the SBAA, in conjunction with EBAA, will 
be central to the preservation of these standards, 
protecting the future of business aviation both 
locally in Switzerland and across Europe.”

Helene Niedhart, Vice Chairman and Treasurer 
of the SBAA said, “As the international hub for 
business and diplomacy, Switzerland enjoys a 
significant position within the business aviation 
industry. Events such as the annual World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos or EBACE (Europe’s most 
important Business Aviation Event) in Geneva 
shine a light on our operations and so it is of the 
utmost importance that we continue to advance 
the infrastructure provision, service capabili-
ties and safety standards for business jet users. 
Niclas is the ideal person to lead the SBAA, and 
will be instrumental to guiding us through the 
coming years of progress and growth.”

FlightSafety, a professional aviation train-
ing company has promoted Clinton Strong 

as Manager to the company’s new unmanned 
systems training centres in Wichita, Kansas and 
Las Vegas, Nevada. His responsibilities include 
developing and integrating innovative solutions 
for unmanned systems training programmes for 

drones.
In 2008, Clint joined FlightSafety Interna-

tional as a Citation Excel Instructor and since 
then he has held various positions which 
includes being the Programme Manager, As-
sistant Director of Training, and most recently 
Assistant Centre Manager of the Wichita East 

Learning Centre.
Before joining FlightSafety, Clint worked in 

public safety for 17 years and served as 
a deputy sheriff, police officer, chief of 
police, and airborne law enforcement 
officer.  He has also trained as an Emer-
gency Medical Technician.

Clint has a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Criminal Justice Administration from 
Mountain State University and a Mas-

ter of Business Administration degree from Delta 
State University. He also has an FAA Part 107 
Remote Pilot license as well as an Airline Trans-
port Pilot certificate. He has a lot of experience in 
drone operations and has previously owned and 
operated a UAS business.

The Las Vegas UAS Learning Centre of Flight-
Safety will have operations in Henderson and 
at the Searchlight Airfield. It will offer practical 
flight training of unmanned aircraft systems in 
conjunction with Praxis Aerospace Concepts, Inc. 
The Centre at Wichita will begin its operations in 
a few months.

“We appreciate and value Clint’s contributions 
to the ongoing development of FlightSafety’s 
Unmanned Systems Training programme, 
and look forward to his leadership of our first 
Unmanned Systems Training Centres,” said Nora 
Ann Mishler, Director, Unmanned Systems Train-
ing, Commercial and Government.  “Our Cus-
tomers will benefit from Clint’s experience with 
unmanned systems and his commitment to 
provide the highest quality training programmes 
and outstanding service.”

Niclas von Planta   
Swiss Business Aviation 

Association       

Clinton Strong    
 FlightSafety      
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EVENT DATE VENuE
AP&M Europe 30-31, May 2018 London, UK

European Business Aviation 
Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2018) 29-31, May 2018 Geneva

MRO Europe 16 -18 October 2018 Amsterdam, Netherlands
NBAA Business Aviation Covention &

Exhibition (NBAA-BACE) 16 -18 October 2018 Orlando, Florida

MRO Asia-Pacific 06-08, November 2018 Singapore
Dubai Helishow 2018 06-08, November 2018 Dubai South, Dubai, UAE

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E v e n t s

EVENT DATE VENUE
3rd Connected Aircraft Conference 04-05 March 2019 Dubai, UAE

MRO Russia and CIS 2019 05-06 March  2019 Moscow, Russia
MRO SouthEast Asia 06-07 March  2019 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Legal Symposium 2019 06-08 March 2019 Rome Cavalieri, A Waldorf Astoria 
Resort

Saudi Airshow 12-14 March 2019 Thumamah Airport, Riyadh
World ATM Congress 2019 12-14 March 2019 Madrid, Spain

The 4th Annual Civil Aviation Parts  
Management Forum

27-29 March 2019 Xiamen, China|

4th China AIR LOGISTICS  
Development Conference &  

Exhibiton 2019

28-29 March 2019 Guangzhou, China

Safety and Flight Ops Conference 2019 02-04 April 2019 Barcelona, Spain
Rotorcraft Asia 2019 09-11 April  2019 Changi Exhibition Centre, Singapore

MRO Americas 09-11 April  2019 Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Unmanned Systems Asia 2019 09-11 April  2019 Changi Exhibition Centre, Singapore

ABACE 16-18 April  2019 Shanghai, China

22nd World Aviation Training Summit 30 April-02 May 2019 Orlando, Florida

EBACE 21-23 May 2019 GENEVA

IATA Ground Handling Conference 26-29 May 2019 Madrid, Spain

AP&M Europe 04-06  June  2019 Frankfurt, Germany
Cabin Operations Safety Conference 11-13 June 2019 Istanbul, Turkey

Aviation Data Conference 25-27 June 2019 Athens, Greece
Asian Aviation Education & Training Sym-

posium
27-28 June 2019 Seoul, Republic of Korea

16th Asia Pacific Airline Training  
Symposium

3-4 Sept 2019 Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

World Financial Symposium 23-26 Sept 2019 Miami, Florida
Cas Asia 24-26 Sept 2019  Singapore

  Mro Europe 15-17 Oct 2019 London, UK
Global Airport and Passenger 

Symposium 2019
15-17 Oct 2019 Warsaw, Poland
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