
www.mrobusinesstoday.com
1 Oct 01, 2020

Rolls Royce embarks on epic journey towards 
reducing airline disruptions and reducing emissions

Rolls Royce has come up with a 
unique project with support from 

ATI Programme that will make future 
aerospace servicing technologies a real-
ity.

Dr Ian Mitchell, Chief of Technology, Re-
pair and Services, Rolls-Royce said, “Our 
latest engines are quieter and cleaner 
than ever before, substantially reducing 
CO2 emissions. This programme will 
take that one step further by improving 
how we service our engines, creating 
technologies which will reduce waste, 
avoid emissions and minimise disrup-
tion, while laying the foundations to ser-
vice the gas turbine and hybrid-electric 
engines of the future.”

Engineers will work on 20 technologies 
that will reduce disruption for airlines 

and lessen our environmental impact 
by repairing components rather than 
scrapping them. Other industries such 
as nuclear and off-shore renewables will 
also benefit from the project.

Technologies include:
Snake robots which travel inside jet en-

gines to access complex parts, enabling 
repairs which are not possible with 
today’s tools;

Engine sensors which send us data 
from the sky and allow us to better pre-
dict when engines need maintenance;

Inspection and analysis tools to inspect 
parts buried deep within engines while 
they are being repaired;

Advanced automated repair technolo-
gies targeting parts which cannot cur-

Magnetic MRO welcomes TrueNoord as their 
new client

First passenger to freighter A321 powered by 
V2500 delivered to Qantas Freight

Open Mission Systems Compliant 
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rently be repaired, meaning they do not 
need to be scrapped.

Business and Industry Minister 
Nadhim Zahawi said, “Our aerospace 
industry is leading the way in develop-
ing new technology to make air travel 
greener, backed by Government invest-
ment to spearhead new innovations. I 
am excited to see one of these projects 
go live today, which will see Rolls-Royce 
developing technologies to potentially 
slash thousands of tonnes of CO2 per 
year – a fantastic example of the how 
the industry can help us make strides 
towards our wider net zero ambitions.”

Miniature maintenance and inspection 
tools as well as new repair technologies 
will be used on our existing engines 
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Volaris signs three-year support service agreement with 
Airinmar

In the current unprecedented COVID-19 
times, the one thing Airlines can 

blindly reply on is customer commit-
ments, and standing strong on this 
promise is Emirates Airways. In the 
recent announcement by Emirates, they 
have returned over AED 5 billion (USD 
1.4 billion) in COVID-19 related travel re-
funds to date to customers to complete 
pending refunds.

More than 1.4 million refunds requests 
have been completed since March, repre-
senting 90 per cent of the airline’s back-

log. This includes all requests received 
from customers around the world up 
until the end of June, save for a few cases 
which require further manual review.

Since the pandemic hit, Emirates has 
invested additional resources to ramp 
up its processing capability. The airline 
also continues to work with industry 
partners to facilitate refunds for those 
who have booked their Emirates flights 
through travel agents; this includes 
enabling direct refunds processing via 
global booking systems (GDS).

Sir Tim Clark, President Emirates Airline 
said, “We understand that from our 
customers’ standpoint, each pending 
refund request is one too many. We are 
committed to honouring refunds and are 
trying our utmost to clear the massive 
and unprecedented backlog that was 
caused by the pandemic. Most cases 
are straightforward, and these we will 
process quickly. But there are cases which 
will take a bit more time for our customer 
teams to manually review and complete. 
We are grateful to our customers for their 
patience and understanding.” 

As global travel markets slowly re-
open, Emirates has gradually restarted 
its passenger operations around the 
world, always ensuring that it provides 
customers with a safe and smooth travel 
experience.

The airline has introduced a series of 
industry-leading initiatives to provide 
customers with additional reassurance 
and confidence when they travel – from 
bio-safety measures at every step of 
their journey, to free COVID-19 medical 
cover, and flexible booking policies.

such as the Trent XWB, while engineers 
will explore how to repair and maintain 
aerospace materials and components 
for future low-carbon engines, including 
electric technology.

Mark Scully, Head of Technology for 
Advanced Systems & Propulsion, ATI-
said, “Through-life services are a critical 
aspect of ensuring propulsion systems 
continue to perform efficiently and with 
minimum impact on the environment. 
The ATI welcomes this project to the ATI 
Programme portfolio and are pleased to 
see a wealth of expertise from the sup-
ply chain and academia supporting this 
important development.”

They will work on inspection and 
repair solutions for composite fan 
technology, which reduces the weight of 
a jet engine and will be used in our next-
generation engine design, UltraFan.

Ian Campbell, Executive Chair of In-
novate UK, which is the funding agency 
for the ATI Programme said, “This project 
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represents the coalescing of aerospace 
innovation excellence in the UK supply 
chain and academia, and is the culmi-
nation of research and development 
to deliver technologies that place the 
UK at the forefront of in-service engine 
performance.”

The new technologies have the poten-
tial to avoid substantial amounts of CO2 
every year by:

increasing the time engines are 
available to fly, avoiding unnecessary 
maintenance;

reducing scrappage by repairing more 
components, rather than replacing 
them;

reducing the movement of people and 
parts by using more digital inspection 
techniques and key-hole surgery for 
engines.

Some of the technologies will have 
multiple uses and will benefit several 
other industries. For example, miniature 
chemical analysis tools can be used in 
nuclear power generation where human 

access is restricted. High-tech cameras 
and algorithms will help to identify dam-
age on components in sectors as diverse 
as security and off-shore wind turbines. 

Work has begun on the project – known 
as REINSTATE – in Derby, UK and will 
continue for more than three years, in 
conjunction with universities and SMEs 
including Roke Manor Research, BJR 
Systems, Clifton Photonics, the Manufac-
turing Technology Centre, the University 
of Nottingham, the University of Shef-
field, and the University of the West of 
England.

The REINSTATE project is supported by 
the ATI Programme, a joint Government 
and industry investment to maintain and 
grow the UK’s competitive position in civ-
il aerospace design and manufacture. The 
programme, delivered through a partner-
ship between the Aerospace Technology 
Institute (ATI), Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and 
Innovate UK, addresses technology, capa-
bility and supply chain challenges.
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Magnetic MRO 
welcomes TrueNoord 
as their new client
Magnetic MRO recently signed a CAMO service 

agreement with TrueNoord. The agreement 
includes the re-delivery of 2 Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries CRJ900 NextGen (previously Bombardier CRJ900 
NextGen series) type aircraft from a previous operator 
and all engineering services related to maintaining 
the aircraft in an airworthy and controlled environ-
ment.

Janno Väinola Senior Airworthiness Engineer at 
Magnetic MRO said, “It is well known that this year, 
due to the global pandemic, aviation companies are 
facing challenges every step of the way. But as Win-
ston Churchill said, ‘Never waste a good crisis’. So we 
need to adapt to the current situation and come out 
stronger than ever. Magnetic MRO is always up for 
challenges as well as supporting new customers, so we 
are happy to have TrueNoord as our client. They have a 
fast-growing fleet that already includes many aircraft 
which leased all over the world to well-known opera-
tors, and we see this agreement as just the start of our 
cooperation.” 

The general terms of agreement for CAMO services 
were signed at the end of September and currently, 
both of the aircraft have been delivered to Tallinn and 
implementation into long term storage is in the final 
stage. Before the ferry flight, Magnetic MRO Engineer-
ing department team visited the previous operator’s 
facilities in Copenhagen Kastrup airport where they 
performed a detailed re-delivery inspection for exte-
rior and interior including additional ground checks.

MRONEWS
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Caerdav in partnership with Coleg Y 
Cymoedd has come up with Level 

3 Aircraft Maintenance Apprentice-
ship Programme for AMEs. The course 
structure is for three years which will 
encompasses both classroom study and 
hands-on work at Caerdav’s modern 
MRO facility at St. Athan. Coleg Y 
Cymoedd has four campuses in South 
Wales. This new apprenticeship scheme 
is designed to offer candidates an excit-
ing opportunity to embark on a special-
ist career as an aircraft maintenance 

technician.
Joachim Jones, Group CEO at Caerdav, 

said, “Investing in the future has never 
been so important; we are excited to of-
fer the next generation of aircraft tech-
nicians an entry point into our chal-
lenging and rewarding industry. Coleg 
Y Cymoedd has a proven track record 
in delivering the Level 3 apprenticeship 
programme with other global aviation 
organisations, and we look forward to 
working closely with them to develop a 
world class apprenticeship initiative of 

Textron Aviation along with Able 
Aerospace Services is expanding 

their services to provide customers with 
a new standard repair process for Cessna 
Citation CJ series aircraft main landing 
gear (MLG). This innovative solution, 
which is in the final stages of certifica-
tion, will allow engineers to repair the 
MLG without having to replace it, im-
proving cost-effectiveness of operation 
for customers.

“The desire to have the option to repair 
instead of replace CJ landing gear is 
something we’ve been hearing from our 
customers, so we are excited about this 
solution in response to their feedback,” 
said Brian Rohloff, senior vice presi-
dent, Customer Support. “Currently, any 
amount of significant damage to land-
ing gear requires replacement, which 
is a costly and time-consuming pro-
cess. We are pleased to be able to solve 
this pain point and ultimately reduce 

Caerdav’s ambitious plans to invest in the future

Textron Aviation expands their services to provide 
main landing gear repair for Cessna Citation

our own.” 
Applications for the course will begin 

in January 2021, with Caerdav initially 
looking to recruit 10 aviation engineer-
ing enthusiasts to begin the course 
in September. The first year of the 
three-year course will be based entirely 
in the classroom, year two will involve 
shift work at Caerdav and one day at 
the college, with the final year working 
full-time at St. Athan.

David Howells, Head of Computing and 
Engineering at Coleg Y Cymoedd, said, 
“The college are excited to partner with 
Caerdav on this amazing opportunity to 
develop young talent in the aviation sec-
tor. It is great to see such a commitment 
to the next generation of aircraft techni-
cians.  We look forward to welcoming 
our new intake next September.”

Successful candidates will be given 
the opportunity to learn their new 
trade alongside Caerdav’s skilled and 
experienced workforce, earning a 
competitive salary as they begin their 
career in aircraft maintenance.

its Cessna SkyCourier and Cessna Denali 
turboprops in development.

 “At Textron Aviation, we are con-
tinuously evaluating our products 
and services to ensure we are meet-
ing customer expectations,” said Kriya 
Shortt, senior vice president, Parts and 
Programs. “Leveraging the knowledge of 
our engineering team, coupled with the 
expanded repair capability and special 
processing with which Able is experi-
enced, demonstrates our commitment 
to cross-functional collaboration that 
benefits customers. The lessons we have 
learned from this project will pave the 
way for future innovations and enable 
us to continue producing leading-edge 
products.”

Textron Aviation has successfully com-
pleted static and cyclic testing of the Ci-
tation CJ3 MLG with up to five lifetimes 
(75,000 landings) of the gear’s life limit 
to substantiate the repair safe-life.

operating costs for our customers while 
minimizing downtime by providing 
them with a rental asset while we repair 
their gear.”

With initial testing taking place on the 
Cessna Citation CJ3 aircraft, the com-
pany plans to subsequently apply the 
repairability solution across all CJ series 
aircraft starting in 2021. The company 
continues to evaluate additional Citation 
models which could benefit from such a 
program. And, recognizing the impor-
tance of long-term operating costs, 
Textron Aviation is taking the opportu-
nity to address future repairability for 

MRONEWS
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Finnair, Finland’s flagship airline has 
signed a long-term contract with 

AerFin to support its fleet of twelve E190 
E-Jet aircraft.  With this contract Finnair 
became the largest E-Jet operator to 
select AerFin’s BeyondPool component 
FlightHour-Agreement. It is a fully be-
spoke, comprehensive E-Jet component 
FHA solution, covering Repair, Overhaul, 
Pooling and on-site provisioning of E-Jet 
rotable component inventory and is 
fully supported out of Finnair’s hub in 
Helsinki. 

Juha Ojala, Finnair’s VP Technical 
Operations said, “We continually evalu-
ate how we can create more value in 
our supply chain. This tender process 
required the successful partner to 
combine a competitively priced solu-
tion with the highest levels of quality 

Jetaire Group has gone a step ahead to ensure complete safety 
of fuel tanks for the latest models of Boeing and Airbus. Jetaire 

Group is known globally for their patented aircraft fuel tank igni-
tion mitigation system called INVICTA. Jetaire Group holds the 
FAA Supplement Type Certificates for the installation of INVICTA 
technology for the Boeing 737, 757, and 767 aircraft and the Airbus 
A320 series.

As part of their on-going expansion, they recently gained their 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) certification, 
Agencia Federal de Aviación Civil (AFAC) certification for their 
INVICTA system for the B737 from the Mexican Aviation Airwor-
thiness Authority, and also received certification from the National 
Civil Aviation Agency of Brazil (ANAC) for the B737 (300-800) 
series aircraft. This set of certifications expand Jetaire Group’s foot-
print into some of the most active aerospace markets in the world. 

“Our team is committed to the industry and we are focused 
on doing whatever it takes to help aviation companies around 
the world thrive. After 35 years, our global team’s technical and 
industry experience helps us effectively accelerate efficiencies, 
drive innovations, and improve aviation safety,” said Michael 
Williams, President of Jetaire Group. 

To help the airline industry stay competitive, Jetaire Group’s 
experienced aerospace engineers are lending their technical 
expertise to expand the company’s aerospace project manage-
ment services.  This new service provides critical aviation and 
avionics expertise for companies looking to streamline aerospace 
engineering processes and drive industry modernization. 

Finnair selects AerFin’s BeyondPool component 
FlightHour-Agreement for fleet support

Jetaire’s INVICTA system receives series of global 
certifications

operation. AerFin has spent the past 
number of months working with 
Finnair to develop a fully tailored 
component solution designed to meet 
all of their operational and commer-
cial requirements, whilst providing an 
element of flexibility as we navigate 
through this difficult period together. I 
am pleased to announce that we have 
now signed a fully inclusive FHA Pool 
agreement and look forward to build-
ing a successful, long-term partner-
ship with Finnair.”

Finnair tendered the market for a 
cost-efficient E-Jet rotable component 
solution providing market-leading on-
time delivery and component reliability. 
After a thorough tender and auditing 
process, Finnair selected AerFin to de-
liver this service.

and reliability of service. Given AerFin’s 
first-class experience of supporting 
other market-leading E-Jet opera-
tors, they were an obvious partner for 
Finnair to work with. As part of our 
collaboration, we continue to evaluate 
Finnair’s growing inhouse component 
repair capabilities to determine how 
they could complement AerFin’s strong 
repair network. Finnair’s recent build-
up of inhouse capability for the E-Jet 
Emergency Escape Slides could lead 
the way to a more extensive collabora-
tion with AerFin even beyond the E-Jet 
platform.” 

Chris Hooley, AerFin’s Director, 
Airframe added, “We are delighted to 
announce that Finnair has selected 
AerFin’s BeyondPool component solu-
tion for supporting its ongoing E-Jet 

MRONEWS
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BOC Aviation has delivered the first 
four new Airbus A321Neo on lease to 

IndiGo. The aircraft are powered by CFM 
engines.

Robert Martin, Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer, BOC Aviation, 
said: “We are very pleased to deliver the 
first of four new Airbus A321NEO aircraft 
on lease to IndiGo, India’s largest pas-
senger airline, and we’re pleased to have 
an opportunity to build on our relation-
ship with IndiGo.”

“This incremental capital expenditure 
for larger narrow-body new technol-
ogy aircraft continues to reflect our 
disciplined investment in popular and 
in-demand aircraft, as we work closely 
with industry-leading airlines such as 
IndiGo, to provide more fuel-efficient 
and technologically advanced aircraft 
solutions,” added Mr. Martin.

Air Lease Corporation delivered one 
new Airbus A321-200neo LR aircraft 

on long-term lease to Titan Airways.
Delighted with this delivery Lauren 

Kervick, Director of Marketing of Air 
Lease Corporation said, “ALC is delighted 
to announce this new A321-200neo 
LR delivery to Titan Airways today. As 
the first A321neo LR to deliver to Titan 
Airways, this ALC aircraft will provide 
significant performance enhancements 
and operational advantages to the air-
line’s expanding commercial business.” 

Featuring CFM International LEAP-1A33 
engines, this aircraft is the first of two 
A321-200neo LRs confirmed to deliver to 
the British carrier from ALC’s order book 
with Airbus.  The second A321-200neo LR 
aircraft is scheduled to deliver to Titan 
Airways in Spring 2021.

Pratt & Whitney recently 
celebrated the delivery of the 

first A321 passenger to freighter 
conversion aircraft (A321P2F) 
powered by V2500 engines, 
along with Elbe Flugzeugwerke 
(“EFW”), ST Engineering, Airbus, 
Vallair, Qantas Freight and Aus-
tralian Post. The aircraft was de-
livered to Qantas Freight through 
lessor Vallair. 

“The delivery is an exciting 
milestone for the cargo industry 
and we are proud to power this 
first Airbus A321P2F aircraft,” said 
Bernie Zimmerman, president, 
IAE International Aero Engines 
AG. “The V2500 engine delivers 
lower noise and a fuel advan-
tage to customers of about 3 per 
cent, resulting in significant cost 
savings, lower emissions and 
a payload-range benefit which 
makes it a great fit for cargo 
operations. We look forward to 
supporting Qantas and future 
A321P2F deliveries for many years 
to come.”

V2500 engines power approxi-
mately 3,000 aircraft with nearly 
200 operators in over 80 coun-
tries. More than 7,800 V2500 en-
gines have been produced since 

its entry into service in 1989. In 
total, the V2500 has powered 
more than 60 million flights 
and accumulated more than 240 
million engine flight hours of 
experience.

Pratt & Whitney and IAE have 
been enhancing services for the 
V2500 engine, including LLP 
solutions, new and serviceable 
material programs, engine swaps 
and more, which can be tailored 
and customized to support the 
unique requirements of the 
cargo market. With long-term 
agreements, fixed price services 
and transactional solutions, the 
company offers an increasing 
variety of workscopes and pay-
ment options.

The V2500 engine is also 
backed by an established global 
network of 18 facilities for main-
tenance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO), including nine IAE 
partner facilities, of which three 
are managed by Pratt & Whitney 
and its joint ventures: the Turk-
ish Engine Centre in Istanbul, the 
Shanghai Engine Centre in China 
and the Christchurch Engine 
Centre in New Zealand.

BOC Aviation 
delivered four 
A321neo to IndiGo

First passenger to freighter 
A321 powered by V2500 
delivered to Qantas Freight

Air Lease 
Corporation 
delivered first of 
two Airbus A321-
200neo to Titan 
Airways
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Etihad Airways recently celebrated 
their 15th anniversary of the first ser-

vice between Abu Dhabi and Brussels.
Since launching the flights on 31 

October 2005, Etihad has carried almost 
2 million passengers between the two 
capitals, building on strong demand 
for point-to-point business and leisure 
travel between Abu Dhabi and Brussels. 
The airline has also carried large num-
bers of travellers via Abu Dhabi to and 
from Brussels, with the most popular 
destinations being Muscat in Oman, 
Sydney and Melbourne in Australia, 

Bangkok and Phuket in Thailand, Delhi 
and Mumbai in India, and Islamabad 
and Lahore in Pakistan. 

Between 2011 and 2015, Etihad Airways 
expanded the service from an original 
three flights to eight weekly departures. 
Since 2016, the airline has operated a 
daily service, however this is currently 
reduced to three flights per week due 
to COVID-19 travel restrictions. Flights 
between both cities are operated by a 
two-class Boeing 787 Dreamliner, featur-
ing Etihad’s award-winning cabins and 
inflight products. 

Etihad’s celebrates 15 years of Abu-
Dhabi-Brussels flight

Ann Ramaekers, Etihad Airways 
Country Manager Belgium said, “For 15 
years, our Abu Dhabi-Brussels service 
has provided a strong connection 
between the two regions, opening up 
opportunities for business and tour-
ism travel to and from Brussels to Abu 
Dhabi and beyond.  We are proud to 
continue linking Belgium to the world 
today, and we hope to resume our 
daily service once travel restrictions 
begin to ease. In June this year, we 
launched Etihad Wellness, an expand-
ed and more comprehensive health 
and hygiene programme and customer 
guide, to keep passengers safe, well 
and reassured while travelling with us. 
Our global COVID-19 wellness insur-
ance is also now included with every 
Etihad Airways ticket. We are pleased 
to be able to maintain this important 
connection between the UAE and Eu-
rope during this time.” 

 In January 2020, during Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week, Etihad Airways 
operated a special ‘eco-flight’ from Abu 
Dhabi to Brussels, featuring a range 
of initiatives designed to illustrate the 
airline’s broad commitment to sustain-
able practices in the air and on the 
ground. The Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
followed an optimised flight route 
to help reduce fuel consumption and 
carbon emissions. 

Emirates’ iconic flagship A380 landed 
at Queen Alia International (AMM) 

yesterday afternoon as the airline 
resumed the operations of its popular 
aircraft to Amman. 

Customers can fly the Emirates A380 
between Dubai and Amman three times 
a week on Wednesdays, Thursday and 
Fridays as part of the airline’s newly in-
troduced expanded schedule of 10 weekly 
flights. The expanded schedule also 
includes flights EK 905 and EK 906. Emir-
ates flight EK 905 will depart Dubai at 
22:15 and will arrives in Amman at 23:40 
local time. The return flight, EK 906 will 
depart Amman at 01:45 and will arrive in 
Dubai at 06:40 local time.

Timings have been scheduled to facili-

Emirates resume operations to Amman 
thrice a week

tate more effective onward connections 
to destinations in the United States such 

as well as vital connections to European 
points popular with Jordanian travellers.

AIRLINES & OEMS NEWS
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COVID-19 IMPACT NEWS

Finnair postpones deliveries of three Airbus A350-
900 as a comprehensive measure

Etihad’s scalable organisational 
restructuring to support organic growth

“Finnair has been in intensive negotia-
tions with all of its suppliers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, seeking to reduce 
expenditures in order to support our 
ramp-up plans when traffic recovers. This 
agreement will give us more flexibility to 
deploy the existing fleet more efficiently 
and improve cash flow”, says Christine 
Rovelli, Senior Vice President, Finance 
and Fleet Management at Finnair.

Finnair has ordered a total of 19 new 
A350-900 XWB aircraft from Airbus, of 
which 16 have now been delivered.

Etihad announced a new organisa-
tional structure that will position 

the business to deliver on its mandate 
in the wake of COVID-19 and meet the 
challenges of the global downturn in 
aviation head on.

Tony Douglas, Group Chief Executive 
Officer, Etihad Aviation Group said, “Af-
ter our best-ever Q1 performance, none 
of us could have predicted the chal-
lenges that lay ahead in the remainder 
of this year. I’m extremely proud of the 
way my leadership team and the whole 
Etihad family have navigated the COV-
ID-19 crisis so far, and I must express my 
gratitude to each member of the team 
for continually proving our adaptabil-
ity to the most unexpected of circum-
stances. As a responsible business, we 
can no longer continue to incrementally 
adapt to a marketplace that we believe 
has changed for the foreseeable future. 
That is why we are taking definitive and 
decisive action to adjust our business 
and position ourselves proudly as a 
mid-sized carrier. The first stage of this 
is an operational model change that will 
see us restructure our senior leadership 
team and our organisation to allow us 
to continue delivering on our mandate, 
ensuring long-term sustainability, and 
contributing to the growth and promi-
nence of Abu Dhabi.”

The restructuring sees the airline con-
tinuing its transformation into a mid-
sized, full-service carrier concentrating 
on its fleet of widebody aircraft, with a 
leaner, flatter and scaleable organisa-
tional structure that supports organic 
growth as the world returns to flying.

By embedding the new structure, the 
airline will strengthen its focus on its 
core offering of safety, security, service; 
continue developing its industry-leading 
health and hygiene programme Etihad 
Wellness, and prioritise innovation and 
sustainability, which are essential to the 
future of the airline.

Robin Kamark, Chief Commercial 
Officer, has decided to leave the busi-
ness, and following his departure, the 
business units within Commercial will 
be separated and transferred under the 
leadership of Mohammad Al Bulooki, 
Chief Operating Officer, Adam Bouka-
dida, Chief Financial Officer, and Terry 
Daly, who will assume the role of Execu-
tive Director Guest Experience, Brand 
& Marketing. Mohammad will assume 
responsibility for Network Planning, 
Sales, Revenue Management, Cargo & 
Logistics, Commercial Strategy Planning, 
and Alliances, in addition to his existing 
portfolio.

Duncan Bureau, Senior Vice President 
Sales & Distribution, will also be leaving 

Etihad. Reporting directly to Moham-
mad, Martin Drew will take on Duncan’s 
portfolio alongside his current responsi-
bilities as Managing Director for Cargo 
& Logistics.

As part of his new role, Terry will lead 
the Marketing, Brand & Partnerships de-
partment, and Etihad Guest, the airline’s 
loyalty programme, while continuing 
to oversee the Customer Experience & 
Service Delivery department.

Following the departure of Akram 
Alami, Chief Transformation Officer, the 
Procurement and Supply Chain depart-
ment and Transformation Office will 
move under the leadership of Adam 
Boukadida. Adam will also assume 
responsibility for the Analytics depart-
ment, which previously sat within the 
Commercial division. Ibrahim Nassir, 
Chief Human Resources & Organisa-
tional Development Officer, will have an 
additional responsibility for the Asset 
Management department.

Finally, Mutaz Saleh will be leaving 
his position as Chief Risk & Compliance 
Officer, after which Henning zur Hausen, 
General Counsel, will take on additional 
responsibility for Ethics & Compliance, 
while Risk and Performance reporting 
will move under Adam Boukadida, form-
ing part of a new Corporate Strategy 
team. Business Continuity will trans-
fer to Ahmed Al Qubaisi, Senior Vice 
President Government, International & 
Communications.

As a part of their comprehensive measure 
to emerge strong from the COVID-19 

pandemic, Finnair has postponed the deliv-
eries of thee Airbus A350-900 aircraft after 
the announcement of Q3 results. The aircraft 
were originally scheduled for delivery from 
Q2 2021 to Q2 2022, and on average, the new 
delivery dates for the aircraft will be 24 
months later than originally scheduled.

As a result of the deferrals, Finnair’s cash 
flow from investing activities will be ap-
proximately 200 million euros less in 2021. 
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DEFENCE NEWS

Navy’s Composites Manufactur-
ing Technology Centre (CMTC) 

and Lockheed Martin Aeronautics has 
selected Veelo Technologies to reduce 
costs on the F-35 Lightning II aircraft 
program. They will also help to increase 
the production of composite parts that 
will be used on the fifth-generation 
combat aircraft.

Based on their novel heating technol-
ogy, VeeloHEAT Cauls and VeeloHEAT 
composite repair blankets will allow 
for in-situ hot debulk of composites 
and enable repair of complex curvature 
parts respectively. The project is being 

executed through the Office of Naval 
Research, which manages the Navy 
Manufacturing Technology Program 
(ManTech) program. Advanced Technol-
ogy International (ATI) is under contract 
to operate CMTC for Navy ManTech.

Mr. Joe Sprengard, Jr. President & CEO at 
Veelo Technologies said, “Veelo is proud 
of the opportunity to develop new capa-
bilities for the F-35, the US government’s 
single largest weapons program. Partner-
ing with Lockheed Martin and the Navy 
is an example of our company’s vision 
coming to life: to be a trusted partner 
and problem solver to the world’s leading 

Airbus and German Air Force has 
signed the project Quadriga, which 

will cover 38 new Eurofighter aircraft, 
30 single-seater and 8 twin-seater. This 
contract makes Germany the largest 
ordering nation in Europe’s biggest de-
fence programme. Three of the aircraft 
will be equipped with additional test 
installations as Instrumented Test Air-
craft for the further development of the 
Eurofighter programme.

Dirk Hoke, CEO Airbus Defence and 
Space said, “The new Tranche 4 Euro-
fighter is currently the most modern 
European-built combat aircraft with a 
service life well beyond 2060. Its techni-
cal capabilities will allow full integra-
tion into the European Future Combat 
Air System FCAS”.

The renewed order from Germany secures 
production until 2030 and comes at a strate-

Veelo Technologies to reduce costs on F-35 Lightning II 
along with Lockheed Martin and US Navy

German Air Force renews contract with Airbus for 38 
Eurofighter aircraft

aerospace and defence companies and 
government institutions.”

The technology and expertise Veelo 
Technologies are providing will eliminate 
the need to move the tooling used to 
produce F-35 composite parts to an auto-
clave for debulking. Building on existing 
bagging procedures, the addition of Vee-
loHEAT Caul keeps the tooling out of the 
oven by affording heated debulk at the 
tool during layup. Eliminating this step 
substantially improves throughput and 
reduces the time needed for debulking.

VeeloHEAT Caul and VeeloHEAT com-
posite repair blankets provide uniform 
heating, even on the complex geometrie 
sound in the F-35 program. It also cools 
quickly and is highly uniform across 
large surface areas. Veelo’s heating tech-
nologies are durable, damage tolerant, 
and drapable to allow for net-shaped 
solutions. VeeloHEAT Caulis engineered 
with materials such as Viton that meet 
cleanroom requirements.

Additionally, VeeloHEAT Cauls and 
composite repair blankets can be 
controlled with existing hot bonders or 
VeeloHEAT Controllers. 

gically important time for the programme. 
In addition to an expected Eurofighter 
order from Spain to replace its legacy F-18s, 
procurement decisions in Switzerland and 
Finland are imminent in 2021.

The variant offered in Switzerland 
corresponds to the configuration of the 
German Quadriga order. The equipment 
includes the world’s latest electronic ra-

dar, future-proof hardware and software 
and unlimited multi-role capability for 
engaging air and ground targets.

Eurofighter is Europe’s largest de-
fence programme, in which the United 
Kingdom, Spain and Italy are involved 
alongside Germany. In addition to tech-
nological capabilities, it secures more 
than 100,000 jobs in Europe.
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Collins Aerospace’ Next-Gen ejection seats ‘ACES-5’ 
coming up for US Air Force aircraft

Lockheed Martin awards GE Aviation with 
‘Outstanding Supplier Status’

In the latest announcement by Collins 
Aerospace, the US Air Force has granted 

them a contract of USD 700 million 
firm-fixed-price for the production and 
fielding of a next generation ejection 
seat. The manufacturing of these ejection 
seats will be carried out in the Colorado 
Springs facility and is expected to be 
completed in the coming decade. The first 

delivery order focuses on outfitting the 
USAF fleet of Boeing F-15s with the ACES 
5 ejection seat. 

Describing the ACES 5 as the pinnacle 
of technology, Heather Robertson, vice 
president & general manager, Collins 
Aerospace said, “Collins Aerospace con-
tinues to leverage innovative technolo-
gies to keep aircrew safe, reduce main-

GE Aviation achieved the Lockheed 
Martin Rotary and Mission Systems 

(RMS) Outstanding Supplier status after 
demonstrating exceptional quality, deliv-
ery and customer support performance 
for the data transfer systems on Sikor-
sky’s UH-60 Black Hawk aircraft. Sikorsky 
is part of Lockheed Martin Corporation’s 
RMS business.

“GE truly believes that our customers 
determine our success,” said Sterling 
Leaven, Clearwater site leader for GE 
Aviation. “Receiving such a prestigious 
award reflects our passion and commit-
ment of ensuring that our customer’s 
experience from a quality and delivery 
perspective is best in class.”

Rotary and Mission Systems recognized 
27 suppliers, including GE Aviation’s 
Avionics Systems business in Clearwater, 
Florida, which was recognized for the 
third consecutive year by Lockheed Mar-
tin for exceptional supplier performance.    

“Suppliers are critical members of our 

tenance costs, and improve operational 
performance. Our goal is to provide the 
best-performing ejection seat exceeding 
the most stringent safety requirements 
in the world today. The ACES 5 is in a 
class of its own and we couldn’t be more 
excited to begin fielding it while continu-
ing the proud legacy of the ACES Family 
of Systems.”

ACES 5 is Collins Aerospace’s next-gener-
ation ejection seat and features enhanced 
head, neck, arm and leg flail prevention, 
in addition to a load-compensating 
catapult based on the occupant’s weight. 
ACES 5 reduces overall ejection-related 
major injuries to less than 5 per cent and 
ejection-related spinal injuries to less 
than 1 per cent. Collins Aerospace ACES 
5 seat provides MIL-HDBK-516C safety 
while meeting Government require-
ments to include a qualification schedule 
planned within Air Force program objec-
tives and equal or lower life cycle costs. 
Most recently, the seat was selected for 
the US Air Force’s T-7A Red Hawk trainer.

industry team, enabling production of 
the most advanced technologies for our 
customers,” Abby Lilly, vice president of 
Global Supply Chain at Lockheed Martin 
Rotary and Mission Systems told sup-
pliers recently. “You achieved this award 
because you have shown your dedication 
to delivering on our customers expecta-
tion of perfect quality and delivery.”

To attain the RMS outstanding supplier 
status, a company must supply best-in-

class performance in achieving on-time 
delivery, cost and quality standards in 
2019. This honour is based on a variety 
of factors from reliable deliveries, to the 
alignment of the business’ values with 
Lockheed Martin values. Most importantly, 
the businesses mentioned average 99 per 
cent on time deliveries and zero quality 
defects. These small and large businesses 
represent the top one percent of suppliers 
supporting the corporation’s mission.
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Open Mission Systems Compliant Advanced Sensor 
successfully demonstrated by Northrop Grumman

US Air Force selects Elbit Systems of America for JADC2 ID/IQ

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
has successfully demonstrated an 

open mission systems (OMS) compli-
ant active electronically scanned array 
(AESA) sensor in recent ground and 
multiple flight demonstrations. For the 
demonstrations, an advanced Northrop 
Grumman wideband AESA sensor was 
connected to an OMS-compliant mission 
computing system provided by Boe-
ing. After integrating with the Boeing 
mission computing environment, the 
AESA sensor was instructed to focus on 
specific targets, capture and manage 
data, and communicate the information 

back to the mission computing system, 
which was displayed in real-time on an 
operator’s workstation.

“These demonstrations continue to 
act as pathfinders to enable further 
OMS opportunities,” said Paul Kalafos, 
vice president, surveillance and electro-
magnetic maneuver warfare, Northrop 
Grumman. “Using an agile framework, 
we can quickly develop and adapt com-
plex, multi-function systems to enable 
multi-mission nodes at the tactical edge 
of the battlespace, be it Joint All-Domain 
Command and Control (JADC2), electron-
ic warfare, or intelligence, surveillance 

The United States Air Force has 
selected Elbit Systems of America to 

compete for future task orders within 
the service’s Joint All-Domain Command 
and Control (JADC2) Indefinite-Delivery/
Indefinite-Quantity (ID/IQ) contract.

“Elbit Systems of America is honoured 

to help the US Air Force realize the vi-
sion for connecting sensors and effects 
across multiple domains,” said Raanan 
Horowitz, President and CEO of Elbit Sys-
tems of America. “Our concept for JADC2 
facilitates our Warfighters enjoying an 
asymmetric advantage by providing 

and reconnaissance.”
OMS is an approach based on open 

architecture design allowing customers 
to rapidly add new or improved capabili-
ties, regardless of supplier, at a reduced 
cost. This Northrop Grumman and Boe-
ing joint live flight test demonstrated a 
key step in continuing the validation and 
integration of OMS-compliant systems 
and the ability to successfully transfer 
relevant active-passive kill chain data.

“Northrop Grumman is a pioneer in 
developing multi-function sensors,” said 
Greg Simer, vice president, air domi-
nance and strike, Northrop Grumman.  
“Through our iterative development and 
flight demonstrations, we are focused on 
agile development with OMS-compliant 
sensors and commercial practices to 
prove the rapid integration of capa-
bilities across mission sets. The result 
is faster and more affordable advances 
in sensor capabilities for US forces and 
their allies.”       

Northrop Grumman plans to integrate 
a combination of OMS/Open Commu-
nication Systems sensors and software-
defined radios across multiple platforms, 
networks and nodes to address driving 
mission needs and ensure multi-domain 
interoperability.

tools that shorten reaction time and aid 
in decision-making. To achieve this, we 
are developing networked, AI-enabled 
solutions that fuse sensors and data 
to increase situational awareness and 
deliver increased lethality.”

The purpose of the JADC2 ID/IQ is to 
develop and operate systems as a uni-
fied force across all domains (air, land, 
sea, space, cyber, and electromagnetic 
spectrum) in an open architecture fam-
ily of systems that enables capabilities 
via multiple integrated platforms. With 
this selection, Elbit Systems of America 
can compete for awards associated with 
the maturation, demonstration, and pro-
liferation of capability across platforms 
and domains, leveraging open systems 
design and agile software and algorithm 
development in order to enable JADC2.
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StandardAero and Royal Netherland Air Force sign 
F135 engine lease agreement

Life Link III ordered two more AW109 Trekker from 
Leonardo for air medical transport missions

StandardAero and Royal Netherlands 
Air Force (RNLAF) have signed a 

long-term F135 Engine Lease and Service 
Agreement as a part of strengthening 
their long-term MRO partnership.

Marc Drobny, President of StandardA-

ero’s Military and Energy division said, 
“StandardAero is very proud to work 
in partnership with the State of the 
Netherlands, executing on the ambi-
tion that was formulated many years 
ago. Together with many stakeholders, 

Life Link III, an EMS operator in Min-
nesota and Wisconsin in the United 

States has signed a contract with Leon-
ardo for a AW169 and AW109 Trekker 
helicopter for air medical transport 
missions. This order marks the entry of 
AW109 Trekker in the US for EMS. With 
this, Life Link III’s Leonardo helicop-
ters fleet will increase to 14 aircraft 
and they will be the first to operate a 
mixed fleet of AW119 IFR and AW109 
Trekker

The helicopters will ensure in-flight 
critical care and transport patients 
across the upper-Midwest of the country 
and delivery is anticipated to take place 
in the fourth quarter of 2021.

Lee McCammon, Vice President of Op-
erations at Life Link III said, “The addi-
tion of the AW109 Trekker and AW169 
will return Life Link III to instrument 
flight capability and further enhance 
our ability to deliver safe, fast, and 
reliable air medical transportation to 
the communities we serve. Our strong 
relationship with Leonardo supports 

our commitment to utilizing advanced 
technology to complete life-saving 
missions.” 

The AW169 features a spacious 222 
cubic ft. cabin and Life Link III will have 
a FAA certified EMS interior which 
provides 360-degree patient access es-
sential for critical care. The helicopter 
can travel up to 440 nautical miles, with 
a top speed of 160 knots and it can climb 
to 14,500 feet.

The Trekker has high-end EMS capabili-
ties in terms of its interior, performance, 
advanced avionics, and safety standards. 
The twin-engine helicopter is equipped 
with Night Vision Goggles (NVG), 
single-pilot instrument flight rules, and 
a customised interior built to meet Life 
Link III’s requirements.

William Hunt, Managing Director of 
Leonardo Helicopters in Philadelphia, 
said, “We are pleased to once again be 
supporting the vital life-saving missions 
of our long-standing partner, Life Link 
III. The AW109 Trekker and AW169 will 
be great additions to the EMS operator’s 

the partners aim to provide best value 
propulsion MRO services to the world-
wide fleet of F-35 fifth generation fighter 
aircraft.  This new partnership will retain 
high skilled engine MRO&U profession-
als while the RNLAF is decommissioning 
its F-16 fleet and introducing the state-
of-the-art F-35 fighter jet into its inven-
tory.  The milestone that is reached today 
lays the foundation for further growth 
towards development and implementa-
tion of complex repair procedures bring-
ing new jobs to the LCW and to the local 
community.”

The agreement will provides all 
necessary equipment for F135 module 
MRO including highly skilled techni-
cian personnel from the RNLAF as well 
as other key functions such as engi-
neering to perform MRO operations 
under the operational management of 
StandardAero. 

fleet and both aircraft with their high-
tech capabilities will enable Life Link 
III to conduct its operations safely and 
quickly.”

These aircraft feature the same core 
avionics which deliver unique advan-
tages in terms of fleet management, 
training, safety, and support. The EMS 
operator’s existing fleet comprises 
of ten AW119Kx which have accrued 
more than 21,000 flight hours. In ad-
dition, in July of this year, Life Link III 
signed for the first IFR-certified AW119 
in the civil market – this aircraft will 
enable the company to undertake 
safer operations in challenging weath-
er conditions.

Nearly 240 orders for AW169s have 
been placed by countries including 
Italy, the UK, Japan, South Korea, New 
Zealand, and the United States. To date 
over 70 AW109 Trekkers have been sold 
to customers worldwide for a range of 
roles and over 1,500 AW109 series units 
have been sold globally for different 
missions.
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Nasmyth Group and Incora sign an agreement to 
manufacture precision engineered components

HAL and Tech Mahindra ink a INR 400 crore deal for 
EPR implementation of ‘Project Parivartan’

Nasmyth Group has signed a multi-
million pound seven year contract 

with Incora to manufacture precision 
engineered components for multiple 
platforms including new and aftermar-
ket OE (Original Engine) Build and sup-
port to Legacy Engines. The manufactur-
ing will be carried out by the Nasmyth 

Bulwell team, from their state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facility in Pinxton, Not-
tinghamshire and Nasmyth Group’s 
manufacturing team in Asia.   For over 
60 years, Nasmyth Bulwell has provided 
high quality, uniquely integrated preci-
sion engineering and manufacturing so-
lutions for the global aerospace industry.

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) and Tech Mahindra (TM) 

recently signed a contract worth INR 
400 crore for nine years in Bengaluru, 
India for implementation of Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) to support HAL’s 
‘Project Parivartan’. 

Describing ‘Project Parivartan’ Mr. R 
Madhavan, CMD, HAL said, “This project 
is a comprehensive business transforma-
tion exercise initiated by HAL through 

Eddie Jones, Director of Nasmyth 
Bulwell said, “This contract builds on 
our existing partnership with the Incora 
team. We look forward to strengthening 
that partnership as we work together on 
this new contract.”

 Nasmyth Bulwell specializes in the 
manufacture of solid machine solutions 
including precision parts, kits, airframe 
assemblies and sub-assemblies using 
the latest CAD/CAM technology to inter-
face with customer design teams.

Andrew Jones, Chief Procurement Officer 
of Incora said, “This contract solidifies our 
longstanding relationship with the Nas-
myth Group and we look forward to continu-
ing to grow our partnership to provide best 
in class solutions to Incora’s customers.”

Excellence in engineering and cutting-
edge up to 5-axis technology has posi-
tioned Nasmyth Bulwell at the forefront 
of precision machining, producing 
quality assured components in steel, 
aluminum, nimonics and super alloys.

technologies with original equipment 
manufacturers and aims to deliver an 
enhanced experience to our customers.”

The contract was signed by Mr Diby-
endu Maiti, Executive Director (Corpo-
rate Planning), HAL and Mr Prashanth S, 
Group Competency Head, Tech Mahin-
dra in the presence of Mr R Madhavan, 
CMD, HAL.

Tech Mahindra will be responsible for 
the transformation and modernisation 
of the ERP System as an implementation 
and support partner enabling HAL to 
streamline and standardize its business 
processes across the organization. Tech 
Mahindra will transform the distributed 
application to a centralized application, 
for all the 20 divisions and R&D Centres 
of HAL based on a business transforma-
tion engineering process. This includes 
centralized ERP Turnkey Solution to 
meet HAL’s business requirements with 
implementation of SRM, CRM along 
with select non-ERP applications. 

technology 
enhancement 
and centralized 
ERP. The exercise 
will enable HAL 
to adopt some of 
the best practices 
followed in some 
of the similar in-
dustries globally.

Mr. Sujit Baksi, 
President Cor-
porate Affairs 

and Business Head Emerging Markets, 
Tech Mahindra, said, “Tech Mahindra’s 
selection by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 
extends our vision of supporting govern-
ment’s ‘Atmanirbhar’ (self-reliant) initia-
tive to enhance our indigenous capabili-
ties. This project will transform HAL’s 
ERP system, serving the Armed Forces in 
an efficient and effective manner. This is 
in line with our TechMNxt charter that 
focuses on leveraging new generation 
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HERNAN ABBES appointed as President, Global Sales 
Panasonic Aviation

Hawthorne Global Aviation Services appoints Chuck 
Kegley as the President

In the latest announcement by Pana-
sonic Avionics Corporation Hernan Ab-
bes is being promoted as Vice President, 
Global Sales. In his new role, Hernan will 
play a pivotal leadership role in driving 
business growth and nurturing strong 
relationships with new and existing 
airline customers. He will report directly 
to CEO, Ken Sain, and have worldwide 
responsibility for developing and imple-
menting strategic sales initiatives across 
Panasonic Avionics’ range of products, 
services and solutions.

Ken Sain, Chief Executive Officer of 
Panasonic Avionics Corporation said, 
“Hernan is a valuable addition to 
Panasonic’s senior leadership team, and 
a skilled and proven executive who is 
passionate about customers, meeting 
their needs and exceeding expectations. 
Under his leadership, I have no doubt 
that our company will elevate our re-
sponsiveness and customers will benefit 
from his expertise and dedication.” 

Hernan will oversee efforts to strength-
en customer relationships, listen to and 
understand customer needs, propose 
innovative solutions and share the voice 
of the customer feedback within Pana-
sonic. As a member of Panasonic’s senior 
leadership team, he will also participate 
in strategy formulation and key deci-

sions across the business.
Hernan Abbes, Vice President, Global 

Sales of Panasonic Avionics Corpora-
tion said, “I am truly excited about my 
new role, and look forward to leading 
Panasonic’s team of incredibly talented 
sales executives. Our industry is facing 
challenging times but with the skill of 
our people and the strength and innova-
tion of our services and solutions, I am 
confident that Panasonic will continue 
to grow as the provider of choice for 
airlines across the globe.”

Hernan assumes his role with a deep 
knowledge of Panasonic, its people and 
its customers, having joined the busi-
ness in 2011 as an Account Manager 
for the Americas region. He progressed 
quickly upwards through a series of 
sales roles, and was appointed 
Regional Vice President for the 
Americas and Oceania in 2019.

Hernan Abbes’ started his 
career at Boeing, and then 
at Raytheon, as an electrical 
engineer developing wir-
ing diagrams and cable 
assemblies, before he took 
a role at Thales Avionics 
as an installation engi-
neer. He later transitioned 
into a Senior Account 

Manager role for Thales’ Latin America 
region selling In-Flight Entertainment 
and avionics. He has also held roles as a 
consultant to Gogo and a strategic ac-
count manager at Carlisle Interconnect 
Technologies

Chuck Kegley has been appointed as the 
President of Hawthorne Global Aviation 
Services at their Long Island MacArthur 
Airport location. Prior to joining Haw-
thorne, Kegley was the President at Ad-
vanced Aviation Services and specialised 
in Corporate Aviation Support Services.

“Chuck brings a tremendous depth 
of experience in the general aviation 
services industry, including manage-
ment of fixed base operations, aircraft 
charter and management, and aircraft 
maintenance organizations, and we 
look forward to his help continuing to 
improve and streamline our business 
through these unprecedented times,” 

said Hawthorne’s CEO, Bryon Burbage.  
“Hawthorne remains committed to safe 
operations for our customers and em-
ployees and Chuck’s experience bring-
ing Clay Lacy to IS-BAH status will only 
enhance that commitment.”

“I am thrilled to join the team here and 
to continue to build on Hawthorne’s ex-
cellent reputation in our industry,” said 
Kegley. “For private jet travelers, we have 
all of the elements to offer a successful 
private jet experience, from charter to 
hangarage, maintenance, FBO and man-
agement – providing superior customer 
service in all aspects of our business.”

Throughout Kegley’s career he has held 

key positions at fixed base operations 
in four western states with his most 
recent being President of Gateway USA, 
LLC d.b.a Clay Lacy Aviation. While there 
he was instrumental in managing the 
turnaround of an FBO that was USD 8 
million in debt into a company that was 
successfully sold.  Before joining Clay 
Lacy, Kegley was General Manager of 
Galvin Flying Services of Seattle, WA., 
a 6 time Pro-Pilot Best Independent 
Fixed Base Operation. Prior to that, he 
was an engineer of record with Boeing 
Company for the B2 Spirit.  He has a BS 
in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Southern California.
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Jinnah Hosein appointed as the President of Software 
Engineering at Boeing

Paul Geaney promoted as Chief Risk Officer at Avolon

Jinnah Hosein is appointed as the 
President of Software Engineering at 
Boeing, effective immediately. In this 
newly created role, Hosein will report to 
Greg Hyslop, Boeing chief engineer and 
senior vice president of Engineering, Test 
& Technology, and will focus on further 
strengthening Boeing’s focus on soft-
ware engineering across the enterprise.

“The continued advances in software 
makes excellence in software engineer-
ing an imperative for our business,” 
said Hyslop. “Jinnah will be charged 
with defining and leading Boeing’s 
strategy for software engineering, 
which includes providing capabilities, 
technologies, processes and secure and 
accurate systems to meet the needs 
of all our customers across the entire 
product life cycle.”

Hosein will lead a new, centralized 
organization of engineers who currently 
support the development and delivery of 
software embedded in Boeing’s products 
and services. The team will also inte-
grate other functional teams to ensure 
engineering excellence throughout the 
product life cycle.  

“Safety, quality and integrity underpin 
the mission of our software engineering 
team, and building on this solid founda-
tion, Jinnah will be a transformational 
leader for Boeing,” said Dave Calhoun, 
Boeing president and CEO. “Jinnah’s 
broad experience and fresh perspective 

will elevate our performance and accel-
erate the important work we’ve already 
begun in this area.” 

Hosein brings extensive experience 
as a software engineering leader across 
several innovative, high-tech compa-
nies. He joins Boeing after serving as 
vice president of Software Engineer-
ing for Aurora, a self-driving vehicle 
company, in Palo Alto, California. He led 
the company’s software organization for 
the development of those vehicles and 
developed Aurora’s high-integrity soft-
ware life cycle to deploy autonomous 
architecture to on-road vehicles. 

Previously, Hosein held leadership 
roles at SpaceX, where he led software 
development for Falcon, Falcon Heavy, 
Dragon, Crew Dragon and other flight 
vehicles, and at Tesla, where he helped 
develop autopilot software. In addi-
tion, he served as Google’s director of 
software engineering for cloud net-
working and was one of the original 
members of Google’s Site Reliability 
Engineering team.

Avolon, the international aircraft 
leasing company recently promoted 
Paul Geaney as Chief Risk Officer 
and to its Executive Committee. Paul 
will assume overall responsibility for 
the implementation, oversight and 

will bring in-depth market knowledge, 
a vast network of strong relationships 
and a strategic vision to the role. Avo-
lon’s prudent approach to risk manage-
ment has been crucial to our success 
and we have consistently positioned 
the business to withstand numerous 
global challenges, including the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. I am confident 
Paul will excel in his new role, helping 
support Avolon achieve its objectives 
and helping deliver value for both our 
shareholders and investors.

” Paul Geaney joined Avolon in May 
2010, and was most recently Avolon’s 
Head of OEM and a member of Avolon’s 
Senior Management Team. As Head of 
OEM, Paul was responsible for managing 
Avolon’s relationships with all airframe 
and engine manufacturers. Prior to join-
ing Avolon, Paul also worked for RBS Avi-
ation Capital, where he began his career 
in aviation in 2002. Paul holds a Bachelor 
Degree in Economics and Politics from 
Trinity College, Dublin.

continued development of Avolon’s 
risk management framework and will 
report to the CEO. A member of Avolon 
since 2010, Paul most recently served 
as Head of the OEM team with respon-
sibility for managing Avolon’s rela-
tionships with all airframe and engine 
manufacturers.

Speaking on the appointment, Dóm-
hnal Slattery, Avolon CEO said, “I’m 
delighted to welcome Paul onto our 
Executive Committee as Chief Risk Of-
ficer. Our risk management framework 
has been a market differentiator for 
our business since its foundation and 
the appointment of Paul will further 
strengthen and enhance our decision 
making and business operating pro-
cesses. A key member of Avolon since 

its formation in 2010 and 
having worked 

in a variety of 
operational 
roles across the 
business, Paul 
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Collins Aerospace and Knight Aerospace develop state-of-
art Lavatory System for military cargo aircraft

West Star Aviation’s first installation of Bongiovi Audio 
System in Hawker 900X

Collins Aerospace Systems and 
Knight Aerospace have introduced 

an innovative roll-on/roll-off Air Trans-
portable Galley or Lavatory System 
(ATGL) for military cargo aircraft. The 
new solution makes it possible to rapidly 
replace costly-to-maintain systems with 
a modern solution that serves military 
personnel during long missions.

“The current solutions flying today are 
well past their obsolescence age and 
finding the correct parts to fix what’s 
currently available is becoming increas-
ingly difficult,” said Bianca Rhodes, Presi-
dent and CEO for Knight Aerospace. “The 
ATGL solution is not only a more practi-

cal and cost-effective solution, it’s also 
representative of the most technologi-
cally advanced and airworthy solutions 
available today.”

The new ATGL is a universal system 
that contains a full-service galley and 
two lavatories on a customized pallet 
that can be loaded on board any cargo 
aircraft, including the C-130, C-17 and KC-
46, on either 108” or 88” directional bias. 
The first-to-market solution combines 
Knight’s industry expertise in specialty 
palletized systems, customized cabine-
try and systems integration with Col-
lins’ cabin interior leadership in galleys, 
galley inserts and lavatories to create a 

West Star is pleased to announce 
their first installation of Bongiovi 

Audio System in a Hawker 900XP at 
their Grand Junction (GJT) facility.

Bongiovi Aviation Audio system is 

unique in the aspect that the interior 
panels actually become the speak-
ers, by placing the transducers to 
the backside of the panels, giving 
the cabin a sleek, more sophisticated 

solution that accommodates missions of 
mass troop transport. The ATGL solution 
is supported by Collins’ global mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul network. 

“The ATGL solution demonstrates the 
ability of two leaders in innovation to 
deliver solutions that create tremendous 
value for our customers around the 
world,” said Trevor Skelly, vice presi-
dent and general manager of Integra-
tion Engineering for Collins Aerospace. 
“Together with Knight Aerospace we’ve 
developed a product that far exceeds 
what could have been done separately.”

The galley provides various customiz-
able options as customers can decide 
between their preferred combination of 
refrigerators, coffee makers, ovens and 
microwaves to pair with two lavatories. 
Each lavatory is equipped with Collins’ 
advanced vacuum wastewater system 
and Agile toilet, increasing sanitary 
measures on board the aircraft and 
eliminating the usage of blue water 
systems that rely on special service 
trucks to pump out waste after each 
flight. The pallet provides a robust, high-
quality, durable platform for the lavatory 
and galley while also interfacing to the 
aircraft cargo handling system without 
the need for additional tie-downs or at-
tachment points.

look and sound, while also reducing 
weight by eliminating speakers and 
subwoofers.

“The dynamic range and frequency 
spectrum coverage is phenomenal 
throughout the aircraft,” said Walt 
Marcy, Avionics Technical Sales Man-
ager (GJT).

“The immersive sound is unique in the 
way that the sound is distributed evenly 
throughout the cabin,” said Rob Hame-
link, Bongiovi Aviation.

West Star Aviation specializes in the 
repair and maintenance of airframes, 
engines and APUs, avionics installations 
and repair, major modifications, interior 
refurbishment, exterior paint, accessory 
services and parts. 
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‘InsightIQ’ – One Stop Aviation intelligence platform by IBA

GomSpace signs a contract with Colombian Air Force to initiate 
FACSAT-2 satellite mission

IBA has launched a one-stop aviation 
intelligence platform called InsightIQ. 

This platform combines speed, accuracy, 
visual analytics and intuitive navigation 
to deliver actionable insight from com-
prehensive, integrated aviation data.

Ian Beaumont, Chief Executive Officer 
of IBA said, “IBA has leveraged over 30 
years of commercial aircraft and engine 
market data combined with the skills of 
more than 40 aviation and data ana-

lysts to create InsightIQ. It is a uniquely 
flexible platform, that unites ease of use 
and exportability with IBA’s expert asset 
management and valuation method-
ologies, to provide banks and invest-
ment, leasing and insurance companies 
alongside airlines, OEMs and MROs with 
the trusted intelligence they need to op-
timise their asset, portfolio and invest-
ment strategies.”

- InsightIQ comprises six key areas: 

GomSpace has signed a 6.9 MSEK 
contract with Colombian Air Force 

(FAC) to initiate the FACSAT-2 satellite 
mission and associated intensive virtual 
technology transfer program.

The FACSAT-2 project comprises design, 
manufacture, test and operation of an 

advanced 6U remote sensing spacecraft. 
The program will build on the successful 
collaboration established and local capa-
bility built during the FACSAT-1 program 
under which a Colombian 3U satellites 
was launched in 2018 and is today in 
continued operation by FAC.

Fleet; Liquidity; Aircraft; Flights; Portfo-
lio; and 
      News. Together, they enable aviation 
professionals to: 

-  Unlock aircraft ownership, specifica-
tion, utilisation and flight map informa-
tion

-  Analyse aircraft availability and 
liquidity

- Access flexible aircraft and engine 
valuations from the 2020 Appraiser of 
the Year

-  Create numerous alternative portfo-
lios and generate entity-by-entity and 

   aggregated valuations
- Track global flight activity and geo-

graphic fleet distribution
- Contextualise their analysis with 

up-to-the-minute news provided by 
AviatorPro

 The platform flexibly illustrates 
multiple asset, fleet and market posi-
tions, actual and potential, to inform 
users’ choices and assist them to 
identify acquisition and divestment 
opportunities.

“This new contract with the Colombian 
Air Force shows the value GomSpace 
is providing to customers seeking to 
gain technological competence while 
building their own space capacity. We 
are very pleased to have the Colombian 
Air Force as a returning customer,” said 
Niels Buus, CEO of GomSpace.

This is the second step to develop a 
small satellite capability in Colombia 
with the Colombian Air Force directly 
involved in all phases of implement-
ing the program. The present contract 
covers preliminary design activities 
and continued capacity building to be 
performed with close collaboration 
between GomSpace experts and FAC 
personnel.

Nanosatellite Technology is in continu-
ous development unlocking increasing 
potential for national states to build 
operational space-based capabilities at 
much reduced cost compared to tradi-
tional space programs.
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2021

The MEBAA Show
DWC, Dubai Airshow Site, UAE 

22-24
FEB

Aviation Festival Asia 2020
Suntec Convention Centre, 
Singapore

22-23
JUN

Saudi International Airshow
Thumamah Airport, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia

16-18
FEB


