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MRO at Airports and Upcoming Facilities

Farsound Aviation: Soaring to New Heights in 
Global Expansion and Sustainability

Bombardier Defense partners with General 
Dynamics Mission Systems–Canada to 
develop Multi-Mission defence jet
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Rolls-Royce, the renowned aero-
engine manufacturer, has achieved 

a significant milestone in aviation 
technology with the successful comple-
tion of the first tests of its UltraFan 

technology demonstrator. The tests 
were conducted at Rolls-Royce’s facility 
in Derby, UK, using 100% Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel (SAF). This achievement 
marks a historic moment for Rolls-

Rolls-Royce conducts initial tests of UltraFan 
technology powered by 100 percent SAF
The Rolls-Royce UltraFan technology demonstrator incorporates a 
suite of advanced technologies that aim to improve the efficiency of 
current and future aero-engines.

Royce, as it is the first time in 54 years 
that the company has tested a brand-
new engine architecture, showcasing 
the power of industry and government 
collaboration.

The UltraFan technology demonstra-
tor incorporates a suite of advanced 
technologies that aim to improve the 
efficiency of current and future aero-
engines. It offers a remarkable 10% 
efficiency improvement over the Trent 
XWB, which is already recognized as the 
world’s most efficient large aero engine 
in service. The success of the demon-
strator program paves the way for the 
transfer of these technologies to cur-
rent Trent engines, providing customers 
with enhanced availability, reliability, 
and efficiency.

Looking to the future, UltraFan’s 
scalable technology, ranging from ap-
proximately 25,000 to 110,000 pounds 
of thrust, holds the potential to power 
new narrowbody and widebody aircraft 
expected in the 2030s. This opens up 
exciting possibilities for the aviation 
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industry to further improve its environ-
mental footprint and fuel efficiency.

Tufan Erginbilgic, CEO of Rolls-Royce 
said, “The UltraFan demonstrator is a 
game-changer – the technologies we 
are testing as part of this program have 
the capability to improve the engines of 
today as well as the engines of tomor-
row. That is why this announcement 
is so important – we are witnessing 
history in the making; a step-change in 
engine efficiency improvement. When 
combined with Sustainable Aviation Fu-
els, more efficient gas turbine engines 
will be key to hitting the industry’s 
target of Net Zero flight by 2050. Today 
we are closer to achieving this ambi-
tion. Collaboration is key in driving the 
decarbonisation of air travel and the 
UltraFan programme is a great example 
of what can be achieved when govern-
ment and industry come together with a 
common purpose.”

Key engineering features of the 
demonstrator include:

• A new, proven, Advance3 core archi-
tecture, combined with our ALECSys 
lean burn combustion system, to deliver 
maximum fuel burn efficiency and low 
emissions.

• Carbon titanium fan blades and a 
composite casing.

• A geared design that delivers ef-
ficient power for the high-thrust, high 
bypass ratio engines of the future. The 
power gearbox has run at 64MW, an 
aerospace record.

The recent tests took place at Test-
bed 80, the world’s largest and most 

advanced indoor aero-engine test-
ing facility. Notably, the use of 100% 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel derived 
from sustainable feedstocks like used 
cooking oils underscores Rolls-Royce’s 
commitment to decarbonizing air travel 
and achieving the industry’s target of 
Net Zero flight by 2050. The partnership 
with Air bp, who provided the sustain-
able fuel, highlights the importance of 
collaboration in driving the transition to 
a greener future.

The UltraFan program has received 
significant support from the UK Govern-
ment through the Aerospace Technol-
ogy Institute (ATI) and Innovate UK, as 
well as the EU’s Clean Sky programs, 
LuFo, and the State of Brandenburg in 
Germany. Kemi Badenoch, UK Business 
and Trade Secretary, emphasized the 
positive impact of this cutting-edge 
technology on the country’s aerospace 
industry and the economy as a whole.

Kemi Badenoch, Business and Trade 
Secretary, UK said, “This cutting-edge 
technology will help the transition 
towards a greener future for aviation 
while attracting further investment into 
the UK’s aerospace industry, helping 
grow the economy. I’m proud that the 
Government has backed this initiative 
through our Aerospace Technology 
Institute programme, and we will con-
tinue to work with manufacturers like 
Rolls-Royce as we seek to grow the UK’s 
share of the global aerospace market.”

The UltraFan technology demonstrator 
has been a decade-long endeavor, with 
its initial concept unveiled in 2014. 
It represents a revolutionary design 
architecture, incorporating a geared 

system that sets it apart from other 
industry players. This flexibility allows 
Rolls-Royce to scale the technology as 
required by its customers and offer a di-
verse portfolio of propulsion solutions 
for future aircraft.

Gary Elliott, Chief Executive Officer, 
Aerospace Technology Institute said, 
“Rolls-Royce’s UltraFan programme has 
achieved a huge step forward in terms 
of the fuel efficiency of aircraft en-
gines. The technology developed within 
the programme has greatly improved 
our understanding of how to increase 
engine performance while reducing en-
vironmental impact. It is a programme 
that puts the UK at the forefront of the 
global market, and is absolutely critical 
for the future of the UK aircraft engine 
industry. Our congratulations to the 
Rolls-Royce team for the successful 
tests of this exciting technology dem-
onstrator.”

Key engineering features of the Ultra-
Fan demonstrator include the Advance3 
core architecture, ALECSys lean burn 
combustion system for maximum fuel 
burn efficiency and low emissions, car-
bon titanium fan blades, and a compos-
ite casing. Notably, the geared design of 
the engine’s power gearbox has set an 
aerospace record by running at 64MW.

Rolls-Royce’s achievement with the 
UltraFan technology demonstrator 
marks a significant step toward a more 
sustainable and efficient future for avia-
tion. With its dedication to innovation 
and collaboration, the company is at the 
forefront of shaping the global market 
and driving the transformation of the 
UK aircraft engine industry 

Pratt & Whitney Canada MRO programs for CAMP like the ESP and FMP focus on enhancing asset 
value, and performance by covering scheduled and unscheduled engine maintenance.

Pratt & Whitney Canada extends contract with CAMP to 
support P&WC engine customers till 2040

Pratt & Whitney Canada, a busi-
ness unit of Pratt & Whitney, has 

announced a contract extension with 
CAMP for its engine health monitoring 
(EHM) data analysis service, extending 
the partnership through 2040. CAMP 
has been providing EHM data analysis 

to Pratt & Whitney Canada since 2010 
and currently supports 25,000 P&WC 
engines in service.

Pratt & Whitney Canada’s maintenance 
programs, including the Eagle Service 
Plan (ESP) and Fleet Management Pro-
gram (FMP), focus on enhancing asset 

value, availability, and performance by 
covering both scheduled and unsched-
uled engine maintenance. CAMP’s 
reliable and timely EHM services play a 
vital role in optimizing engine mainte-
nance and overall customer experience, 
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We care about the aeropsace engine 
industry and don’t believe in 
‘one size fits all’ solutions

supporting the goals of these programs. 
The use of EHM services also promotes 
fleet connectivity and increases fleet 
reliability.

“Engine health monitoring is a critical 
aspect of our pay per hour mainte-
nance programs, including our Eagle 
Service Plan and Fleet Management 
Program,” Irene Makris, Vice President 
of Customer Service, Pratt & Whitney 
Canada. “CAMP is the largest engine 
health monitoring service provider 
in the world and is a key strategic 
collaborator in our efforts to drive 
continuous innovation in engine health 
monitoring for our growing fleet of 
engines and evolving customer needs,” 
he further added.

CAMP analyzes data from thousands of 
Pratt & Whitney Canada engines each 
month, allowing for rapid identification 
and analysis of performance trends. The 
collaboration between Pratt & Whit-
ney Canada and CAMP leverages the 
strengths of both companies to deliver 
innovative solutions. CAMP’s expertise 
in engine health monitoring and its 

advanced technology platform combine 
with Pratt & Whitney Canada’s analyt-
ics, connectivity, and engine capabili-
ties to drive advancements in customer 
portal features, mobility services, 
and analytics. Cloud- and machine-
learning technologies will be utilized 
to optimize collaboration and improve 
customer outcomes.

“We are delighted with this contract 

extension as P&WC is a long-standing 
collaborator,” said Sean Lanagan, 
President, CAMP. “CAMP’s engine 
health analysts help interpret an en-
gine’s performance trend data that is 
delivered through our leading technol-
ogy platform. This provides customers 
with cost savings and peace of mind as 
we can identify problems before they 
can have an impact on aircraft perfor-
mance and dispatch availability,” he 
further added.

The contract extension between 
Pratt & Whitney Canada and CAMP 
signifies a continued commitment 
to delivering superior engine health 
monitoring services. By leverag-
ing CAMP’s expertise and advanced 
technology platform, Pratt & Whitney 
Canada aims to drive innovation, 
optimize engine maintenance, and 
enhance the overall customer experi-
ence. The partnership between these 
industry leaders ensures that Pratt & 
Whitney Canada engines continue to 
operate at peak performance, deliver-
ing reliable and efficient service to 
customers worldwide 
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The Pratt & Whitney Canada PW545D engine has been specifically designed and enhanced for 
Textron Aviation, offering improved specific fuel consumption (SFC), thrust, and TBO.

Pratt & Whitney Canada’s PW545D Engine to support 
latest Cessna Citation Ascend jet

Raytheon Technologies has an-
nounced that Pratt & Whitney 

Canada, a division of Pratt & Whitney, 
with its new PW545D engine will be 
powering the Cessna Citation As-
cend, the latest addition to Textron 
Aviation’s business jet lineup. The 
PW545D engine has been specifi-
cally designed and enhanced for 
Textron Aviation, offering improved 
specific fuel consumption (SFC), 
thrust, and time between overhauls 
(TBO).

The PW545D engine will offer 
operators of the Citation Ascend the 
flexibility to fulfill a wide range of 
missions, including charter services, 
personal transportation, and corporate 
flights. Its reliability is demonstrated 
by the PW500’s excellent track record 
of dispatch availability and reliability, 
complemented by comprehensive 
maintenance plans that help control 
costs.

Building upon the achievements of its 
predecessor, the PW545C, the PW545D 
incorporates new materials and tech-
nology. Notable enhancements include 
a more efficient high-pressure compres-
sor for increased airflow, an enhanced 
single-stage, high-pressure turbine 
module, and an advanced exhaust 
mixer to reduce fuel consumption and 
noise. The engine is also equipped with 
Full Authority Digital Engine Control 
(FADEC) technology, enabling the inte-
gration of new auto-throttle technol-
ogy in the Citation Ascend, simplifying 
control, maximizing efficiency, and 
reducing pilot workload.

Nicholas Kanellias, Vice President 
of General Aviation, Pratt & Whitney 
Canada said, “The PW500 turbofan 
family has established itself as the 
engine of choice for light to mid-size 
business jets thanks to its proven 
safety, reliability, and durability, 
attractive operating economics, and 
comprehensive maintenance plans. 
“The PW545D is the latest engine 
in this family. We injected all we’ve 

learned from the more 
than 4,600 PW500 engines 
produced to-date, which have accu-
mulated over 22 million flying hours. 
This new engine is even more fuel-
efficient, offers greater thrust and an 
increased TBO of up to 6,000 hours 
for eligible customers.”

Nicholas Kanellias further high-
lighted the advancements made in 
the PW545D engine, leveraging the 
knowledge gained from over 4,600 
PW500 engines produced, accumulat-
ing more than 22 million flying hours. 
The PW545D engine offers increased 
fuel efficiency, greater thrust, and an 
extended TBO of up to 6,000 hours for 
eligible customers.

The PW545D engine supports 
advanced health monitoring and 
diagnostics through digitally driven 
systems and the FAST (Flight, Acquisi-
tion, Storage, and Transmission) system. 
The FAST system enables the engine’s 
full-flight data to be downloaded, 
stored, and analyzed by experts, 
providing deep insights and predic-
tive diagnostics to optimize engine 
performance and maintenance require-
ments. Customers enrolled in Pratt & 

Whitney’s Eagle Service Plan (ESP) 
pay-per-hour maintenance program and 
equipped with FAST can take advantage 
of the extended 6,000-hour TBO option.

Pratt & Whitney’s PW500 family, 
including the PW545D engine, boasts 
a compact and accessible design that 
facilitates installation and on-wing 
maintenance. Customers can benefit 
from Pratt & Whitney’s extensive 
global service network, which in-
cludes over 50 owned and designated 
facilities, more than 100 Field Support 
Managers worldwide, a 24/7 Customer 
First Centre for rapid expert support, 
and the largest pool of Pratt & Whitney 
Canada rental and exchange engines 
available.

In line with Pratt & Whitney Canada’s 
commitment to sustainability, the 
PW545D engine is capable of operat-
ing on blends of up to 50% Sustain-
able Aviation Fuel (SAF) mixed with 
conventional Jet A kerosene. This 
aligns with the company’s ongoing 
efforts, in collaboration with public 
and private stakeholders, to develop 
sustainable solutions and help the in-
dustry achieve its goal of net-zero CO2 
emissions by 2050 

The PW545D engine offers 
increased fuel efficiency, 
greater thrust, and an 
extended TBO of up to 
6,000 hours for eligible 
customers.
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Pratt & Whitney Canada’s $10 million investment in the Wichita Falls facility aims to establish a 
new coating line utilizing an innovative technique for aircraft.

Raytheon Technologies announces Pratt & Whitney 
Canada’s $10 Million investment plans in Texas Facility

Pratt & Whitney Canada, a busi-
ness unit of Pratt & Whitney, has 

announced a significant $10 million 
investment to expand its engine com-
ponent repair facility in Wichita Falls, 
Texas. This expansion is expected to 
create 30 new job opportunities. As part 
of the investment, the company plans 
to enhance its existing coatings line 
through the adoption of an innovative 
application process.

Since joining the Pratt & Whitney 
Canada family in 1997, the Wichita 
Falls component repair facility has 
established strong ties with the local 
community. Irene Makris, Vice President 
of Customer Service at Pratt & Whitney 
Canada, expressed their commitment 
to investing and growing in Wichita 
Falls due to the exceptional workforce, 
community support, and the dedicated 
and can-do attitude of the Wichita Falls 
team and leadership. The Wichita Falls 
facility will be the first among its plants 
to pioneer a new coating process that 
will significantly enhance engine dura-
bility and performance.

“The Wichita Falls component repair 
facility joined the Pratt & Whitney 
Canada family in 1997 and since then 

we have strengthened our ties with the 
local community,” said Irene Makris, 
vice president, Customer Service, Pratt 
& Whitney Canada. “We continue to in-
vest and grow in Wichita Falls because 
of the strength of the local workforce, 
the support of the community, and the 
enthusiastic ‘can do’ attitude of our 
Wichita Falls team and leadership. Our 
Wichita Falls facility will be the first 
of our plants to pioneer a new coating 
process which will significantly improve 
the durability and performance of our 
engines,” she further added.

The facility specializes in repairing the 
“hot” (combustion) sections of various 
Pratt & Whitney Canada engines. During 
the repair process, specific engine parts, 
such as turbine blades, are coated with 
a special protective layer that with-
stands the high temperatures required 
for these high-performance engines. 
The $10 million investment aims to 
establish a new coating line utilizing an 
innovative technique.

“The City of Wichita Falls views com-
panies like Pratt & Whitney as integral 
to the health of the local economy 
and our ability to foster well-paying 
jobs for our workforce,” said Stephen 

Santellana, Mayor, Wichita Falls. “The 
company and its employees here are 
very much involved in our commu-
nity and in efforts to strengthen our 
social and economic infrastructure. 
We are delighted with Pratt & Whitney 
Canada’s decision to continue to grow 
in Wichita Falls and we are proud to 
support this investment in the facility 
to bring more work and more job op-
portunities to the City’s residents,” he 
further added.

Pratt & Whitney Canada is globally 
recognized for designing, building, and 
maintaining engines for various avia-
tion purposes, ranging from general 
aviation to life-saving air medical and 
rescue operations. This year, the com-
pany celebrates a significant milestone 
of achieving 1 billion operating hours 
since its establishment in 1928. With 
over 110,000 engines produced to date, 
approximately 66,000 engines are cur-
rently in operation worldwide.

“Since acquiring the current facil-
ity in 1997, Pratt & Whitney Canada 
has worked diligently to expand both 
the plant’s capabilities and grow its 
workforce,” said Leo Lane, Chairman of 
the Wichita Falls Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. “It is initiatives like 
today’s announcement that help us 
grow our aviation and aerospace sec-
tor, important for a city that is home to 
the Sheppard Airforce Base. We’re also 
mindful that Pratt & Whitney is a major 
supplier to our military and conducts 
recruitment programs geared to help-
ing our veterans find their next mission 
as Pratt & Whitney employees,” he 
further added.

Furthermore, Pratt & Whitney’s sta-
tus as a major supplier to the military 
and its recruitment programs for 
veterans underscores the company’s 
contribution to helping veterans find 
their next mission as Pratt & Whit-
ney employees. Construction for the 
facility expansion is set to commence 
before mid-2023, with completion 
expected by early 2025 

ENGINES

With over 110,000 engines produced to date, approximately 66,000 engines are currently in 
operation worldwide.
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Services provided by aviation MROs 
(independent or airline owned) form 

the very backbone of the aviation in-
dustry, civil and more so for the military 
sector. For that very reason, aviation 
MRO facilities must be located stra-
tegically, to be able to provide repair, 
replacement, and execute quick TAT 
services, and everything that encom-
passes aircraft maintenance. Because of 
the criticality of their need and services, 
which is directly linked to the safety 
and airworthiness of the assets and air-
craft operations, the locations of these 
facilities are carefully planned out. 
However, the size, scale of operations of 
these service providers often depends 
on their business models. 

A 2019 IATA forecast predicted that on 
average, air travellers around the world 
would travel once every 21 months! 
With the affordability and popularity of 
air travel, the aviation market appears 
to be moving northward. To support this 
exponential growth aircraft MRO facili-
ties will be required closer at hand or 
closer to home, hubs, and the like, more 
than ever. 

Aviation MRO business therefore 
needs to grow in tandem with the 
civil, and as required, defence avia-
tion industries. The locations of these 
MRO facilities must offer the customer 
advantage in terms of logistics and 
strategic convenience. 

There are six prevalent business 

models for aviation MROs and facilities 
across the world, varying in terms of 
business model, facility and services 
on offer, and ownership patterns. The 
categories of MRO facilities are Com-
mercial Airline Hubs, Regional Hubs, 
Facilities for Corporate/Business Avia-
tion available In-house, Independent 
Repair Stations, Fixed-Based Operators, 
and Military Facilities. 

Whatever the scale of MRO operations, 
proper and adequate infrastructure is 
required, passing all certifications and 
regulatory approvals. Ground support 
equipment for one, is crucial and so is 
related technology. For regular aircraft 
maintenance, repair and overhaul 
jobs, the list of equipment will vary in 

MRO at Airports and 
Upcoming Facilities
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accordance with the business model. 
Some essentials are Cutting-edge Avia-
tion Software, Hydraulic Power Units, 
Aircraft and Fuel Servicing Equipment, 
Equipment for servicing the Aircraft 
Fuselage and Landing Gear Servicing 
Equipment. 

Commercial Airline Hubs
MROs of large commercial airlines 

exists for the sole purpose of serving 
that airline, and as such do not have a 
set business model. It is because of this 
reason that major commercial airline 
MROs are located close to the main hub 
of the airline. This is to derive maximum 
efficiency, as much as applicable. These 
MROs are then capable of executing the 
entire gamut of maintenance, repair, 
and overhaul services. Commercial air-
line MROs are known not to outsource 
their services to competition as a mat-
ter of policy. This is also to prevent the 
airline from being exposed to liabilities 
that may come from opening their 
services to outside parties. Besides, an 
established commercial airline above 
all, must adhere to its own maintenance 
and operational schedules.

Finding empty slots to serve competi-
tor airlines is also remote, having their 
own in-house needs that are a priority. 
A large commercial airline MRO also 
tends to have a maximum number of 
qualified and trained technicians and 
staff, and that gives them an advantage 

especially with AOG 24/7 and quick 
TATs. 

Having one’s own MRO, allow a com-
mercial airline company control over 
the location of their MRO facilities and 
often they are set close to where the 
airline has their hubs. Workflows and 
productivity remain very much in check 
and control of the airline company.  

Regional Airline And Air Taxi Services
MRO facilities of regional airlines, for 

the very nature of their business model 
are located near smaller, regional air-
ports. Cost structures, however, remain 
almost like those of large commercial 
airlines, perhaps are better placed to 

make higher profits. This is because of 
smaller fleets and the exercise of better 
discipline with infrastructure budgets. 

Small-sized regional airlines do not 
operate their own MROs thanks to the 
size, and more so for the very size of 
their businesses.  Larger commercial 
airlines can attract most of the certi-
fied technicians, leaving compara-
tively smaller businesses to then go for 
independent MRO service providers to 
service their fleets. For regional airlines, 
owning their own MROs is not a viable 
investment to make. 

In-House Corporate Facilities
Large corporations that possess their 

own fleet often have their own in-house 
MRO facilities or contract that job out to 
independent MROs. Their in-house MRO 
facilities are adequately staffed with 
certified technicians and operational 
staff available on a 24/7 to conduct air-
craft maintenance. These MROs are lo-
cated near the airline company or their 
headquarters.  However, the services 
these MROs are capable of are general 
and line maintenance, and do not typi-
cally include heavy maintenance. With 
major corporate or business jet manu-
facturers offering maintenance services, 
the need for setting up in-house aircraft 
MRO is not there.

Independent Mros & Fixed-Base 
Operators (Fbo)

Independently owned MROs are typi-
cally operated by large corporations or 
by smaller MRO units that offer services 

FEATURE

Image Courtesy : aiesl.in/ Air India’s Engineering arm. 
Located at Delhi (Safdarjung) and Mumbai (Kalina, Santacruz) Airports

Image Credit: Business Today. GMR Aero Tech MRO Facility at HYD 
Rajiv Gandhi International Airport

Image Credit: aerodefenseinternational.com.
Etihad Engineering located at Abu Dhabi HUB

MRO operations in the existing 30,000-square-foot Hangar 5,  
located in the Shreveport Regional Airport’s Aeropark
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in certain specialised areas of which 
they possess core competencies – these 
could be maintenance, repair and 
overhaul services like landing gear or 
aircraft interiors.

Larger market players must see a re-
turn on investments and offer an entire 
range of MRO services for all sizes of 
airline fleets. 

Fixed-base operators
A fixed-base operator (FBO) are MRO 

service providers usually located at 
large, non-commercial airports, sup-
porting the local aviation community. 
FBOs offer may offer full-service repairs 
for any aircraft on a station visit.  These 
facilities make up a small segment of 
the aviation MRO business and cater 
to a niche customer base including 
general aviation aircraft and smaller 
commercial airplanes. 

Independent MROs offer the full range 
of services to their clients and are an 
attractive option for large and small 
commercial airlines or corporate airline 
fleets to avail of their services instead 
of investing in their own MRO which 
may not be commercially viable for 
many. 

Military Facilities
Military MRO facilities provide 

services to helicopters and military 
aircraft, and must be highly specialised 
in their service offerings – servicing a 
wide variety of aircraft. Military MROs 
are equipped with aerospace ground 
equipment and military towing equip-
ment, and similar hardware and must 
be in a state of great readiness to offer 
military MRO services. These facilities 

are massive in size as they are equipped 
with a large amount of MRO assets to be 
able to serve cargo planes to helicop-
ters efficiently. 

Military MRO and are some of the 
largest purchasers of aerospace military 
ground support equipment (GSE), and 
generating revenue is not their busi-
ness model and operate in their own 
exclusive space. However, they are large 
consumers and handlers of military-
grade MRO equipment and are heavy-
duty service providers. 

Impetus for Aviation MRO Business in 
India  

As reported in the media in 2021, the 
Government had made a slew of an-
nouncements regarding aviation MRO 
policies to attract more investments for 
every aspect of the Maintenance, Repair 
and Overhaul (MRO) business. SOPs 
include attractive policies on leasing of 
land through open tenders and abolishing 
the royalty-based charges levied by AAI.

Furthermore, aviation MRO will be 
done for 30 years instead of the current 
short-term period of 3 to 5 years. AAI 
Royalty free land.

The Civil Aviation Ministry of India in 
their recent policy announcements on 

aviation MROs included the following 
Indian cities/airports. 

For both aircraft and helicopters, the 
Ministry has identified eight airports 
for attracting investments to set up 
MRO facilities - Begumpet (Telangana), 
Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), Chennai 
(Tamil Nadu), Chandigarh, Delhi, Juhu 
(Maharashtra), Kolkata (West Bengal) 
and Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh).

Expansion of MRO services in the age 
of e-commerce

FEAM Aero broke ground on its second 
widebody hangar at Cincinnati/North-
ern Kentucky International Airport in 
early November. 

The MRO says it needs to double 
capacity at the airport due to growing 
e-commerce demand and cargo fleets. 

It expects the $40.2 million hangar to 
be completed by the end of 2023.

The Aerospace and Defence MRO 
industry serve general aviation aircraft, 
business aircraft, helicopters, com-
mercial airline, military, or government, 
and the like and aircraft owners and 
operators rely on these numerous MROs 
for providing continuous and reliable 
operations- the very existence of their 
businesses.

The aircraft maintenance industry 
includes small repair stations found 
across the globe that provide services 
such as welding, plating, or non-de-
structive testing services, which require 
specialised equipment and being 
complex processes, need personnel 
with technical experience, and authori-
zations. There are larger repair stations 
that provide maintenance, repair, and 
overhaul services relating to specific 
types of components, such as avionics 
and electronics, mechanical actuators, 
or fuel systems. 

Then there are MROs that handle com-
plex jobs with components like retract-
able landing gear assemblies, recipro-
cating and turbine engines, or auxiliary 
power units. Finally, MROs provide 
maintenance services on aircraft of any 
type - such as aviation training aircraft, 
a business aircraft belonging to a corpo-
rate fleet, helicopters, or the commer-
cial passenger or cargo aircraft owned 
by airlines as also leasing companies. 
Every entity requires MRO services, is a 
customer 
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Image Credit: 100knots.com:  The location of the Kochi MRO facility at the Cochin Int’l Airport is strategic, given that Kochi has 
been a hub for leading carriers from the Middle East.

Image credit: Janes – Helicopter MRO in Uganda
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Triumph joins Moog to provide MRO support for 
Boeing 787 jets of Asia Pacific operator
The agreement, spanning five years, will be facilitated through Moog’s renowned Total Support Program 
and will cater to an Asia Pacific operator with a fleet of over 40 Boeing 787 aircraft.

Triumph Group, Inc. and Moog Inc. have recently announced 
a strategic partnership aimed at providing comprehensive 

maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) solutions for Boeing 
787 landing gear and cargo door actuation control systems. The 
agreement, spanning five years, will be facilitated through Moog’s 
renowned Total Support Program (MTS) and will cater to an Asia 
Pacific operator with a fleet of over 40 Boeing 787 aircraft.

Under this collaboration, Triumph Actuation Products & 
Services, a division of Triumph Group, will leverage its status 
as the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) of these 787 
products to deliver top-tier technical expertise and customer 
support. The MRO activities will be conducted at Triumph’s 
state-of-the-art facilities located in Clemmons, North Caro-
lina, and Yakima, Washington.

“TRIUMPH is uniquely positioned as the OEM manufacturer 
of these 787 products to provide the highest level of techni-
cal and customer MRO support,” said Mike Boland, President, 
TRIUMPH Actuation Products & Services. “As an industry 
leader in landing gear and cargo door actuation systems, we 
continue to expand our MRO relationship and partnership 
with Moog to provide comprehensive support to the 787 
fleet,” he further added.

Moog Inc., a globally recognized designer, manufacturer, 
and integrator of precision control components and systems, 
has a proven track record in delivering high-performance 

solutions across various industries. Their advanced systems 
effectively control a wide range of applications, including 
military and commercial aircraft, satellites, space vehicles, 
launch vehicles, and more. The Total Support Program offered 
by Moog will ensure comprehensive and reliable assistance 
to operators of commercial aircraft.

Triumph Actuation Products & Services holds a prominent 
position in the aerospace and defense sector, specializing in 
the design, development, manufacture, and support of com-
plex electro-hydraulic and mechanical systems and equip-
ment. Their extensive product portfolio includes actuators, 
pumps, motors, control valves, and other mechanical controls 
utilized in commercial and military aircraft. With ten manu-
facturing sites across North America and Europe, Triumph 
Actuation Products & Services provides global support to its 
esteemed clientele.

Headquartered in Radnor, Pennsylvania, Triumph Group is an 
industry-leading provider of aerospace and defense systems 
and components. Their comprehensive range of offerings 
encompasses design, engineering, manufacturing, repair, and 
overhaul services. This collaboration between Triumph Group 
and Moog Inc. showcases their commitment to elevating MRO 
capabilities in the aviation industry, reinforcing their role as 
trusted partners to aircraft operators seeking reliable and ef-
ficient support for their critical systems 
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CDB Aviation, a subsidiary of China 
Development Bank Financial Leas-

ing, has announced the successful 
re-delivery of China’s first converted 
Airbus A330-300 Passenger to Freighter 
(A330 P2F) aircraft on lease to Sichuan 
Airlines. The A330 underwent conver-
sion by Elbe Flugzeugwerke and Shang-
hai Technologies Aerospace Company, 
marking EFW’s first A330 P2F conver-
sion in China.

“This re-delivery marks a significant 
milestone for Sichuan Airlines and 
China as we see the outcome of intense 
work and collaboration resulting in the 
arrival of the country’s very first A330 
P2F,” asserted Jie Chen, Chief Executive 
Officer, CDB Aviation. “We are grateful 
to the Sichuan Airlines team for trusting 
CDB Aviation to be a partner in sup-
porting their innovative fleet strategy 
and for becoming our first A330 P2F 
customer in China. This aircraft will be 
a superb addition to their fleet as the 
airline continues to serve the country’s 
rapidly expanding air cargo market,” he 
further added.

Equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent 700 
engines, the freighter was delivered 
to Sichuan Airlines on May 15, 2023, 
becoming the airline’s first A330 P2F 
aircraft. Alongside the A330 P2F, CDB 
Aviation also has two A320 aircraft 
leased to the airline.

“To offer conversions in China, serv-
ing the high demand in this growing 

market, was an important strategic 
decision for EFW,” commented Jordi 
Boto, CEO, Elbe Flugzeugwerke GmbH. 
“We are very pleased to have success-
fully started this journey together with 
CDB Aviation, our first customer with 
A330 P2F conversions on three con-
tinents, and we are very grateful for 
the trust they placed in us. The A330 
P2F continues to gain traction as the 
preferred, next-generation medium 
widebody freighter. Westrategically 
positioned our platform to be at the 
forefront of the A330 P2F program. CDB 
Aviation’s team has worked admirably 
in advancing this delivery and related 
cargo program. We are very pleased 
with its accelerating momentum and 
look forward to expanding our freighter 
fleet in collaboration with our partners 
at Airbus, ST Engineering, and EFW,” he 
further added.

The A330 P2F is a highly sought-after 
next-generation aircraft in the rapidly 
growing medium widebody segment. 
CDB Aviation was among the first les-
sors to secure conversion commitments 
for the A330 P2F. Since entering the air 
cargo sector in 2022, CDB Aviation has 
contracted 14 A330 P2F conversions 
with EFW.

Jordi Boto, CEO of Elbe Flugzeugwer-
ke, highlighted the strategic decision to 
offer conversions in China to meet the 
high demand in this expanding market. 
Boto expressed satisfaction with the 

successful collaboration with CDB Avia-
tion and their trust in EFW as the first 
customer for A330 P2F conversions on 
three continents.

“We are very happy to build on our re-
lationship with CDB Aviation and thank 
CEO Jie Chen and his team for their 
work and cooperation in bringing this 
aircraft to market,” said Zuyi Shi, Chief 
Executive Officer, Sichuan Airlines. “The 
introduction of this A330 P2F will pro-
vide us more freighter capacity to meet 
the market requirement and further 
strengthen our development strategy in 
cargo business,” he further added.

Han Weimin, General Manager, Shang-
hai Technologies Aerospace Company 
Limited said, “We are very honored 
to do the first A330 P2F conversion 
in China. It is a big challenge to us. 
This first re-delivery is a milestone 
for STARCO and the Chinese aviation 
industry. We will continue to re-deliver 
more converted aircraft to Chinese and 
worldwide customers.”

In summary, CDB Aviation’s success-
ful re-delivery of China’s first A330 
P2F aircraft to Sichuan Airlines marks a 
significant achievement in the coun-
try’s aviation industry. The A330 P2F is 
set to enhance Sichuan Airlines’ cargo 
capabilities and support their strategic 
development plans. CDB Aviation, along 
with its partners, is poised to capitalize 
on the growing demand for next-gener-
ation medium widebody freighters 

Equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent 700 engines, the CDB Aviation Airbus A330-300 freighter was delivered 
to Sichuan Airlines on May 15, 2023, becoming the airline’s first A330 P2F jet.

CDB Aviation handover first Airbus A330 P2F in China 
to Sichuan Airlines
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ST Engineering and SF Airlines form a partnership 
to open airframe MRO JV in Hubei, China
The newly formed JVCo has a registered capital of RMB100 million (approximately S$19 million), with ST 
Engineering holding a 60% stake and SF Airlines owning the remaining 40%.

Singapore Technologies Engineering Ltd (ST Engineering) has 
announced the establishment of a joint venture company 

(JVCo) with SF Airlines Co., Ltd. (SF Airlines) in Ezhou, Hubei, Chi-
na. The newly formed JVCo has a registered capital of RMB100 
million (approximately S$19 million), with ST Engineering hold-
ing a 60% stake and SF Airlines owning the remaining 40%.

The purpose of the JVCo is to operate a greenfield airframe 
Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul (MRO) facility at Ezhou 
Huahu Airport. This facility will offer comprehensive MRO 
services to cargo and passenger airlines operating in the Asia 
region, including SF Airlines. The construction of the first 
hangar facility is anticipated to be completed by 2025.

The establishment of this JVCo aligns with ST Engineering’s 
strategic plans to expand its presence and capabilities in the 
Chinese market. By partnering with SF Airlines, ST Engineer-
ing aims to leverage their expertise and resources to swiftly 
establish a robust MRO operation in Ezhou.

Jeffrey Lam, President of Commercial Aerospace, ST Engi-

neering said, “China will be a strong growth driver for Asia’s 
commercial aerospace sector over the next decade. A pres-
ence in Hubei, China, will enhance our MRO network in Asia 
to better meet and capture the rising regional demand, while 
our strategic collaboration with an airline partner will enable 
us to start up a greenfield operation quickly.”

As the demand for MRO services continues to grow in the 
Asia region, the new airframe MRO facility in Ezhou will play 
a crucial role in meeting the industry’s requirements. The 
partnership between ST Engineering and SF Airlines brings 
together their combined strengths and positions them well to 
cater to the evolving needs of cargo and passenger airlines.

ST Engineering remains committed to expanding its MRO 
network and providing high-quality services to its custom-
ers in Asia and beyond. The establishment of the JVCo marks 
another milestone in the company’s strategic initiatives and 
reinforces its position as a leading player in the commercial 
aerospace sector 



www.mrobusinesstoday.com12 June 01, 2023

MRO NEWS

SMBC Aviation Capital handovers 
solo Airbus A320neo jet to 
Aegean Airlines
SMBC Aviation Capital has delivered a single Airbus A320neo jet 
equipped with two Pratt & Whitney PW1127GA-JM engines to Aegean 
Airlines, completing a sale and leaseback contract.

SMBC Aviation Capital, a leading 
aircraft leasing company, has an-

nounced the successful delivery of an 
Airbus A320neo aircraft (MSN 11469) 
to Aegean Airlines. This state-of-the-
art aircraft, equipped with two Pratt & 
Whitney PW1127GA-JM engines, marks 
the completion of a sale and leaseback 
transaction between SMBC Aviation 
Capital and Aegean Airlines.

The delivery took place at the Airbus 
facilities in Toulouse, France, where the 
aircraft and its engines were meticulous-
ly prepared for handover. This milestone 
delivery highlights the strong partner-
ship between SMBC Aviation Capital 
and Aegean Airlines, solidifying their 
commitment to providing exceptional 
services and cutting-edge aviation solu-
tions.

The Airbus A320neo is renowned for 
its advanced technology and superior 
fuel efficiency, making it an ideal choice 
for modern airlines. Aegean Airlines, a 

prominent carrier in Greece, will benefit 
greatly from the enhanced performance 
and eco-friendly features of this aircraft. 
The A320neo’s innovative design and 
state-of-the-art engines contribute to 
reduced emissions and noise levels, 
aligning with Aegean Airlines’ commit-
ment to sustainable aviation practices.

This delivery signifies the comple-
tion of a comprehensive agreement 
between SMBC Aviation Capital and 
Aegean Airlines, encompassing a total 
of six A320/A321neo units. Through this 
sale and leaseback transaction, Aegean 
Airlines can focus on its core operations 
while relying on SMBC Aviation Capital’s 
expertise in aircraft leasing and fleet 
management.

The collaboration between SMBC 
Aviation Capital and Aegean Airlines 
underscores the importance of strategic 
partnerships within the aviation indus-
try. By leveraging the strengths and 
capabilities of both companies, this suc-

cessful transaction showcases the value 
and efficiency achieved through such 
collaborations.

SMBC Aviation Capital remains 
dedicated to supporting its customers 
by providing them with cutting-edge 
aircraft solutions that meet their op-
erational needs and fuel their growth. 
With a global fleet of over 400 aircraft, 
SMBC Aviation Capital continues to be a 
trusted partner in the aviation leasing in-
dustry, offering a wide range of flexible 
leasing options and superior customer 
service.

As the aviation industry evolves and 
demands more sustainable practices 
increase, partnerships like the one be-
tween SMBC Aviation Capital and Aegean 
Airlines play a vital role in driving inno-
vation and promoting environmentally 
responsible operations. The delivery of 
the final A320neo unit solidifies this col-
laboration’s success and positions both 
companies for continued growth and 
success in the dynamic aviation market.

In conclusion, SMBC Aviation Capital’s 
delivery of the Airbus A320neo aircraft 
to Aegean Airlines marks the success-
ful completion of a sale and leaseback 
transaction. This achievement highlights 
the commitment to excellence and 
innovation shared by both companies 
and reinforces their position as industry 
leaders in providing advanced aviation 
solutions 
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Pilatus delivers 2,000th PC-12 jet to PlaneSense
Equipped with the Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6 turboprop engine, the Pilatus PC-12 delivered to Plane-
Sense contributes to sustainability efforts with its ability to run on SAF.

Pilatus, the renowned Swiss aircraft 
manufacturer, celebrated a sig-

nificant milestone as it handed over its 
2,000th PC-12 aircraft to PlaneSense, 
its longstanding customer based in the 
United States. The momentous occa-
sion was commemorated with a grand 
ceremony at Pilatus’ headquarters in 
Stans, Switzerland, attended by more 
than 2,000 employees. This event not 
only marked the delivery of the land-
mark aircraft but also highlighted the 
enduring partnership between Pilatus 
and PlaneSense.

PlaneSense has been specializing in 
fractional aircraft ownership since 1995 
and currently operates a fleet of 43 
PC-12s and eleven PC-24s. The company 
and its clients have expressed unwaver-
ing confidence in Pilatus and its aircraft. 

The longstanding collaboration between 
PlaneSense and Pilatus has fostered a 
productive dialogue that has contributed 
to the continuous improvement of the 
PC-12 and the PlaneSense program.

George Antoniadis, Founder, President 
and CEO, PlaneSense said, “We are 
honoured to receive the 2,000th PC-12. 
We took delivery of our first PC-12, the 
20th built, in 1995. This unique aircraft 
constitutes the backbone of our opera-
tion and has been an important part of 
the success of the PlaneSense program. 
Over the years, the mutual respect of our 
companies has supported a productive 
dialogue contributing to the improve-
ment of the PC-12 and the PlaneSense 
program. Our clients have enjoyed the 
aircraft’s versatility, reliability, comfort, 
and efficiency for 28 years. Our partner-

ship with Pilatus has been incredibly 
valuable and we look forward to expand-
ing it further in the years to come.”

The PC-12, known as “The Leader Made 
in Switzerland,” has firmly established 
itself as the world’s best-selling single-
engine turboprop aircraft in its class. It 
has undergone continuous development 
since its inception, with the latest model, 
the PC-12 NGX, launched in 2019, rep-
resenting the state of the art. Equipped 
with the highly reliable Pratt & Whitney 
Canada PT6 turboprop engine, the PC-12 
is not only safe but also contributes to 
sustainability efforts with its ability to 
run on Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF).

Markus Bucher, CEO, Pilatus said, “Year 
after year, our PC-12 is, and will remain, 
the world’s best-selling single-engine 
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EFW secures validation of its STC approval 
for Airbus A330P2F jet from China
The CAAC certification applies to EFW’s A330 Passenger-to-Freighter aircraft conversion program, which 
includes two variants, the Airbus A330-200 and the A330-300 aircraft.

Elbe Flugzeugwerke GmbH (EFW), a 
joint venture between ST Engineer-

ing and Airbus and a center of excel-
lence for Airbus Passenger-to-Freighter 
(P2F) conversions, has achieved a sig-
nificant milestone with the validation 
of its Supplement Type Certification 
(V-STC) by the Civil Aviation Administra-
tion of China (CAAC). The certification 
applies to EFW’s A330 Passenger-to-
Freighter (P2F) aircraft conversion 
program, which includes two variants, 
the A330-200 and the A330-300. 
This achievement coincided with the 
delivery of the first-ever A330 freighter 
converted in China to CDB Aviation for 
leasing to Sichuan Airlines in April.

The validation of the V-STC by the Chi-
nese authorities is an important step for 
EFW, as it allows customers with Airbus 
A330 aircraft registered in China to eas-
ily undergo conversions under the EFW 
program. This development strengthens 
EFW’s collaboration with Chinese part-
ners and opens up new opportunities in 
the growing Chinese market.

Jordi Boto, CEO, Elbe Flugzeugwerke 
GmbH said, “Offering conversions in 
China to serve the high demand in this 
growing market was an important strate-
gic decision for EFW. We are very pleased 
to have successfully started this journey 

together with CDB Aviation, our first 
customer with A330P2F conversions on 
three continents, and we are very grateful 
for the trust they have placed in us.”

The A330P2F aircraft for CDB Aviation 
underwent conversion at ST Engineer-
ing’s airframe facility in Shanghai, 
Shanghai Technologies Aerospace Com-
pany, marking EFW’s first-ever A330P2F 
conversion in China. The A330P2F 
program has gained popularity as the 
preferred next-generation platform 
in the medium to widebody category, 
meeting the strong market demand for 
Airbus freighter conversions.

To cater to the increasing demand for 
Airbus freighter conversions, EFW and ST 
Engineering have established a total of 
nine conversion sites worldwide in recent 
years. These sites enable the ramping up 
of total conversion capacity for all Airbus 
P2F programs, including the A330P2F, 
A320P2F, and A321P2F. In addition to 

Shanghai, China is also home to other 
conversion sites, such as Chengdu for 
A330P2F and Guangzhou and Tianjin for 
A321P2F, the latter being a third-party 
conversion site operated by Haite.

EFW’s A330P2F program is the result 
of collaboration between EFW, ST 
Engineering, and Airbus. EFW holds 
the Supplemental Type Certificate and 
leads in the overall program as well 
as marketing and sales efforts. The 
A330P2F program offers two variants, 
the A330-200P2F and A330-300P2F, 
both equipped with advanced technolo-
gy that provides airlines with additional 
operational and economic benefits. The 
A330-200P2F can carry a gross payload 
of up to 60 tons over a range of more 
than 7,700 km, while the larger A330-
300P2F can carry a gross payload of up 
to 62 tons and a containerized volume 
of approximately 18,581 ft3 (526 m3).

With the successful validation of the V-
STC by the CAAC, EFW is well-positioned 
to meet the increasing demand for ef-
ficient and reliable freighter conversions 
in China. This achievement further solidi-
fies EFW’s position as a leading provider 
of Airbus P2F conversions and reinforces 
its commitment to delivering innovative 
solutions to meet the evolving needs of 
the global aviation industry 

turboprop aircraft in its class with a 
pressurized cabin.” We have continu-
ally developed our bestseller over the 
years and the current PC-12 is state 
of the art. “Today, I’m very proud that 
I and my team are able to hand over 
the 2000th PC-12 to our exceptionally 
loyal and faithful customer PlaneSense. 
PlaneSense is an important part of the 
PC-12’s history, demonstrating day in, 
day out, that our proven, reliable, and 
safe aircraft is ideally suited to the most 
demanding of missions. Quite simply, it’s 
the best aircraft in its class!”

The event organized by Pilatus was also 
an opportunity to express appreciation 

to the dedicated employees who con-
tribute to the success of the company, 
the PC-12, and its customers. The hando-
ver of the 2,000th PC-12 represents a 
remarkable achievement for Pilatus and 
reaffirms the trust placed in their aircraft 

by esteemed customers like PlaneSense. 
The continued success and global pres-
ence of the PC-12 solidify its position as 
a leader in the aviation industry, recog-
nized for its performance, reliability, and 
safety features 

Cont Page 13
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Lufthansa Technik introduces VIP cabin design for 
the Boeing BBJ 777-9 business jet
The Lufthansa Technik cabin on Boeing BBJ 777-9, features traditional Middle Eastern cultural elements 
with a contemporary twist and redefines luxury and comfort in VIP aviation.

Lufthansa Technik, a leading provider of aircraft maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul services, has recently provided a sneak 

peek into their revolutionary VIP cabin design for the Boeing BBJ 
777-9 aircraft. This cutting-edge design, incorporating tradition-
al Middle Eastern cultural elements with a contemporary twist, 
aims to redefine luxury and comfort in VIP aviation.

The standout feature of this exceptional design is the VVIP 
section located at the front of the aircraft. It showcases a 
unique private bedroom that is expandable and highly func-
tional, offering unrivaled privacy and convenience. While the 
detailed design of this remarkable bedroom will be unveiled 
later this year, it is set to redefine the concept of luxury in 
airborne accommodations.

Dividing the private section from the rest of the aircraft, a 
spacious office and reception area provide an ideal space for 
conducting business affairs or hosting dignitaries. The cabin 
further boasts a large majlis, with a design that flows harmo-
niously throughout, reflecting the rich heritage of the Middle 
East with a contemporary touch.

Jan Grube, Sales Director in VIP & Special Mission Aircraft 
Services, Lufthansa Technik said, “We are thrilled to unveil 
first insights into this new VIP cabin design for the BBJ 777-9. 
Our team’s mission was to create a cabin that is both func-

tional and beautiful, while also meeting the unique needs of 
our VIP clients in the Middle East. We are confident that this 
cabin design will set a new standard for VIP aviation, and we 
look forward to bringing it to market.”

Notably, the cabin’s rear section has been meticulously de-
signed to cater to the needs of entourage delegations, ensur-
ing both style and convenience during official missions. The 
implementation of a special light and window shade concept 
throughout the cabin creates an ambiance reminiscent of a 
personal living room rather than an aircraft at an altitude of 
30,000 feet. This feature is particularly crucial for an ultra-
long-range aircraft, providing passengers with a relaxing and 
luxurious travel experience.

What sets this cabin design apart is its use of native aircraft 
data provided by Boeing, ensuring 100 percent accuracy in 
dimensions and space. This meticulous attention to detail 
guarantees the feasibility and functionality of the design.

With the vast space available on the BBJ 777-9, Lufthansa 
Technik’s cabin design takes full advantage of this opportuni-
ty, prioritizing versatility and multifunctionality. The compa-
ny’s innovative approach maximizes both space and comfort, 
creating an atmosphere that seamlessly blends elegance and 
functionality 
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We had the opportunity to have a conversation with 
Lee Kelsey, the Sales Director of Farsound Aviation, a 
leading company in the aviation industry. Farsound is 
currently experiencing a period of remarkable growth, 
expanding its global operations to meet the increasing 
demand in the market. With recent developments such 
as the opening of a new headquarters in the UK and 
a facility in Spain, as well as plans to open a state-
of-the-art facility in the USA, Farsound is positioning 
itself as a key player in the aviation sector.
During the interview, Lee Kelsey emphasized 
Farsound’s dedication to sustainability, with initiatives 
ranging from eco-friendly packaging to transitioning 
their sales team’s vehicles to hybrid or fully electric 
models. Lastly, Lee Kelsey shared exciting news 
about Farsound’s participation in the upcoming Paris 
Airshow. As an exhibitor, Farsound will showcase 
their specialized aviation and MRO supply chain and 
logistics services, providing a platform to connect with 
customers and industry professionals from around 
the world. More from Lee Kelsey, Sales Director 
of Farsound Aviation, in conversation with MRO 
Business Today. Read On……... 

Farsound 
Aviation: 
Soaring to 
New Heights 
in Global 
Expansion and 
Sustainability

Q - Farsound is currently expanding its global operations to 
meet demand?
A - Farsound is currently undergoing a very exciting period of 
growth, with expansion happening in the UK, US and across 
Europe.

In April of this year, the Farsound team moved into their new 
58,000 sq.ft. headquarters in Essex in the UK.  The state-of-the 
art facility has been designed and built entirely from scratch. The 
building, which is considerably bigger than Farsound’s previous 
HQ, has capacity for expansion, with scope to add mezzanine 
floors and additional facilities as the company grows and recruits 
more people across all departments and disciplines.

 The new HQ building has been designed with sustainability and 
eco-friendly construction at its heart. Solar panels on the roof 
provide electricity for power and lighting, EV charge points are in-
stalled in the car park for electric vehicles, and reclaimed greywa-
ter will be used for flushing toilets. Meanwhile, staff comfort and 
good quality working conditions are also key factors, with many 
aspects of the new building designed to encourage a collaborative 
culture. Inside, the layout is open plan to allow for flexible work-
ing. An on-site canteen provides nutritious meals, while relaxation 
spaces, games rooms, gym facilities, yoga areas and attractive 
décor are all designed to enhance the working experience and 
support the health and wellbeing of Farsound staff.

Technology also plays a large part in the new facility with a 
focus on the latest IT and logistics systems. For example, the 
operations area in the new HQ building includes a £1.2 million 
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robotic system for the automatic pick-
ing of aerospace parts.

Farsound also recently expanded its 
operations in Spain with the opening of 
a new facility close to Madrid-Barajas 
Airport to serve its airline customer 
Iberia.

The new building has been adapted 
specifically for the purpose. The team 
based there will supply and maintain 
key components for aero engines for 
Iberia’s fleet of aircraft. Close proximity 
to Iberia’s operational airport base is 
just one of the many benefits that the 
new facilities will bring to Farsound, 
along with additional space, staff and 
resources to service new customers 
across Europe in the future.

Being nearer to Iberia maintenance, 
means our dedicated team can work 
more closely with them. We can provide 
the exact type and scope of aero engine 
parts, supply chain logistics and MRO 
services Iberia requires, exactly when 
they need it.

Q - Farsound will be opening a new 
facility in the USA this Summer?
A - Farsound is pleased to announce the 
opening of its new state-of-the-art facil-
ity in San Antonio, Texas this summer.

The new premises in San Antonio will 
serve as a base for all Farsound’s activi-
ties in the Americas from bespoke MRO 

supply chain services to aero engine 
parts logistics. The initial facility will 
occupy approximately 28,000 square 
feet of specialist warehousing and of-
fice facilities.

This exciting expansion follows the 
appointment of new Farsound President 
USA, Matt Berkebile, who will be based 
out of the new facility. Matt will oversee 
exciting plans for growth across the US 
region to develop Farsound’s reputation 
and market reach in the lucrative global 
MRO and aviation sectors.

Opening this exciting new facility in 
San Antonio is an enormous milestone 
for Farsound. It supports our ambi-
tious plans to strengthen our presence 
in the US market and grow our reputa-
tion for excellence, customer service 
and innovation in the global aviation 
industry.

Q - Farsound has launched a new kit-
ting cabinet?
A - Yes – our new multi capacity kitting 
cabinet has been designed to meet 
our customers demands. Supplying 
advanced kitting solutions directly to 
the assembly line. Each cabinet is fully 
customised around unique workflows.

 
Q - What is the importance of sustain-
ability at Farsound?
A - We have been implementing greener 

ways of doing business over the last 
few years.

 We achieved our ISO14001 and as 
part of obtaining that approval we set 
about looking at all of our packaging 
to become more eco-friendly. That was 
from boxes to bags, to literally every-
thing involved with our parts going out 
the door.

 All our Sales team company ve-
hicles are now hybrid or fully electric. 
We’ve got charging points installed 
so whoever’s got either a plugin or a 
fully electric car is allowed to plug in 
and charge their vehicles, to try and 
encourage more team members to go 
towards electric. We have recently 
introduced a Bike To Work scheme for 
those members that live close to the 
Head Office.

   
Q - Will Farsound be attending the Paris 
Airshow in June?
A -  Farsound is delighted to be exhib-
iting at the 2023 Paris Airshow once 
again this summer. We will showcase 
our suite of specialist aviation and MRO 
supply chain and logistics services. The 
team are looking forward to connecting 
with customers from across Europe and 
to meeting new contacts in the interna-
tional aviation sphere.

You can meet the Farsound team in the 
UK Pavilion - Stand G156 - Hall 2B.
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Deutsche Aircraft begins construction of Final Assembly 
Line for the latest D328eco jet at Leipzig/Halle Airport
The new Deutsche Aircraft assembly line at Leipzig/Halle Airport will focus on the digitalization and 
efficiency of automated transport systems, and 3D model-supported production.

Deutsche Aircraft’s management 
team, at Leipzig, Germany along 

with stakeholders and representatives 
from Leipzig/Halle Airport, the German 
government, and the Free State of Sax-
ony, gathered for the ground-breaking 
ceremony of the highly anticipated 
aircraft assembly line for the innovative 
D328eco, a 40-seat turboprop aircraft.

Leipzig, with its strong infrastructure, 
ample space, and skilled workforce, 
was chosen as the ideal location for the 
assembly line, thanks to the strategic 
alignment of Deutsche Aircraft and 
Leipzig/Halle Airport, supported by the 
Free State of Saxony. Saxony has a rich 
heritage in aircraft construction, which 
Deutsche Aircraft aims to build upon.

Nico Neumann, the Chief Operating 
Officer of Deutsche Aircraft, expressed 
his pride in the construction of the cut-
ting-edge and environmentally friendly 
final assembly line. The assembly line 
will adhere to the highest industry stan-
dards and sustainability principles.

Nico Neumann, the Chief Operating 
Officer, Deutsche Aircraft, stating, “At 
Deutsche Aircraft, we take great pride in 
the construction of our state-of-the-art 
and climate-friendly final assembly line.”

Background information German Air-
craft Final Assembly Line

-100% climate-friendly
 Ó CO2-neutral energy concept – use 

of renewable energy
 Ó Solar power through photovoltaics 

on the roof (750 kW/p.a.)
 Ó Use of efficient heat pumps
 Ó Energy storage can be optionally 

integrated: smart grid batteries or 
hydrogen fuel cell

 Ó Green deck on all buildings
 Ó Wood-concrete hybrid construction 

for administration building
 Ó Electric charging stations for cars 

and bicycles using energy from PV 
Dave Jackson, the CEO of Deutsche 

Aircraft said, “This is a key milestone 
in our D328eco program, and we are 
pleased to take this step following our 
program objectives.”

Recognizing the strategic importance 
of Deutsche Aircraft in the aviation in-
dustry, Dr. Anna Christmann, the Federal 
Government Coordinator of German 
Aerospace, highlighted the German 
government’s support.

Dr. Anna Christmann, the Federal 
Government Coordinator of German 
Aerospace, Germany said, “For the Ger-
man government, Deutsche Aircraft is 
a strategic partner for the sustainable 
development of the aviation industry. 
The D328eco is an important industrial 
policy project for the German govern-
ment.”

Background information German Air-
craft Final Assembly Line

-100% digital

 Ó Paperless production throughout 
all processes

 Ó Automated and driverless transport 
systems

 Ó Automated parts and tool storage
 Ó 3D model-supported production 

with the possibility of AR (augmented 
reality) 
Michael Kretschmer, Prime Minister, 

the Free State of Saxony said, “The 
establishment of Deutsche Aircraft at 
Leipzig Airport is a great success and 
underscores Saxony’s attractiveness as 
a business location. For the first time 
since reunification, a final assembly line 
for aircraft construction is being built 
in the new federal states. As an aircraft 
manufacturer, Deutsche Aircraft will 
strengthen the aerospace industry in 
Saxony and complement the excellent 
research facilities, supplier compa-
nies and maintenance and conversion 
experts in the Free State. Up to 350 new 
jobs will be created at Leipzig Airport 
with state-of-the-art and, more im-
portantly, climate-friendly production 
conditions.”

The new assembly line at Leipzig/Halle 
Airport solidifies the airport’s position as 
a champion of sustainable aviation. With 
a focus on digitalization and efficiency, 
the assembly line will adopt paperless 
production processes, automated trans-
port systems, and 3D model-supported 
production. It will also feature state-of-
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the-art manufacturing tools and opti-
mized process flows, tailored specifically 
for the D328eco.

Background information German Air-
craft Final Assembly Line

-100% modern + lean
 Ó Newly designed, efficient manufac-

turing tools (e.g. for the fuselage)
 Ó Use of energy-efficient battery 

tools
 Ó Optimal process flows (digitally 

designed and supported)
 Ó Production line tailored to D328e-

co
 Ó New generation integral factory 

planning
 Ó Glass factory with the possibility 

for customers to visit the production 
line

 Ó Expansion options planned for the 
site
Spanning approximately 62,000 

square meters, the assembly line will 
have a production capacity of forty-
eight D328eco aircraft per year. In 

addition to the production hall, the 
facility will include a hangar for aircraft 
delivery, a logistics center, and an 
administration building. Sebastian 
Böhnl, the Director of Infrastructure 
and Digitalization at Deutsche Aircraft, 
highlighted the assembly line’s commit-
ment to being carbon-neutral.

Sebastian Böhnl, the Director of Infra-
structure and Digitalization at Deutsche 
Aircraft said, “The assembly line is de-
signed to be completely CO2-neutral.” 
The production facility will incorporate 
various sustainable practices, including 
solar power generation, heat pumps, 
energy storage options, green spaces on 
the roof, and electric charging stations.

-Key specifications
 Ó 62,000 sqm site (about twice the 

area of the Lincoln MemorialReflecting 
Pool)

 Ó Final Assembly Line (FAL) and 
Flight Readiness Hangar (FR)

 Ó Logistics Centre (LSC) and Adminis-

tration Building
 Ó Production capacity for forty-eight 

D328eco aircraft per year
 Ó 250–350 new employees
 Ó Investment: >100 million EUR 

Götz Ahmelmann, the CEO, Mittel-
deutsche Flughafen AG said, “Deutsche 
Aircraft’s new assembly line at Leipzig/
Halle Airport will make our airport one 
of the beacons of sustainable aviation.”

The construction of the assembly line 
will create 250–350 new jobs at Leipzig 
Airport, fostering the growth of the aero-
space industry in Saxony and contribut-
ing to the region’s already flourishing re-
search facilities, supplier companies, and 
maintenance and conversion expertise.

The investment in this groundbreak-
ing project exceeds 100 million EUR, 
demonstrating Deutsche Aircraft’s 
commitment to innovation, sustain-
ability, and the future of aviation. As 
Deutsche Aircraft breaks ground on this 
state-of-the-art assembly line, it marks 
a significant milestone 
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Embraer to provide nine E190-E2 
jets to Scoot
Singapore Airlines has signed a lease agreement with Azorra for nine Embraer E190-E2 planes, with 
the first delivery scheduled for 2024.

Embraer has announced that Scoot, 
the low-cost subsidiary of Singapore 

Airlines, has announced its selection 
of the Embraer E190-E2 aircraft as part 
of its growth strategy in the region. 
The airline has signed a lease agree-
ment with Azorra for nine E190-E2 
planes, with the first delivery scheduled 
for 2024. This move allows Scoot to 
enhance its fleet with the quietest and 
most fuel-efficient aircraft under 150 
seats.

The E190-E2 belongs to Embraer’s 
E-Jets E2 family, which has been in 
service since 2018. The aircraft offers 
superior environmental efficiency, 
operating performance, and pas-
senger comfort. With its advanced 
aerodynamics, innovative wing design, 
and new technologies, the E190-E2 
reduces carbon emissions and fuel 
burn by 25% compared to the previ-
ous generation E-Jets.

Leslie Thng, CEO, Scoot said, “The 
agreement to include nine new E190-E2 
aircraft in our fleet allows us to con-
tinue operating a modern and fuel-
efficient fleet, and support our network 
growth strategy by serving thinner 
routes to non-metro destinations out 
of Singapore. As the first Singapor-

ean carrier to operate the E2s, we are 
excited to be working with our partners 
at Embraer to improve our network con-
nectivity and increase travel options for 
our customers.”

Embraer is committed to contribut-
ing to the aviation industry’s goal of 
achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. 
The company aims to be carbon-neutral 
by 2040, achieve carbon-neutral growth 
from 2022, and increase the use of sus-
tainable aviation fuel (SAF) in its opera-
tions. Embraer plans to implement 25% 
SAF usage by 2040 and rely on 100% 
renewable energy sources by 2030.

“We are thrilled to support Scoot and 
its exciting expansion plan to serve 
more short and medium haul flights 
across Southeast Asia”, said John 
Evans, CEO, Azorra. “Scoot’s selection 
of the E2 is a resounding endorsement 
of Embraer’s E2 product line and the 
crossover segment.  With the addition 
of E2s, Scoot becomes the first Singa-
pore-based airline to operate crossover 
aircraft, demonstrating the emerging 
capacity rationalization trend amongst 
operators globally,” he further added.

The E195-E2, the largest aircraft in the 
E-Jets E2 family, has already been certi-
fied for operations using SAF blends of 

up to 50%. In a significant step toward 
emissions reduction and sustainability, 
the aircraft successfully completed 
a test flight using 100% SAF in June 
2022.

Arjan Meijer, CEO, Embraer Commer-
cial Aviation, said, “We welcome Scoot 
as the region’s first major operator of 
the E2. The team at our APAC headquar-
ters in Singapore is proud to support 
the airline in its quest to enhance 
connectivity and growth in the region, 
supporting the further development of 
its Singapore hub. This is the value the 
E2 brings to airlines – complementing 
larger narrowbodies to grow and main-
tain networks. Passengers will enjoy the 
unique comfort of Embraer’s signature 
two by two seat configuration and mod-
ern interior. Work is already underway 
to prepare for the aircraft’s entry into 
service.”

Embraer’s track record of success 
with the first-generation E-Jets, which 
continue to operate worldwide, under-
scores the maturity and reliability of 
the E2 aircraft. The company remains 
dedicated to developing innovative 
products, solutions, and technologies 
to shape the future of aviation and con-
tribute to a greener industry 

AGREEMENTS
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HAECO Hong Kong signs base 
maintenance agreement to 
support Finnair Airbus fleet

Aside from base maintenance 
support, HAECO Hong Kong 
also collaborates with HAECO 
Cabin Solutions to provide cabin 
interiors support for the Finnair 
fleet.

HAECO Hong Kong, a member of the 
HAECO Group, has announced an ex-

tension of its base maintenance support 
for Finnair’s Airbus A330 and A350 fleet 
until 2026. The initial maintenance agree-
ment was established in 2008, and since 
then, HAECO Hong Kong has successfully 
completed over 100 maintenance inputs 
for Finland’s national carrier.

Aside from base maintenance support, 
HAECO Hong Kong also collaborates 
with HAECO Cabin Solutions to pro-
vide cabin interiors support to Finnair. 
Since 2021, both companies have been 
working on the long-haul cabin retrofit 
program for Finnair’s Airbus A330 and 
A350 fleets. This partnership ensures 
that Finnair’s cabins are updated to 
meet the latest standards and enhance 
the passenger experience.

During an extended agreement signing 
ceremony held in Helsinki, Gerald Stein-
hoff, Chief Commercial Officer of HAECO, 
congratulated Finnair on its 100th an-
niversary and expressed appreciation for 
the longstanding and trusted relation-
ship between the two companies.

Gerald Steinhoff, Chief Commercial 
Officer, HAECO said, “Finnair is our valu-
able customer, and we are very pleased 
to be able to extend our maintenance 
support to their A330 and A350 fleet 
in the coming years. Finnair is also 
highly regarded by us for their ambi-
tious continuous improvement and high 
operational standards. Our partnership 
has now moved beyond maintenance 
services as Finnair comes on board as 
a pilot customer for HAECO’s digital 
transformation program. We look for-
ward to this exciting collaboration and 
opportunity to learn from each other.”

In celebration of Finnair’s 100th 
anniversary, the airline has unveiled 
a special centenary livery on two of 
its Airbus A350 widebody aircraft. 
The livery features beloved Moomin 
characters, Moomintroll and Snork-
maiden, sharing a heartwarming hug. 
The livery makeover was carried out 
at HAECO Hong Kong, and the aircraft 
now operate on Finnair’s extensive 
global network.

“We value our relationship with 

HAECO, and the extension of our base 
maintenance agreement will ensure 
continued safe and reliable operations 
for our wide-body Airbus fleet. HAECO 
is a flexible and capable organisation 
that has shown its capability to renew in 
changing business environment. A posi-
tive, open dialogue allows for produc-
tive work to be carried out in coopera-
tion with mutual benefit,” said Juha 
Ojala, Senior Vice President Technical 
Operations, Finnair.

The extended base maintenance sup-
port agreement between HAECO Hong 
Kong and Finnair reflects the mutual 
trust and commitment between the 
two companies. It not only guarantees 
the continued safety and reliability of 
Finnair’s Airbus fleet but also show-
cases HAECO’s expertise and ability to 
adapt to evolving industry needs. With 
Finnair also participating in HAECO’s 
digital transformation program, the 
collaboration between the two compa-
nies is set to further advance innova-
tion and operational excellence in the 
aviation industry 

In celebration of Finnair’s 100th anniversary, the airline has unveiled a 
special centenary livery on two of its Airbus A350 widebody aircraft.



www.mrobusinesstoday.com22 June 01, 2023

AGREEMENTS

Embraer and Azorra Seal Deal to deliver eight new 
E2 aircraft to Royal Jordanian Airlines

Embraer and commercial aviation 
lessor Azorra have announced a 

significant aircraft deal with Royal 
Jordanian Airlines, Jordan’s flag carrier. 
The agreement entails the introduction 
of eight aircraft, including the E190-E2 
and E195-E2, into the airline’s fleet, 
with deliveries scheduled to commence 
in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Samer Majali, Vice Chairman and CEO, 
Royal Jordanian Airlines said, “Follow-
ing extensive feasibility studies, RJ 
selected Embraer’s E2 as the best fit 
for its financial objectives and network 
strategy. RJ has been operating Embraer 
aircraft for 15 years, and the E2 reduces 
the investment cost of pilot training and 
spare parts provisioning significantly, 
whilst also lowering crew scheduling 
and maintenance costs. The aircraft also 
provides 25% fuel savings compared 
to current aircraft, resulting in operat-
ing cost savings as well as significant 
carbon emissions reductions supporting 
the airline’s environmental strategy and 
targets. We are also pleased to, once 
again, work with the Azorra team. We 
appreciate their confidence in RJ and 
the E2.”

The deal encompasses four E190-E2 
and four E195-E2 commercial aircraft, 
valued at $635 million according to the 

list price. Six of the aircraft, comprising 
four E190-E2 and two E195-E2, origi-
nate from Azorra’s existing backlog with 
Embraer. The remaining two E195-E2s 
are firm orders directly from the airline, 
undisclosed until Embraer’s fourth-
quarter 2022 backlog.

“We are delighted to welcome Royal 
Jordanian as Azorra’s newest E2 cus-
tomer, continuing our team’s longstand-
ing relationship with the airline that 
began with a single Embraer E175 well 
over a decade ago. Royal Jordanian’s se-
lection of the E2 underscores our belief 
that it is a natural next step for existing 
E1 operators, providing next generation 
economic and environmental efficien-
cies, while maintaining the familiarity 
and dependability offered by Embraer,” 
said John Evans, Chief Executive Officer, 
Azorra.

Royal Jordanian Airlines had previous-
ly revealed its intentions to expand its 
fleet with new-generation aircraft, and 
the E2 series was chosen due to its ex-
ceptional performance and operational 
efficiency. The selection aligns with the 
airline’s strategic goals of fleet renewal 
and growth for destinations within the 
Levant region. By offering improved 
connectivity and positioning Amman as 
a premier gateway to the Levant, Royal 

Jordanian aims to enhance its status as 
the preferred airline in the area.

Arjan Meijer, CEO, Embraer Commer-
cial Aviation, said, “We are honored to 
be selected by Royal Jordanian Air-
lines to provide the next generation of 
regional aircraft, a central part of the 
airline’s major fleet modernization plan. 
The E2 family of advanced-generation 
jets offer the quietest, lowest polluting, 
and most fuel-efficient aircraft in the 
under 150-seat market. We are proud 
to continue our long association with 
Royal Jordanian, and welcome Azorra, 
who are extremely active in our market, 
to yet another Embraer deal.”

The E195-E2 will feature 12 pas-
sengers in Crown Class and 108 in 
Economy, while the smaller E190-E2 
will offer the same number of Crown 
Class seats and 80 in Economy. All air-
craft will include Embraer’s signature 
‘no middle seat’ 2×2 seating, business 
class seats with a generous 53-inch 
legroom, new slimline seats in the 
economy cabin, and extra-large over-
head bins. Passengers will also enjoy 
mood lighting, leather seats, wireless 
connectivity for entertainment, and 
full internet browsing and communica-
tion capability with ground networks 
during flight 

Embraer and Azorra contract entails the introduction of eight jets, including the E190-E2 and E195-E2, 
into Royal Jordanian Airlines fleet, with first delivery in the fourth quarter of 2023.
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TrueNoord to deliver two Embraer E190 aircraft to 
Helvetic Airways

TrueNoord, the specialist regional 
aircraft lessor, has finalized a sig-

nificant lease agreement with Helvetic 
Airways AG of Switzerland, securing two 
Embraer E190 aircraft on three-year 
operating lease agreements. These 
aircraft, with MSNs 19000603 and 
19000607, will be stationed in Zurich 
and operate on routes across Europe. 
The leasing arrangement allows for the 
flexibility of providing ACMI services 
to airlines, and tour operators, as well 
as supporting Helvetic Airways’ own 
scheduled operations.

Tobias Pogorevc, CEO of Helvetic Air-
ways said, “These additional availabili-
ties allow Helvetic Airways to maintain 

a stable flight schedule even under the 
current challenging conditions and to 
guarantee customers a high level of 
reliability, punctuality and planning 
certainty,” says Helvetic Airways CEO 
Tobias Pogorevc. TrueNoord specializes 
in regional aircraft and is therefore an 
ideal partner for Helvetic Airways. The 
two modern Embraer E190s are the 
perfect addition to our fleet.”

The addition of these two aircraft to 
Helvetic Airways’ existing fleet of 18 
aircraft, including four Embraer E195-
E2s, eight E190-E2s, and six E190s, 
further strengthens the airline’s capac-
ity and operational capabilities. By in-
tegrating the Embraer E190s into their 

network, Helvetic Airways can maintain 
a stable flight schedule, ensuring a 
high level of reliability, punctuality, and 
planning certainty for their customers.

“Despite the supply chain and MRO 
challenges, TrueNoord is able to make 
these regional aircraft available to Hel-
vetic Airways just in time for the peak 
summer travel period” said, Ahmed Ali, 
Sales Manager – Europe, TrueNoord.

This collaboration aligns with Helvetic 
Airways’ commitment to providing 
exceptional service and enhancing its 
operational efficiency. Despite the chal-
lenges faced within the supply chain 
and MRO sector, TrueNoord successfully 

The TrueNoord leasing arrangement for Embraer E190 allows for the flexibility of providing ACMI services 
to airlines and supporting Helvetic Airways’ own scheduled operations.
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delivered these regional aircraft to Helvetic Airways in 
time for the upcoming peak summer travel period.

Anne-Bart Tieleman, CEO, TrueNoord said, “Helvetic 
Airways is an outstanding Swiss regional airline with 
a strong reputation for quality and reliability. The 
long-standing partnership with its ACMI customer is a 
testament to its value proposition and we are proud to 
be their lessor partner.”

This lease agreement between TrueNoord and Hel-
vetic Airways highlights the continued growth and col-
laboration within the aviation industry. Both companies 
are committed to providing exceptional service, ensur-
ing reliable air travel, and meeting the demands of 
customers across Europe. The addition of the Embraer 
E190s to Helvetic Airways’ fleet will further enhance 
their operational capabilities and allow them to con-
tinue delivering a seamless travel experience 

Avensis to deliver the first Airbus A340 P2F to 
launch customer USC GmbH
Initially, USC’s A340s delivered by Avensis Aviation will be used for passenger (ACMI) service, but they will 
undergo the full-size Cargo door conversion as soon as possible.

Avensis Aviation, a leading provider 
of passenger-to-freighter (PTF) 

conversion solutions, has announced 
USC GmbH as the launch customer for 
its NAVIS PTF main deck cargo door con-
version. USC, a new German airline set 
to commence operations this summer, 
will utilize Avensis’ conversion solution 
on its Airbus A340-300 and A340-600 
aircraft.

Initially, USC’s A340s will be used 
for passenger (ACMI) service, but they 
will undergo the full-size Cargo door 
conversion as soon as possible. Aven-
sis’ NAVIS PTF conversion stands out 
for its industry-first “plug-type” main 
deck cargo door, along with features 
like a separated crew cabin section, 
a 9G rigid cargo barrier, a full Class E 
cargo compartment, and a main deck 
cargo loading system. The conversion 
offers reduced downtime and enables 
more flexible, faster, and cost-effective 
operations.

Cristian Sutter, CEO of Avensis Avia-
tion said, “NAVIS is our flagship PTF 
conversion aimed at lessors and estab-
lished cargo airlines that demand a per-
manent, innovative, and cost-effective 
PTF solution. The innovative ‘plug-type’ 
main deck cargo door is fully electri-

cally operated, lightweight, and safer 
due to its locking mechanism design. 
“We are thrilled to announce USC as 
the launch customer for our NAVIS PTF 
conversion. The Airbus A340 provides a 
competitive aircraft freighter platform 
for the express market by offering pay-
load, volume and performance advan-
tages, particularly for ultra long haul 
routes such as Asia and other far flown 
cargo hubs.”

Avensis is delighted to have USC as 
the launch customer for the NAVIS PTF 
conversion. The Airbus A340 aircraft 
provides a competitive freighter plat-
form for the express market, offering 
advantages in payload, volume, and 
performance, especially on ultra-long-
haul routes to destinations such as Asia 
and other far-flung cargo hubs.

Demonstrating the scalability of 
Avensis’ portfolio, USC’s A340s will un-
dergo conversion to a CLASS E freighter 
using Avensis’ MEDIUS PTF solution as 
an interim option. This allows USC to 
generate revenue from cargo flights 
while the elements of the NAVIS 
conversion are being implemented. 
Avensis is the sole provider of PTF 
cargo solutions offering both CLASS E 
PTF conversion products for the Airbus 
A340 aircraft.

Avensis Aviation’s comprehensive 
portfolio of scalable conversion 
programs has revolutionized the PTF 
market, challenging traditional industry 
concepts with its award-winning PTF 
conversion products such as MEDIUS 
(reversible Class E without door), ME-
DIUS ELEV (Class E with dual-lifts), and 
NAVIS (Class E with main deck cargo 
door). These solutions are designed and 
delivered to maximize the utilization of 
aircraft fleets.

The partnership between Avensis 
Aviation and USC GmbH marks a sig-
nificant step forward in the PTF conver-
sion sector, offering enhanced cargo 
capabilities and operational efficiency 
to meet the evolving needs of the air 
freight industry 

AGREEMENTS
Cont Page 23
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Air Canada joins IAGOS to upgrade an Airbus A330 with 
Climate and Air Quality Sensors
The IAGOS alliance involves fitting one of Air Canada’s Airbus A330 aircraft with specialized diagnostic 
sensors, enabling the collection of valuable worldwide data on climate parameters.

Air Canada, the country’s largest air-
line and a key player in the aviation 

industry has announced a groundbreak-
ing partnership with In-Service Aircraft 
for a Global Observing System (IAGOS), 
an international non-profit organization 
focused on utilizing commercial aircraft 
as a platform for climate change and air 
quality observations. The collaboration 
involves outfitting one of Air Canada’s 
Airbus A330 aircraft with specialized 
diagnostic sensors, enabling the col-
lection of valuable worldwide data on 
climate parameters. This data will be 
crucial for essential research on climate 
change and air quality on a global scale.

Valerie Durand, Head of Investor Rela-
tions and Corporate Sustainability, Air 
Canada said, “As a leading global airline, 
we are proud to partner with IAGOS 
to advance their important climate 
research work. Air Canada is committed 
to full-scale sustainability, and working 
with IAGOS is a meaningful way we can 
contribute to the collection of valuable, 
global data on climate parameters for 
further science research. The informa-
tion gathered will also help provide 
more accurate weather data crucial for 
airline operations, and will enable a 
more in-depth understanding of chang-
ing weather dynamics.”

The partnership with IAGOS will not 
only benefit climate research but also 
provide more accurate weather data es-
sential for airline operations. By equip-
ping the aircraft with state-of-the-art 
climate research monitoring devices, Air 
Canada will facilitate the measurement 
of various parameters, including ozone, 
water vapor, greenhouse gases, reactive 
gases, aerosols, and clouds, throughout 
different stages of flight.

Jean-Marie Flaud, President of 
IAGOS-AISBL, CNRS and Ministère de 
L’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Re-
cherche, France said, “We are delighted 
that Air Canada is the latest airline to 
join the IAGOS program. The measure-
ments of greenhouse gases, reactive 
gases, aerosols, and clouds are crucial 
in the global observing system to sup-

port societal needs for a greener and 
more sustainable future. Air Canada will 
provide important new data to under-
stand climate change issues in northern 
regions which are warming more than 
twice as fast as elsewhere, along with 
new data for tracking wildfire smoke 
plumes across the continent to improve 
forecasts of air quality.”

Commercial aircraft are ideal plat-
forms for gathering trace gas measure-
ments, particularly at high altitudes, 
where sample collection can be chal-
lenging. IAGOS collaborates with air-
lines worldwide to validate global cli-
mate models and provide near real-time 
data to researchers in an open-source 
manner. Currently, approximately 300 
global organizations benefit from the 
research findings.

Dr. Hannah Clark, Executive Secre-
tary, IAGOS-AISBL said, “After only a 
few days in operation, the aircraft has 
already detected exceptional levels of 
carbon monoxide over eastern Canada 
emanating from the intense wildfires in 
Alberta. Scientists will use these data 
to understand the impact of events like 
this on the atmosphere, on air quality, 
and ultimately on climate.”

Air Canada’s partnership with IAGOS 
aligns with the airline’s ambitious goal 
of achieving net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG) across its global opera-
tions by 2050. The company has already 
set midterm GHG net reduction targets 

by 2030 and committed $50 million to 
sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) and car-
bon reductions and removals research 
and development.

“These precise measurements of Short-
Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs) will 
be very valuable for trend and process 
studies, addressing Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC) priori-
ties to understand and track the origin, 
fate and impact of critical contaminants 
in the environment. IAGOS data already 
have an important role in ECCC research 
and monitoring, and the addition of an 
Air Canada aircraft to the IAGOS fleet 
will greatly increase data availability 
over Canada, and permit better visual-
ization of the global movement of air 
pollution. This will allow us to better 
understand the impacts of wildfires and 
urban pollution, the additional impacts 
of climate change on these processes, 
and to evaluate the success of emissions 
reductions,” said Dr. David W. Tarasick, 
Senior Research Scientist, Environment 
and Climate Change Canada.

By actively participating in initiatives 
like the collaboration with IAGOS, Air 
Canada solidifies its position as a leader 
in sustainable aviation practices. The air-
line’s dedication to net-zero emissions, 
coupled with its involvement in data 
collection for climate research, demon-
strates its commitment to a greener and 
more sustainable future for the aviation 
industry and the planet as a whole 
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FlightSafety International to provide e-Sim flight 
simulator for Lilium training program
Under the agreement, FlightSafety will develop cutting-edge, immersive, and mixed-reality simulators to 
facilitate comprehensive training for Lilium Jet pilots.

Lilium N.V., the pioneer in all-elec-
tric vertical take-off and land-

ing (eVTOL) jets, has entered into a 
strategic partnership with FlightSafety 
International (FSI), a renowned profes-
sional aviation training company. This 
collaboration will see FlightSafety 
become the exclusive developer and 
provider of flight training devices for 
the innovative Lilium Jet.

Under the agreement, FlightSafety 
will develop cutting-edge, immersive, 
and mixed-reality simulators to facili-
tate comprehensive training for Lilium 
Jet pilots. Additionally, an early flight 
simulator, known as the e-Sim, will be 
integrated into Lilium’s ground-based 
aircraft systems integration laboratory 
(SiLab). This e-Sim will be instrumental 
in supporting the testing and certifica-
tion process of the groundbreaking 
Lilium Jet, allowing engineers to gain 
familiarity with the cockpit and verify 
aircraft requirements.

Sebastien Borel, Chief Commercial 
Officer at Lilium, said, “This partnership 
represents another critical milestone 
that will support the Lilium Jet’s 
progress through certification and 
commercial launch. Thanks to FSI’s vast 
experience and expertise in the field of 
aircraft simulators, we look forward to 
enabling all Lilium pilots to get famil-
iar with our aircraft before commercial 
launch.”

The e-Sim will play a vital role in 
the Lilium Jet development program, 
enabling pilot familiarization prior to 
flight testing and providing an en-
vironment for verifying compliance 
with certification requirements. It will 
be a crucial asset in achieving type-
certification of the Lilium Jet, ensuring 
that the aircraft meets all regulatory 
standards.

FlightSafety International will also be 
responsible for the development and 
delivery of comprehensive training 
programs, including online modules, 
to qualify future Lilium pilots and me-
chanics worldwide. By leveraging the 

latest advancements in training device 
manufacturing and distance learning, 
FlightSafety continues to support the 
emerging field of Advanced Air Mobil-
ity (AAM) with state-of-the-art training 
solutions.

Nathan Speiser, EVP Sales and Mar-
keting at FlightSafety International 
said, “It is our mission to deliver best-
in-class pilot training, globally, while 
working with new partners to bring 
new, sustainable modes of transport 
with cost effective training capabili-
ties. We are excited to be working with 
leading eVTOL manufacturer Lilium 
to advance and deliver training that 
empowers and prepares pilots for the 
world of eVTOL flight.”

FlightSafety International boasts 
the world’s largest fleet of advanced 
full-flight simulators across its Learn-
ing Centers and training locations in 
the United States, Canada, France, 
and the United Kingdom. With its 

extensive experience in manufactur-
ing simulators for renowned aircraft 
manufacturers like Airbus, Boeing, and 
Bombardier, as well as approvals from 
aviation regulatory authorities world-
wide, FlightSafety is well-equipped 
to provide top-notch training devices 
and programs. To ensure the qualifica-
tion of the initial training devices and 
the development of training programs, 
Lufthansa Aviation Training (LAT) will 
lend its expertise to the project.

This partnership between Lilium 
and FlightSafety International marks 
a significant milestone in the devel-
opment of eVTOL aircraft and the 
advancement of pilot training in this 
emerging industry. By joining forces, 
the two companies aim to ensure the 
safe and successful integration of the 
Lilium Jet into commercial operations, 
while equipping pilots with the neces-
sary skills to operate this cutting-edge 
aircraft 
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Universal completes 
integration of 
Feasibility-IQ inside 
Portside’s BART 
scheduling software
The Universal integration aims to provide 
BART users with access to real-time plan-
ning intelligence for their business aviation 
trips, enhancing their overall trip planning 
experience.

Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc. have recent-
ly announced the integration of its renowned 

mission planning and intelligence application, 
Feasibility-IQ, with the BART scheduling software 
system developed by Portside, Inc. This integration 
aims to provide BART users with seamless access to 
real-time planning intelligence for their business 
aviation trips, enhancing their overall trip-planning 
experience.

By integrating Feasibility-IQ with the BART sys-
tem, users can easily transmit their trip details to 
Feasibility-IQ with just a push of a button, reducing 
the need for manual inputs and streamlining the 
research and planning process. This integration 
empowers users to instantly review detailed re-
quirements for their missions and access advanced 
trip support intelligence, resulting in increased 
efficiency and productivity.

Guido Groeschel, Executive Vice President of 
Digital Product Management, Universal said, 
“We’re excited to work with Portside to seamlessly 
integrate our mission planning expertise with the 
BART scheduling system. This integration provides 
BART users quick access to the same trip feasibility 
intelligence used by Universal’s international mis-
sion planning experts, directly through BART’s user 
interface.”

Feasibility-IQ equips flight departments with 
comprehensive, validated information on customs 
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Rusada’s ENVISION receives SAP certification for Cloud 
solutions integration
The certification means that customers of Rusada ENVISION can now create input and output interfaces for 
SAP systems without the need for additional programming.

Rusada, a leading provider of aircraft 
maintenance software solutions, an-

nounced on Saturday that its ENVISION 
solution has been officially certified by 
SAP as integrated with cloud solutions 
from SAP. The certification marks a 
significant milestone in the ongoing 
development of the ENVISION plat-
form, enabling organizations that use 
SAP S/4HANA to more easily inter-
face with the software and pass data 
between the two systems using tested 
and certified integrations.

The certification means that custom-
ers of ENVISION can now create input 
and output interfaces for SAP sys-
tems without the need for additional 
programming. This is made possible 
by standard APIs that are available on 
the SAP Business Technology Platform, 
which enables seamless integration 
between the two platforms.

The certification was awarded by 
the SAP Integration and Certification 
Center (SAP ICC), which confirmed that 
the integration software for ENVISION 
2301 has met the requirements for 
integration with SAP S/4HANA using 
standard integration technologies. This 
means that the integration software 
can run as an add-on to a cloud solu-
tion from SAP, further simplifying the 
integration process for customers.

Neil Hargreaves, Chief Operating Offi-

cer, Rusada said, “Our certification with 
SAP enables us to significantly reduce 
the effort required to integrate with 
their cloud solutions. The creation of 
integrations is a key step in many ENVI-
SION implementations, so anything we 
can do to speed up this process results 
in time and resources saved for our 
customers.”

In addition to reducing the effort 
required to integrate ENVISION with 
SAP cloud solutions, the certification 
will also help to ensure that customers 
can enjoy a seamless user experience 
when using the two platforms together. 
This is because the integrations have 

been tested and certified, giving 
customers greater confidence in the 
reliability and accuracy of their data.

Overall, the certification of ENVI-
SION by SAP marks a significant step 
forward in the ongoing development 
of the platform. By enabling seamless 
integration with SAP cloud solutions, 
the certification will help to stream-
line the implementation process for 
customers, saving them both time and 
resources. With the certification now in 
place, Rusada can look forward to help-
ing its customers achieve even greater 
success with ENVISION in the years to 
come 

procedures, logistics, crew and passen-
ger entry requirements, facilities, peak 
periods, location trends, and more for 
thousands of airports worldwide. It 
significantly enhances the efficiency of 
flight departments by saving valuable 
research time per trip leg and provid-
ing operators with intelligence that 
was previously exclusive to Universal 
Trip Support.

Alek Vernitsky, CEO of Portside said, 
“Offering a broad range of integra-
tions has always been a cornerstone 
of the BART product suite, and this 

important integration adds to the 
many tools and capabilities already 
included in the BART platform. We 
are excited to work with Universal to 
make feasibility assessments easier 
for our customers.”

The integration of Feasibility-IQ with 
the BART scheduling software system 
marks a significant enhancement to 
the capabilities of both platforms. 
By seamlessly combining mission 
planning expertise with scheduling 
functionalities, Universal and Port-
side aim to provide a streamlined and 
efficient experience for BART users. 

This collaboration demonstrates the 
commitment of both companies to 
continuously innovate and improve the 
tools available to the business aviation 
community.

With the integration now in place, 
users can expect improved efficiency, 
enhanced trip planning capabilities, 
and a simplified user experience when 
utilizing the BART scheduling software 
system. Universal and Portside’s joint 
effort sets a new standard for integrated 
mission planning and scheduling solu-
tions, benefiting flight departments and 
operators alike 
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DEFENCE 

Bombardier Defense partners with General Dynamics Mission 
Systems–Canada to develop Multi-Mission defence jet
Bombardier Defense and General Dynamics Mission Systems-Canada have formed a strategic alliance to 
deliver the next-generation Multi-Mission and ASW aircraft for the CMMA program.

Cont Page 30

Bombardier Defense and General 
Dynamics Mission Systems-Canada 

have formed a strategic partnership to 
deliver the next-generation Multi-Mis-
sion and Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) 
aircraft for the Canadian Multi-Mission 
Aircraft (CMMA) program. This collabo-
ration brings together two established 
Canadian companies with extensive 
networks and a proven track record in 
specialized aircraft delivery.

Bombardier Defense, known for its 
reliable and interoperable platforms, 
has successfully provided specialized 
aircraft to defense contractors and 
governments worldwide, including the 
United States and Germany. Leveraging 
its expertise, Bombardier will utilize the 
highly efficient and agile Global 6500 
aircraft as the foundation for the CMMA. 
This next-generation aircraft features 
advanced engines, long range, high en-
durance, and improved fuel efficiency. 
With over 10 different mission types 
already deployed across the globe, the 
Global family of aircraft is renowned 
for its ability to perform in all weather 
conditions with full mission payload 

and offers exceptional speed, range, 
and endurance.

General Dynamics Mission Systems, 
building on Canada’s investment in the 
modernized CP140 Block IV and CH-148 
Cyclone, will contribute its integrated 
mission systems to the aircraft. This 
Canadian design, known for its opera-
tional success, will serve as the basis 
for integrating modernized sensors and 
systems, enabling Canada to maintain 
a competitive edge. The collaboration 
aims to provide a future-proof platform 
that meets Canada’s emergent needs 
and ensures operational relevance 
through the mid-century.

“Canadians deserve a leading-edge 
fleet for their Canadian Multi-Mission 
Aircraft program. Bombardier is eager 
to take on this opportunity to deliver 
a state-of-the-art platform.  This is a 
generational opportunity for a Cana-
dian company to leverage its Made-In-
Canada Global 6500 aircraft, renowned 
for their outstanding performance 
and customized mission enhancers for 
each client. Having Bombardier work 
on CMMA is the right choice from an 

aircraft performance standpoint, and 
also, an opportunity for Canada to 
foster innovation, bolster its capabili-
ties and support talent across Canada’s 
aerospace industry from coast to coast 
to coast,” said Jean-Christophe Gal-
lagher, Executive Vice-President of 
Aircraft Sales and Defence, Bombardier 
Defense. 

Joel Houde, Vice President and 
General Manager of General Dynamics 
Mission Systems–International, em-
phasized the company’s longstanding 
commitment to providing solutions for 
Canada’s defense requirements. Houde 
stated that the partnership creates a 
generational opportunity to combine 
General Dynamics’ trusted mission 
systems with Bombardier’s aircraft, 
ultimately delivering a made-in-Canada 
solution that supports Canada’s multi-
mission airborne needs and provides 
exportable capabilities.

“For decades, General Dynamics has 
been proud to provide solutions to 
Canada’s defense requirements. This 
new partnership unlocks a generational 
opportunity to couple our leading edge, 
trusted mission systems to ultimately 
provide a made-in-Canada solution 
that supports Canada’s multi-mission 
airborne needs into the future, while 
creating a readily exportable capabil-
ity that will benefit Canada in so many 
other ways.” said Joel Houde, Vice 
President and General Manager, General 
Dynamics Mission Systems–Interna-
tional. 

The collaboration between Bom-
bardier Defense and General Dynam-
ics Mission Systems-Canada brings 
together their expertise to deliver the 
latest in airborne mission management 
technology, ensuring Canada’s leader-
ship in the ASW and ISR domains. In 
addition to meeting Canada’s multi-
mission aircraft needs, this partnership 
will have significant benefits for the 
Pan-Canadian aerospace ecosystem. It 
will create high-quality jobs, provide 
opportunities for small and medium-

General Dynamics Mission Systems, building on CP140 Block IV and CH-148 Cyclone, will contribute its 
integrated mission systems to the aircraft.
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Raytheon Technologies to supply PhantomStrike radar 
for Korea Aerospace Industries’ FA-50 fighter jet
The Raytheon Technologies PhantomStrike radar for KAI FA-50 fighter jet aims to deliver exceptional capa-
bilities in terms of long-range threat detection, tracking, and targeting.

Raytheon Technologies, a prominent 
aerospace and defense company, 

has recently announced a strategic part-
nership with Korea Aerospace Industries 
(KAI) to equip the FA-50 Light Combat 
Aircraft with their state-of-the-art 
PhantomStrike radar. This groundbreak-
ing radar system, designed as a fully 
air-cooled fire-control radar, aims to 
deliver exceptional capabilities in terms 
of long-range threat detection, tracking, 
and targeting. Working closely with the 
United States Government, Raytheon 
Technologies has obtained the neces-
sary approval to export the cutting-
edge PhantomStrike radar to KAI as a 
Direct Commercial Sales product.

The PhantomStrike radar, showcased 
in a rendering of the T-50 aircraft, the 

sister model to the FA-50, stands out as 
a compact, first-of-its-kind Active Elec-
tronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar. 
Its revolutionary design is characterized 
by its smaller size, lighter weight, and 
reduced power requirements, making 
it a versatile solution suitable for a 
wide range of platforms. These include 
light-attack aircraft, rotary-wing aircraft, 
unmanned aerial vehicles, and ground-
based towers.

Annabel Flores, the President of Glob-
al Spectrum Dominance, Raytheon Tech-
nologies said, “Outfitting the FA-50 with 
the PhantomStrike radar upgrades the 
capability of a critical aircraft, providing 
unparalleled performance in a compact, 
affordable package. We are dedicated 
to ensuring that these jets remain fast, 

agile, and easy to maintain “Threats 
on the battlefield always evolve, and 
PhantomStrike makes it possible for KAI 
to offer high-performance fire control 
radar capabilities that can integrate 
with U.S. and international weapon 
systems, so FA-50 customers maintain 
air dominance.”

The PhantomStrike radar combines 
two of Raytheon Technologies’ areas 
of expertise: a gallium nitride-pow-
ered array and the compact high-
reliability integrated receiver/exciter 
processor (CHIRP). This unique combi-
nation allows the PhantomStrike radar 
to match the capabilities of modern 
AESA radars. The advanced upgrades 
introduced by the radar include digital 
beam forming and steering, multimode 
functionality, and interleaved ground 
and air targeting.

The production of the PhantomStrike 
radars will take place in Forest, Mis-
sissippi; Tucson, Arizona; and Scot-
land, with the invaluable support of 
Raytheon UK. Initial deliveries of the 
cutting-edge radar system are expected 
to commence in 2025.

The collaboration between Raytheon 
Technologies and KAI represents a ma-
jor milestone in enhancing the capabili-
ties of the FA-50 Light Combat Aircraft. 
By integrating the advanced Phantom-
Strike radar, the FA-50 will be equipped 
with state-of-the-art features that en-
sure its effectiveness in modern warfare 
scenarios. This partnership reinforces 
Raytheon Technologies’ commitment to 
providing innovative and reliable solu-
tions to its global partners 

The production of the PhantomStrike radars will take place in Forest, Mississippi; 
Tucson, Arizona; and Scotland, with the invaluable support of Raytheon UK.

sized enterprises, and support scientific 
communities and educational institu-
tions across the country.

With a competitive acquisition pro-
cess and lower operating costs, the 
partnership aims to achieve Canada’s 
multi-mission aircraft requirements 
through the cross-decking of existing 

mission system capabilities onto the 
high-performance, modern Global 
6500 aircraft. This approach repre-
sents a low-risk, evolutionary solu-
tion.

The collaboration is a prime example 
of industry engagement in the CMMA 
procurement process, which allows 
the Government of Canada to explore 

options and evaluate proposals. The 
Bombardier Defense and General 
Dynamics Mission Systems-Canada 
partnership brings forward a Canadi-
an-based platform with world-leading 
capabilities in ASW, ISR, and op-
erational efficiencies, leveraging the 
advanced features of the Global 6500 
aircraft 
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Airbus Helicopters, in collaboration 
with the French Armament General 

Directorate (DGA), has successfully con-
ducted the first operational test of the 
unmanned aerial system (UAS) VSR700 
from a ship at sea. The VSR700, an 
autonomous drone, underwent a series 
of 80 fully autonomous take-offs and 
landings in early May 2023 from a civil 
vessel equipped with a helicopter deck 
off the coast of Brittany, France.

The recent test campaign builds upon 
two previous trial series conducted 
with the DGA in late 2022 and early 
2023 at the Levant Island test center 
in southern France. During these tri-
als, the SDAM prototype showcased 
its ability to operate effectively in 
maritime environments. The aircraft’s 
handling qualities, sensor capabili-
ties (including a maritime surveillance 
radar, electro-optical sensor, and AIS 
receiver), and the mission system 
developed by Naval Group were thor-
oughly assessed.

“This flight test campaign was an 
important step for the VSR700 pro-
gramme as it allowed us to validate the 
excellent performance of the drone 
in operational conditions, which were 
representative of its future missions,” 
said Nicolas Delmas, Head of VSR700 
programme, Airbus Helicopters. “The 
VSR700 prototype opened its flight 
envelope in winds above 40 knots, 
accumulated eight hours of testing in 
14 flights, and made successful land-
ings in several different sea states,” he 
further added. 

In 2022, the VSR700’s autonomous 
take-off and landing capabilities were 
initially tested using an optionally 
piloted vehicle (OPV) based on a modi-
fied Guimbal Cabri G2 helicopter. This 
year’s test campaign involved the SDAM 
demonstrator and further confirmed 
the system’s capabilities as part of the 
SDAM study awarded to Airbus Helicop-
ters and Naval Group in 2017.

The VSR700’s autonomous take-off 

and landing capabilities are made 
possible by the Airbus DeckFinder 
system, which enables precise launch 
and recovery of unmanned air vehicles 
(UAVs) with an accuracy of 10-20cm. 
This system operates reliably even in 
challenging environmental conditions 
and degraded visual situations, without 
relying on GNSS/GPS.

Looking ahead, the next phase of 
development involves the second 
VSR700 prototype performing its 
maiden flight, followed by flight test-
ing aboard a French Navy FREMM ves-
sel in the second semester of this year. 
The successful operational testing of 
the VSR700 from a ship at sea high-
lights Airbus Helicopters’ commitment 
to advancing unmanned aerial systems 
and their applications in various mis-
sions. The integration of cutting-edge 
technologies and autonomous capa-
bilities further strengthens the future 
prospects of unmanned aircraft in 
maritime operations 

Airbus and French Armament General Directorate 
test operationally configured VSR700 UAS at sea
Airbus Helicopters VSR700 underwent a series of 80 fully autonomous take-offs and landings in early 
May 2023 from a civil vessel with a helicopter deck off the coast of Brittany, France.
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EXECUTIVES IN FOCUS

Dave Makowski appointed as Chief 
Operating Officer of Elliott Aviation

Jérôme Morhet 
named new 
Executive Vice 
President of CFM

Dave Makowski as the new COO will play a vital role in driving 
execution excellence, efficiency, and profitability across all five of 
Elliott Aviation’s MRO locations.

Jérôme Morhet in his new role 
will oversee the CFM56 and LEAP 
programs and collaborate with 
his counterparts at GE Aerospace, 
for the LEAP engine, and for the 
CFM56 product line.

Elliott Aviation, a prominent name 
in the aviation industry, is pleased 

to announce the appointment of Dave 
Makowski as the Chief Operating Of-
ficer (COO) of the company. Makowski 
officially joined the organization on 
Monday, May 8, 2023, and will play a 
vital role in driving execution excel-
lence, efficiency, and profitability across 
all five of Elliott Aviation’s Maintenance, 
Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) locations.

As COO, Dave Makowski will be 
instrumental in overseeing the com-
pany’s operations, ensuring opera-
tional efficiency, and spearheading the 
execution of strategic initiatives across 
all of Elliott Aviation’s MRO locations. 
With his proven success in the busi-
ness aviation industry, Makowski’s 
appointment further reinforces Elliott 
Aviation’s commitment to delivering 
exceptional services and solidifying its 
position as a leader in the field.

Dave Makowski, Chief Operating 
Officer, Elliott Aviation said, “With its 
reputation and long-standing history 
in the industry, I am excited to join the 
Elliott team.”

He further emphasized his com-
mitment to understanding the 
organization and its operations in or-

der to effectively execute the planned 
expansion of maintenance capabilities 
while enhancing the overall customer 
experience.

Dave Makowski, a seasoned profes-
sional with a remarkable track record 
in the business aviation industry, 
brings a wealth of experience in avion-
ics, operational execution, and main-
tenance management to his new role. 
He holds a Bachelor’s degree from the 
prestigious Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University and has accumulated 
over 25 years of valuable experience 
with Delta Air Lines, where he held 
progressive roles focused on Avionics. 
Additionally, he spent 10 years with 
NetJets in operational leadership posi-
tions. Prior to joining Elliott Aviation, 
Makowski served as the Senior Vice 
President of Maintenance Management 
at Wheels Up.

David Fenton, the Chief Financial 
Officer, of Elliott Aviation, said, “We’re 
happy to have Dave join us as COO; 
the role is important to the company 
and will provide critical leadership 
driving our day-to-day operations and 
executing the strategies across our five 
locations.”

David Fenton, the Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO) of Elliott Aviation, high-
lighted the significance of Makowski’s 
appointment. David Fenton also 
acknowledged Makowski’s extensive 
experience in aviation and leadership 
roles, emphasizing that his addition 
to the team will bring substantial 
strength and expertise.

The entire team at Elliott Aviation 
looks forward to the contributions Dave 
Makowski will make in driving opera-
tional excellence, optimizing profitabil-
ity, and enhancing the overall customer 
experience. With his exceptional 

background and strong leadership 
capabilities, Makowski’s appoint-

ment as COO heralds a new 
era of growth and success for 
Elliott Aviation 

CFM International, a leading aircraft 
engine manufacturer, has an-

nounced the appointment of Jérôme 
Morhet as the new executive vice presi-
dent. As a key member of the CFM Exec-
utive Team, Jérôme Morhet will oversee 
the CFM56 and LEAP programs. He will 
closely collaborate with his counter-
parts at GE Aerospace, Karl Sheldon for 
the LEAP engine, and Jacey Welsh for 
the CFM56 product line. Jérôme Morhet 
replaces Florence Minisclou, who re-
cently took on the role of executive vice 
president, Commercial Engines Divi-
sion, Safran Aircraft Engines.

Jérôme Morhet’s responsibilities 
encompass monitoring engineering, 
development, production, and service 
activities for these programs. In addition 
to his role at CFM, Morhet also serves 
as Vice President of CFM programs for 
Safran Aircraft Engines. Jérôme Morhet 
brings a wealth of experience in interna-
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EXECUTIVES IN FOCUS

Hendrik Brand named as the new Group Chief Financial 
Officer of Deutsche Aircraft
Hendrik Brand at Deutsche Aircraft will be responsible for leading and managing the group’s Finance & IT 
organization and collaborating closely with internal and external stakeholders.

Deutsche Aircraft, a prominent player 
in the regional aviation industry, 

has announced the appointment of 
Hendrik Brand as the new Chief Finan-
cial Officer (CFO) for Deutsche Aircraft 
Group companies based in Oberp-
faffenhofen, near Munich. In his new 
role, Hendrik Brand will be responsible 
for leading and managing the group’s 
Finance & IT organization, collaborat-
ing closely with internal and external 
stakeholders to facilitate the company’s 
growth and advancement.

Hendrik Brand brings with him a 
wealth of experience from his previous 
positions in the aviation industry. He 
served as the Group CFO for Satair in 
Hamburg, a renowned leader in aviation 
spare parts distribution. Additionally, he 
held the role of CFO for EFW in Dresden, 
an original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) supplier specializing in compos-
ite panel and Pax-to-Freighter conver-
sions. Hendrik also gained valuable 
insights into the Airbus OEM business 
in Toulouse during his tenure as Vice 
President of Finance.

Dave Jackson, Chief Executive Officer 
of Deutsche Aircraft, expressed his 
confidence in Hendrik’s appointment, 
emphasizing the significance of the 
company’s business case and the posi-
tioning of its after-market business.

Dave Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, 
Deutsche Aircraft said, “Deutsche 
Aircraft has the proven product to 
accelerate the transition on a realistic 

timeline to more sustainable regional 
flights. Our business case, includ-
ing the respective positioning of the 
after-market business, where Hendrik 
has years of experience, will be crucial 
for the long-term development of the 
company and gaining the trust of our 
shareholders.”

With 20 years of international aviation 
experience, Hendrik Brand brings a 
valuable skill set to his new role. Hav-
ing worked with start-up companies 
over the past 12 years, he is well-
versed in the unique challenges and 
opportunities they present. Hendrik 
is eager to contribute to the develop-
ment of Deutsche Aircraft’s culture and 
collaborate with the team to drive the 
company forward.

Outside of his professional endeavors, 
Hendrik Brand is a sports enthusiast 
who enjoys playing hockey in his spare 
time. His leadership experience across 
multiple European countries and his 
passion for building something new 
make him a valuable addition to the 
Deutsche Aircraft team.

Hendrik Brand, Chief Financial Officer, 
Deutsche Aircraft Group said, “I 
like being part of a company 
that builds something 
new and growing our 
business in the avia-
tion industry. Timing 
is of the essence 
and having the right 
people on board 

will finally make the difference for our 
success. I personally hope that we can 
continue to deliver according to our 
promises and keep the mindset open to 
reflect market dynamics and expecta-
tions.”

Deutsche Aircraft is poised to benefit 
from Hendrik Brand’s expertise as it 
continues its pursuit of sustainable 
regional flight solutions. The appoint-
ment of an experienced and accom-
plished CFO signifies the company’s 
commitment to strategic growth and 
positions it for long-term success in the 
competitive aviation industry 

tional operations and a strong customer-
centric approach to his new position at 
CFM. His comprehensive strategic vision 
will contribute to the continued success 
of the CFM56 and LEAP programs.

Recognizing his strong leadership 
capabilities, Jérôme Morhet was ap-
pointed senior vice president in charge 
of the Safran Test Cells business unit in 
2020. In this role, he was responsible 
for expanding the company’s activities 

in Europe, the United States, and China.
Having graduated from the Ecole 

Polytechnique de Louvain in Belgium, 
Jérôme Morhet embarked on his pro-
fessional journey in 1997 as a design 
engineer at Safran Aero Boosters. He then 
transitioned to the MRO sales team of 
Safran Aircraft Engines. Over the years, 
he assumed various roles within Safran, 
including serving as GE program director 
and later as the Chief Operating Officer of 
Safran Oil Systems in Fort Myers, Florida.

Jérôme Morhet joined Safran Test 
Cells in 2012, initially as the head of 
sales and then as the head of opera-
tions. In 2015, he took on the role of 
CEO of Safran Test Cells’ US subsidiary 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. In 2017, 
Morhet assumed the management of 
strategic development projects for 
Safran Aero Boosters and played a 
pivotal role in launching the “Safran 
Blades” compressor blade factory 
project 
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Date Event Venue

01-03 June 2023 FRANCE Air Expo France

07-08 June 
2023 ELTF EUROPE London, UK

14-15 June 2023 Dubai Heli Conference 2023 Dubai

04 Sept 2023 Airport Innovation conference Riyadh

13-14 Sept 2023 AERO-ENGINES EUROPE Madrid, Spain

22-23 Sept 2023 Aerospace & Defence 
MRO KARNATAKA Bengaluru

25-27 Sept 2023 Airspace Integration Congress Madrid, Spain

26-27 Sept 2023 Helitech Expo London

26-28 Sept 2023 World Aviation Festival Portugal

26-28 Sept 2023 MRO ASIA-PACIFIC Singapore

17-19 Oct 2023 NBAA- BACE Las Vegas, NV

01-03 Nov 2023 ATCA Global Conference & Expo Washington, DC, USA

13-17 Nov 2023 Dubai Airshow 2023 DWC, Dubai

14-15 Nov 2023 Aerospace Tech Week Americas Atlanta, USA

06 - 08 Dec 
2023 Air Expo India Indira Gandhi Intl 

Airport-New Delhi

20-24 Feb 2024 Singapore Airshow Changi Exb 
Centre,Singapore

17-18 April 2024 Aerospace Tech Week Europe Munich, Germany

2023-2024


