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France-based XL Airways have extended 
its existing contract with AFI KLM 

E&M for component support (repairs and 
pool access) and A checks for the airline’s 

four Airbus A330s. The scope of the con-
tract could sooner or later be broadened to 
include support for other aircraft, depend-
ing on the growth of the XL Airways fleet.
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XL Airways extends component support 
agreement with AFI KLM E&M for its A330 fleet

The two groups have collaborated for 
around ten years. Based at Paris-CDG, 
close to AFI KLM E&M’s facilities and 
maintenance shops, XL Airways has 
benefitted from guaranteed operational 
continuity.

Fabrice Defrance, Senior Vice President 
Commercial AFI KLM E&M, said, “We are 
honoured by the trust placed in us by XL 
Airways, one of our longest-standing cus-
tomers, with which we have forged a true 
partnership bond over the years.”

Jean-Pierre Fachinetti, Vice President 
Maintenance & Engineering XL Airways 
France, added: “The support delivered by 
AFI KLM E&M for years provides us with 
the strongest guarantees of reliability and 
performance for our airline. The quality 
of the services supplied, the expertise of 
the technical teams, and their proximity 
to our facilities are the reasons prompt-
ing us to extend our cooperation with AFI 
KLM E&M, with the assurance that we will 
continue to enjoy optimal support.”

StandardAero to provide 40 Crash-Resistant Fuel Tanks for Grand 
Canyon Helicopters’ AS350 B3 and EC130 B4 aircraft fleet

Papillon Airways has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) 

with StandardAero for 40 retrofittable 
Crash-Resistant Fuel Tanks (CRFTs) for 
Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters’ fleet 
of Airbus AS350 B3 and EC130 B4 tour 
aircraft. Installation of the first CRFT will 
take place this April.

“Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters 
has made the commitment to lead our 
industry by retrofitting our tour fleet with 
recently FAA certified crash resistant fuel 
systems,” says Lon Halvorson, owner and 
executive vice president, Papillon Airways.

“We are humbled and honored to have 
been entrusted by Papillon to support 
their fleet of AS350 B3s and EC130 B4s,” 
said Rick Stine, President of StandardA-
ero Components, Helicopters & Acces-
sories. “Papillon is a tremendous part-
ner and advocate of the crash-resistant 
fuel tank for the helicopter industry. 
As a leading tour operator, Papillon 
knows what this product means to the 
industry.”

The CRFT has been developed by 
StandardAero (formerly Vector Aero-
space) and Robertson Fuel Systems as a 

direct replacement for AS350 C, AS350 
D/D1, AS350 B/B1/B2/BA/B3 and AS350 
B3e (H125), as well as for the EC130 B4. 
The tank’s exceptional design features 
a robust crash-resistant fuel bladder, 
offering the same capacity as the legacy 
fuel cell and uses several innovations 
including magnetic field sensor fuel 
gauging technology and vent system 
roll-over protection. The CRFT is compli-
ant with the most recent FAR Part 27.952 
fuel system crash resistance require-
ments, even when used in combination 
with a cargo swing.
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Airbus, Delta, OneWeb, Sprint, Airtel to form Seamless Air 
Alliance for better in-cabin connectivity experience

Aeroflot signs Volga-Dnepr 
Technics Moscow for expansion of 
MRO services

Bell Helicopter rebrands 
to “Bell”

Airbus, Delta, OneWeb, Sprint, and 
Bharti Airtel (“Airtel”) has agreed 

to form Seamless Air Alliance which 
will usher in a new era of innovation for 
airlines on all routes. The Seamless Air 
Alliance will permit member mobile 
operators to provide their customers 
low latency connectivity from ground, 
to air and back again through satellite 
technology.

The alliance which aims to attract ad-
ditional industry operators will eliminate 
the huge costs and obstacles commonly 
linked with acquisition, installation, and 
operation of data access infrastructure 
by streamlining system integration and 
certification, providing open specifications 
for interoperability, increasing accessibil-
ity for passengers, and enabling simple 
and integrated billing.

“What if the best internet you ever 
experienced was in the air? Keeping this 
goal in mind, together, we will enable an 
affordable and frictionless experience for 
passengers everywhere,” said Greg Wyler, 
Founder and Executive Chairman of One-
Web. “With the launch of our first produc-

tion satellites set for later this year, we’re 
one step closer to bridging the global 
Digital Divide on land and in the air.”

“Easy-to-use, high-speed connectivity is 
part of the next revolution in aerospace,” 
said Marc Fontaine, Airbus Digital Trans-
formation Officer. “As we showed with our 
Skywise aviation data platform, Airbus 
is committed to innovation that creates 
value across the aviation industry.”

Gil West, SEVP & COO, said, “Delta is 
constantly looking at innovative ways to 
improve the customer experience. We are 
excited to be collaborating with other vi-
sionary companies, and that our existing 
partner Gogo will be joining the alliance 
as Delta develops a system that not only 
benefits Delta customers, but the entire 

airline industry.”
“With our 5G network rolling out next 

year we’re investing heavily to make sure 
our customers have the best mobile Inter-
net experience possible,” said Dow Draper, 
Chief Commercial Officer, Sprint. “As an 
initial member of the Seamless Alliance, 
we’re looking forward to enabling cus-
tomers to experience Sprint’s high-speed 
connectivity in the air, hassle-free.”

Gopal Vittal, MD & CEO (India & 
South Asia), Bharti Airtel said, “We are 
delighted to be an initial member of 
this innovative technology platform to 
bring seamless connectivity to custom-
ers in the true sense. We look forward to 
collaborating with all partner members 
to ensure this platform goes LIVE at the 
earliest.”

Michael Small, CEO of Gogo added, “As 
the market-leader in inflight connectiv-
ity, Gogo is excited to join the Seamless 
Alliance. We look forward to working with 
the Alliance to develop future generations 
of inflight connectivity, which will provide 
airline passengers worldwide with simple, 
fast and reliable connectivity”

Volga-Dnepr Technics Moscow (VDTM), one of the leading 
players in the aircraft maintenance and repair services 

market, has extended its MRO agreement with Aeroflot to now 
cover the servicing of 41 Boeing 737NG aircraft. This increases the 
original contract signed by the two companies in 2013, which 
covered services for an initial 30 aircraft.

VDTM provides line maintenance services for Aeroflot’s fleet 
at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo international airport. In addition, the 
company performs structural repair of aircraft framework and non-
destructive testing, as well as line maintenance of Aeroflot’s fleet at 
the line MRO base in Pashkovsky airport in Krasnodar, Russia.

VDTM will also guarantee maintenance support for Aeroflot 
aircraft at Volgograd, Rostov-on-Don, and Nizhny Novgorod air-
ports during the 2018 FIFA World Cup.

Pavel Tereschenkov, General Director of Volga-Dnepr Technics 
Moscow, said, “We continue to deliver high quality MRO services 
for our key account customers in Russia, including for our lead-
ing client, Aeroflot. We look forward to the further development 
of our effective cooperation, continuing to upgrade the quality of 
our services, and expanding the scope of our MRO services.”

Bell Helicopter, a Textron Inc. 
company and an aircraft 

manufacturer of commercial 
and military helicopters has re-
branded to be known as simply 
“Bell.” The new brand strategy 
and modernized logo are rooted 
in the company’s focus on in-
novation and customer experi-
ence. Bell will roll out the rebrand over the next year.

“This rebrand is not just about a new logo,” said 
president and CEO Mitch Snyder. “We chose to do this 
because we see ourselves at the forefront of technol-
ogy. We believe this refresh embodies the idea that we 
can make the vertical dimension more accessible.”

Besides the brand name change, another notewor-
thy update is a new logo. “The dragonfly can take off 
and land wherever it wants, fly quickly and efficiently 
in any direction, and hover at will. It represents the 
mastery of flight, something Bell strives to achieve,” 
added Snyder.
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Saab, a global provider of world-
leading products, services and so-

lutions for military defence and civil 
security rolled out the first GlobalEye 
Airborne Early Warning & Control 
(AEW&C) aircraft at its Linköping 
site, Sweden.

Saab is at present producing the 
GlobalEye AEW&C combining 
ground, maritime and air surveil-
lance in one solution.

GlobalEye is a superior, swing role 
airborne surveillance system based 
on a Bombardier Global 6000 jet 
which has undergone a modifica-
tion programme to adapt it for its 
role.

The development and production 
agreement was awarded by the 
United Arab Emirates at the Dubai 
Air Show November 2015 with an 
initial order for two systems and an 
additional order in 2017.

“Saab’s breadth and depth of ex-
pertise combines all of the necessary 
knowledge and technology required 
to design, develop and produce the 
most advanced AEW&C systems. Our 
collective capabilities deliver unri-
valled solutions such as GlobalEye,” 
said Anders Carp, Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Head of Saab’s business 
area Surveillance. “This milestone 
is clear evidence that the GlobalEye 
programme and Saab are delivering 
on our commitments.”

The GlobalEye solution brings 
extensive detection range, endurance 
and the ability to carry out sev-
eral roles with one solution such as 
search & rescue, border surveillance 
and military operations.

CAE delivers Predator Mission Trainer capable of delivering 
zero flight time training to the Italian Air Force

Saab unveils first 
GlobalEye Airborne 
Early Warning & 
Control aircraft

The Italian Air Force has recently 
taken delivery of a CAE-developed 

Predator Mission Trainer located at 
Amendola Air Force Base (AFB) in Italy.

The Predator Mission Trainer, spe-
cifically representing the Italian Air 
Force’s Predator A during phase one of 
this delivery, was jointly developed by 
CAE and General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems Inc. (GA-ASI).  Over the next 
several months during phase two of 
delivery, the Predator B/MQ-9 variant 
of the Predator Mission Trainer will go 
through acceptance testing with the 
Italian Air Force and once accepted, will 
be the highest fidelity simulator ever 
developed and fielded for the Predator 
family of remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) 
systems.

“The development of the Preda-
tor Mission Trainer for the Italian Air 
Force represents a new level of fidelity 
and capability in the use of synthetic 
training for remotely piloted aircraft 
pilots and sensor operators,” said Gene 
Colabatistto, Group President, Defense 
& Security, CAE.  “We have leveraged 
our decades of experience developing 
the highest fidelity flight simulators for 
commercial and military aircraft, and 
applied the same discipline to the Preda-
tor Mission Trainer so that aircrews will 
be able to conduct all training in the 
simulator without necessarily requiring 
further training on the actual aircraft.  
Once the Predator B variant is accepted, 
this Predator Mission Trainer will be the 
first Level D equivalent simulator for an 
unmanned aircraft.”

CAE collaborated with GA-ASI and 
the Italian Air Force to carry out flight 
testing on an actual Italian Air Force 
Predator aircraft to gather the necessary 
flight data used in the development of 
the Predator Mission Trainer. For the 
physical hardware, CAE used an original 
Block 1 ground control station provided 
by the Italian Air Force to ensure the 
highest level of fidelity and realism.  The 
Predator Mission Trainer also features 
CAE’s high-fidelity sensor simulation, 
fully interactive tactical environment for 
better mission training, and use of the 
Open Geospatial Consortium Common 
Database (OGC CDB) architecture for 
interoperable and networked training 
capabilities.   

“We need highly-skilled and well-
trained Predator crews to fully leverage 
its capabilities, and our new high-fideli-
ty training system will enable us to use 
a safe and cost-effective virtual training 
environment to better prepare our Pred-
ator aircrews for operational missions,” 
said Italian Air Staff Representative. “We 
look forward to training on the world’s 
highest fidelity Predator Mission Trainer 
as we establish an unmanned systems 
centre of excellence in Italy.”

“GA-ASI is pleased to collaborate with 
CAE to develop this advanced simulator 
for the Predator,” said David R. Alexan-
der, president, Aircraft Systems, GA-ASI. 
“The Predator Mission Trainer will help 
the Italian Air Force continue to develop 
highly-skilled and well-trained aircrews 
who are prepared and ready to operate 
the proven Predator RPA system.”
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Russian Helicopters to produce TVS-2DTS light airplanes for 
regional aviation

Icelandair, Monarch Aircraft Engineering 
extend maintenance partnership

Rockwell Collins to provide 
enhanced check-in and gate services 
to Mexican airports

Russian Helicopters, a helicopter 
design and manufacturing company 

headquartered in Moscow has signed 
an agreement on developing regional 
aviation in order to start production of 
TVS-2DTS light airplanes at Ulan-Ude 
Aviation Plant by 2019and creating an 
airline-operator. The plant is obliged 
to deliver at least 200 machines for 
regional aviation from 2021 till 2025.

The new airline company, which will 
be founded on the basis of one of Yaku-
tia airlines, will become the operator.

Moreover, Russian Helicopters and 
Polar Airlines based in Yakutia will sign 
a contract on delivery of 200 TVS-2DTS 
planes in order to arrange local routed.

“We appreciate that the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade and the Ministry 
of Transport of the Russian Federa-
tion chose Ulan-Ude Aviation Plant as 
a manufacturing area. Undoubtedly, 
the company has all skills needed to 
implement this project successfully. 
Furthermore, SibNIA named after S. A. 
Chaplygin, the plane developer, wished 

Icelandair, the main airline of Iceland has extended 
its maintenance partnership with Monarch Aircraft 

Engineering (MAEL), a leading UK independent MRO 
(Maintenance Repair Overhaul) company.

Icelandair, which has been a MAEL customer since 
2003, has increased its existing maintenance service to 
include base maintenance for a fifth aircraft – a Boeing 
757 heavy check to take place at MAEL’s Luton facility.

MAEL carried out a check to Icelandair’s B757 
freighter aircraft last November and currently has the 
second of three planned B767-300 aircraft in mainte-
nance at MAEL in Luton.  

“We are extremely pleased that Icelandair have 
awarded Monarch Aircraft Engineering this additional 
heavy maintenance check. Icelandair is a highly valued 
customer and this commitment further strengthens 
our strong, longstanding partnership”, said Andy Lowi, 
Business Development Manager at Monarch Aircraft 
Engineering.

Grupo Aeroportuario del Centro Norte, known as OMA, has signed an 
agreement with Rockwell Collins for its ARINC vMUSE Common Use 

Passenger Processing System (CUPPS) to boost flexibility of airport resourc-
es and passenger check-in at eight Mexican airports.

“Our Latin American team worked closely with the OMA Group to ac-
commodate its need to leverage existing virtual infrastructure at each 
airport,” said Yun Chong, global head of sales, Airport Systems for Rock-
well Collins. “Our customized solution will offer OMA’s airports increased 
operational efficiency as travel demands increase in the region.” 

vMUSE optimizes existing airport infrastructure by seamlessly enabling 
multiple airlines to share common terminal facilities. For example, differ-
ent airlines may share the same check-in areas and/or boarding gates. As 
the number of airlines serving an airport continues to expand, they will be 
able to access the CUPPS compliant vMUSE system without the need for 
complex infrastructure implementation costs. 

vMUSE is at present operational at Mazatlan and Zihuatanejo airports. 
By 2019, the system will be installed and operational at Acapulco, Culiacan, 
Chihuahua, Monterrey, Reynosa and San Luis Potosi airports.

to arrange TVS-2DTS manufacturing in 
Ulan-Ude,” said Andrey Boginsky, CEO, 
Russian Helicopters.

The Ministry of Industry and Trade will 
provide financial support to finish TVS-
2DTS R&D, plane certification and other 
potential measures of state support to 
arrange large-scale manufacturing.

“There is much work to be carried out. 
Regional aviation, virtually, have to be 
created from scratch. The government 
is willing to partially subsidize certifi-
cation expenses to manufacturers of 
aircraft for local transportation, as well 
as expenses on implementation of proj-
ects for manufacturing preparation and 
certification. The budget includes 220 m 
rubles for this purpose in 2018 and 230 
m rubles in 2019-2020,” said Denis Man-
turov, Minister of Trade and Industry of 
the Russian Federation. “It is required to 
create a destination network for the new 
airline in each region of its operation. 
This air transportation has to become 
profitable. Furthermore, it is necessary 
to tackle the issue of legal framework 
regulating operation of light aircraft.”

TVS-2DTS will address poor transport acces-
sibility in remote Russian settlements, state 
problems with emergency medical treat-
ment, forest firefighting, agricultural work.
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UTC Aerospace Systems’ DB-110 airborne reconnaissance system to 
offer US Air National Guard with better image resolution

UTC Aerospace Systems has suc-
cessfully completed an Opera-

tional Assessment of its DB-110 airborne 
reconnaissance system on the General 
Atomics MQ-9 Reaper for the US Air 
National Guard. The assessment which 
was conducted by the 174th Attack Wing 
at the Syracuse Air National Guard 
Base addressed the system’s utility for 
domestic operations missions, such as 
defense support for civil authorities dur-
ing natural disasters

The DB-110 is a dual-band electro-optic 
and infrared reconnaissance pod that 
produces high-resolution day and night 
imagery, from overhead and at long 
ranges. Operating in three fields of view 
and capable of collecting still imagery, 
it offers three-dimensional and stereo 
imagery, and wide-area persistence 
surveillance.

The DB-110 offers a significant capabil-

ity enhancement relative to the Guard’s 
existing sensors that have a compara-
tively shorter range and smaller field of 
view. Additionally, the DB-110 provides 
an overhead view from higher altitudes 
and can collect more than 10,000 square 
miles of imagery per hour. Ultimately, 
this improved capability will allow the 
Guard to assess natural disasters more 
rapidly and more comprehensively, 
enhancing operational efficiency in its 

humanitarian assistance operations. 
Commanders expect using the sensor 
during such natural disasters as hur-
ricanes, wildfires and floods.

“As the most advanced tactical-recon-
naissance sensors of their kind, the DB-
110 and MS-110 will greatly improve the 
Air National Guard’s ability to carry out 
its mission of saving lives and providing 
humanitarian assistance,” said Kevin 
Raftery, vice president of ISR and Space 
Systems at UTC Aerospace Systems. “The 
imagery they provide will enable the 
timely assessment of critical infrastruc-
ture such as power plants, energy cor-
ridors, roads and highways, and civilian 
domiciles. Collecting this information 
rapidly across wide areas and dis-
seminating the data directly to incident 
commanders will help save lives and 
property during natural disasters and 
emergency situations.”
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Duncan Aviation completes LoPresti BoomBeam 
lighting system installation in Phenom 300

Lockheed Martin delivers 400th C-130J Super Hercules Aircraft assigned 
for US Air Force Special Operations Command

Duncan Aviation, an aircraft service 
provider lately completed the in-

stallation of LoPresti Aviation’s Boom-
Beam High Intensity Discharge (HID) 
lighting system in a Phenom 300, the 
first in the industry to receive the light-
ing upgrade.

The technicians at Duncan Avia-
tion installation worked with LoPresti 
engineers to develop and receive an 
installation deviation approval to avoid 
removing the aircraft’s fairings. 

“The paint design on this Phenom 
aircraft has four different colors, some 
which are hard to match,” explains 
Duncan Aviation Project Manager 
Mark Davis. “So it was important to the 

customer to keep the fairings in place, 
therefore keeping the integrity of his 
paint scheme intact.”

The BoomBeam HID lighting system 
replaces older technology while provid-
ing lights that produce three to 15 times 
more light, engineered specifically for 
each model aircraft. Benefits of the 
BoomBeam HID lighting system include 
increased safety, reduced electrical load 
and heat output, decreased AOG time for 
lighting issues as there are no filaments 
to break, and a color that more closely 
approximates natural daylight. The sys-
tem also comes with a five-year/5,000-
hour warranty.

The BoomBeam HID landing and taxi 

Lockheed Martin, a global security and 
aerospace company headquartered 

in Bethesda, Maryland has delivered its 
400th C-130J Super Hercules aircraft of 
late. This Super Hercules is an MC-130J 
Commando II Special Operations aircraft 
that is assigned to the US Air Force’s Spe-
cial Operations Command (AFSOC).

The aircraft is the 13th MC-130J to be 
converted into an AC-130J Ghostrider 
gunship. It will be assigned to the 1st 
Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt 
Field, Florida. The AC-130J is a highly 
modified C-130J that provides close-air 
support, air interdiction and armed 
reconnaissance.

The C-130J Super Hercules is the 

light system for the Phenom 300 air-
craft features dual light array landing 
light pods, taking a four-light system 
to a more robust six-light system. The 
combined light output from all six 
lights on this system considerably 
increases the aircraft safety. With the 
extended range, pilots have more time 
to see and avoid possible wildlife or 
obstancles on the runway during night 
operations.

“I am very happy with the system,” 
says Luke Krepsky, Aircraft Manager 
with Exec Aire, LLC. “In addition to the 
extra time viewing the runway on 
landing, on the ground, the light pat-
tern extends farther and wider than 
the stock lights, a very welcome addi-
tion for anyone operating at airports 
with dark ramp and taxiways. The 
additional two lights allow for MEL 
flexibility, and the HID system has 
high expected reliability.”

Krepsky says, “Our airport has a deer 
issue … several times I have had deer just 
within view on the side of the runway, 
too late to react if they would have been 
in my path. My very first night opera-
tion with the new system, after being 
amazed with the view of the runway, I 
was greeted by four deer crossing the 
taxiway in front of the aircraft. They 
would not have been visible with the 
stock lights, and I was able to warn the 
inbound aircraft of the potential deer 
near the threshold.”  

present production model of the C-130 
Hercules aircraft, with operators in 17 
nations. Up till now, the worldwide fleet 
of C-130Js has surpassed over 1.7 million 
flight hours supporting almost any mis-
sion requirement.

“We celebrate this accomplishment 
with our employees, industry partners 
and the Super Hercules operator com-
munity that spans 17 countries,” said 
George Shultz, vice president and gen-
eral manager, Air Mobility & Maritime 
Missions at Lockheed Martin. “These first 
400 C-130Js meet a global demand for 
the proven performance and unmatched 
versatility found only in a Super Hercu-
les. Its durability, relevancy and capabil-

ity will continue to set the C-130J apart 
as the world’s choice in tactical airlift for 
decades to come.”

The C-130J supports 17 different mis-
sion configurations to include transport 
(military and commercial), firefighting, 
search and rescue, Special Operations, 
weather reconnaissance, and aerial 
refueling.

This delivery represents the U.S. gov-
ernment’s continued transition to the 
C-130J as the common platform across 
Air Mobility Command, AFSOC, Air Com-
bat Command, US Coast Guard and U.S. 
Marine Corps. The Air National Guard 
and Reserve still operate a mixed fleet of 
C-130J and legacy aircraft.
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GE Aviation, a world-leading provider 
of commercial and military jet en-

gines, and avionics, digital solutions and 
electrical power systems for aircraft has 
secured approval for its flight manage-
ment system from the Boeing KC-46 
tanker program.  The approval is a result 
of Boeing securing an amended type 
certification from the US Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) for the 767-2C 
aircraft configuration of the KC-46 
aircraft.   The flight management system 
and communications management ap-
plications (CMA) are part of the KC-46 
mission control system, which manages 
the aircraft mission.

This is the first aircraft that GE Avia-
tion has received FAA approval for its 
flight management system integrated 
with its own CMA.  The CMA takes the 
place of the communication manage-
ment unit (CMU) on the aircraft by 
providing the communications manage-
ment function as a hosted application 
running on the flight management 
computer.  The CMA offers full aircraft 
communications addressing and report-
ing system (ACARS) and aeronautical 
telecommunications network (ATN) 
data link communications between the 
aircraft, and Air Traffic Control and the 
mission control center.  By providing 
the FMS and CMA/ATN capability as 

Pentastar Aviation, an aviation 
services company based in Water-

ford, Oakland County, Michigan,  has 
completed its first Honeywell DU-875 
flight deck display upgrade on a Global 
Express, resolving future obsolescence 
issues on the aircraft.

Pentastar secured Supplemental Type 
Certificate ST04194CH for Honeywell 
DU-875 flight deck display upgrade on 
Global Express airframes last year, and 
later added Cessna 550, 560 and 560XL; 
Cessna 750; Dassault Mystere-Falcon 
900 and Falcon 900 EX and Learjet 45 
series to the Approved Model List (AML).  

The DU-875  LCD upgrade im-
proves display reliability and offers 
a growth plan to Primus Elite with 

GE Aviation wins Boeing KC-46 tanker flight 
management system approval

Pentastar Aviation upgrades Honeywell DU-875 LCD 
cockpit screen on Global Express

software applications, GE has provided 
a more integrated user interface and 
eliminated the traditional CMU hard-
ware on the aircraft.

Boeing team which included Com-
mercial Airplanes and Defense, Space & 
Security personnel, completed a series of 
analyses and lab, ground and flight tests 
that included avionics, auto-flight and 
environmental control systems, as well 
as its new fuel system.

The ATC is one of two FAA airworthiness 
certifications required for the KC-46 pro-
gram. A combined Boeing/Air Force team 
has been completing Supplemental Type 
Certificate (STC) work concurrently which 
includes the military systems that are 
installed on the 767-2C to make it a tanker.

The FMS provides primary multi-
sensor navigation along with flight 
plan management and construction. 
Performing trajectory computations, 
the FMS assists in aircraft guidance, and 
provides aircraft performance advisory 
information. Tactical refueling opera-
tions can be conducted by the system 
as well. This includes setting up inter-
cepts for rendezvous, timed holds, and 
multiple refueling patterns. Control and 
management of onboard military com-
munications systems is also provided 
through the FMS.

enhanced features like charts, maps, 
XM Weather and advanced features 
(SVS) on several of the platforms 
through further software and hard-
ware upgrades.

“The Global Express landed at our facil-
ity, had all six monitors upgraded to the 
DU-875, and was back in the air in less 
than 3 hours,” commented Jesse Beard, 
Pentastar Aviation’s Director of Engi-
neering & Inside Sales. “The upgrade has 
higher display reliability and a growth 
path to future technologies which was 
in line with the customer’s require-
ments”.
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Executive Focus

Cirrus Aircraft names Ken Harness as Senior Vice President 
of Product Development

Duncan Aviation selects Chad Doehring as Vice President of 
Operations for Provo, Utah

Cirrus Aircraft, an aircraft manu-
facturer headquartered in Duluth, 

Minnesota, United States has appointed 
industry veteran Ken Harness as Senior 
Vice President of Product Development.

Ken joins Cirrus Aircraft with over 
28 years of leadership expertise in the 
aviation and aerospace industries. Most 
recently, he served as Vice President of 
Product Development and Engineering 
at Highland Group. Prior to that, Ken 
led commercial helicopter production 
as Chief Operating Officer at Sikorsky 
Global Helicopters. Ken also served as 
Chief Operating Officer at Diamond Air-
craft and as Vice President of Engineer-
ing at Eclipse Aviation, where he helped 
lead the development and certification 

of the Eclipse 500 Very Light Jet. Ken 
is co-inventor on three patents as a 
result of his leadership at Eclipse on the 
world’s first FAA certified halon replace-
ment fire suppression system. Beyond 
his most recent experience, Ken also 
held leadership roles with Sikorsky Air-
craft, Pratt and Whitney, and Williams 
International.

Ken holds a Master’s of Business Ad-
ministration from Oakland University, 
and a Bachelor’s of Science in Aviation 
Technology from Purdue University, and 
he also served six years in the United 
States Army as a helicopter test pilot. 
As an aviation enthusiast, Ken is a FAA 
licensed commercial pilot for both heli-
copters and multi-engine airplanes and 

Duncan Aviation, the largest private 
maintenance, repair and overhaul 

(MRO) facility in the world has appoint-
ed Chad Doehring as the Vice President 
of Operations for its Provo, Utah, loca-
tion. In this position, Doehring will work 

closely with Provo 
Chief Operating 

Ken Harness  
Cirrus Aircraft 

Chad Doehring    
Duncan Aviation 

Officer Bill Prochazka on the construc-
tion, recruiting and staffing of the new 
maintenance, modifications and paint 
complex the company is building at its 
Provo location.

“Chad has strong leadership skills, 
great customer relationships, and 
helped oversee construction of the 
newest maintenance hangar facility 
at Duncan Aviation’s Lincoln, Ne-
braska, location,” Prochazka says. “He 
has been transitioning from Lincoln 
to Provo for some time now, and he 
is now ready to lead the Provo team 
through this time of excitement, 
growth and change.”    

Last fall, Duncan Aviation began 
construction at its Provo, Utah, location, 
building on nearly 45 acres of land at the 
Provo Municipal Airport. The company 
will add nearly 275,000-square-feet of 
buildings with a 222,000-square-foot 
maintenance and modifications center 
and a 53,000-square-foot paint facility.

Doehring joined Duncan Aviation in 
1994 as an airframe mechanic, where 

an aircraft mechanic.
As the Senior Vice President of Product 

Development at Cirrus Aircraft, Ken will 
lead all aspects of Product Development 
and Engineering, as well as design, 
manufacturing and process engineer-
ing, as well as the experimental build 
and flight test teams.

he specialised in Falcon and Hawker 
airframes at Duncan Aviation’s Lincoln, 
Nebraska, facility. Since then, he has 
served several management positions 
including Airframe Assistant Manager, 
Airframe Services Manager and Custom-
er Service Manager. In 2017, he moved 
to Provo to help build Duncan Aviation’s 
future facility there. Prior to joining 
Duncan Aviation, Doehring worked for 
Northrop Grumman on the B2 bomber 
as a structure, hydraulic and flight test 
mechanic.

“The Provo team is enthusiastic 
and ready to expand Duncan Avia-
tion’s commitment to quality, safety 
and responsive service to business 
aircraft operators in the western half 
of North America and the Pacific 
Rim,” Doehring says. “The Provo team 
is devoted to uphold the consistent 
high standards of excellence that all 
Duncan Aviation locations are recog-
nized for; this is why I’m proud to be 
part of the Duncan Aviation team in 
Provo.“
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Alaska Airlines appoints Todd Sproul and Shane Jones to 
leadership team

Airbus selects Bruno Even as Chief Executive Officer of 
helicopter division

Alaska Airlines has appointed Todd 
Sproul and Shane Jones to its 

growing leadership team. Todd Sproul 
has been selected as vice president of 
system operations, a new position, and 
Jones as vice president, airport real 
estate and development, filling a recent 
vacancy.

Sproul will oversee Alaska Airlines’ 
systems operations control and co-
ordinate with Horizon Air and other 
regional partners to deliver outstanding 
operational results. Sproul previously 
served as managing director of systems 
operational control, responsible for 
the airline’s safety and on-time perfor-
mance. Prior to that, he was managing 
director of station operations, manag-
ing performance oversight and vendor 
contracts, ground service equipment, 
financial reporting, and staff and sched-
ule planning.

Sproul joined Alaska Airlines in 1988 as 
a ramp service agent and held a variety 
of positions in customer service, ground 
operations and corporate real estate. He 
holds a bachelor’s of business admin-
istration from Western Washington 
University.

“Todd brings a wealth of experience 

Airbus has named Bruno Even as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Airbus Helicop-
ters, effective 1 April 2018. Bruno Even will join the company’s Executive Committee 
and report to Airbus CEO Tom Enders.

Bruno Even joins Airbus from Safran where he was CEO of the Helicopter 
Engines business since 2015. He succeeds Guillaume Faury who will assume his 
duties as President Airbus Commercial Aircraft next week.

Airbus CEO Tom Enders, said, “Bruno has climbed the management ranks at 
Safran at a very young age. His broad background of the Helicopter business and 
his strong customer focus combined with Program and Engineering expertise, 
make Bruno the ideal candidate to succeed Guillaume Faury and to continue our 
successful improvement journey in a very demanding business environment.”

Bruno Even joined the French Ministry of Defence in 1992 where he led the space 
component’s development for the Helios II satellite. In 1997, he transferred to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to become technical advisor for the Director of Strate-
gic Affairs, Security and Disarmament. Bruno Even joined Safran Helicopter En-
gines (ex-Turbomeca) in 1999 where he held a number of management positions. 
He served as CEO of Safran Electronics & Defense (ex-Sagem) from 2013 to 2015.

Todd Sproul    
Alaska Airlines 

Shane Jones    
Alaska Airlines 

Bruno Even    
Airbus

and internal knowledge of our airline 
to this new role,” said Ben Minicucci, 
president and chief operating officer of 
Alaska Airlines. “Not only has he owned 
safety and managed the day-to-day 
continuous operational excellence of the 
airline, but he’s also helped us deliver on 
the integration and will lead our upcom-
ing move of Virgin America’s operations 
control center to Seattle.”

Jones joins Alaska from Delta Air Lines, 
where he served as vice president of cor-
porate real estate and airport develop-
ment. He played a key role in developing 
Delta’s long-term airport infrastructure 
strategy, negotiated transactions in 
strategic hub markets and completed 
large-scale projects including a $1.4 
billion JFK terminal 
development. Prior 
to that he served as 
director of corpo-
rate strategy & 
business develop-
ment, where he 
worked broadly 
on the Northwest 
Airlines merger.

“Shane is respon-
sible for shaping 

and executing the strategic vision for 
our airport real estate, including de-
veloping our long-term airport infra-
structure growth strategy and leading 
the team responsible for design and 
construction,” said Andrew Harrison, 
the airline’s executive vice president and 
chief commercial officer. “His expertise 
and leadership skills for overseeing large 
projects will be welcome as we continue 
to invest in our guest experience.”

Jones holds a bachelor’s of business 
administration from the University of 
Georgia and an MBA from Goizueta 
Business School at Emory University.
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Sonaca Group names Dickinson Chief Executive Officer 
of LMI Aerospace

C&L Aviation Group selects Ryan Robertson as Sales Manager 
for Component Repair

LMI Aerospace, a member of the 
Sonaca Group has appointed 

Lawrence E. “Ed” Dickinson III as chief 
executive officer, effective immediately. 
Dickinson originally joined LMI in 1993 
as chief financial officer, and took on 
other roles before retiring in June 2016. 
Dickinson rejoined LMI in November 
2017, as interim chief operating officer.

“Ed brings more than three decades 
of aerospace industry experience, and 
a deep knowledge of LMI’s operations, 
customers and workforce from more 
than 23 years with LMI,” said Bernard 
Delvaux, Sonaca Group chief executive 
officer. “He brings a passion for the leg-
acy LMI has built over nearly 70 years, 
and a vision for leading the organiza-
tion into an even brighter future.”

“In the coming years, we’ll see 
unprecedented production rates on 
commercial aircraft programs and will 
have the opportunity to deliver greater 
content than ever before on some of the 
industry’s best platforms,” Dickinson 
said. “Throughout the company, our 
immediate focus is on sharpening our 
operational discipline and hiring the 

skills and talent needed to continue 
delivering the strong performance our 
customers deserve and expect.”

“Across the Sonaca Group, we’re 
strengthening our focus on succession 
planning — both by hiring the right 
talent to fill key leadership roles, and by 
providing interim opportunities to val-
ued leaders such as Cliff Stebe,” Delvaux 
said. “I am grateful to Cliff for taking 
the helm over the past four months and 
leading LMI through this transition — 
these experiences have no doubt helped 
him grow as a leader and will continue 
to enrich his career at LMI and with the 
Sonaca Group.”

During his previous tenure at LMI, 
Dickinson played an important role in 
the start-up of the company’s Tulsa, 
Okla., processing operation, and the ac-
quisition and integration of several key 
capabilities and organisations into LMI’s 
corporate structure. In November 2013, 
he became president of the company’s 
Valent Aerostructures acquisition. He 
served as president of corporate devel-
opment and strategy from January 2015 
until June 2016.

C&L Aviation Group, a leader in 
servicing, maintaining and support-

ing operators in the aviation industry 
has appointed Ryan Robertson as sales 
manager for component repair.

Robertson has more than 15 years of 
experience with regional aircraft and 
component repairs. Before joining C&L 
in 2018, he was Director of Regional 
Sales for Worthington Aviation. From 
2002-2015, Ryan worked with INAir 
Aviation Services, where he helped 
several airlines, manufacturers, service 
providers and others adopt cost-savings 
concepts for repairs that led to them 
changing their approach to buying parts 
and repairs.

“Ryan will work with existing cus-
tomers so that they are aware of our 
cost-saving capabilities, and he will also 
help expand our offerings for new and 
future clients as our component shop 
grows,” said Calvin Tuitt, Senior VP of 
Business Development MRO. “Being 
able to repair parts instead of buying 
new ones almost always results in cost 
savings, and we are excited about all the 
new solutions Ryan will help bring to 
our customers.”

C&L currently repairs numerous 
components for various regional and 
corporate aircraft types at its Bangor, 
Maine, facility. Together with Com-
ponent Shop Manager Derek Laney, 

Robertson will expand these offerings 
to more parts such as circuit boards, 
electronic components, displays, panels, 
sensors, power supplies, harnesses, wire 
assembly solutions and more and air-
craft types including Dash 8, ATR 42/72, 
ERJ 135/140/145/170/190, 
CRJ 700/900, C-130, 
Hawker 400/800, MD-
80, Airbus, Boeing and 
McDonald Douglas air-
craft, and many more.

Dickinson   
Sonaca Group 

Ryan Robertson     
C&L Aviation Group  

Dickinson started his career in public 
accounting, and then served as a cost ac-
countant and credit analyst at Monsan-
to Company, before transitioning to the 
aerospace industry. He was at LaBarge, 
serving in various finance roles and 
ultimately as controller. Dickinson holds 
a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from 
the University of Alabama and a Master 
of Business Administration degree from 
Washington University in St. Louis.
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EVENT DATE VENUE
8th Annual  Aerospace Raw Materials 

& Manufacturers Supply Chain 
Conference

12, March 2018 Beverly Hills, CA.

32nd Annual Commercial Aviation 
Industry Suppliers Conference 12-14, March 2018 Beverly Hills, CA.

MRO Americas 10-12, April, 2018 Orlando, FL, USA

Asian Business Aviation Conference & 
Exhibition (ABACE2018) 17-19, April, 2018

Shanghai, China

AP&M Europe 29-31, May, 2018 London, UK
European Business Aviation 

Convention & Exhibition (EBACE2018) 29-31, May, 2018 Geneva

MRO Europe 16-18, October 2018 Amsterdam, Netherlands
NBAA Business Aviation Covention & 

Exhibition (NBAA-BACE) 16-18, October 2018 Orlando, Florida

MRO Asia-Pacific 06-08, November  2018 Singapore
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