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Mro Inching Towards Sustainable Future

Kellstrom Aerospace secures aerospace filtration 
products distribution contract from Global 
Filtration

Swedish Armed Forces make a £15.5 million 
investment in GKN Aerospace
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Boeing has announced the decision 
to invest in a new logistics center in 

India to cater to the company’s regional 
customers. Continuing to expand its 
footprint in India, Boeing is investing 
in building capabilities that support an 
efficient and cost-effective service solu-
tion for customers in the South Asian 
region and to maintain higher fleet utili-
zation and mission readiness rates.

“The further expansion of our foot-
print in India with the India Logistics 
Center supports our long-term invest-
ment strategy for the country. We 
remain excited and committed as we 
provide critical service support to-
wards the growth of the Indian civil and 
defence aviation ecosystem,” said Salil 
Gupte, President, Boeing India.

To emphasize the company’s commit-
ment towards the growth of the Indian 
aviation sector, Boeing Defence India’s 
Managing Director Surendra Ahuja will 
join the 4th Aerospace and Defence 
MRO South Asia Summit 2023 in Delhi, 
India as a high-profile speaker. The 
premier event will host aviation leaders 
from around the world who will gather 
to discuss the emergence and potential 
of India as the powerhouse of  Defence 

and civil Aviation MRO in the region.
In the initial phase of the operations, 

the India Logistics Center will focus on 
supporting airline customers as the civil 
aviation sector in the country continues 
to rapidly advance towards becoming the 
world’s third largest passenger market, 
only second to the U.S. and China. Accord-
ing to the estimates, the fleet of Indian 
airlines is projected to nearly quadruple 
in size by 2041 compared to 2019. 

Boeing to strengthen position in the region with India 
Logistics Center
Boeing with the India Logistics Center is investing in building capabilities that support an efficient and 
cost-effective service solution for the customers in the region.
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Hartzell Engine Tech recently 
received FAA Parts Manufacturer 

Approval (PMA) for its Sky-Tec HT (High 
Torque) starters for Robinson two-place 
R22 and four-place R44 light utility 
helicopters. An integrated self-resetting 
Kickback Protection System (KPS) is 
a feature of the company’s Sky-Tec 
HT starter for Lycoming engines that 
guards against engine kickback.

“Hartzell Engine Tech’s durable Sky-
Tec HT starters with their Kickback 
Protection System are in full production 
and available  through the company’s 
distribution system. They replace our 
older starters installed by Robinson 
helicopters at the factory and also older 
competitor starter units,” said Hartzell 
Engine Tech President Keith Bagley. 
“The Sky-Tec brand, which we acquired 
in 2016, continues to reflect the highest 
levels of quality, innovation and value,” 
he further added.

Since the R22 was introduced in 

1979, the Robinson Helicopter Compa-
ny in Torrance, California, has produced 
more than 10,000 of the two helicop-
ter models, the majority of which are 

still in operation today. The Organiza-
tion Designation Authorization (ODA) 
program of the company was used to 
obtain the PMA for these plug-and-play 
starters.

A product portfolio from Hartzell 
Engine Tech includes Janitrol Aero, 
Fuelcraft, Plane-Power, Sky-Tec, and 
AeroForce Turbocharger Systems. These 
powerful brands work together to offer 
the general aviation sector heating and 
engine accessory solutions. Superior 
products are produced by Hartzell En-
gine Tech, a Hartzell Aviation company, 
to meet the demanding requirements of 
contemporary aircraft systems. Quality 
and control are guaranteed by precise 
engineering, manufacturing, inspec-
tion, and certification. QAA is a global 
General Aviation distribution hub and 
authorized MRO facility. Keith Bagley, 
the president of Hartzell Engine Tech, 
runs the business from its Montgomery, 
Ala, headquarters.

Hartzell Engine Tech receives FAA Parts Manufacturer Approval (PMA) for its Sky-Tec HT (High Torque) 
starters for Robinson two-place R22 and four-place R44 light utility helicopters.

Hartzell Engine Tech receives FAA PMA for its 
Sky-Tec HT starters

 “A key element of efficient customer  
support is rapid response and distribu-
tion of replacement parts. The India 
Logistics Center will allow better 
responsiveness and build on Boeing’s 
existing global reputation for the high-
est quality of customer service,” said 
Ashwani Bhargava, Senior Director, India 
Supply Chain, Boeing India.

In the second phase, the India Logistics 
Center will cater to the larger network of 
Boeing’s customers in the region. Through 
the Boeing India Repair Development and 
Sustainment (BIRDS) hub program, Boeing 
is already supporting local customers by 
creating an ecosystem of comprehen-
sive support packages and indigenous 
Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) 
capabilities with its partners.

This initiative can be seen as a testa-
ment to Boeing’s commitment to “Make 
in India” and “Aatmanirbhar Bharat”. Cur-
rently, India operates a fleet of Boeing 

aircraft, including 11 C-17s, 22 AH-64 
Apaches (with an additional 6 on order), 
15 CH-47 Chinooks, 12 P-8Is, 3 VVIP 
aircraft, and 2 Head of State aircraft.

India is well-positioned to localize 
maintenance services capabilities 
and provide cost-effective solutions 
given its large technical labor force, 
including uniquely qualified and 

highly trained technicians and industry 
capabilities. With over eight decades 
of presence in India, Boeing has built 
a strong network of support for its 
customers in the region through vari-
ous initiatives and partnerships while 
contributing to the growth and devel-
opment of the Indian aerospace and 
defence sector.
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StandardAero is one of the world’s 
largest independent providers of 

services including engine and airframe 
MRO, engine component repair, engi-
neering services, interior completions 
and paint applications, has acquired 
Western Jet Aviation, which also oper-
ates a facility at Miami-Opa Locka Execu-
tive Airport in Florida. One of the busiest 
business aviation airports in the world, 
Van Nuys, California, is home to Western 
Jet Aviation, an independently owned 
business jet maintenance company that 
specialises in Gulfstream aircraft.

Western Jet Aviation is the 12th 
acquisition made by StandardAero 
since 2015. The company has a ten-acre 
footprint with over 120,000 square 
feet of hangar, shop, and office space, 
as well as a staff of almost 100 aviation 

professionals. This represents Stan-
dardAero’s first recent acquisition that 
concentrates on airframe/non-engine 
work. In addition to tip-to-tail main-
tenance and interior services for GIV 
and G200 through G650, Western Jet 
Aviation is a certified repair station that 
also provides heavy avionics support on 
numerous other well-known business 
aviation aircraft.

“Western Jet Aviation’s broad range 
of business aviation MRO capabilities 
expands our facility footprint, customer 
base, geographic reach and repair 
portfolio to facilitate continuing growth 
for StandardAero,” said Russell Ford, 
Chairman & CEO of StandardAero.  “Or-
ganizationally, Western Jet Aviation will 
be aligned with our Business Aviation 
division and we warmly welcome the 

Western Jet Aviation team to Standar-
dAero,” he further added.

A wide range of AOG and scheduled 
maintenance services, such as airframe 
inspections, engine and APU trouble-
shooting, diagnostics and repair, part 
sales, interior soft good modifications 
and wood repair, and significant struc-
tural repairs are all provided to business 
jet customers by Western Jet Aviation. 
The avionics instal shop offers compre-
hensive cockpit and cabin management 
system upgrades, in-flight connectiv-
ity installations, annual certifications, 
troubleshooting, field support, and OEM 
extended warranty programmes, among 
other services, for the majority of the 
major business jet platforms.

After nearly 50 years in aviation, it 
was time for me to pass the reins.  We 
have accomplished so much at Western 
Jet, but it was also time to find the right 
partner to help Western Jet go to the 
next level.  StandardAero is the perfect 
partner to help this company do just 
that.  I am thrilled for the employees 
and for the future of this company,” said 
Jim Hansen, founder of Jet Aviation.

Western Jet Aviation is FAA and EASA 
certified, OEM licenced, and has the 
ability to offer upgrades and modifica-
tions to customers, just like Standar-
dAero. Rolls-Royce Tay, Spey, BR710, 
and BR725 engines are serviced by 
Western Jet Aviation, and Honeywell 
36 series and RE220 series APUs are 
also maintained.

MRO NEWS

StandardAero Acquires Western Jet Aviation
Western Jet Aviation represents StandardAero’s 12th acquisition since 2015 as the company comprises a 
footprint of over 120,000 square feet of hangar, shop and office space on ten acres along with a team of 
nearly 100 aviation professionals. 
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MRO INCHING 
TOWARDS 
SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE
The world’s largest producer of renewable diesel and SAFs, Neste 
supplies SAF  to three major US airlines with biofuel for flights out 
of San Francisco

Inching towards sustainability has to 
be a multi-pronged effort with com-

mitment die cast by all stakeholders. 
This entails tailor-made government 
policies, aviation sectoral changes, avia-
tion safety thresholds set by regulators, 
OEMs and airline manufacturers opting 
for improved and advanced technology, 
and urgent and ongoing investment in 
research, education and the presence of 
public fora for debate and discussions. 
In fact, the aviation sector has been 
the first among industries to make a 
concerted effort to reduce the harmful 
impact of greenhouse gas emissions on 
our planet. 

Graphically, as explained in the image 
below, the aviation industry’s carbon 
footprint is less than 3% of the total 
global C02 emissions. However, given 
the growth potential of the sector, espe-
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Image Courtesy : -Our World in Data. Aviation accounts for almost 3% of global CO2 emissions

cially in South Asia, the carbon emis-
sions from Aviation would also multiply 
manifold. Aviation being a high – vis-
ibility, the industry has drawn attention 
from all quarters to be operationally 
sustainable. 

With each COP, and at other Climate 
Change events, the resolve of global 
leaders and relevant entities seems to 
grow stronger toward reducing CO2 
emissions with cutting-edge technology 
and breakthroughs. 

The search for solutions to miti-
gate the environmental impact of air 
transportation led IATA and its 260 
international airline members to pledge 
a reduction of carbon emissions in half 
by 2050 keeping the base year as 2005. 
Participating in climate change sym-
posiums, engaging with like-minded 
individuals, and providing platforms 

for meaningful discussions, forging 
alliances and partnerships amongst a 
varied lot of stakeholders, are all efforts 
in inching towards sustainability. 

The conversations continue at the 
national, regional (e.g.EU), and inter-
national (e.g.UN), levels, where stake-
holders need to work with each other, 
airport communities, and supply chains, 
to learn sustainable ways of supply-
ing SAF, and while minimizing logistic 
bottlenecks. 

Role of IATA & ICAO
IATA engages with all relevant stake-

holders including feedstock suppliers, 
technology providers, SAF and other 
alternate fuel producers, fuel logis-
tics partners,  airlines and the airport 
community, researchers and investors, 
related international organizations, cer-
tification authorities, and policymakers. 
All of these elements working in unison 
can create a healthy ecosystem to usher 
in sustainability in aviation. 

At, COP 27 ICAO Council President 
Salvatore Sciacchitano underscored the 
ICAO Assembly’s objective of reaching 
net zero emissions from air transpor-
tation by 2050. Giving direction and 
emphasis to this critical mission are 
statements from Council President 
Sciacchitano, 

 “As aviation continues to explore and 
adopt the incredible new technological 
innovations arising today in aeronautics 
and renewable energy propulsion, ICAO 
also recognizes how imperative it is to 
start putting in place the right poli-
cies, legal frameworks and modernized 
infrastructure to enable this evolution 
to emissions-free flight.” 

Then again, ICAO’s newly launched 
Assistance, Capacity-building and 
Training for Sustainable Aviation 
Fuels (ACT-SAF) programme will sup-
port the States on sustainable fuel 
development and deployment, and be 
able to help forge partnerships and 
cooperation around the world. An in-
creasing number of States and inter-
national organizations are becoming 
actively involved in this programme, 
which recognizes the key role to be 
played in this endeavour by sustain-
able fuels, and we expect many more 
States and organizations to join in 
the coming months. Ongoing efforts 
have paid off rich dividends where 
new generation aircraft are  70% 
quieter and 80% more fuel-efficient 
than the earlier models. Initiatives 
like Carbon Offsetting and Reduction 
Scheme for International Aviation 
(CORSIA) will complement sustain-
ability in aviation. 
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Introducing Green Technologies 
and more…

Experiments with Sustainable Aviation 
Fuel (SAF), Net Zero Pledges

The use of Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
(SAF) is at top of everyone’s mind when 
it comes to sustainability in the aviation 
sector.  This entails greening efforts and 
CO2 footprint reduction in every aspect 
of aircraft operations. 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) 
reduces CO2 emissions from the way it 
is processed. SAF makes use of renew-
able feedstocks that make it sustainable 
when compared to fossil-based fuels. 
According to Air Transport Action Group 
and IATA, choosing SAF over petroleum 
could reduce fuel life-cycle CO2 emis-
sions by up to 80%!  However, the cost 
element makes it prohibitive and would 
be somewhat affordable when large-
scale production and supply of SAF kick 
in. To give an idea, IATA research shows 
SAF production levels to be less than 
0.1% of the total global fuel supply. For 
carbon-neutral growth, the aviation sec-
tor has currently SAF as the only option, 
that too in the short to medium term. 
Sustainable production at a commercial 
scale will be possible with the availabil-
ity of feedstock in sufficient quantities.

More on Aviation sustainability
While SAF production on a commercial 

scale is the need of the hour, there are 
equally important changes in hardware 
and operational practices that bring 
forth sustainability:
• Superior and efficient aircraft designs
• Newer propulsion systems
• Green aircraft technologies
• Energy flight operations that cur-
tail aircraft energy energy-optimized 
flight operations to reduce aircraft 
energy consumption, noise, and 
emissions

• Newer greening technology like elec-
trified and hydrogen-powered aircraft
• Renewable and alternative energy 
sources
• Improved air traffic management

Importantly, to achieve 50% net 
emissions in 2050, low-carbon fuels 
are required.  Every area of aircraft 
operations and maintenance needs to 
be approached to counter the impact 
of greenhouse gas emissions, including 
newer design concepts to make future-
ready aircraft.   

Undertaking tree plantation drives by 
corporates and citizens,  and flyers en-
couraged to purchase Carbon Credits to 
offset their environmental footprint, are 
all part of a holistic approach towards 
making the air transport business a 
sustainable one. 

What’s happening in India
In India – taking the lead in energy 

transition like SAF and greening efforts 
Indian Oil Corporation. The oil market-
ing company held a special session 
at COP 27, (Sharm El-Sheik, Egypt, 
Nov.2022),  to showcase their greening 
efforts such as biofuels, and carbon-
efficient technologies and included 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel amongst oth-
ers. Importantly the company pledged a 
Net Zero achievement by 2046* in line 
with PM Modi’s Panchamrit Plan and 
Mission LiFE.

According to Chairman IndianOil 
Mr.Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, on the 
company’s goal, “As we embark on the 
net-zero journey in the right earnest, we 
already have a well-crafted blueprint 
in place. It adopts a multi-pronged ap-
proach to take us gradually towards the 
net zero …”.

Championing sustainability  
Individual airline companies in India 

and overseas have introduced measures 

to introduce sustainability in their 
operations and made considerable 
investments too. These include retrofit-
ting winglets for better aerodynamics 
and reducing skin friction drag by using 
Riblet coating technology and Natural 
Laminar Flow Wing Technology.

Airlines like American Airlines, Alas-
ka Airlines, and JetBlue Airways have 
committed to using fuel produced 
from waste and excess raw materi-
als to operate their flights partially. 
In 2011, Alaska Airlines operated 75 
flights powered by a 20% biofuel (ATJ 
biofuel) blend derived from corn and 
forest residue feedstock. This was a 
first.

KLM and Neste have partnered for 
75,000 tonnes of SAF effective 2022. 
Through a corporate biofuel pro-
gramme, the airline has gone ahead 
with tie-ups with businesses where a 
percentage of company travel is under-
taken using biofuel.

KLM is still the only European airline 
to use biofuel on intercontinental 
routes with daily flights between 
Amsterdam and Los Angeles. Although, 
Finnair did trial a biofuel blend on its 
Helsinki to San Francisco route on a 
couple of occasions last year.

SAS, in order to overcome the cost ele-
ment of using aircraft powered by SAF 
has sent out appeals to Scandinavian air 
travellers by allowing airline customers 
to pay extra for bio-fueled flights, at 
the time of booking tickets or anytime 
before departure. This creates a feel-
good factor where travellers know that 
they are doing their bit to reduce their 
carbon footprint.

Since 2019, both United Airlines and 
Delta commenced trial runs with SAF. 
United operated their “Flight for the 
Planet” from Chicago to Los Angeles, 
using 70% regular jet fuel and 30% 
SAF. Both carriers committed mil-
lions of dollars in investment toward 
pushing SAF research, production and 
purchasing. United Airlines announced 
a new joint venture partnership to 
produce SAF to power 50,000 flights 
between Chicago and Denver per year 
by 2028. 

In the Middle East region, Emirates ran 
successful test flights with their Boeing 
777 aircraft, powered by Sustainable 
Jet Fuel.

FEATURE

Image Courtesy : Boeing
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The sustainable fuel blend used on the 
Emirates trial flight came from hydro-
processed esters, fatty acids, synthetic 
paraffinic kerosene, and hydro-deoxy-
genated synthetic aromatic kerosene, 
produced by two partners. However, the 
aircraft’s second engine was fuelled 
with conventional aviation fuel as a 
safety measure.

Virgin Atlantic is planning a Boeing 
787 demonstration flight this year, 
from London’s Heathrow airport to 
JFK airport in New York, making this 
the world’s first net-zero transatlan-
tic flight using SAF. Safety regula-
tions permit up to 50% SAF and fuel 
will be blended with kerosene, where 
30% of the flight’s emissions will 
be offset by investing in a carbon 
removal technology.

Ongoing experiments by leading 
companies include sustainability initia-
tives such as Battery Power or Hydro-
gen Fuel which are being developed, 

and for the moment, work-in-progress. 
Another such breakthrough technolo-
gies are Open Fan Architecture, which 
is a revolutionary way of design-
ing aero engines. A departure from 
conventional-encased airplane engine 
blades, this new engine design will 
result in increasing fuel efficiency 
and lowering flight emissions. Com-
panies like GE Aviation and Safran 
have launched a programme to reduce 
single-aisle aircraft emissions by 20% 
compared to what the current engines 
are capable of.

New propulsion systems like Hybrid 
Electric Propulsion are also being 
incorporated into a radically new type 
of power unit for aircraft. The University 
of Stuttgart and leading aerospace and 
aviation companies have joined hands 
on the Sustainable Water-Injecting 
Turbofan Comprising Hybrid-Electrics 
(SWITCH) project.

While there is much research and 
development in progress by the best-
in-class industry stalwarts, scaling up 
production to be affordable for con-
sumers and viable for those businesses 
is key.

Reference Credit: 
Honeywell Aerospace
ICAO
GE Reports
Emirates
WEFORUM.ORG
USATODAY.COM
AP
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SUSTAINABLE AVIATION

IndianOil begins production and supply of AVGAS 100 
LL fuel in India
The IndianOil AVGAS 100 LL, special aviation fuel will power the piston engine aircraft and Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles launched recently and will save precious foreign exchange.

Indian Oil, a Government of India pub-
lic sector undertaking, has announced 

that the company has commenced the 
production and supply of the indig-
enous AVGAS 100 LL aviation fuel. 
AVGAS 100 LL, special aviation fuel will 
power the piston engine aircraft and 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles launched re-
cently. India will save precious foreign 
exchange with the launch of indigenous 
AVGAS 100 LL aviation fuel.

IndianOil with this latest milestone 
has become the first Oil Marketing 
Company to produce and market AVGAS 
100 LL in India. This initiative is seen as 
a new step towards the Indian Gov-
ernment’s initiative of “Atmanirbhar 
Bharat” or self-dependent India.

“We are undergoing a remarkable 
transformation which is almost revolu-
tionary. We are reducing dependence 

on imported fuels by promoting biofuel 
blending, green hydrogen and introduc-
tion of electric vehicles”, said Hardeep 
Singh Puri, Minister of Petroleum, Gov-
ernment of India.

Hardeep Singh Puri in the presence of 
General (Dr.) V. K. Singh (Retd.) Minis-
ter of State for Civil Aviation and Road 
Transport and Highways, launched 
AVGAS 100 LL, special aviation fuel 
meant for piston engine aircraft and 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. Currently, 
India is importing this product from 
European countries. The launch event 
hosted by Indian Oil at Hindan Airforce 
Station witnessed participation by se-
nior officials from Indian Airforce, senior 
officials from MoPNG and MoCA and 
officials from Flying Training Organiza-
tions (FTOs).

Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, Chairman, 

Indian Oil said, “Indian Oil is proud to 
introduce this specialised fuel by lever-
aging our refining strength and in-house 
expertise. In fact, the indigenous fuel 
is superior compared to the imported 
grades. AV Gas market is expected to 
grow from the current $ 1.92 billion to 
$ 2.71 billion by 2029. We plan to set 
up a new facility soon to target export 
opportunities, besides catering to the 
domestic demand. I am confident that 
the superior quality we offer, combined 
with competitive pricing, will give us 
a significant edge in the global market 
and open a new chapter in India’s jour-
ney of self-reliance.”

Speaking about the launch of 
indigenous AVGAS 100 LL, Gen. (Dr.) 
V.K. Singh (Retd.) Minister of State 
for Civil Aviation, and Road Transport 
and Highways said that the Ministry 
of Petroleum & Natural Gas under the 
leadership of Shri Hardeep Puri has 
put efforts into the launch of indig-
enous AVGAS 100 LL which we were 
importing before. Under the Indian 
Prime Minister’s Atmanirbhar Bharat 
vision, IOCL has come up with AVGas 
100 fuel which was imported so far at 
a huge cost. It will ensure that all our 
flight schools and all other smaller 
aircraft that use AVGas 100 LL are 
able to buy this from indigenous 
sources and save money. It will make 
a huge difference to us in terms of 
exporting it to areas and countries 
which need AVGas 100 LL fuel, he 
added.

At present AVGAS 100 LL is a com-
pletely imported product. The domestic 
production of AVGAS 100 LL produced 
by Indian Oil at its Gujarat Refinery will 
make flying training more affordable 
in India. This product, which fuels the 
aircraft operated by FTOs and Defense 
forces, has been imported for decades 
by India. Indian Oil’s R&D, Refineries 
and Marketing teams have achieved 
this feat of indigenous production and 
have offered a price advantage to the 
industry.
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SUSTAINABLE AVIATION

Honeywell commences work on aircraft 
hydrogen fuel cells
A megawatt-class fuel cell propulsion system powered by hydrogen will be developed as part of Project 
NEWBORN through multidisciplinary cooperation between 18 partners from 10 different European nations.

A group led by Honeywell recently 
convened to introduce the European 

Clean Aviation project, which aims to 
create a new generation of hydrogen 
fuel cells for the aviation sector. A 
megawatt-class fuel cell propulsion 
system powered by hydrogen will be 
developed as part of Project NEWBORN 
through multidisciplinary cooperation 
between 18 partners from 10 different 
European nations.

“Achieving aviation’s transformation 
to climate-neutral requires a compre-
hensive arsenal of disruptive solutions 
that will bring momentous gains in 
aircraft energy efficiency coupled with 
low- or zero-carbon energy sources,” 
said Axel Krein, executive director, 
Clean Aviation. “With the launch of 
NEWBORN we can kick-start the neces-
sary work to drive a step-change in air-
craft performance and deliver EU Green 
Deal ambitions for net-zero flight,”he 
further added.

As the aerospace industry works to 
reduce carbon emissions, green hydro-
gen, also known as hydrogen produced 
by splitting water into hydrogen and 

oxygen using renewable electricity, is 
a very clean power source that can be 
used to power future aircraft. Future, 
sustainable aviation beyond a mega-
watt will be born thanks to NEWBORN’s 
megawatt-class fuel cell propulsion 
system. Pipistrel Vertical Solutions, an 
innovative general aviation manufac-
turer with a Slovene base, will integrate 
and test the final demonstrator.

“Our priority is creating realistic 
solutions to make flying sustainable. 
NEWBORN is pushing the boundaries of 
current hydrogen fuel cell research by 
establishing a hydrogen hybrid pow-
ertrain that employs Pipistrel’s batteries 
with liquid hydrogen-powered fuel cells 
at megawatt levels,” said Tine Tomažič, 
chief technology officer, Pipistrel Vertical 
Solutions. “It’s an honor to be working 
alongside our industry partners on a 
project that opens up truly exciting pos-
sibilities,” he further added.

At the Honeywell Technology Solu-
tions research and development facility 
in Brno, Czech Republic, as well as at 
other Honeywell and project-partner 
locations throughout Europe, work will 

be done on NEWBORN.
“Honeywell is dedicated to helping 

our customers achieve environmental 
targets through technologies that make 
our world more sustainable and better 
connected,” said Kurt Shewfelt, senior 
director, Breakthrough Technology Ini-
tiatives, Honeywell Aerospace. “We are 
proud to work with our project partners 
on innovative, new technology that will 
help integrate hydrogen propulsion on 
commercial aircraft and contribute to a 
more sustainable future for aviation,” 
he further added.  

In response to its first Call for Propos-
als for disruptive technology research 
to power the climate-neutral aircraft 
of the future, the Clean Aviation Joint 
Undertaking, the European Union’s 
research and innovation programme 
for transforming aviation toward a 
sustainable and climate-neutral future, 
will fund €700 million over 20 chosen 
ground-breaking sustainability projects. 
The first Call for Proposals’ top-ranked 
project, Project NEWBORN, also re-
ceived the highest rating from the 
selection committee.
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TRAINING

SG Aero purchases an ALSIM AL250 simulator
The AL250 simulator, which is a re-configurable SEP/MEP simulator certified as an EASA FNPT II and TC 
Level 2 IPC, meets the needs of initial phase training (PPL, CPL, IR/ME). 

ALSIM designs specific simulators 
which are the exact replicas of actual 

aircraft, announces that SG Aéro based 
at the Troyes LFQB airfield, France, has 
bought an ALSIM AL250 simulator. The 
AL250 simulator, which is a re-configu-
rable SEP/MEP simulator certified as an 
EASA FNPT II and TC Level 2 IPC, meets 
the needs of initial phase training (PPL, 
CPL, IR/ME). Additionally, with just a flick 
of a switch, it provides both traditional 
and glass cockpits for every flight model. 
Since its inception, this device has been 
extremely well received, and more than 
80 of them have already been installed 
and are currently being used success-
fully around the world.

“SG Aero wants to be a human scale 
school to remain the closest pos-
sible to the needs of its trainees. The 
choice of an ALSIM simulator was 

dictated by the quality of conception 
and design, and the assistance the 
operator gets throughout the life of 
the simulator. I have been an ALSIM 
simulator user for many years and I 
did my IR/ME training on one of the 
very first AL100s which only had a 
TV screen as a display system. ALSIM 
is a great company that listens to its 
customers. The AL250 is the best com-
promise for starting an ATO because it 
is a versatile and compact simulator,” 
said Stéphane Guelin, President, and 
Education Manager, SG Aero.

The Aeropyrénées school has now 
given its ATO approval to SG Aero. It has 
two aircraft on-site, and you can rent 
additional ones based on your training 
needs. The president and education 
manager of SG Aero, Stéphane Guélin, 
spent two years working at ALSIM and 

took part in the establishment and 
growth of the Cholet school.

“We are very pleased to count SG Aero 
among our customers. Stéphane with 
several years of experience in the avia-
tion world is passionate, and hardwork-
ing and has always been an advocate 
of the use of ALSIM flight simulators as 
an essential tool in the flight training 
process,” said Audrey Jeffroy, ALSIM’s 
Sales Director.

ALSIM has been developing and manu-
facturing FAA & EASA certified FNPTII, 
FNPTII MCC & AATD flight simulators 
since 1994. The company’s latest de-
vice, the Airliner, was launched in April 
2018 and is the right tool for medium to 
large ATOs. Based on the hybrid Airbus 
A320/Boeing B737 philosophy, it will 
offer maximum versatility to adapt 
flight training schools’ training.
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With the Falcon 
milestone achieved 
ExecuJet sets 
focus on 
crafting 
aviation 
excellence 
in South 
Asia region
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ExecuJet MRO Services provides an array of world class and reliable maintenance support from 15 global 
locations across the globe. The company efficiently supports and is authorized across various regions 
by multiple aircraft, engine and avionics manufacturers meeting their stringent ongoing certification 
requirements. Specializing in Airframe, Avionics and Engine maintenance, ExecuJet MRO Services techni-
cal experts are trained and certified on a wide range of aircraft, including Bombardier, Dassault, Cessna, 
Embraer, Gulfstream, Hawker and various others. 
All maintenance operations performed within the global ExecuJet MRO Services network comply with the 
world’s most stringent regulatory requirements. ExecuJet MRO Services’ consistent commitment to uncom-
promising service excellence and quality workmanship ensures efficient, reliable and safe operation of all 
ExecuJet MRO Services aircraft. MRO Business Today in an Exclusive conversation with Ivan Lim, Regional 
Vice President Asia for ExecuJet MRO Services where he talks about the recent milestone achieved by the 
company and their future plans to enhance the company’s footprint in the South Asia region and much 
more. Read On………...

Q- Being a member of the Dassault 
MRO Network Execujet MRO Services 
has seen enormous potential for the 
“Dassault Falcon 2000 super mid-size 
aircraft in the Asian markets”, especial-
ly South-East Asia. What further role 
does Execujet MRO see itself playing in 
this region for the Dassault jets?
A - ExecuJet MRO Services Asia is princi-
pally an MRO company with the primary 
purpose of providing aircraft mainte-
nance support to all Dassault clients and 
operators in Asia as well as to Dassault 
operators from other regions that are fly-
ing their aircraft into Asia. We envisage 
to be a one-stop shop to assist clients 
and operators in all their maintenance 
and technical requirements encompass-
ing line, base maintenance, aircraft pre-
purchase inspections, CAMO services, 
cabin interior refurbishments and avion-
ics upgrades or modifications. Our job is 
to service Falcons for our clients based 
in the region as well as for Falcon clients 
from other regions that fly into Asia. We 
support all the latest models including 
the Falcon 7X, Falcon 8X, Falcon 2000 
series and the Falcon 900 series. 

Q - Can you explain our readers about 
the Collins Aerospace Corporate 
Aircraft Service Program (CASP) and 
how ExecuJet MRO assures maximum 
aircraft dispatch ability while eliminat-
ing financial risk?
A - CASP, which is provided by Collins 
Aerospace, is a price-per-flight-hour 
based maintenance program for Collins 
Aerospace avionics and cabin equipped 
aircraft. This allows aircraft operators 
to minimize financial disruptions due to 

unforeseen or unplanned maintenance 
events, by allowing an annual upfront 
payment which can then be budgeted 
for. Just to illustrate, the CASP program 
comes with unlimited part exchanges 
all for that one annual fee which have 
been paid for. ExecuJet MRO Services 
Asia, as an authorized dealer for Collins 
Aerospace, interfaces with operators for 
the subscription of this maintenance 
program and providing end-to-end 
service in terms of parts procurement 
and installation. 

Q - ExecuJet MRO Services Malaysia 
completed a 2C heavy maintenance 
check on a Dassault Falcon 2000 at its 
facility in Subang Airport. Will we see 
more of these collaborations in the 
region for the Falcon series?
A - Certainly. ExecuJet MRO Services 
Asia is currently expanding its capacity 
with the construction of a brand-new 
MRO facility at Subang Airport, Kuala 
Lumpur Malaysia slated for completion 
by 2023’s fourth quarter. Significant in-
vestments have been made into Falcon 
tooling and engineers’ training for the 
last couple of years plus the availability 
of skilled Falcon-experienced engi-

neers makes us particularly attractive 
to Falcon operators in Asia. The strong 
technical support provided within the 
Dassault MRO Network is one of the 
key ingredients in making this facility 
an option for our Asian clients to have 
heavy base checks accomplished.  

Q - Execujet offers 24 hour Aircraft-On-
Ground (AOG) support for the aircraft 
managed by the company, what chal-
lenges are faced considering the fac-
tors such as location and aircraft type 
when executing services?
A - ExecuJet MRO Services Asia does not 
manage any aircraft because we are an 
MRO company owned by Dassault Avia-
tion. ExecuJet MRO Services Asia offers 
the same 24-hour AOG support to all 
customers and operators in the region. 
There are multitude of factors that 
could turn a standard AOG event into a 
prolonged matter such as: parts ship-
ping, location and the country’s regula-
tions such as visa turnaround time and 
airport restrictions. Having been operat-
ing in this region many years, ExecuJet 
MRO Services Asia is able to manage 
these requirements to ensure aircraft 
are airborne as fast as possible. 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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AFI KLM E&M to provide adaptive 
component support for Nile Air A320 fleet

Bell Textron signs a purchase agreement 
with Global Medical Response

The solutions package designed by AFI KLM E&M for Nile Air will cover an extensive range of components, 
including accessories and LRUs for CFM56-5B and IAE V2500 engines.

Global Medical Response signs a contract for the purchase of three more Bell 407GXi 
helicopter air ambulances.

AFI KLM E&M has announced that the 
company has secured a dedicated 

Component Support agreement for 
the fleet of 6 Airbus A320-200 air-
craft belonging to Nile Air, the largest 
private airline in Egypt. The solutions 
package designed by AFI KLM E&M for 
Nile Air will cover an extensive range 
of components, including various key 
models such as accessories and LRUs 
for CFM56-5B and IAE V2500 engines. 
The young Egyptian airline has enlisted 
AFI KLM E&M’s expertise to boost the 
performance and availability of its 
A320-200 aircraft.

“The proximity and positive relations 
between our two groups. During our 
previous co-operations, the AFI KLM 
E&M teams have proven their ability to 
design and implement high-performance 
solutions adapted to our precise needs. 
There’s no doubt that their A320 compo-
nent support will bring tangible added 
value to our operations, helping to 
ensure optimal availability for our fleet,” 
said Mohamed Nagy, CEO, Nile Air.

AFI KLM E&M has a long and proud 
history with the Airbus A320 jet, having 
developed extensive expertise in every 
aspect of this aircraft, notably in the 

field of component maintenance and 
repair. Given its Airline-MRO profile, 
the company can capitalize on its dual 
technical and operational knowledge of 
the product to refine support services 
that align perfectly with the specific 
challenges and expectations of opera-
tors, in particular the need for optimal 
component availability.

“We’re very proud that Nile Air is call-
ing in our services once again, and are 
fully committed to providing top-flight 
support to help sustain the develop-
ment of this young and dynamic airline. 
Nile Air’s choice is all the more gratify-
ing because it illustrates our teams’ 
ability to build quality relationships, 
on a foundation of confidence and at-
tentiveness over the long term,” Géry 
Mortreux, EVP, Air France Industries.

As such, in addition to repairs, the ser-
vices provided to Nile Air will include 
access to a spare parts pool and the 
availability of a Main Base Kit (MBK) 
within local reach of the customer’s 
facilities. Throughout its previous 
collaborations with Nile Air in Compo-
nent/ Engine/ APU support, AFI KLM 
E&M has demonstrated the superior 
levels of quality and reliability offered 
by its services, to the customer’s great 
satisfaction.

Bell Textron Inc., a subsidiary of 
Textron Inc., announced that a 

purchase agreement had been signed 
for three additional Bell 407GXi 
aircraft to be delivered to Global 
Medical Response (GMR) by the end of 
2023. The three Bell 407GX is will be 
added to GMR’s limited-edition 220 
Bell helicopter fleet, which is used for 

emergency medical operations across 
North America.

“As one of the largest air medical 
service operators in the world, we 
are honored that GMR has chosen to 
add the Bell 407GXi to its emergency 
services fleet,” said Lane Evans, direc-
tor, North American Sales. “Bell is 
fully committed to GMR’s mission, and 

we are proud to continue supporting 
them with these versatile aircraft,” he 
further added.

GMR, which serves more than 4,000 
communities and has 39,000 employ-
ees, is the biggest medical transport 
business in the world. GMR plays a 
crucial part in offering secure transpor-
tation to communities as a partner   
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 with significant emergency medical 
organisations like American Medical 
Response, Rural Metro Fire, Air Evac Life-
team, REACH Air Medical Services, Med-
Trans Corporation, AirMed International, 
and Guardian Flight. GMR transported 

more than 125,000 patients in 2021 for 
treatment that saved their lives.

“As we grow our fleet to better serve 
our communities, these Bell 407GXi 
aircraft will better enable our emer-
gency medical responders to reach 

those who need care at a moment’s 
notice,” said Ted Van Horne, Chief 
Operating Officer of Global Medical 
Response. “Our fleet of Bell aircraft are 
essential to our crews of flight nurses, 
pilots, paramedics and the emergency 
support we provide. We appreciate the 
partnership we have with Bell and their 
support in our life-saving emergency 
missions,” he further added.

With nearly 500 HAA-configured 
aircraft flying every day and logging 
more than 1 million flight hours, Bell 
demonstrates its unmatched support 
for the air medical services sector. With 
its advanced avionics and communica-
tion systems, including its Garmin’s 
G1000H NXi Integrated Flight Deck with 
high-definition imagery and faster pro-
cessors, the Bell 407GXi offers crucial 
capabilities when transferring patients. 
Increased brightness and clarity, quicker 
startup and map rendering, and connec-
tivity to tablets and smartphones are all 
features of the advanced displays.

INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
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Kellstrom Aerospace secures aerospace filtration 
products distribution contract from Global Filtration

Kuehne+Nagel and Apex Logistics 
receive the last Boeing 747-8 
freighter as part of the charter 
agreement with Atlas Air

Kellstorm Aerospace will be the distributor for Global Filtration, Inc commercial aerospace filtration prod-
ucts eligible for installation on a broad range of aircraft.

The newly delivered Boeing 747-
8 aircraft will support custom-
ers on volatile trade lanes with 
reliable service, reduced transit 
times and increased efficiencies.

Kellstrom Aerospace has announced 
that the company has been appoint-

ed as the worldwide aviation commer-
cial aftermarket distributor of Global 
Filtration, Inc. According to the newly 
signed agreement, Kellstorm Aerospace 
will be the distributor for commercial 
aerospace filtration products eligible 
for installation on a broad range of 
aircraft. Kellstrom Aerospace is a global 
commercial aftermarket OEM Distribu-
tion providing a comprehensive range 
of aircraft lifecycle solutions.

“We are delighted to announce our 
latest aftermarket distribution channel 
partnership with Global Filtration, Inc., 
and we are very excited to add their 

products to our comprehensive compli-
ment of niche savings opportunities for 
our valued global customer base con-
sisting of over 2,000 Airlines and MROs 
in ninety (90) countries,” said Daniel 
Adamski, Executive Vice President – Dis-
tribution, Kellstrom Aerospace.

This new commercial aftermarket part-
nership will allow Kellstrom Aerospace 
to provide an even greater number of 
high-quality savings solutions for air-
lines and MRO customers with Factory 
New Air Filters including HEPA Cabin Air 
Filters, Hydraulic Filters and Nitrogen 
Generating Systems (NGS) Prefilters and 
Filter Kits.

“We are very optimistic about Kell-

strom’s ability to help us expand the 
market penetration of our line of high-
quality commercial aftermarket filtration 
products, representing important sav-
ings opportunities to airlines and MROs 
on a global scale,” said Rick Caouette, 
President/CEO Global Filtration, Inc.

Global Filtration, Inc. provides com-
mercial aircraft operators with cost-
effective, high-quality, certified parts. 
Global Filtration products are FAA 
approved, meet CFR 21.303, offer the 
leading technology in product develop-
ment, and deliver hard-to-find products 
under contract. Global Filtration is com-
pliant with ISO 9000 specifications and 
approved under FAA 00-56A standards.

Apex Logistics International, a 
Kuehne+Nagel company, will put 

into operation the last Boeing 747-
8 freighter as part of the long-term 
charter agreement with Atlas Air, Inc., 
a subsidiary of Atlas Air Worldwide 
Holdings, Inc. The aircraft will support 

customers on volatile trade lanes with 
reliable service, reduced transit times 
and increased efficiencies.

“The names we chose for the last two 
iconic aircraft fit their legacy – ‘Inspire.’ 
and ‘Empower.’ We look forward to 
seeing the last 747-8F aircraft taking 

off to fulfill the versatile needs of our 
customers worldwide with unmatched 
capability,” said Yngve Ruud, Member of 
the Management Board responsible for 
Air Logistics, Kuehne+Nagel.

The final Boeing 747-8F, dubbed “Em-
power.,” which had been in production 
for 50 years, was unveiled to the public 
during a formal ceremony at the Boeing 
Everett Delivery Center in Seattle.

“In 2001, when Apex was founded, 
our guiding principle was to empower 
employees with the common goal of 
offering customers flexible and reli-
able solutions to their logistics needs,” 
said Tony Song, Group Chief Executive 
Officer Apex. “Twenty years later, as part 
of Kuehne+Nagel Group, we are proud 
to introduce ‘Empower.’, the newest and 
most exciting addition to Apex Logistics. 
This aircraft will reinforce our ability to 
provide strategic solutions and unique  
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About the Summit.
The 4th edition of the Aerospace and 

Defence MRO South-Asia Summit 2023 
to be held at the Le Meridien Hotel, New 
Delhi, India will have its main focus set 
on exploring the limitless opportunities 
in the region for the Airlines and MRO 
companies to provide state-of-the-art ser-
vices to customers from around the globe.

The 4th Aerospace & Defence MRO 
South Asia Summit 2023 will host some 
of the biggest names in the Aviation 
industry from top companies like Airbus, 
AIESL Air India and much more. The event 
will also be graced by some of the most 
prestigious and reputed people from the 
defence sector of India which included 
the Indian Army, The Indian Navy and the 
Indian Air Force. 

The event will have panel discussions, 
debates, presentations, networking, brain 
storming, sharing of knowledge and 
technology with the crème de la crème 
of the aerospace industry present under 
one roof. Meet the people who will be 
debating on the Aerospace MRO market 
forecast of South Asian markets. With 
the right co-operation and collaboration 
between all concerned parties, India can 
become the one-stop-hub for all aircraft 
maintenance and overhaul activities in 
the defence and civil aviation sector. 

An MRO requires significant financial in-
vestment and takes a long time to become 
profitable. The correct staff, frequently 
trained, and efficiently used with a strong 
focus on quality and turnaround time is 
essential to running a reputable MRO. In 
addition to certification from the local reg-
ulator, it also needs ongoing investment in 
tooling and certification from international 
OEMs like Airbus, Bell Helicopter, Boeing, 
Bombardier Aerospace, Dassault Aviation, 
Gulfstream Aerospace, Honeywell, and 
others in addition to certification from 
safety regulators like the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

MRO demand in India is anticipated to 
grow at a much faster rate than the rest 
of the world, thereby entailing attractive 
investment opportunities for domestic 
as well as foreign investors, OEMs and 

leading MROs across the world. Various 
domestic and foreign investors could also 
consider investing in the MRO sector in 
India by way of alliance and collaboration. 
To cite a few examples, the MoU between 
Air India Engineering Services Ltd. (AIESL) 
with Pratt & Whitney – to launch a joint 
engine MRO facility in Mumbai – and the 
venture between Wadia group and SIA 
Engineering Company have been key de-
velopments in the sector. Such develop-
ments make way for a competitive MRO 
sector, which promises to provide India 
a strong operational ecosystem for both 
domestic and international players.

With the vision to make India a global 
MRO hub, the Government of India has 
introduced several policies and regula-
tions to bring India’s MRO sector at par 
with the global markets. The government 
has taken several steps to encourage 
companies to set up MROs in India, in-
cluding lowering the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) on domestic MRO services from 
18% to 5% with full Input Tax Credit 
from 1st April 2020, treating transac-
tions sub-contracted by foreign OEMs 
and MRO companies to domestic MROs 
as exports with zero-rated GST, waiving 
custom duty on tools, toolkits and spares 
imported by MROs, and permitting 100% 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) through 
the automatic route, among others. To 
attract more investments, the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation announced a new MRO 
Policy in 2021 which includes key reform 
measures such as land leasing through 
open tenders and the abolition of the 
AAI’s royalty. Additionally, instead of the 
existing short-term period of 3-5 years, 
land allotment for establishment of MRO 
facilities is expected to be for 30 years.

4th

28 February to 01 March 2023
H o t e l ,  N e w  D e l h i ,  I n d i a

4th

An Overview

MRO South Asia 2023- An Overview

MRO market in India

India has established itself 
as the 3rd largest civil aviation 
market in the world, and looks 
to unlock its true potential as 
an aviation products manufac-
turer and aftermarket provider. 
Gaining the right impetus and 
traction, the Indian MRO in-
dustry has made giant strides 
to bag the 48th position in the 
global aviation safety rank-
ing by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO). 
This has been made possible 
due to the ever-growing MRO 
capabilities and activities in 
the country. With proper laws 
and regulations in place, and 
realistic taxation policies, 
India by the end of this decade 
has the chance of becoming 
a $5 billion dollar exporter 
of Civil and Defence aviation 
services.

The Hon Finance Minister of 
India in her budget speech for 
2022-23, has made categorical 
statements and allocations for 
MRO, Leasing and making In-
dia into a world class aviation 
hub. The Hon Aviation Minister 
in his public speeches has 
time and again emphasized 
on aviation safety, and similar 
business-friendly statements 
as has been highlight the by 
the Finance Minister, specific 
to this industry. 
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Boeing delivers last B-747 jet to Atlas Air as the 
company stops production of the “queen of the skies”
Boeing and Atlas Air Worldwide joined thousands of people including current and former employees as 
well as customers and suppliers to celebrate the delivery of the final 747 to Atlas.

Boeing has announced the delivery 
of a final B-747 aircraft to Atlas Air, 

a major American cargo airline. Boeing 
and Atlas Air Worldwide joined thou-
sands of people including current and 
former employees as well as customers 
and suppliers to celebrate the delivery 
of the final 747 to Atlas. This brings 
close to more than a half-century of 
production.

Boeing employees who designed 
and built the first 747, known as the 
“Incredibles,” returned to be honored 
at the Everett factory where the journey 
of the 747 began in 1967. The factory 
produced 1,574 airplanes over the life 
of the program.

“This monumental day is a testament 
to the generations of Boeing employees 
who brought to life the airplane that 

‘shrank the world,’ 
and revolutionized 
travel and air cargo 
as the first wide-
body,” said Stan 
Deal, president and 
chief executive 
officer of Boeing 
Commercial Air-
planes. “It is fitting 
to deliver this final 

747-8 Freighter to 
the largest operator of the 747, Atlas 
Air, where the ‘Queen’ will continue to 
inspire and empower innovation in air 
cargo,” he further added.

As the first twin-aisle airplane and 
“jumbo jet,” the “Queen of the Skies” 
enabled airlines to connect people 
across vast distances and provide non-
stop trans-oceanic flights. The aircraft’s 
development solidified Boeing’s role 
as an industry leader in commercial 
aviation. The airplane’s core design with 
its distinctive hump and seating on the 
upper deck has delighted generations 
of passengers and operators alike.

Boeing continued to improve on the 
original design with models like the 747-
400 in 1988 and the final 747-8 model 
that was launched in 2005; across all the 

models, the jet has delivered unmatched 
operating economics and efficiency to 
travel and air cargo markets.

“We are honored to continue our long 
history of flying this iconic aircraft for 
our customers around the world,” said 
John Dietrich, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Atlas Air Worldwide. “Atlas 
Air was founded over 30 years ago with 
a single 747-200 converted freighter, 
and since then, we have spanned the 
globe operating nearly every fleet type 
of the 747, including the Dreamlifter, 
Boeing’s 747 Large Cargo Freighter, for 
the transport of 787 Dreamliner parts. 
We are grateful to Boeing for their 
shared commitment to safety, qual-
ity, innovation and the environment, 
and for their partnership to ensure the 
continued success of the 747 program 
as we operate the aircraft for decades 
to come,” he further added.

As a leading global aerospace compa-
ny, Boeing develops, manufactures and 
services commercial airplanes, defense 
products and space systems for custom-
ers in more than 150 countries. As a top 
U.S. exporter, the company leverages 
the talents of a global supplier base to 
advance economic opportunity, sustain-
ability and community impact.

 alternatives with passion. Together 
with our Apex Logistics colleagues, we 
are delighted to celebrate this special 
occasion with Kuehne+Nagel, Atlas Air 
and Boeing,”  he further added.
With its distinctive nose-loading 
capability, payload capacity, and fuel 
efficiency, the “Queen of the Skies” 
helped launch the global air logis-
tics industry. The event marks the 
end of her reign. After the inaugural 
Kuehne+Nagel aircraft, “Inspire,” “Em-
power” will fly on Transpacific routes, 
enhancing the intra-Asian network’s 
connectivity.

“We are pleased to operate this 
aircraft on behalf of Apex Logistics, a 

Kuehne+Nagel company. This is the 
second 747-8F delivery as part of our 
long-term strategic partnership with 
Kuehne+Nagel, which is reflective of 
our commitment to provide additional 
capacity for expanding their air cargo 
network,” said John Dietrich, President 
and Chief Executive Officer, Atlas Air 
Worldwide. “As the world’s largest oper-
ator of 747 freighters, Atlas is especial-
ly proud to take the last 747 ever to be 
built. We are grateful to Boeing for their 
shared commitment to safety, quality, 
innovation and the environment, and 
for their partnership to ensure the con-
tinued success of the 747 programme 
as we operate the aircraft for decades 

to come,” he further added.
“This monumental day is a testament 

to the generations of Boeing employees 
who brought to life the airplane that 
shrank the world and revolutionized 
travel and air cargo as the first true 
widebody,” said Stan Deal, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes.

The Boeing 747 is a large, long-range, 
wide-body airliner designed and 
manufactured by Boeing Commercial 
Airplanes in the United States. Often 
referred to by the nickname ‘Jumbo Jet’, 
it is among the world’s most recogniz-
able aircraft and the first widebody ever 
produced.
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MRO Insider boosts U.S. 
network with 30 new 
AOG Locations
The latest addition of AOG on the MRO Insider 
platform takes the platform’s total number of 
business aviation service providers to over 450, 
all linked within the app.

MRO Insider, a tech-based company with a network 
of service providers across many business aviation 

sectors has announced the addition of 30 AOG provider 
locations in the United States during January 2023. The 
latest addition of AOG on the MRO Insider platform takes the 
platform’s total number of business aviation service provid-
ers to over 450, all linked within the app.

Andy Nixon, President, MRO Insider said, “2023 has kicked 
off with an influx of providers and flight departments join-
ing our network, it feels amazing for our team to watch the 
vision we set out to achieve coming to fruition.An ETA and 
hourly rate, along with sending messages and documents 
back and forth to complete the job. “With response times 
below 10 minutes from AOG ping to quote, the app allows 
a flight department to get a solid plan together without 
waiting for a callback which not only saves time but, in many 
cases, the expenses associated with supplemental lift, which 
can cripple a bottom line”.

AOG providers are notified through e-mail and push noti-
fications when an aircraft needs support. They quickly re-
spond directly back to the flight department with an ETA and 
hourly rate, along with sending messages and documents 
back and forth to complete the job. Flight departments pay 
a yearly, per-tail fee to have access to the platform. Service 
providers pay a flat, monthly fee based on the number of 
locations, with no additional fees or expenses for winning 
jobs.

The 35th IGHC returns with new 
topics focusing on the future ground 
handling demands for increasing 
levels of advanced technologies 
and innovative solutions.

Join us now from 16-18 May  
in Abu Dhabi!

COUNTDOWN TO  
THE IGHC IS ON

For more details please contact: 
iataighc@gl-events.com

Abu Dhabi, UAE 
16-18 May 2023

REGISTER NOW ON IATA.ORG/EVENTS

EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY. IT’S 
OVERDUE AND THE TIME IS NOW
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The Swedish Armed Forces are investing in a 
significant renovation and new construction of the 

engine test facility at GKN Aerospace in Trollhättan 
to ensure the development and maintenance of the 
RM12 and RM16 fighter engines for the JAS 39 Gripen.

Currently, GKN Aerospace builds the same capabil-
ity for the RM16 engine in addition to developing and 
maintaining the RM12 engine. The Trollhättan engine 
testing facility is exceptional because it can simulate 
the conditions that an engine encounters while travel-
ling at supersonic speeds.

The investment ensures that technical support and 
maintenance for all Gripen aero-engine versions will 
be offered in Trollhättan, Sweden, for the foreseeable 
future, further solidifying GKN Aerospace’s distinct 
position and breadth of experience in aero-engine 

support. Since the first JAS 39 Gripen aircraft entered 
service in 1997, GKN Aerospace has supported the 
RM12 aero-engines as the OEM and type certificate 
holder for the JAS 39 Gripen C/D. The Swedish Air 
Force has relied on GKN Aerospace to build, maintain, 
and develop its fighter aircraft engines since the 
1930s.

“This investment secures our ability to support the 
Armed Forces for the long term. It enhances our offer 
for both current and future aircraft engine systems 
and we are extremely proud of our role in the Gripen 
platform,” said Stefan Oscarsson, VP Government and 
Space Programs.

Around 250 of the 2000 people employed by GKN 
Aerospace in Trollhättan, Sweden, are involved in the 
design and support of military engines.

Swedish Armed Forces make a £15.5 
million investment in GKN Aerospace

The Trollhättan engine test facility of GKN Aerospace which can simulate super-
sonic flight conditions, received a £15.5M investment for extensive renovation 

and new construction.
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Embraer to demonstrate the C-390 Millennium jet at 
Aero India 2023
Embraer is showcasing the C-390 Millennium military multi-mission tactical air transport aircraft, at Aero 
India 2023 in Bangalore, India, from 13 – 17 February 2023.

Embraer, a Brazilian multinational 
aerospace manufacturer of military 

aircraft is showcasing the C-390 Millen-
nium military multi-mission tactical air 
transport aircraft, at Aero India 2023 in 
Bangalore, India, from 13 – 17 February 
2023. The C-390 Millennium’s presence 
at the show will be supported by Em-
braer’s booth (Hall B, B2.2 B) which will 
offer visitors a closer look at Embraer 
Defense & Security’s comprehensive 
portfolio and solutions. The solutions 
offered by Embraer include the A-29 
Super Tucano jet, the P600 AEW&C, and 
the radars & border surveillance solu-
tions.

Since it entered into service with the 
Brazilian Air Force (FAB) in 2019, the 
C-390 Millennium jet has proven its 
capability, reliability, and performance 
across a variety of missions. FAB’s fleet 
of five aircraft, all refueling versions, 
designated KC-390, has already accrued 
more than 7,500 flying hours, and 
recent numbers have shown a mission 
completion rate of 99% further demon-
strating high productivity in its cat-
egory. Embraer has orders for the C-390 

Millennium from Portugal & Hungary, 
both NATO member nations. The Neth-
erlands, also a NATO nation, selected 
the C-390 Millennium in 2022.

“We are proud to bring Embraer’s 
iconic C-390 Millennium to India for our 
guests to experience the true capa-
bilities of this 21st-century military 
multi-mission aircraft,” said Bosco da 
Costa Junior, President & CEO, Embraer 
Defense & Security. “India is a key 
market for Embraer, and we are keen to 
establish partnerships in the country 
that can further boost India’s defence 
industries and capabilities. We look for-
ward to engaging with India’s defense & 
aerospace ecosystem at this event,” he 
further added.

The C-390 aircraft is the most mod-
ern next-gen military tactical transport 
aircraft, and its multi-mission platform 
offers a combination of low operating 
costs and fast turnaround. The aircraft 
can carry more cargo (26 tons) com-
pared to other medium-sized military 
cargo aircraft and flies faster (470kts) 
and further on a standard crew duty 
day.

The C-390 Millennium military multi-
mission tactical air transport aircraft can 
carry out a wide range of missions using 
the same platform. The missions that 
the aircraft include Air-to-Air (in-flight) 
Refueling (AAR) for fixed & rotary wing 
aircraft, airborne operations, troop & 
cargo transportation, humanitarian 
missions, medical evacuation, firefight-
ing, and search & rescue, with rapid 
reconfiguration between the different 
configurations using conversion kits and 
state-of-the-art built-in reconfigurable 
cargo floor systems. The aircraft was 
designed to operate on semi-prepared 
or damaged runways as well as in hos-
tile environments, ranging from hot & 
humid to cold, dry conditions.

One of Embraer’s defense products 
operating in India is the Indian Air 
Force’s Netra AEW&C. Built upon the 
ERJ 145 regional jet platform, the 
fleet of three Netras is the product of 
collaboration between Embraer and 
DRDO. The aircraft took part in the Fly 
Past grand finale of India’s recent 74th 
Republic Day and is often deployed in 
key missions.  
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The industry leader in aircraft landing and braking 
systems is Safran Landing Systems. The company 
supports 27,000 aircraft and has partnerships with 
20 airframers for civil, regional, commercial, and 
military transport.

Safran Landing Systems 
names Jean-Michel 
Hillion as executive vice 
president of the Wheels 
& Brakes Division

Jean-Michel Hillion will serve as Executive Vice-President of 
Safran Landing Systems’ Wheels & Brakes Division as of Febru-

ary 1, 2023. The Electronics Division of Snecma (today Safran Aircraft 
Engines), where Jean-Michel Hillion began his career, had Elecma as 
its head of production in 1988. When the A320 went into service, 
he then founded the FADEC repair facility for commercial aircraft. 
Jean-Michel Hillion was in charge of Business Development 
when Snecma Control Systems was founded in 1998. 

Jean-Michel Hillion joined Messier-Bugatti ( today 
Safran Landing Systems)  in 2001 as the 
division’s programmes director for 
hydraulics, brake control, and monitor-
ing. He was appointed Director of the 
Systems Division in 2005. He joined 
Sagem Défense et Sécurité (today 
Safran Electronics & Defense) in 
2008 and helped establish and run 
the Safran Electronics Division. He 
was named the Group’s Vice-Presi-
dent, of Boeing Programs, in 2013, 
and the Groupe Vice-President, 
of Engineering, in 2020, both of 
which were based in Seattle.

Jean-Michel has been the group 
vice president of strategy and 
climate since January 2021. In 
addition to having an MBA from 
IAE in Paris, Jean-Michel Hillion, 
60, graduated from the Ecole 
Supérieure d’Electronique 
Ouest electronics engineering 
school in 1986. (1991).
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BOC Aviation has announced the appointment of Tom Chandler to the position of  
Deputy Chief Operating Officer of the company. Tom Chandler will serve in this 

newly created position as the company’s global head of legal, transaction manage-
ment, technical, and procurement, and he will be under David Walton’s direction as the 
company’s Deputy Managing Director and Chief Operating Officer.

“We are delighted to announce Tom’s appointment as Deputy Chief Operating Offi-
cer and look forward to leveraging his experience and capabilities,” said Robert Martin, 
Managing Director, and Chief Executive Officer, BOC Aviation. “Our ability to attract such 
top-rate external talent confirms BOC Aviation as an employer of choice within the 
aviation sector,” he further added.

Tom joins from TUI Group, where he was the Managing Director, Fleet, 
and Asset Management, and he has more than 25 years of experience 
in the legal, banking, and aviation sectors. He has completed numerous 
high-value aircraft transactions while working with diverse international 
teams in the areas of leasing, financing, and trading.

Thomas Chandler will serve in this newly created position as the company’s 
global head of legal, transaction management, technical, and procurement.

BOC Aviation delegates Thomas Chandler as new 
Deputy Chief Operating Officer

Joramco, the Amman-based aircraft maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) facil-
ity and engineering arm of Dubai Aerospace Enterprise (DAE), has announced the 

appointment of Lambros Stasi as the company’s new Vice President of Operations. 
Lambros Stasi has gained over 30 years of experience in all aspects of the aviation 
maintenance field in both wide and narrow-body airframes from a wide range of 
operations.

In addition to his extensive work as a maintenance professional, Lambros has 
earned multiple national licenses from the United Kingdom, Hong Kong, Bahrain, and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with endorsements on all variants of the Boeing B747 and 
B777 aircraft and the Airbus A320, A330, and A340 aircraft.

Fraser Currie Chief Executive Officer, Jaramco said, “Mr. Stasi brings valuable 
experience to Joramco from his various Senior Management positions from a 
broad scope of airline organisations. His appointment is a part of Jo-
ramco’s commitment to providing customers with highly skilled team 
members that are capable of delivering aircraft in pristine conditions”.

Strategically located at a free zone area in Queen Alia International 
Airport in Amman-Jordan, Joramco’s facility includes five hang-
ers that can accommodate up to 17 aircraft. Joramco is a certified 
facility by many international regulatory authorities including the 
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), and the Jordanian Civil Aviation Regulatory 
Commission (JCARC).

Lambros Stasi has earned multiple national licenses around the globe 
with endorsements on all variants of the Boeing B747 and B777 aircraft 
and the Airbus A320, A330, and A340 aircraft.

Joramco names Lambros Stasi as new Vice 
President of Operations



www.mrobusinesstoday.com26 Feb 15, 2023

For Editorial  : editorial@mrobusinesstoday.com
For Advertisement : advt@mrobusinesstoday.com
Contact Us  : info@mrobusinesstoday.com

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
C

A
LE

N
D

A
R

  2
02

3
Date Event Venue

22-23 Feb 2023 MRO LATIN AMERICA Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

28 Feb to 01 
March 2023 Aviation Festival Singapore

28 Feb to 01 
March 2023 MRO SouthAsia 2023 New Delhi, India

01-02 March 
2023 MRO MIDDLE EAST Dubai, UAE

01-03 March 
2023 IASEA 2023 Marina Bay Sands, 

Singapore
18-20 April 

2023 MRO AMERICAS Atlanta, GA, USA

03-05 May 
2023

Rotorcraft Asia and Unmanned 
Systems Asia 2023 Singapore

16-18 May 
2023 IATA Ground Handling Conference Abu Dhabi

17-18 May 
2023 MRO AUSTRALASIA Brisbane, Australia

07-08 June 
2023 ELTF EUROPE London, UK

13-14 Sept 
2023 AERO-ENGINES EUROPE Madrid, Spain

26-27 Sept 
2023 Helitech Expo London

26-28 Sept 
2023 World Aviation Festival Portugal

26-28 Sept 
2023 MRO ASIA-PACIFIC Singapore

22 - 24 Nov 
2023 Air Expo India Indira Gandhi Intl 

Airport-New Delhi

2023


