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Will CAMO agreements save the 
day for lessors post COVID-19?

Magnetic MRO and BOC Avia-
tion have signed a Continuing 

Airworthiness Management contract 
for re-positioning and maintenance 
of asset airworthiness post corona-
virus pandemic. The contract also 
includes planning of ferry flight, de-
registration & registration of aircraft, 
issuance of work packs and provid-
ing maintenance services during the 
period when aircraft is positioned 
in Tallinn Airport. After the agree-
ment the BOC has delivered B737NG 
aircraft to Magnetic MRO hangars.

“We are very pleased with the start 
of the cooperation with BOC Aviation 
and appreciate that the communi-
cation has been very efficient and 
productive. Both parties understand 

the scope of work that is required to 
keep given asset airworthy and ready 
for the next potential customer. We 
will continue this path with our 
client and will be looking forward 
to the future projects together with 
BOC Aviation” saidJanno Väinola, 
a Senior Airworthiness Engineer at 
Magnetic MRO.

The global pandemic, shutting of 
International borders for air travel 
led to many airlines going bankrupt 
or limit their fleet size. Due to this 
the lessors faced a major problem of 
asset management. Due to this the 
re-positioning and maintenance of 
asset airworthiness became the need 
of the hour.

Lufthansa Technik to overhaul Norwegian’s 
Boeing 737NG fleet for another five years

Neste and Air bp to provide increased SAF to 
airports in Europe

Airbus Helicopters’ delivers most-advanced 
safeguard helicopter to US Customs & 
Border Protection
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STS ramps up the 
C-check maintenance 
in Melbourne as more 
aircraft come out of 
storage

STS Aviation Services have ramped up their 
base maintenance facility in Melbourne, 

Florida to grow the C check service team and 
have also expanded the Airbus tooling. Over the 
past four weeks, STS Aviation Services has added 
15 new members to its aircraft maintenance 
team in Melbourne, and that team just accepted 
a C check A319, a project that is already putting 
its newly expanded Airbus tooling to good use.

“We are beginning to see more and more 
commercial aircraft come out of storage,” 
said Mark Smith, President of STS Aviation 
Group. “When that happens, a C Check is 
often required before an aircraft can return to 
service. Right now, our team in Melbourne is 
turning C Checks over very quickly, and that 
spells immediate revenue for our commercial 
clients who are all eager to get their aircraft 
back in the sky as soon as possible.”

“I am so proud of the work our Melbourne 
team is doing right now,” said Shane King, Vice 
President of STS Aviation Group. “Over the past 
few months this crew has exhibited a level of 
resilience worthy of praise. Their collective abili-
ty to rise above the looming uncertainty caused 
by COVID-19 to become a crucial cog in the 
wings of recovery for the commercial aviation 
industry has been remarkable to witness.”

According to domestic air travel data points 
provided by the TSA and recently published 
by Forbes, a typical day in August of 2019 saw 
2.5 million passengers take to the skies. On Au-
gust 23, 2020, however, that number rested at 
841,806. And while a 66 per cent reduction in 
year-over-year traffic is nowhere near a return 
to normal that percentage is far better now 
than it was in April of 2020 when domestic air 
travel was experiencing, on average, a 95 per 
cent reduction in passenger traffic.
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Lufthansa Technik to overhaul 
Norwegian’s Boeing 737NG 
fleet for another five years

Lufthansa Technik extended the 
contract with Norwegian Air Shuttle 

ASA for the overhaul of their 90-aircraft 
Boeing 737NG fleet by another five years. 
The overhaul will be performed at Luf-
thansa Technik’s location in Budapest, 
Hungary, within the framework of a To-
tal Base Maintenance Support contract, 
with the first contract events planned 
for September 2020

“Lufthansa Technik was winning 
this contract in a large extensive 
global tendering process that was 
demanding both for Lufthansa Tech-
nik and Norwegian. The quality and 
reliability of past services provided by 
Lufthansa Technik have convinced us 
to continue to place our trust in our 
German partner for the overhaul of 
our Boeing 737NG fleet,” said Paul Sal-

AEROSPACE NEWS

Heston MRO and Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport team up to 
provide one stop aircraft parking and storage solutions

Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport, a 
privately funded airport in South 

East Queensland and Heston MRO, the 
largest independent MRO organiza-
tion in Australia, partner up to create 
a one stop aircraft parking and storage 
solution. Commencing immediately, the 
services offered to airlines and aircraft 
owners include short- and long-term 
aircraft parking, induction into storage 
programs, ongoing maintenance sup-
port, re-activation, logistics, and other 
related services.

Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport caters for 
immediate parking of up to 70 x aircraft, 
with a potential to expand this number to 
up to 200 units. With 2870 meters runway, 
capable of landing aircraft up to A380, 

unrestricted 24/7 access, and close proxim-
ity to Brisbane, the airport is suitable for 
flexible storage and maintenance of most 
of the aircraft types.

‘With Covid-19 having a longer lasting 
impact on airlines than the anticipated 
V shape recovery, we see a great number 
of narrow and wide body aircraft still 
parked in their original operating air-
ports with humid conditions, high park-
ing fees, and limited maintenance’, said 
John Wagner, Director of Toowoomba 
Wellcamp Airport. ‘We see an immedi-
ate opportunity to offer cost effective, 
flexible, and one stop offering to airlines 
and asset owners to park and maintain 
their excess aircraft in our airport here 
in Queensland’.

‘Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport is ide-
ally located to capture excess aircraft 
capacity from Australasian and South 
East Asian region’, said Asta Zirlyte, CEO 
of Heston MRO. ‘Heston MRO comple-
ments aircraft parking with the required 
storage, maintenance, and engineering 
solutions, giving aircraft owners and op-
erators peace of mind on asset preserva-
tion before it is returned to operations or 
is scheduled for end of life recycling’.

The newly formed partnership between 
Toowoomba Wellcamp Airport and Hes-
ton MRO is the first market driven step in 
a longer-term direction to develop MRO 
capabilities around the airport infrastruc-
ture, expand customer offerings, and 
create local jobs in Toowoomba area.

wik, Head of Technical Procurement 
at Norwegian.  

“We are pleased that this new contract 
will continue a successful cooperation 
with Norwegian that reaches back to 
2007. With our services, we want to play 
our part in ensuring the continued suc-
cess of this innovative airline,” said Tanja 
Pustolla, responsible sales representative 
at Lufthansa Technik.  

The main characteristics of Total 
Base Maintenance Support TBS are the 
guaranteed availability of layovers and 
a commercial service package geared to 
individual customer needs. As one of a 
total of five Lufthansa Technik overhaul 
sites in Europe, Lufthansa Technik Bu-
dapest will provide services within the 
framework of the new contract. As a TBS 
customer, Norwegian also has access to 
the entire overhaul network of Lufthan-
sa Technik for additional or unplanned 
maintenance events. 

Norwegian has been a Lufthansa 
Technik customer since 2007. The coop-
eration began with component supply 
within the framework of a contract for 
Total Component Support TCS. Later, 
Lufthansa Technik also took on wheels 
and brakes maintenance and engine 
overhaul for engines of the CFM56-7B 
type. Since 2012, Lufthansa Technik has 
providing overhaul services for Boeing 
737NG aircraft. 



www.mrobusinesstoday.com
3 Sept 01, 2020

Neste and Air bp to 
provide increased SAF 
to airports in Europe
In a massive step towards sustainable aviation in future, 

Neste and Air bp have signed an agreement to offer five 
times increased volume of sustainable aviation fuel to airport 
customers in Europe over the next two years. Some airports 
like Stockholm (ARN) and Oslo (OSL) are expected to receive 
the SAF as early as this week. In 2018, Air bp and Neste had 
made an announcement to explore and develop supply chain 
solutions for delivering SAF to airports and airlines. Then in 
2019, they jointly developed a viable supply chain solution for 
sustainable aviation fuel to the Swedish market.

The main demand for SAF is from Norway as there is a man-
date requiring 0.5 per cent of all jet fuel sold to be SAF. Neste’s 
SAF  is produced from 100 per cent renewable waste and residue 
raw materials. In its neat form and over the lifecycle, it can 
reduce up to 80 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions compared 
to conventional jet fuel. SAF undergoes the same quality tests as 
regular fossil jet fuel and can be blended at up to 50 per cent to 
fuel aircraft. Currently, SAF offers the only viable drop-in alterna-
tive to fossil liquid fuels for powering commercial aircraft.

“Air bp’s ambition is to be a net zero company by 2050 or 
sooner and to help the world get to net zero. Air bp aims to sup-
port our customers and the wider aviation industry on their 
path to meet their low carbon goals. We believe sustainable 
aviation fuel will play an important role as the industry recov-
ers from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Through our 
successful on-going collaboration with Neste, we are pleased 
to be able to offer our customers a substantially increased 
volume of SAF as they work towards reducing their emissions”, 
said Martin Thomsen, Air bp’s chief executive officer.

“The COVID-19 pandemic and its economic implications have 
not changed our ambition. We remain fully committed to 
combating climate change by providing tangible, immediately 
available solutions for reducing the greenhouse gas emissions of 
flying in cooperation with our partners. The use of sustainable 
aviation fuel will play a significant role in the industry’s ongo-
ing efforts in making air transportation fit for the climate and 
environmental challenges it is facing. We are looking forward to 
continuing our close collaboration with Air bp and jointly con-
tributing to a more sustainable aviation”, said Thorsten Lange, 
Executive Vice President, Renewable Aviation at Neste.

Neste’s sustainable aviation fuel annual capacity is cur-
rently 100,000 tons. With Neste’s Singapore refinery expan-
sion on the way, and with possible additional investment 
into the Rotterdam refinery, Neste will have the capacity to 
produce some 1.5 million tons of SAF annually by 2023.

Air bp has supplied SAF since 2010 and, to date, has sup-
plied more than 20 customers and 16 airports globally, 
including Norway’s Oslo Airport where it was the first to 
supply SAF produced by Neste through the existing airport 
fueling infrastructure, in collaboration with other industry 
stakeholders.
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Reaction Engines Ltd and Rolls-Royce 
announced a new strategic partner-

ship agreement to develop high-speed 
aircraft propulsion systems and explore 
applications for Reaction Engines’ ther-
mal management technology within 
civil and defence aerospace gas turbine 
engines and hybrid-electric systems.

“We have been working closely with Reac-
tion Engines for the past two years, includ-
ing exploring the potential of high-Mach 
systems for defence applications, and I am 
delighted that we are able to strengthen 
that relationship,” said Mark Thompson, 
Director of Global Strategy & Business De-
velopment, Rolls-Royce. “This partnership 
follows our recent announcements with 
Boom Supersonic and Virgin Galactic.”

“Reaction Engines’ thermal manage-
ment skills, added to our suite of exist-
ing technologies and capabilities, will 
further assist us as we explore oppor-
tunities in supersonic and hypersonic 
aviation,” Thompson added. “Building on 
our many decades of innovation, we will 
also explore the use of Reaction Engines’ 
technology within our aerospace gas 
turbines and its potential application 
in future hybrid-electric propulsion 
systems, as we look to make flying ever 
more efficient and sustainable.”

Additionally, Rolls-Royce is making a 
further investment in Reaction Engines 
as part of a wider funding round. The 
two companies have been working 
together since 2018, including on the 
first phase of a UK Ministry of Defence 
contract to undertake design studies, 
research, development, analysis and 
experimentation related to high-Mach 
advanced propulsion systems.

“This strategic partnership is about 
developing market ready applications 
for Reaction Engines’ technology in next 
generation engines and is a signifi-
cant step forward for our technology 
commercialisation plans,” said Mark 
Thomas, Chief Executive of Reaction 
Engines. “Our proprietary heat ex-
changer technology delivers incredible 
heat transfer capabilities at extremely 
low weight and a compact size. We look 
forward to expanding our international 
collaboration with Rolls-Royce, a global 
leader in power systems, to bring to 
market a range of applications that will 
transform the performance and efficien-
cy of aircraft engines, enable high speed 
– supersonic and hypersonic – flight and 
support the drive towards more sustain-
able aviation through innovative new 
technologies.”

Rolls Royce and Reaction Engines 
partners to develop high-speed 
aircraft propulsion systems 

CAAC awarded 
GNK Fokker 
with STC for 
ADS-B Out 
modification 
for Boeing 
Next-Gen 737
CAAC (Civil Aviation Administra-

tion of China Aircraft Airwor-
thiness Department) has issued a 
Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) 
to GKN Fokker Services for ADS-B 
Out modification for Boeing Next-
Generation 737 aircraft.  STC can be 
used to install all compliant tran-
sponder types in combination with 
every compliant GPS source offering 
a unique and valuable solution to 
operators with mixed configurations 
in their fleet.

Multiple customers of GKN Fokker 
Services have already ordered the Boe-
ing Next-Generation 737 ADS-B Out 
modification enabling them to comply 
with the global ADS-B out mandates 
while securing early adopter advan-
tages. The European Union Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA) and the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) have 
issued the STC for ADS-B Out modifi-
cation on Boeing Next-Generation 737 
in 2018 and 2019.

Erik Lous, Product Manager ADS-B 
Out at GKN Fokker Services said, “We 
are extremely happy with our CAAC 
STC for our competitive and inno-
vative ADS-B Out solution for the 
Boeing Next-Generation 737 aircraft. 
It is truly differentiating, since it en-
compasses all compliant transpon-
ders and GPS sources. Our STC will 
also allow our customers to modify 
their aircraft very cost-effectively 
and with a minimum of downtime, 
typically during just one or two 
overnight checks. Furthermore, with 
our STC, the customer has the option 
to update existing transponders or 
replace the existing transponders 
with transponders from different 
vendors”.

AEROSPACE NEWS

Game-Changer  
Enables entirely new classes 
of propulsion system

Reaction Engines and Rolls-Royce are forming a new strategic partnership 
to develop high-speed aircraft propulsion systems and explore applications 
for Reaction Engines’ thermal management technology for civil and defence 
aerospace gas turbine engines and hybrid-electric systems.

Unique and Unparalleled  
Proven capability to cool 1,000 oC airflow (Mach 5)  
faster than the blink of a human eye

Transform the 
performance 
and efficiency of 
aircraft engines

Enable high speed 
– supersonic and 
hypersonic – 
flight capability

ENABLING NEXT GENERATION  
HIGH-SPEED AND SUSTAINABLE FLIGHT  

Support the 
drive towards 
more sustainable 
aviation
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US Customs and Border Protection 
(CPB) Air and Marine Operations 

(AMO) and Airbus Helicopters have rein-
forced their three decade old partnership 
with the latest state-of-art H125 helicop-
ter uniquely configured for AMO as a part 
of their long-term fleet upgrade initiative. 
Airbus put in place nearly 30 Supple-
mental Type Certificates (STCs) to meet 
the AMO requirements using the latest 
aerospace technology. The H125 is the 
one of the most advanced, high-tech law 
enforcement helicopters ever developed. 
Recently Airbus delivered first of the 16 
new fleet of helicopters developed from 
Airbus Helicopters’ facility in Grand Prai-
rie, Texas. The remaining 15 helicopters 
are being built at Columbus, Miss.

On receiving the latest H125 Steve Boyer, 
Deputy Executive Assistant Commissioner 
for AMO said, “Our mission is to safeguard 

Airbus Helicopters’ delivers most-advanced safeguard 
helicopter to US Customs & Border Protection

aerospace equipment to federal, state 
and local government agencies.

“We are honoured to partner with 
Airbus Helicopters and US Customs and 
Border Protection to support this fleet 
upgrade for enhanced law enforcement 
capabilities through the procurement of 
16 new H125 helicopters from our GSA 
contract,” said Leah Simoes, Owner and 
Chairwoman of Davenport Aviation.  
“Throughout this project, we have been 
very appreciative of the support we have 
received from Airbus and CBP of our 
WOSB, HUBZone Certified small business.”

After obtaining EASA and FAA STCs for 
the Bombardier Q400 (ST04125NY) and 
the Airbus A320 Family (ST04157NY), 
GKN Fokker Services is expanding its 
ADS-B Out program to other aircraft 
types. These include the Boeing 737 Clas-
sic, 747, 757 and 767.

the nation by anticipating and confronting 
security threats. Airbus Helicopters’ contin-
ued commitment to designing, manufac-
turing, and delivering quality products will 
enable AMO personnel to successfully and 
safely carry out this mission.”

This new acquisition was made pos-
sible through a partnership with Daven-
port Aviation, an SBA-certified woman-
owned small business and HUBZone 
contractor specializing in the supply of 
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Northrop Grumman Corporation 
(NYSE: NOC) conducted its first 

ground test of an extended length 
63-inch-diameter Graphite Epoxy Motor 
(GEM 63XL) today in Promontory, Utah. 
This variation of the company’s GEM 63 
strap-on booster was developed in part-
nership with United Launch Alliance 
(ULA) to provide additional lift capability 

to the Vulcan Centaur vehicle.
“Our new GEM 63XL motors leverage 

its flight-proven heritage while utiliz-
ing state-of-the-art manufacturing 
technology to enhance launch vehicle 
heavy-lift capabilities,” said Charlie 
Precourt, vice president, propulsion 
systems, Northrop Grumman. “The 
GEM 63XL increases thrust and perfor-

The Israel Missile Defence Organiza-
tion (IMDO), of the Directorate of 

Defence Research and Development 
(DDR&D), in the Israel Ministry of 
Defence, together with the American 
Missile Defence Agency (MDA), and the 
Israeli Air Force (IAF), have completed a 
successful test of the Arrow 2 weapon 
system overnight on the 12th of August 
2020 at 11:45 p.m. The test was led by 
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) and con-
ducted at a site located in central Israel.

Throughout the test, the Arrow 2 
system successfully engaged a Sparrow 
target missile, which simulates a long-
range surface-to-surface missile. The 
campaign was conducted in accordance 
to the defense establishment’s plans.

Commenting on the flight, defence 
minister, Benny Gantz said, “Israel must 
face challenges both near and far, and 
our elite technological unit led by the 
DDR&D, IAI, and additional defence 
industries, ensures that we will always 
be one step ahead of our enemies, and 
that we will defend Israeli skies from 
any threat.”

The joint Israeli-American test reflects 
the partnership and friendship between 
the two countries as well as the deep 
commitment of the United States to the 
safety of the citizens of Israel.

During the test, the updated capa-
bilities of the Arrow system to contend 
with current and future threats were 
validated. The interception was con-

ducted by IAF service members together 
with engineers from the institutions 
involved in the system’s development. 
The various layers of Israel’s air defence 
mechanism were employed in this test, 
in order to ensure their readiness and 
efficacy in operational scenarios.

This successful interception test joins 
a series of additional achievements, 
including the Arrow-3 test campaign 
conducted by the IMDO and MDA last 
year, in Alaska. Both systems demon-
strated advanced operational capabili-
ties. The integration of both systems in 
Israel’s air defence mechanism signifi-
cantly expands and enhances the state’s 
capability to defend against current and 
future threats.

Northrop’s first successful ground test of extended 
length 63-inch-diameter Graphite Epoxy Motor

IAI, MoD and US Missile Defense Agency successfully 
completes test flight of Arrow 2 Weapon System

mance by 15-20 percent compared to a 
standard GEM 63.”

During today’s static test, the motor 
fired for approximately 90 seconds, 
producing nearly 449,000 pounds of 
thrust to qualify the motor’s internal in-
sulation, propellant grain, ballistics and 
nozzle in a cold-conditioned environ-
ment. This test demonstrated materials 
and technologies similar to the GEM 63 
rocket motor that qualified for flight in 
October 2019.

Northrop Grumman has supplied 
rocket propulsion to ULA and its heri-
tage companies for a variety of launch 
vehicles since 1964. The GEM family of 
strap-on motors was developed start-
ing in the early 1980s with the GEM 
40 to support the Delta II launch vehi-
cle. The company then followed with 
the GEM 46 for the Delta II Heavy, and 
the GEM 60, which flew 86 motors 
over 26 Delta IV launches before retir-
ing in 2019 with 100 percent success. 
The first flight of the GEM 63 motors 
will be on a ULA Atlas V launch ve-
hicle planned for fourth quarter 2020, 
and GEM 63XL motors will support the 
Vulcan rocket in 2021.
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Boeing has inducted its 20th F/A-
18 Super Hornet into Service Life 

Modification (SLM) supporting US Navy 
readiness needs for mission-capable 
aircraft. Two SLM jets have already been 
delivered back to the Navy. Initially, 
SLM will extend the life of Super Hor-

nets from 6,000 to 7,500 flight hours. 
Future modification plans in 2022 will 
enable the jets to fly 10,000 hours and 
incorporate Block III capabilities.

“The Super Hornet is the workhorse 
fighter for the US Navy,” said Steve 
Wade, vice president of F/A-18 and EA-

Elbit Systems Ltd is awarded a contract 
valued at approximately USD 27 million to 

supply air-to-air combat training systems for 
the Navy of a South Asian Country. The con-
tract will be performed over a two-year period, 
to be followed by three years of availability-
based maintenance.

Yoram Shmuely, General Manager of Elbit 
Systems’ Aerospace Division said, “We are 
proud to supply advanced combat training 
capabilities to the customer’s Navy, following 
the successful operation of these systems by 
its Air Force. Elbit Systems is the Israel Defense 
Forces’ training and simulation house and our 
continued investment in this area together 
with the extensive operational experience 
we have accumulated, enable us to stay well 
ahead of the curve, also to the benefit of our 
international customers.”

The contract calls for the supply of EHUD 
Air Combat Maneuvering Instrumentation 
(“EHUD ACMI”) systems, to be operated from 
the Navy shore bases as well as onboard air-
craft carriers.

US Navy takes delivery of 20th F/A-18 Super Hornet 
from Boeing

Elbit Systems awarded USD 27 million contract to 
supply air-to-air combat training system

18G programs. “SLM is critical because 
it gives the Super Hornet a new life and 
next-generation Block III capabilities. 
The combination of Block III Super Hor-
nets coming out of SLM and new builds 
off the production line will enable the 
Navy to maintain the force structure 
necessary to meet its mission needs.”

The Block III conversion will include 
enhanced network capability, confor-
mal fuel tanks, an advanced cockpit 
system, signature improvements and 
an enhanced communication system. 
The updates are expected to keep the 
F/A-18 in active service for decades to 
come.

Boeing is currently on contract for 
the modernization of 24 aircraft. An 
additional contract award covering in-
ductions through 2022 is expected later 
this year. SLM consists of two produc-
tion lines in St. Louis and San Antonio, 
Texas.
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Colonel Rod Zastrow (USAF, Ret.), senior 
international pilot and maintenance 
training executive, has been appointed to 
the Board of Directors of Bye Aerospace, 
which is developing the FAA FAR 23-certi-
fied eFlyer family of all-electric aircraft.

“It is quite an honor to welcome Rod 
to our Board of Directors,” said George 
Bye, CEO of Bye Aerospace. “Following 
his retirement from his many years of 
service, including as an Air Force pilot, to 
our country, Rod led the establishment 
of a leading international military flight 
training academy, and led international 
business development for one of the ear-
liest flight school supporters of our eFlyer 
program. Pilot training is one of our key 
markets, and Rod’s knowledge as a pilot 
and as a flight school executive will bring 
an important balance to our Board.”

Zastrow has served in the Air Force 
for 26 years. He began his career as an 

F-15 air superiority pilot, then graduated 
from USAF Weapons School and flew 
combat missions with and advised the 
Royal Saudi Air Force during Opera-
tion Desert Storm. Later assignments 
included serving as the commander of 
a 24 F-15 squadron, deputy commander 
of a 72-fighter aircraft flying operation 
at RAF Lakenheath, United Kingdom, the 
vice commander of Ramstein Airbase, 
Germany’s 435th Air Base Wing and 
commander of an  F-15, KC-135, and HH-
60 air defence unit in Iceland.

“I am both humbled and excited to join 
the Board of Directors of this all-electric 
general aviation industry leader,” 
Zastrow said. “As with historic aviation 
pioneers George Bye and Bye Aerospace 
continue to demonstrate the innovation 
and passion to accomplish what others 
only imagine.”

In 2000, he was the Department of 

Defence’s lead coordinator for hosting 
the Group of Eight Summit in Nago, 
Japan. He also led NATO’s integration of 
the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland 
air forces to air defence standards, and 
served as the senior US representative to 
and director of staff of NATO’s senior air 
headquarters in Germany, supporting 
NATO air operations in Afghanistan.

Before retiring in 2010, Zastrow served 
as Chief of Staff of the Air Force’s senior 
representative to the US Army War 
College and as lead policy advisor on air 
superiority aircraft and weapons for the 
Secretary of Defence. He has a bach-
elor’s degree in aerospace engineering, 
an MBA (aviation focus), and a second 
master’s degree in strategic studies. 
Currently, Zastrow is serving as Presi-
dent and COO of Spartan Iraq, LLC, and 
President of its parent company, Spartan 
Global Aviation Training, LLC.

EXECUTIVES IN FOCUS

ROD ZASTROW APPOINTED TO THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF BYE AEROSPACE

SUSIE CORN PROMOTED AS REGIONAL SALES MANAGER FOR 
SOUTH CENTRAL US AT DUNCAN

Duncan Aviation is pleased to an-
nounce that Susie Corn has accepted 
the position of Regional Sales Manager 
for the South Central United States, 
which includes Arkansas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. Corn 
takes over after Rick Randall, a 20-year 
Regional Sales Manager for Duncan 
Aviation, retired at the end of July.  

Corn joined Duncan Aviation three 
years ago as its Senior Sales Represen-

tative for Engine Sales & 
Services. Combined with 

her previous years of 
aviation experience, 
Corn brings more 
than 20 years of air-

craft knowledge and 
experience to her new 

position.
“We’re so 
pleased to 
have Susie on 
our team. Of 
course, her 
past experi-

ence coupled with her in-depth knowl-
edge of the engine business is valuable, 
but it’s really her desire to see customers 
and teammates be successful that I’m 
most excited about,” says Duncan Avia-
tion Manager of Sales Phil Suglia. “Susie 
brings empathy to the table, and when 
you’re in a role where people depend on 
you to help them, that is really signifi-
cant.”

Three years ago, when Corn joined 
Duncan Aviation, she was looking 
forward to a challenge, although she 
initially wondered about learning a new 
position while navigating a company 
that seemed as big as Duncan Aviation.

“Although Duncan Aviation seemed 
big at the time, after a few short years 
here I can say that the company has a 
small, family feel to it,” said Corn. “The 
leadership, culture, and the people really 
make Duncan Aviation an awesome 
place to work and a truly special place in 
the aviation industry. I believe a willing-
ness to help runs through the very veins 
of the company. We are all one, and we 

are all here for our customers and for 
one another.”

As Corn begins making calls to and 
visiting with customers in the South 
Central region, she knows she’ll be get-
ting reacquainted with some old friends.

“Because of my previous 16 years of 
sales experience prior to coming to 
Duncan Aviation, I have the privilege of 
knowing many of the folks in this region 
quite well. I think that’ll make the transi-
tion to my new position a little easier. In 
my new position, I’ll be touting Duncan 
Aviation’s range of services in airframe, 
interior, paint, and avionics, in addition 
to engines. Sometimes I do feel a little 
like the Lone Ranger out here on my 
own, but when it comes right down to 
it, I remind myself that I have access to 
amazing resources, and every day I’m so 
grateful because I know I have the sup-
port of this amazing Duncan Aviation 
team behind me,” Corn further added.

Corn is excited to get to work and 
grateful for the trust and confidence the 
team has in her.
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2021

2020
The MEBAA Show
DWC, Dubai Airshow Site, UAE 

08-10
DEC

Aviation Festival Asia 2020
Suntec Convention Centre, 
Singapore

22-23
JUN

Saudi International Airshow
Thumamah Airport, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia

16-18
FEB


