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FL technics establishes itself as One-stop-shop 
MRO with addition of new service

Aeroflot becomes the new operator of 
A320neo in Russia

French Navy orders couple more H160s for 
search and rescue ops
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Benoit Defforge, ACJ President said, “We 
are delighted to win another order for 

the ACJ319neo. Customers will enjoy travel-
ling in the spacious cabin whilst flying 
intercontinental routes. The ACJ319neo has 
robust reliability. Customers will as well 
benefit from a higher passenger capac-
ity with exceptional comfort and similar 
operating costs to traditional business jets 
because of more cost-efficient maintenance, 
training, and better value.”

With the ability to fly eight passengers 
6,750 nm/12,500 km or 15 hours, the ACJ-
319neo will bring much of the world within 
nonstop range. Deliveries of the ACJ319neo 
started in 2019 and three are already in 
operation with three customers. 

The ACJ319neo is part of the ACJ320neo 
Family, featuring the most spacious cabins of 
any business jet, while being similar in size 
to competing large-cabin aircraft. The ACJ-
320neo Family also delivers similar operating 
costs thanks to its lower maintenance and 
training overheads – part of its airliner heri-
tage – deliver a similar total cost when com-

bined with fuel and navigation and landing 
charges and as a direct consequence, it also 
has a much more favorable CO2 footprint. 

Over 13,000 Airbus aircraft have been 
delivered worldwide, supported by a globe-
spanning network of spares and training 
centers, giving corporate jet customers 
unmatched support in the field. Airbus 
corporate jet customers also benefit from 
services tailored to their particular needs, 
such as the “one call handles all” corporate 
jet customer care center (C4you), custom-
ised maintenance programmes and the ACJ 
Service Centre Network. 

Airbus Corporate Jets (ACJ) offers the most 
modern and comprehensive corporate jet 
family in the world, giving customers the 
greatest choice of unique, customisable and 
spacious cabins, allowing them to select the 
comfort they want in the size they need – 
offering them a unique flying experience.

More than 200 Airbus corporate jets are 
in service on every continent, including 
Antarctica, highlighting their versatility in 
challenging environments.

Airbus Corporate Jets ACJ319neo’s 
increasing market demand

Airbus Corporate Jets (ACJ) 
has won an additional 
ACJ319neo order with an 
undisclosed customer, 
highlighting the market 
appeal for this aircraft that 
offers a unique flying ex-
perience with its spacious 
cabin and intercontinental 
range. The ACJ319neo will 
be equipped with CFM 
International’s LEAP-1A en-
gines.  12 ACJ320neo Fam-
ily customers have now 
placed a total of 16 orders 
including six ACJ319neo. 
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Under the newly expanded power by 
the hour program, Collins Aero-

space will support Air China’s next-
generation platforms, along with its ex-
isting aircraft. In addition to Air China’s 
avionics, Collins Aerospace will also 
support the sensors and fire protection 
equipment onboard Air China’s fleet. 
With the performance-based contract, 

Air China will receive OEM-quality re-
pairs, parts and upgrades which provide 
confidence in the safety and reliability 
of Air China’s aircraft.

Craig Bries, vice president and general 
manager, Avionics Service and Support 
for Collins Aerospace said, “This contract 
expansion demonstrates the trusting 
and successful relationship between Air 

Malaysia Airlines Group Chief Opera-
tions Officer Ahmad Luqman Mohd 

Azmi said, “The support implemented by 
AFI KLM E&M for our fleet of 737-800s 
stands out both for its service quality and 
responsiveness to fulfilling our needs for 
specific component services and support to 
ensure operational continuity, so it was a 
logical decision to extend our cooperation.”

KLM E&M EVP, Ton Dortmans said, “We 
are delighted to see that Malaysia Air-
lines has maintained and even extended 
its trust in AFI KLM E&M services. This 
testifies to the quality of our services 
and emphasizes our ability to provide 
solutions backed by a global logistics 

China and Collins Aerospace. By working 
together with Ameco, we will reduce Air 
China’s operational risk, maximize its 
reliability and most importantly, keep its 
fleet flying safely.”

Mr. Chen Lun, CEO of Ameco, added, 
“This contract is the result of significant 
strategic cooperation between Collins 
Aerospace, Air China and Ameco. As we 
know, the COVID-19 pandemic led to a 
complex market situation and we sin-
cerely hope this agreement can provide 
increased safety, cost savings and the 
necessary support for Air China’s fleet. 
We look forward to working together 
throughout the next ten years.“

Collins Aerospace, Ameco and Air 
China have more than a decade of expe-
rience working together under previous 
maintenance agreements.

Malaysia Airlines extends contract with AFI KLM E&M 
for component solutions for Boeing 737 fleet

Collins Aerospace expands maintenance and 
engineering contract with Air China

Malaysia Airlines have extended their contract with AFI KLM E&M for tailored component solutions 
including MBK, pool, repair and logistics for their Boeing 737 fleet. The component support solutions 
provided to Malaysia Airlines are carried out through the Component Services Program (CSP) which is 
jointly operated by AFI KLM E&M and Boeing. The services include component repair and access to AFI 
KLM E&M’s local and main spare parts pools, located in Kuala Lumpur and Amsterdam respectively.

Collins Aerospace is expanding its longstanding support agreement for Air China’s aircraft fleet to in-
clude next-generation Boeing and Airbus aircraft and additional aircraft systems. The new agreement 
signed with Ameco,  a leading aircraft maintenance and engineering cooperation that supports Air 
China’s fleet builds on the existing support agreement for avionics onboard all of the airline’s Boeing 
and Airbus aircraft.

network built around local facilities on 
our clients’ doorsteps.”

The high quality of the CSP, which com-
bines expertise of an Airline-MRO and the 

aircraft manufacturer, as well as the compo-
nent availability solutions deployed in prox-
imity to Malaysia Airlines’ facilities, have so 
far given full satisfaction to the airline.



www.mrobusinesstoday.com
3 JUNE 01, 2021

Austrian Airlines selects StandardAero for MRO 
services for Pratt & Whitney 2300 APUs

HAECO Hong Kong completes first Airbus A330F 
C-Check for Air Hong Kong

Under the agreement, StandardA-
ero will continue to provide MRO 

services for the APS 2300 APUs equip-
ping the fleet of Embraer E195 regional 
aircraft operated by Austrian.  Standar-
dAero’s Maryville, Tennessee location, 
which is an OEM-approved Authorized 
Repair Facility (ARF) for the APS 2300, 
provides Austrian with customized MRO 
programs offering maximum support 
and flexibility to meet the airline’s spe-
cific operational needs.

Philipp Muzatko, APU Propulsion 
Engineer for Austrian Airlines, said, “The 
propulsion team at Austrian Airlines 
is pleased to continue the partnership 
with our reliable and long-term partner 
StandardAero.  StandardAero has been 
our APS 2300 APU MRO partner since 
2007 and meets the high technical stan-
dards of Austrian Airlines with every 
redelivered APU.”

Lewis Prebble, President of Airlines and 
Fleets for StandardAero said, “The team 

NEWSMRO

Austrian Airlines has selected StandardAero to continue providing maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) 
services for the airline’s Pratt & Whitney Canada APS 2300 auxiliary power units (APUs).  This exclusive 
multi-year contract extends a long-running relationship between the two companies since StandardAero 
signed its initial APS 2300 support agreement with Austrian in 2007.  

HAECO Hong Kong recently 
completed its first Airbus A330F 
C-Check for Air Hong Kong. 
The aircraft is one of five A330 
freighters that Air Hong Kong 
has introduced to its fleet to meet 
growing cargo demand. Based in 
Hong Kong, the freighter airline 
currently operates nine Airbus 
A300-600F and five Airbus A330-
200/300F. This redelivery marks 
another significant milestone in 
the relationship between the two 
companies and reaffirms HAECO 
Hong Kong as the leading mainte-
nance service provider for custom-
ers based in Hong Kong.

here at StandardAero is excited to extend its status as Austrian’s exclusive APS 2300 
support provider under this multi-year agreement. We appreciate the confidence 
shown in us by the airline through this contract renewal, and look forward to con-
tinuing supporting Austrian and its passengers with reliable APU support services 
for many years to come.”

StandardAero was the first independent service provider for the APS 2300 APU, 
its OEM-trained technicians providing customers with the most comprehensive, 
experienced and approved service in the industry.   As a Pratt & Whitney Canada 
Authorized Repair Facility, StandardAero offers numerous benefits to APS 2300 op-
erators, including full access to OEM technical support and documentation, full OEM 
warranty processing, full access to rental bank assets, component repair and LRU 
capabilities, and coordinated repair development with OEM authorization.

The close partnership between HAECO and Air Hong Kong dates back to 
2004 when HAECO began providing light maintenance services for the Air 

Hong Kong fleet. In addition, HAECO provides an array of services including 
comprehensive technical assistance, certificate of release to service (CRS) and 
AOG support for Air Hong Kong.

HAECO Hong Kong currently holds approvals from multiple authorities 
around the world for all major and commercial aircraft types. The MRO will 
continue to ensure the highest standards in terms of safety, quality, and on-
time performance to provide best-in-class aircraft maintenance services for 
customers worldwide.
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AerFin’s 
launches its 
latest MRO 
services ‘Engine 
MRO Lite’

FL technics establishes itself 
as One-stop-shop MRO with 
addition of new service

Director of Operations, Simon Bayliss said, 
“We are looking forward to offering new 

and existing customers our innovative en-
gine maintenance solutions by offering them 
quick access to engine maintenance services 
through our hospital/quick-turn activity, 
enabling operators to maximise liquidity of 
their assets and optimize their fleets readi-
ness.”

Bob James, CEO, added: “The launch of our 
Engine MRO Lite services is a fantastic op-
portunity to further strengthen our relation-
ships with airlines, lessors and MROs and will 
help us to build substantially on our ability to 
deliver cost-effective sustainable solutions to 
the aviation industry.”

AerFin’s Cearphilly facility is 100,000 sq 
ft CAA/EASA and FAA approved facility. It 
recently achieved its approved Repair Sta-
tions accreditation by FAA complete with 
OEM engine line tooling, a 10-tonne gantry 
overhead crane and has the capacity to store 
up-to 55 fan engines.

“We are extremely pleased with this achievement that would have 
not been possible without significant efforts from our team and 

Transport Competence Agency (TCA). The addition of services allows us 
to offer and deliver tailor-made solutions to customers in a timely and 
convenient manner,” said Valerij Deveikis, Chief Executive Officer at FL 
Technics Engine Services.

“The addition of new services is a great development to our subsidiary 
FL Technics Engine Services and marks a major milestone towards strate-
gic development of FL Technics as a leading one-stop-shop MRO service 
provider. We are proud of the experienced team that made this happen,” 
said Zilvinas Lapinskas, Chief Executive Officer at FL Technics.

FL Technics Engine Services quick turn engine shop opened its doors 
last year and now allows customers to optimise their engines’ Time on 
Wing (ToW), simultaneously optimising and minimising costs using the 
full scope of FL Technics Engine Services and FL Technics one-stop MRO 
services.

NEWSMRO

FL Technics recently announced the addition of additional EASA 
Part 145 approved services for engine repair and maintenance.  
In addition to previously available services that include Engine 
external examination, boreblending, engine preservation and 
storage services, QEC/LRU removal and installation, top case 
repair, and lease return services, FL Technics Engine Services will 
now offer its clients the full scope of crucial services for CFM56 
family engines, related to Fan, Hot Section and Low-pressure 
turbine repair. The newly added services will be provided at a 
brand new fully authorised 3-bay quick-turn activities engine 
shop located at KUN/FEZ, next to FL Technics Base Maintenance 
hangar, offering clients a convenient one-stop-shop experience.

AerFin has recently launched its latest 
engine MRO services from its facility in 
Caerphilly. The service is called Engine 
MRO Lite and offers a range of in-house 
and off-wing engine maintenance 
solutions, including quick-turn ser-
vices, hospital shop repairs and engine 
transitions across CF34-8, CFM56-5 & 7 
and RB211-524 platforms. It is focused 
on optimizing engine residual value to 
provide efficient and sustainable solu-
tions.
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Calvin Tuitt, Senior VP of Business Development MRO said, 
“C&L has been totally committed to providing a full suite 

of services to Embraer operators for years. We believe that 
these solutions can be best accomplished by aftermarket facili-
ties like ours because of our experience, flexibility and proven 
cost-saving processes.”

C&L, a world-wide leader in Embraer interior modifications 
and reconfigurations began upgrading the cabins of ERJ aircraft 
in 2018 and since then has performed over 20 such projects for 
multiple customers ranging from 16 to 30-seat conversions. 
Many of these plans were in place before the onset of the global 
pandemic, however since that time C&L has begun talks with 
numerous customers looking for innovative and cost-effective 
solutions that provide passengers with a luxurious, more com-
fortable, and socially distanced method of air travel.

“Customers continue to bring their aircraft to us for semi-
private upgrades because of our willingness to provide the level 
of interior conversion they require to achieve their goals,” said 
Tuitt. “It’s been refreshing for each customer I have spoken with 
when I explain all that we are capable of here at C&L, and how 

experienced we already are in performing this type of work.”
C&L has been modifying and upgrading the interiors and 

systems on ERJs for several years and specializes in converting 
these aircraft into business-class and luxury jets. C&L also pro-
vides on-site engineering, avionics support, aircraft exterior 
painting, and heavy maintenance services. The company also 
carries one of the world’s largest inventories of ERJ parts in 
their warehouse, which helps to reduce maintenance times 
associated with these types of projects. Currently, the com-
pany is developing several other ERJ upgrades including a new 
1st-class seat design.

The extension in partnership is a 
testament to the long-standing 

collaboration between the two com-
panies.

HAECO Hong Kong has been the 
maintenance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO) service provider in support of 
AeroLogic’s business growth since 
2012. Over the years, its scope of 
services has included C1 base mainte-
nance and the completion of four C12 
checks for the cargo airline. HAECO is 
committed to providing reliable and 
high-quality aircraft MRO services 
to bolster AeroLogic’s international 
operations.

HAECO continues to provide heavy 
maintenance to AeroLogic’s Boeing 777F fleet

C&L signs additional contract for multiple ERJ 135 
and 145 semi-private modifications

MRO NEWS

HAECO Hong Kong has extended its long-term agreement with German cargo airline AeroLogic. Under the new 
agreement, HAECO Hong Kong will provide heavy maintenance services to AeroLogic’s Boeing 777-200 freighter 
fleet between 2021 and 2024, covering the current fleet of 18 Boeing 777F aircraft.

C&L Aviation Services have signed an additional contract for multiple ERJ 135 and 145 semi-private aircraft 
modifications. The upgrades come on the heels of recently completing similar upgrades on a number of ERJ 135 
aircraft. The project consists of converting the aircraft to a 16-23 seat first-class experience complete with in-seat 
power, LED lighting, WIFI, removal of overhead bins, upgraded leather interior seating, 1X1 seating using C&L’s 
flat-floor modification STC, and the installation of a premium Bongiovi speakerless cabin audio system.
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Barfield and Global Crossing Airlines recently signed a full Power-By-Hour and Pool support agreement for 
its Airbus A320 and A321 fleet.

Barfield signs PBH and pool support agreement 
with Global Crossing Airlines for Airbus fleet

Hervé Page, Barfield’s Chief Executive 
Officer said, “We are excited to sup-

port Global Crossing as they build their 
operations. This is proof that our flexibility 
to adjust a program to meet their opera-
tions requirements was extremely impor-
tant. We look forward to this opportunity 
to work with such a dynamic operation.”

Ed Wegel, Chairman and CEO GlobalX 
said, “We are honored to work with 
Barfield, part of AFI KLM E&M. They 
provided us a complete solution for our 
needs and provided the total flexibility 
that we need as a small airline with big 
growth plans. As a multimillion-dollar 
agreement, this is a key strategic vendor 

This alliance marks a strategic shift in 
Air Works’ business focus they now 

look to not only expand the portfolio 
beyond aviation to aerospace & defense 
but to also transition from its erstwhile 
role as an aviation services provider into 
an aviation solutions provider.

Commenting on the strategic collabora-
tion, Mr. D Anand Bhaskar, MD & CEO of Air 
Works said, “We are excited to join hands 
with Objectify Technologies – a domain 
specialist and the country’s leading addi-
tive manufacturing-engineering services 
player. 3D printing technologies are fast 
coming of age and seeing extensive adop-
tion across the manufacturing industry. In-
creasingly, even global aviation, aerospace 
and defense industries are inching towards 
reaping complete benefits of this emerging 
technology. Our partnership with Objectify 
Technologies reflects our commitment to 
always offer the latest and the best- in-class 
solutions to our customers in the aviation 
fraternity. I am confident that this collabo-

relationship we have developed with Barfield.”
Barfield Inc is a subsidiary of Air France KLM Engineering & Maintenance (AFI KLM 

E&M) in the Americas.

 Air Works and Objectify Technologies team up to 
offer 3D painting services

Air Works have signed a strategic partnership with Objectify Technologies to offer 3D painting services. As per 
the agreement Air Works will manage regulatory compliances for Civil and Defense segments, Objectify Tech-
nologies will contribute with design and manufacturing capabilities. Both the parties will also team up for ex-
ploring opportunities in other base materials, manufacturing technologies, and industry segments in the future.

ration will benefit the entire spectrum of 
our customers across business and execu-
tive aviation, commercial airlines and the 
defense sector.”

“3D printing technology and materials 
are increasingly gaining relevance across 
industries given their good strength-to-
weight ratio, excellent dimensional accu-
racy, strength and stiffness, lightness, we-
arresistance, good thermal performance, 
and Non-corrosiveness. As a pioneer, Air 
Works occupies afundamental place in 
the Indian aviation ecosystem, and we are 
proud and privileged to partner with the 
country’s leading aviation services pro-
vider having a domain experience of over 
70 years. Our alliance with Air Works will 
put us in an enviable position to address 
the challenges of not just aviation but also 
those of the fast-growing aerospace and 
defense sectors using our collective syner-
gies,” said Ankit Sahu, Director of Objectify 
Technologies Private Ltd.

3D printing has witnessed increas-

ing global adoption in the aviation, 
aerospace, and defense industries. 3D 
printing uses a variety of complex, new 
generation compounds and polymers 
(3D materials) with special character-
istics to offer extensive customization 
in product design including printing 
and production of parts/ sub-parts and 
even entire assemblies, which are either 
difficult, prohibitively expensive or 
cannot be manufactured by traditional 
manufacturing processes. Compared 
to the traditional methods, which are 
both time-consuming and voluminous, 
3D printing saves time, and money and 
suits the on-demand manufacturing.

Objectify Technologies has clients like 
Pratt & Whitney, HAL, ISRO, Collins Aero-
space, Indian Air Force (IAF), and DRDO  
further aims to serve the global aero-
space industry in partnership with Air 
Works, to optimize their costs at a time 
when the industry is going through chal-
lenging times amid the COVID pandemic.
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When paired with the tailBeaconX 
ADS-B OUT Mode S transponder 

all-in-one solution, transponder con-
trol is right at your fingertips within 
the AV-30-C.  Additionally, the certified 
GPS position source integrated into the 
tailBeaconX can be used as your slaved 
true-heading source for DG and GPS HSI 
indicator displays. tailBeaconX STC is 
expected in Q3 2021.

In May 2021, uAvionix announced AV-
Link, the inline Wi-Fi bridge for the AV-
30 panel display. Adding a suite of new 
features to the extensive 14+ featured 
AV-30 platform, AV-Link brings live 
airborne traffic to AV-30 from a sup-
ported ADS-B receiver and the ability 
to wirelessly update AV-30’s firmware. 
Additionally, AV-Link opens AV-30 to 

future functionality and connectivity 
with other wireless-enabled avionics in 
the cockpit. AV-Link is now available for 
experimental aircraft with the certified 
model expected to be available later 
this year.

Requiring no panel modifications, 
the AV-30-C fits within a standard 3 
1/8” round hole, blending seamlessly 
into your panel.  As a primary instru-
ment, the AV-30-C can be configured 
as either an Attitude Indicator (AI) or a 
Directional Gyro (DG) indicator.  When 
installed as a non-required instrument 
(not replacing the existing approved AI 
or DG), the functional mode of the AV-
30-C can be toggled between AI and 
DG, serving as a great backup instru-
ment.

uAvionix received UK CAA Supplemental 
Type Certificate for AV-30-C Electronic Flight 
Instrument System

uAvionix recently received a UK CAA Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) for its AV-30-C Electronic Flight In-
strument System (EFIS) for several hundreds of UK registered General Aviation aircraft models.  With the STC 
approval, uAvionix will begin shipping products immediately to customers who have placed pre-orders either 
directly with uAvionix or through our trusted reseller network. Designated for installation as a primary attitude 
indicator or directional gyro in piston single and twin aircraft weighing less than 6000 lbs, the STC provides 
authorization to install AV-30-C on UK registered aircraft that are listed on the extensive FAA Approved Model 
List (AML), containing the majority of GA models from Cessna, Piper, Beechcraft, American Champion, Maule, 
Mooney, Daher, Textron, and others. 

AV-30-C fully self-contained with 
dual-precision inertial and pressure 
sensors and allows for a wide variety 
of pilot customization.  When con-
figured as an AI, primarily attitude 
and slip are always displayed.  The 
unused portions of the display can 
be customized by the pilot to show a 
variety of textual and graphical data-
overlay fields.   When configured as 
a DG, direction of flight information 
is presented.  The flight direction 
can be configured to be presented 
as non-slaved heading or inertially 
stabilized GPS track when connected 
to an external GPS source, including 
the integral TSO-C145e GPS contained 
within the tailBeaconX.  Multiple 
display presentations, including 
compass rose, GPS HSI, and GPS Arc 
views can be selected by the pilot.  
The unused portions of the display 
area can similarly be configured for a 
variety of textual data-overlays.

In both operating modes, the pilot may 
select from multiple visual styles which 
are intended to improve visual compat-
ibility with legacy aircraft instrumenta-
tion and preserve the look and feel of 
older aircraft applications.  An internal, 
rechargeable LiPo battery allows for 
operation for up to 2 hours in the event 
of aircraft power loss.

Unique to any compact EFIS, the AV-
30-C includes an exclusive probeless 
AoA system in any STC’d product.  This 
system, first introduced in the AV-20-S 
Multi-Function Display (MFD), provides 
both visual and audio warnings as you 
approach a stall, without requiring 
external probe installations.

MRO NEWS
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Frank Stevens, Embraer’s MRO Global 
Vice President Services & Support “We 

are pleased to announce this new partner-
ship with JETS, which will help to bolster 
the network of the ever-increasing fleet in 
the Western European region, offering an 
additional option for maintenance of the 
Phenom 100 and Phenom 300 aircraft.”

Daniel Rogers, CEO & Accountable 
Manager of JETS (Bournemouth) Limited 
said, “Having been in business for 17 
years, JETS has built its’ reputation on 
always putting customers first, building 
upon the knowledge and capabilities 
gained through our support provided to 
a well-known Portuguese operator as a 
LASC. We are delighted to enter the next 
chapter of our relationship with Em-
braer, being chosen as the latest Autho-

JETS (Bournemouth) LTD authorized as the new 
Embraer Authorized Service Center for Phenom series

JETS (Bournemouth) LTD in the United Kingdom is the new Embraer Authorized Service Center (EASC) for 
Phenom 100 and Phenom 300 family of executive jets. Strategically located in southern England at the 
Bournemouth International Airport, JETS (Bournemouth) will support customers from the EMEA region.

rized Service Center in the UK. JETS looks 
forward to providing industry leading 
service from AOG and line support 
through to heavy base maintenance 
that ensures the Phenom family of air-
craft remain the best-selling business jet 

in its’ class for many years to come.”
The new EASC will perform scheduled 

and non-scheduled maintenance, com-
ponent and part exchange, and inspec-
tions at different levels of complexity for 
those aircraft platforms.

Mahesh Kumar, CEO of ADE said: “ADE 
has made great progress since it 

was launched in the midst of the pandem-
ic in September last year. We are thrilled to 
expand our services now to support AirA-
sia Group and other airlines in the region. 
AirAsia Group have been sending aircraft 
to other MRO operators for scheduled base 
maintenance, which will now be able to 
be serviced locally in Malaysia delivering 
significant efficiencies including reduced 
maintenance costs.”

“We always believe Malaysia should 
be the strategic hub for aircraft main-
tenance in the region and beyond, 
creating jobs and economic benefits 
for the future and we thank CAAM for 
assisting to make this a reality. Based 
on demand, we are looking to expand 

our aircraft maintenance facilities and 
services in KLIA, Johor and other airports 
in Malaysia by either utilising existing 
hangars or building new hangars,” he 
further added.

ADE has received approvals from the 
Directorates-General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) of India and Indonesia and we 
will continue to work with other avia-
tion authorities in Asean as well as the 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) for further approvals to support 
more local, regional and international 
operators with leading edge technology, 
innovation, and great value services at 
the highest quality. 

Mahesh Kumar also added “With 
our experienced team of more than 
19 years supporting AirAsia Group’s 

airline operations, our qualified techni-
cal workforce will ensure best in breed 
services tailored to any operation. As 
every aircraft is unique and every situ-
ation requires a tailored solution with 
an optimum outcome, we will always 
ensure the best, tailor-made solutions in 
supporting our clients.” 

With this base maintenance ap-
proval from CAAM, ADE is now poised 
to become not just the biggest MRO in 
Malaysia, but also one of the biggest in 
Asean and beyond. Importantly, as ADE 
continues to drive digital innovation, our 
base maintenance division will continue 
to enable ADE to deliver industry lead-
ing, cost effective and high quality solu-
tions through cutting edge technologies, 
which previously were not possible.

Asia Digital Engineering obtains base maintenance 
approval from CAAM

The wholly owned subsidiary of AirAsia Group Berhad, the Asia Digital Engineering Sdn Bhd (ADE) recently ob-
tained base maintenance approval from the Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia (CAAM). With this it will soon 
become Asia’s leading provider of aviation engineering services. With this approval, ADE will not only perform 
regular line maintenance, but also base maintenance (hangar or C-checks) for the AirAsia Group’s airlines, and 
will also be available to support third party airlines for aircraft maintenance repairs and overhaul (MRO). 

MRO NEWS
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The three contract extensions, which 
were signed in the last month, 

secure Triumph’s position as a systems 
provider for Boeing platforms. Under the 
contracts, Triumph’s Actuation Products 
& Services operating company will 
manufacture the components at three of 
its US based sites.

Triumph’s facility in Clemmons, North 
Carolina will begin work later this year 
to fulfill an extended long-term multi-
year agreement for hydraulic actuation 
components for complex landing gear 
valves and thrust reverser cowl doors for 

SR Technics Malaysia selected as authorized 
Honeywell licensee for mechanical and avionics 
components

Triumph Group secures multiple contract extensions 
with Boeing Commercial Airplanes

SR Technics Malaysia has signed a five-year Authorized Repair & Overhaul License Agreement with Honeywell 
as an authorized licensee for both mechanical and avionics components. SR Technics Malaysia will support 
worldwide air transport and commercial airline customers and engine shops.

Triumph Group has secured multiple contract extensions with Boeing Commercial Airplanes, which will extend 
their collaboration on critical system components. The agreements extend Triumph’s position as a top tier sup-
plier of hydraulic components across multiple Boeing programs. The contracts highlight Triumph’s strategic fo-
cus on high-value systems offerings including actuation, hydraulic and fueling systems, geared solutions, as well 
as maintenance, repair and overhaul offerings, and demonstrate Triumph’s progress in improving operational 
execution and reshaping its portfolio around proprietary solutions.

Martin Urwyler, Managing Director 
of SR Technics Malaysia said, “We 

are very honored to have been selected 
as a Honeywell licensee, this reflects 

the growth of our capabilities and the 
success of developing home grown tal-
ent and expertise here in Malaysia. As 
an authorized Honeywell licensee, we 

will strive to provide even higher levels 
of service and support for our mutual 
customers.”

Since opening in April 2014, SR Tech-
nics Malaysia has significantly grown 
their capabilities and their expertise. 
From initially focusing on the Airbus 
A320 family, the A330 and A340, and 
the Boeing 737NG, the company also 
focuses on engine components for 
CFM56 and PW4000 to support its 
engine shop in Zurich as well as other 
engine shops. SR Technics operates 
an 8000 sqm facility in Shah Alam, 
Selangor, employing over 50 highly 
skilled technicians and engineers. 
With an average 12-day turnaround, 
the they offers services on more than 
750 different part numbers.

the single aisle platforms.
“We are proud to continue our long-

standing relationship with Boeing 

and support their various commercial 
programs as rates rebound following 
the pandemic,” said Scott Ledbetter, 

Cont page 10
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Aeroflot becomes the new operator of 
A320neo in Russia

Aeroflot recently added the first A320neo to its fleet thereby becoming the new operator of the aircraft in 
Russia.  The A320neo cabin design has a lot in common with that of Airbus A350, which has been operated 
by Aeroflot from March 2020. The A320neo bears the name of Anatoly Dobrynin, an outstanding Soviet 
and Russian diplomat.

President of Triumph Actuation Products 
& Services operating company.

William Kircher, Executive Vice President 
for Triumph Group added, “Triumph’s pro-
prietary actuation products and services 
are expected to boost our revenue and 
profitability in the years to come.”

Triumph Actuation Products & Services 
has secured a multi-year contract exten-
sion to supply Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
landing gear components. The follow-on 
contract is for hydraulic locking actua-

tors, transducers and control valve com-
ponents on all 787 variants. Triumph has 
supplied these systems and components 
for the 787 aircraft since the program’s 
inception and provides related repair 
and overhaul maintenance for other 
supplier partners and operators. The 
contract extension reaffirms Triumph’s 
commitment to the 787 program and 
extends the company’s strong working 
relationship with Boeing for years to 
come.

Lastly, the Triumph site in Valencia, 
California has secured a multi-year 
contract extension to provide hydrau-
lic accumulators, manifolds as well as 
steering and locking actuators for mul-
tiple legacy platforms. The Valencia site 
achieved a Silver Delivery Rating from 
Boeing and maintained it for 12 consecu-
tive months. The contract bolsters the 
Triumph site’s existing business base, 
and highlights signs of a commercial 
aviation recovery.

The Airbus A320neo will provide a 
new level of comfort for Aeroflot 

passengers. The Airbus A320 family 
aircraft feature the widest and most 
spacious cabin among narrow-body air-
liners. The A320neo is configured with 
12 Business class seats and 144 Economy 
class seats. The seat pitch of business 
class seats is 96.5 cm, that of economy 
class seats is up to 76.2 сm.

The comfortable Economy class 
seats feature the ergonomic backrest 
concept.The adjustable headrest is 
fitted with neck support function. 

Economy class passengers can charge 
their electronic devices on board; each 
seat is equipped with a tablet holder. 
Business class seats are designed with 
premium Jacquard upholstery and 
are fitted with 13-inch HD monitors, 
individual sockets, and USB-ports. All 
passengers can connect to wireless in-
flight entertainment system on their 
personal device. The airliners offer 
access to high-speed Wi-Fi.

The Business class galleys are equipped 
with Nespresso coffee makers, which en-
sure that passengers will enjoy the taste 

and aroma of freshly brewed coffee.
The A320neo cabin lighting system 

with colour changes make the flight 
experience enjoyable at any time of the 
day or night. Enlarged overhead bins are 
designed to hold carry-on items. 

The Airbus A320neo family aircraft are 
equipped with new-generation engines 
and wingtip devices known as Shark-
lets, which reduces CO2 emissions and 
fuel burn by 20 per cent compared to 
previous-generation jets.

By end of 2021, Aeroflot will take deliv-
ery of another 8 A320neo family aircraft.

Cont page 09
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Alan Templeton, president and 
general manager of CASP Aerospace 

said, “At CASP, we have always taken 
pride in adhering to the strictest quality 
standards, and we are thrilled to have 
attained this internationally recognized 
accreditation of our quality manage-
ment system during the company’s 50th 
anniversary year. The approvals process 
has taken more than a year and required 
a significant team effort. Our customers 
can now be assured that CASP has a fully 
functioning quality assurance system 
that helps ensure a consistent level of 
quality and client satisfaction.”

CASP’s certification applies to the 
distribution and maintenance of avia-
tion products and services, including 
fire suppression, oxygen and inflation 
equipment, and associated components 
and hardware intended for use on board 

CASP Aerospace achieves internationally recognized 
accreditation for the quality management system

CASP Aerospace has recently achieved international accreditation for their quality management system 
during their 50th anniversary year. The National Quality Assurance, USA has certified them with the provi-
sions of ISO 9001:2015 and AS9100D. They are valid for a three-year period, subject to annual follow up 
audits by NQA.

aircraft or as ground support equipment, 
as well as limited design and develop-
ment activities for related components.

“AS9100D has become the preferred 
quality management system standard 
for many of our important customers. In 
fact, many companies require their sup-
pliers to be qualified to this level. CASP’s 
successful certification to these interna-

tionally-recognized quality standards 
confirms the validity of our processes 
and formally recognizes our dedication 
to quality, as proven over the past five 
decades,” Templeton further added.

The standard ensures increased ef-
ficiency and customer satisfaction while 
mapping better internal decision-mak-
ing processes.

Duncan Van De Velde, managing director, Europe 
said, “As the most cost-effective IFR-certified 

platform, the Bell 407 has more than 6 million global 
flight hours. We are thrilled that type acceptance in 
Guernsey will enable us to begin delivering our new-
est long light single helicopter to more customers.”

The aircraft is equipped with custom cabin space 
and a Rolls Royce C47E/4 dual-channel FADEC turbine 
engine, creating an enhanced flying experience with 
high-tech, ultra-modern display systems and im-
proved power. Its Instrumental Flight Rules (IFR) ca-
pabilities allow for pilots to fly in conditions that may 
degrade, reduce, or eliminate the pilot’s reference to 
the ground or horizon by using cockpit instruments 
instead of relying only on visual cues.

Bell 407 Receives Type Acceptance Certificate in 
Guernsey

MRO NEWS

Bell 407 received its Type Acceptance Certificate (TAC) in Bailiwick of Guernsey. This milestone will allow 
more European customers to add the aircraft to their operations. The Bell 407 offers a robust customer experi-
ence with best-in-class speed, performance and reliability. Around the world, there are more than 1,500 Bell 
407s in service with 97 aircraft currently operating in Europe. European customers seek out the Bell 407 to 
fulfill a variety of missions such as public safety, corporate transport and more.
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Peter Barrett, CEO of SMBC Aviation 
Capital said, “We are pleased to have 

concluded an agreement with Boeing 
for the purchase of 14 low-cost carrier 
configured 737 MAX aircraft which is an 
aircraft we are seeing increased custom-
er demand for following its successful 
return to service.”

The new purchase builds SMBC Avia-
tion Capital’s 737 MAX portfolio to 121 
jets, expanding their investment in Boe-
ing’s single-aisle family. SMBC Aviation 
Capital also continues to incorporate 
new 737 MAX airplanes into the global 
fleet. In the first quarter of 2021, SMBC 
delivered 13 737-8s to customers, includ-
ing 11 planes to Southwest Airlines in the 
US and two planes to TUI in Europe.

“SMBC has been actively managing 
its portfolio in a very dynamic market. 
With this new order for the fuel-efficient 
737-8, the lessor is well positioned to 
help its customers capture domestic 
travel demand in several countries and 
regions,” said Ihssane Mounir, Boeing 
senior vice president of Commercial 

SMBC Aviation Capital anticipates market recovery, 
expands 737 MAX portfolio

SMBC Aviation Capital is in process to expand its 737 MAX portfolio by ordering 14 additional 737-8 jets. The 
new order comes as airlines prepare for a robust return to air travel and modernize their narrowbody fleets 
to reduce fuel use and carbon emissions.

Sales and Marketing. “We are honored 
by SMBC’s trust in the 737 family, and we 
look forward to partnering with them to 
support airlines for the market recovery 
ahead.”

The SMBC Aviation Capital purchase 
follows recent orders and commitments 
from Alaska Airlines, Southwest Airlines 
and United Airlines. The total number 
of gross orders and commitments for 
the 737 MAX this year now exceeds 250 
airplanes.

A member of the 737 MAX family, the 
737-8 is designed to offer more fuel ef-
ficiency, reliability and flexibility in the 
single-aisle market. The 737-8 can fly 
3,550 nautical miles – about 600 miles 
farther than its predecessor – allowing 
airlines to offer new and more direct 
routes for passengers. Compared to the 
airplanes it replaces, the 737-8 also deliv-
ers superior efficiency, reducing fuel use 
and CO2 emissions by 16per cent and 
also reducing operating costs.

Nat Pieper, Alaska Airlines senior vice 
president of fleet, finance and alli-

ances said, “We have navigated through 
the pandemic and we’re on a solid path 
to recovery. The E175 remains a key part of 
our strategy. We’re excited about growth 
in the years ahead, which has always been 
at the heart of Alaska’s DNA. The E175 is 
a terrific plane to help us add new routes 
and frequencies, and to complement our 
mainline aircraft to meet fluctuating 
demand with the right capacity.”

Joe Sprague, President and CEO of 
Horizon Air, said, “Our customers love 
the comfort and convenience of the 
E175, especially their two by two layout, 

meaning no one has to sit in the middle 
seat. The size and efficiency of the E175 
also allows us to boost flying in key 
markets, giving our customers more of 
the flexibility they crave.”

Mark Neely, VP Sales and Marketing, 
The Americas, Embraer Commercial 
Aviation, said, “The E175 is truly the back-
bone of the North American regional 
market; Embraer’s market share in the 
region’s 70-90-seat segment is 85 per 
cent. There are currently 588 E175s serv-
ing US and Canadian carriers in cities 
across Canada, the USA, Mexico, and 
Central America.”

Alaska Air Group also announced 

today a commitment for eight more E175 
aircraft with SkyWest Airlines. Once all 
17 E175 aircraft are delivered, Alaska Air 
Group will have 79 E175s in its regional 
fleet operated by Horizon and SkyWest. 
Horizon is converting nine options from 
its April 2016 contract to firm orders. 
Added to Horizon’s three remaining firm 
orders on backlog, they will have a fleet 
of 42 E175s flying for Alaska Airlines, 
when all aircraft are delivered.

The E175 has been a lifeline for car-
riers as they are perfectly suited to 
rebuild frequencies and add incremental 
capacity to meet rebounding domestic 
demand.

Alaska Air Group orders nine new E175 jets from Embraer

MRO NEWS

Alaska Air Group subsidiary Horizon Air has ordered nine new E175 jets from Embraer under a Capacity 
Purchase Agreement (CPA) for USD 449.1 million.  Alaska Air currently has 62 Embraer E175 jets in their fleet 
operated by Horizon Air and SkyWest Airlines. The 76-seat aircraft will be delivered in Alaska’s livery and 
three-class configuration in 2022.



www.mrobusinesstoday.com
13 JUNE 01, 2021

Finnair to install HEPA filters on entire ATR fleet 
following Airbus and Embraer

Finnair is installing High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters on the recirculation system of its entire ATR 
turboprop fleet as one of the first airlines in the world. The HEPA air filtration system is the most effective 
technology for cleansing and purifying aircraft compartments air. The particulate filtration removes dust, 
allergens, bacteria, viruses and other irritating particles from the cabin air with an efficiency of 99.97 per 
cent. Finnair’s Airbus and Embraer aircraft are already fitted with HEPA filters, and now HEPA filters are 
available also for ATR aircraft.

Finnair’s ATR fleet currently consists of 
twelve aircraft, operated by Finnair’s 

partner company Norra on short haul 
routes in domestic and regional traffic. 
The installations of the HEPA filters in 
the ATR fleet will begin in June and be 
completed by early 2022.

“Taking good care of the health and 
safety of our customers and staff is 
always our highest priority. By introduc-
ing HEPA filters to our ATR fleet, we’ll be 
further raising the hygiene level in our 
ATR aircraft from an already high stan-
dard,” said Juha Ojala, Vice President, 
Finnair Technical Operations.

Stéphane Viala, SVP Engineering of 
ATR, added “At ATR, we take the safety 

of our operators’ crews and passengers 
very seriously, and the air quality within 
the cabin has always been a core focus. 
Our aircraft was already safe to fly, and 
we are happy that we made it even safer 
with HEPA filters.”

Thanks to efficient air ventilation and 
filtering, airplanes are an unlikely place 
to catch viruses. Fresh air is supplied 
from the overhead stowage compart-
ment level and extracted at floor level, 
which means that there is no airflow 
forward or rearward along the cabin. 
The cabin air changes every three min-
utes. The in-flight infection risk can be 
reduced further with additional safety 
measures.

COVID-19 SPECIAL STORY
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Lockheed Martin successfully integrated Sniper ATP 
into Super Hornet for Kuwait Air Force

Lockheed Martin in conjunction with the US Navy completed its first flight test integrating Sniper Advanced 
Targeting Pod (ATP) with the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet for the Kuwait Air Force. Sniper ATP will be located on 
Weapon Station 5, an area on the aircraft where pods or weapons attach and is expected to be fielded with 
the aircraft in late 2023. This integration gives existing and future Super Hornet fleets the ability to add Sniper 
ATP’s precision targeting and surveillance capabilities, which are critical to pilot survivability.

“Integrating Sniper ATP onto Weapon 
Station 5, commonly known as the 

‘cheek station,’ brings state-of-the-art 
tracking algorithms, two-way-data-link, 
and many other capabilities to the Ku-
wait F/A-18E/F crews that will positively 
impact the overall success of their mis-
sions,” said Kenen Nelson, director of 
Fixed Wing Sensor Programs at Lockheed 
Martin’s Missiles and Fire Control. “This 
also means that all F/A-18E/F customers 
will have the option of a reliable, easily 
maintainable and modern targeting pod.” 

To verify the mechanics of the system, 
flight testing with a non-operational 
Sniper ATP was conducted at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River in Maryland in 
March. Subsequently, flight-testing with 
an operational Sniper ATP was conduct-
ed at Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake in California in March. Both first 
flight tests were successful.

“The Sniper ATP provides an additional 
tool in the already robust Kuwait F/A-18 
Super Hornet package,” said Jessica Idle-
man, Boeing program manager Kuwait 
F/A-18 program. “The Super Hornet 
provides the warfighter with enhanced 
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situational awareness and Sniper ATP 
is an important part of our technology 
insertion plan and future growth of the 
platform.”

Currently, Sniper ATP flies on both the 
Kuwait F/A-18C/D and Canadian CF-18 
Hornets. As the Kuwait Air Force transi-
tions to the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, 
they will benefit by receiving the new 
capabilities that the latest Sniper ATP 
configuration provides to the Super 

Hornet fleet. There are currently more 
than 27 countries and 15 different types 
of aircraft operating with the platform-
agnostic Sniper ATP.

The modular design, field-proven reli-
ability (Sniper ATP exceeds 500 hours 
Mean Time Between Maintenance 
Events [MTBME]) and a world-class 
depot partnership with Robins Air Force 
Base makes Sniper the lowest Life Cycle 
Costs targeting pod on the market. 

With its advanced NP2000 propel-
ler and digital Electronic Propel-

ler Control System, Collins Aerospace 
continues to provide E-2D Advanced 
Hawkeye operators with reduced main-
tenance time and cost, and enhanced 
crew comfort and safety.

Quinlan Lyte, senior director, Propel-

ler Systems for Collins Aerospace said, 
“The E-2D plays a critical part in battle 
management command and control. 
Through the multiple benefits it provides, 
our intelligent, innovative NP2000 helps 
support the E-2D mission by increasing 
operational efficiency, maximizing per-
formance and boosting readiness.”

NP2000 has been in service with the 
US Navy and international customers 
on the Northrop Grumman E-2 and C-2 
since 2004, and with the US Navy and 
US Air Force on Lockheed Martin C-130 
variants since 2008. Over that time, the 
NP2000 has accumulated more than 1 
million flight hours.

Collins Aerospace to supply Northrop Grumman 
with NP2000 propeller systems for 39 E-2D aircraft

Collins aerospace has been awarded a second multi-year contract to supply Northrop Grumman with NP2000 
propeller systems for 39 E-2D aircraft. NP2000 offers operators the ability to replace individual blades on-
wing for reduced maintenance time and increased aircraft availability. By improving speed holding and blade 
synchronization, NP2000’s digital Electronic Propeller Control System also enhances crew comfort and safety 
by reducing vibration and noise inside the cockpit.
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Royal Air Force extends training contract with 
Boeing for next-gen C-17 aircrew and engineers

Royal Air Force has extended the training contract with Boeing for training of C-17 aircrew and engineers at 
C-17 International Training Centre in Farnborough.  Through this contract Boeing will deliver a technology-en-
ables program under a new Synthetic Training Service (STS) contract through 2040. The training program will 
apply a combination of digitally based training, advanced aircraft simulation and desktop training devices to 
advance the expertise of pilots, loadmasters and engineers who operate and maintain the C-17. The STS con-
tract also includes development of two new engineering training devices that employ the latest technology 
for practical maintenance training on a C-17 wing engine and the main landing gear assembly.

Minister for Defense Procurement 
Jeremy Quin MP said, “Ensuring 

we have a modernized Armed Forces 
capable of tackling future threats begins 
with access to world-class training for 
all of our personnel. This USD 348 mil-
lion investment will allow our air crews 
to operate this aircraft to its highest 
capability and maintain critical defense 
outputs and will extend our use of mod-
ern synthetic training techniques.”

 Anna Keeling, managing director of 
Boeing Defense UK said, “The RAF’s C-17 
is one of many defense platforms that 
Boeing provides standard, advanced 
and digital training systems for, helping 
to ensure the safety and readiness of 
the UK armed forces. We are proud to 
continue our long-term support for the 
RAF’s fleet of eight C-17s, delivered by 
highly skilled Boeing UK employees in 
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partnership with our UK-based suppli-
ers to enhance aircrew and engineering 
training and proficiency, while provid-
ing flexibility for the UK’s strategic airlift 
capability for decades to come.”

Since 2014, Boeing has provided air-
crew and engineering training support 
for the RAF’s C-17 Globemaster III fleet, 
which first arrived in the UK in 2001. The 
C-17 can carry equipment, supplies and 
troops directly to airfields in harsh ter-
rain anywhere in the world, day or night, 
as well as supporting humanitarian 
operations. Today the RAF is one of nine 
global operators.

“We’re proud to work closely with the 
RAF to deliver the best learning experi-
ence for their pilots, aircrew and main-
tainers,” said Tonya Noble, senior direc-
tor of Boeing Government Training. “We 
continue to innovate and develop our 

training solutions on proven platforms 
like the C-17 to meet evolving customer 
requirements and to capitalize on the 
significant benefits and efficiencies of 
digital technologies.”

The ITC is home to a C-17 full flight 
training simulator, a fixed-base mainte-
nance procedure trainer and a load-
master station. These devices, related 
courseware and support equipment, 
along with a group of 20 Boeing instruc-
tors and support staff, provide instruc-
tion on in-flight and ground operations 
checks, emergency procedures and C-17 
avionic and mechanical systems. Along 
with the RAF, C-17 operators from de-
fense forces around the world engage in 
training sessions with the Boeing team 
in Farnborough.

Recently the A400M successfully conducted a major 
helicopter air-to-air refuelling certification flight test 

campaign in coordination with the DGA (French Directorate 
General of Armaments), completing the majority of its certifi-
cation objectives, including the first simultaneous refueling of 
two helicopters.

The A400M is already able to drop up to 116 paratroopers, 
via simultaneous dispatch from the side doors with auto-
matic parachute opening, or from the ramp with automatic 
parachute opening or in freefall, day and night. Recent tests 
were completed in Spain, in collaboration with the UK Royal 
Air Force parachute test team, to expand up to 25,000 feet for 

automatic parachute opening – and up to 38,000ft for free fall.
The A400M also completed additional tests to expand its air-

drop capability, including multiple platforms with parachute 
extraction. France and Spain participated in these flights.

The A400M also achieved a new decisive milestone after the 
certification flights of its Automatic Low Level Flight capabil-
ity for Instrumental Meteorological Conditions (IMC). Using 
navigation systems and terrain databases, without the need of 
a terrain-following radar, this is a first for a military transport 
aircraft. This makes the aircraft less detectable in hostile areas 
and less susceptible to threats while conducting operations in 
hostile environments.

Airbus A400M, a gamechanger for military airlift 
and humanitarian missions

Airbus achieved three major milestones last week demonstrating the maturity of their A400M programme 
on all fronts.  They recently reached a milestone of 100th A400M with the delivery of tenth A400M for Span-
ish Air Force.  In the same week, the A400M global fleet also achieved the 100,000 flight-hours landmark 
performing missions worldwide for all eight customer nations. All A400M operators have been able to oper-
ate the aircraft intensively for Covid-19 emergency response missions, as well as conduct joint, collaborative 
operations.

Cont page 16
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2020 and 2021 also saw the use of the A400M in civil emer-
gency response roles during the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, not 
least for civil medical evacuation (medevac) duties – with Air-
bus providing critical support for air force operators – as well 
as for transporting key medical relief supplies.  The versatility 
of the aircraft also allowed a rapid conversion to medevac 

configuration, where installed critical care modules provided 
airborne intensive care units.

With the maturity, versatility and unique capabilities proven 
in operations all around the world, A400M is proving to be a 
game changer for military airlift and humanitarian missions 
in the 21st century.

Cont page 15

Anders Carp, deputy CEO of Saab 
and head of business area Surveil-

lance said, “Mutual trust, reliability and 
performance are the cornerstones of 
the successful long-term partnership 
between Panavia, the German Armed 
Forces and Saab. We look forward to 

supporting the Luftwaffe with the 
latest technologies contributing to the 
platform’s survivability and mission suc-
cess. Essential work will be carried out 
in Germany, which is in line with Saab’s 
strategy to expand our footprint on the 
German defense market.”

Saab’s state-of-the-art radar warning 
equipment provides aircrews with su-
perior situational awareness of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum in challenging 
environments. Saab received the initial 
order for radar warning equipment for 
Germany’s Tornado fighters in 1999.

Christoffer Rashdan, Business Devel-
opment Director at Saab’s business 

unit Aviation Services said,“With this 
contract, we are growing our installed 
base of DAM in the central European 
region, following a previous delivery to 
Hungary. The key to success for us has 
been proactivity and a close customer 
dialogue.”

The Deployable Maintenance Facility 
(DAM) provides enhanced and mobile 
maintenance capacity. Combined with 
an integrated Barracuda multispectral 
camouflage, DAM also provides protec-
tion against warfare sensors. By using 
DAM, the operational flexibility increas-
es by reduced dependency on stationary 
infrastructure for maintenance and pro-
tection. DAM contributes to improved 
autonomy and mission endurance while 
safeguarding operational availability.

Stefan Eriksson, head of Saab business 

Saab receives 400 million SEK contract from German 
Air Force for radar warning equipment upgrade

SAAB to deliver Deployable Maintenance Facility to 
Bulgarian Air Force

Saab recently received a 400 million SEK contract from Panavia Aircraft to upgrade the radar warning equip-
ment on the Tornado aircraft operated by the German Air Force. Saab will supply modern digital components, 
which will enhance the processing power and extend the lifetime of the Tornado’s radar warning equipment. 
Deliveries will take place between 2021 and 2025. Saab will carry out the work at its sites in Nuremberg, Ger-
many and Järfälla, Sweden.

The Bulgarian Air Force has signed a contract with SAAB to deliver the innovative Deployable Maintenance 
Facility (DAM).  The system will provide the Bulgarian Air Force with an efficient and flexible way to optimize 
their infrastructure capability. DAM will be used at numerous air bases throughout Bulgaria. It will provide 
a complement to existing permanent infrastructure and provide sufficient capability for parking, protection 
and maintenance of a variety of fixed and rotary wing aircraft in the Bulgarian Air Force.

unit Aviation Services said, “This is yet 
another great testament to the great 
multi-purpose capability of DAM. An as-
set equally suitable for use in-country as 
well as during deployed operations.”

Along with the system deliveries, Saab 
will also provide training where DAM 
will be installed together with the end-
user. Deliveries will commence later this 
year.
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The multi-mission platform provides 
the operator agility and flexibility 

to identify, track and react to counter 
threats. It merges the capabilities of 
larger ISR and armed aircraft into one 
resilient package. It is also capable of 
takeoff and landing on unimproved 
airstrips – allowing the aircraft to be 
deployed and co-located with special 
mission operators.

Jim Hirsch, President, Air Tractor said, 
“Air Tractor aircraft were developed 
precisely to operate in austere environ-
ments with limited infrastructure. Our 
aircraft are built to offer unparalleled 
flexibility, essential ingredients for spe-
cial mission operators.”

Luke Savoie, President, Aviation 
Services, L3Harris said, “Our mission 
systems, platforms, direct operators 
and sustainment teams have supported 
more than 1.3 million combat hours of 
special operations ISR and attack mis-
sions in the past 10 years. Combining 

Brenda Davidson, vice president, PAC-
3 Programs, Lockheed Martin Mis-

siles and Fire Control, “By choosing PAC-3 
MSE for missile defense, our customers 
around the world know they have the 
combat-proven technology needed to 
stay ahead of rapidly-evolving threats. 
We’re proud to deliver this advanced 
capability to Sweden so they can best 
defend their armed forces, citizens and 
infrastructure.”

US and Swedish officials formalized an 
agreement for Sweden to purchase PAC-
3 MSE interceptors and related support 

L3Harris Technologies teams with Air Tractor to 
develop ‘Sky Warden’- multi-mission combat specialist

 Lockheed Martin delivers Sweden’s first most 
advanced air defense missile – Hit-to-Kill

L3Harris Technologies and Air Tractor have teamed to produce the AT-802U Sky Warden, an affordable, pro-
duction-ready aircraft designed for airborne intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) and other mis-
sions in extreme combat environments. Sky Warden is based on the rugged and capable Air Tractor AT-802, 
which features the largest payload capacity of any single engine turboprop aircraft. It hosts L3Harris’ world-
class family of communications, sensors and airborne ISR solutions. The platform is backed by the company’s 
extensive turnkey ISR operation experience.

Lockheed Martin successfully delivered Sweden’s first Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) Missile Segment 
Enhancement (MSE) interceptors in April, providing the country with the world’s most advanced air defense 
missile that uses Hit-to-Kill technology to defend against incoming threats.

equipment in August 2018.
The PAC-3 MSE’s revolutionary two-

pulse solid rocket motor provides 
increased performance in both altitude 

and range while employing the same 
proven Hit-to-Kill technology that the 
PAC-3 CRI missile uniquely brings to the 
Patriot system.

that experience with Air Tractor, one of 
the largest turboprop aircraft OEMs in 
the world, enables our team to design 
and provide a mature platform capable 
of operating anywhere in the world and 
provides the tools needed to support any 
mission.”

Sky Warden’s name commemorates 
two best-in-class, multi-mission 

special operations combat platforms. 
It merges the deep history of the Viet-
nam era A-1E Sky Raider with the pres-
ent-day U-28, which uses the callsign 
“Warden” during combat operations. 
Sky Warden combines their heritage 
and capabilities to collapse the stack, 
providing one aircraft capable of mul-
tiple mission roles.
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With certified instructors who have 
been approved by the Bell Train-

ing Academy, utilizing Bells’ proprietary 
coursework, UHI is the only domestic 
Bell-Certified Training Facility (CTF) 
that is equipped to offer customers the 
expertise needed to master the Bell 206 
and gain their private pilot license and 
beyond using the Bell 505. UHI currently 
educates pilots on the 206B airframe, 
providing Initial and Refresher Flight 
courses in accordance with Bells’ cur-
riculum. With the addition of the Bell 
505 classes, beginner pilots now can ex-
perience the next-generation Jet Ranger 

French Navy orders couple more H160s for 
search and rescue ops

Universal Helicopters partners with Bell to 
deliver Bell 505 training to pilots

The French Armament General Directorate has placed a firm order for two more H160 for the French Navy. 
These aircraft will join the fleet of four H160s already contracted in 2020, the first of which is currently being 
assembled by Airbus Helicopters in Marignane, in the south of France. The six H160s will be delivered in a 
Search and Rescue (SAR) configuration and will gradually start operating from May 2022. These H160s will 
take over the SAR missions currently conducted by the NH90s and Panthers , allowing these combat helicop-
ters to fulfill their main tasks at sea on board combat vessels.

Universal Helicopters (UHI) have entered into a partnership with Bell to deliver Bell 505 training to pilots 
across the US and from around the world.  New pilots can receive ab initio and rotary wing add-on training in 
the new Jet Ranger X at various UHI locations, including their Scottsdale and Prescott Arizona locations. UHI 
can also provide training at your location on demand. With their dedication to educate and empower pilots 
– experienced and inexperienced – the teams are thrilled to provide hands-on instruction to individuals who 
might be in the initial stages of helicopter ownership or are even just curious about getting a pilot’s license. 

while obtaining their credentials as a 
private pilot, commercial pilot or both in 
a seamlessly operated and highly power-
ful platform.

Nearly 300 customers currently oper-
ate the Bell 505 for a broad range of 

missions. From adventurous outdoor 
exploration to beginner pilot training, 
the aircraft offers both passengers and 
pilots an unforgettable experience 
wherever it may take them. For novice 
aviators, it’s a simple, yet thrilling 
machine to use while learning the 
nuances of vertical flight, offering an 
easier transition into the rotorcraft 
world.

Bell is thrilled to work with UHI to 
expand training opportunities across 
the US and around the globe to instill 
a passion for Bell aircraft in future and 
experienced pilots.

The French Navy’s operational feedback 
with these H160s will benefit the de-

sign of the military version of the aircraft 
and its associated support system.

The H160s were ordered by Babcock 
in 2018 and will be maintained and 
equipped in partnership with Airbus He-

can be optimized for each mission. The 
H160s will be certified for use of night 
vision goggles which are necessary for 
winching operations at night.

The six H160s will be modified into a 
light military configuration by Babcock, 
a provider of critical, complex engineer-
ing services to governments, to answer 
to the needs of the French Navy. Babcock 
will integrate the Safran Electronics & 
Defense new generation electro-optical 
system, Euroflir 410.

The H160, as a next generation me-
dium twin engine aircraft, powered by 
Arrano engines, is modular by design in 
order to address missions ranging from 
offshore transportation, private and 
business aviation, emergency medical 
services, and public services.

licopters, and Safran Helicopters Engines 
ensuring the highest level of availability 
for the French Navy and the continuity 
of SAR operations on the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean coasts. Built by Airbus He-
licopters, the six H160s will be equipped 
with a winch and a modular cabin that 
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Sarah Kandrot, Head of Aerial Surveys 
with Green Rebel Group said, “This 

aircraft will help us to compile informa-
tion that will ensure offshore wind farms 
are built in the best locations to protect 
the ecology of the ocean. We are delighted 
that our aircraft has arrived in Cork, which 
means we can now begin conducting 
these important surveys. With this aircraft, 
large sections of the ocean can be surveyed 
over a shorter period of time than can 
be achieved with traditional boat-based 
surveys. Thanks to the ultra high-spec of 
our camera equipment, our aircraft will be 
flying at heights that will not cause any 
disturbance to birds or marine megafauna 
while at the same time allowing us to col-
lect the highest-quality digital imagery.”

SUBARU BELL 412EPX, upgraded version of Bell 412 
delivered to Japan’s National Policy Agency

Green Rebel Marine takes delivery of first DA42 
MPP for eco-friendly Aerial Survey

Subaru Corporation recently delivered SUBARU Bell 412EPX helicopter to Japan’s National Policy Agency. This 
marks the world’s first delivery of the SUBARU BELL 412EPX, the latest upgrade of the renowned Bell 412 series 
jointly developed by Subaru and Bell. The helicopter will be used by the Iwate Prefectural Police in its mission 
to serve the local community after pilot and maintenance training have been completed at Subaru’s Aero-
space Company’s Utsunomiya Plant.

The Green Rebel Marine has recently taken the delivery of its first DA42 MPP Aerial Survey aircraft thereby 
becoming the only domestic Irish company offering digital aerial surveys for ecological assessments associ-
ated with marine renewable energy projects. The Green Rebel Group has signed a partnership with Cork Air-
port, the Atlantic Flight Training Academy (AFTA) and Weston Aviation to establish Cork Harbour as a Green 
Energy Hub.

Mick Horgan, CEO of Green Rebel 
Group said, “I am hugely proud of the 
Green Rebel team and what they have 
achieved. We have put together an 
amazing team of data acquisition spe-
cialists and data scientists who are all 
experts in their respective fields. I have 
every faith that our aerial survey divi-
sion will be second to none.”

Mario Spiegel, Sales Manager of Dia-
mond Aircraft Industries Special Mission 
Aircraft Division said, “The DA42 MPP 
perfectly fits the philosophy of Green 
Rebel Marine of being a sustainable 
and environmental-friendly company. 
Not only the low fuel consumption and 
noise level, but also the use of lead-free 
fuel contributes to the green attributes 

of the aircraft. We are very glad that 
Green Rebel Marine selected the DA42 
MPP for their vision of making their aeri-
al survey operation as green as possible.”

The DA42 MPP is equipped with a 
camera system from Phase One which 
is mounted in a gyro-stabilized mount 
from Somag. In addition, an AIS receiver 
is recording GPS position of vessels 
or boats that are detected within the 
survey area. The aircraft will be based 
at the Weston Aviation hangar at Cork 
Airport. Its arrival has resulted in the 
creation of 15 direct jobs, and there are 
plans for further job creation over the 
coming years, which will ensure Cork is 
one of the leading players in the green 
energy sector.

The SUBARU BELL 412EPX is de-
signed to operate in demanding 

weather conditions and is built to 
support policing, firefighting, and 
disaster prevention and response 
missions for countries around the 
world. The aircraft is used as the 
foundation design for the UH-2, the 
next generation utility helicopter 
for the Japan Ground Self Defense 
Force.

In addition to manufacturing 
and sales, Subaru will enhance its 
commitment to the SUBARU BELL 
412EPX by providing aftermarket 
support such as parts supply and 
maintenance.
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Stan Melling appointed as 
General Manager at Elliott 
Aviation Minneapolis facility

Stan Melling is appointed as the General Manager of Elliott 
Aviation Minneapolis facility at Flying Cloud Airport (KFCM). 
Stan joins Elliott Aviation with over 30 years of aviation expe-
rience managing many different disciplines, including mainte-
nance, production, and sales.

Greg Sahr, CEO of Elliott Aviation said, “Stan has a great background 
leading large teams in aviation. He also has leadership experience 

in other industries that can help innovate the way we operate. Com-
bined with his leadership experience, his background as an A&P and 
private pilot give him a well-rounded background to grow our opera-
tions in Minneapolis.”

Stan was most recently the Director of Special Projects for ModTruss, 
where he led the development, implementation, and promotion of 
ModTruss Structures maintenance, inspection, and warranty pro-
gram. Prior to his experience at ModTruss, he held several positions at 
Embraer, including Acting Vice President of Operations, Senior Director 
of Production, and Program Manager. Earlier in his career, Stan was an 
Aircraft Mechanic at Elliott Aviation’s FCM facility. He is an A&P and 
private pilot.

Stan will be responsible for overseeing all scheduled and unscheduled 
events at Elliott Aviation’s Minneapolis facility. This includes the day-
to-day operations and customer interaction.

Greg Ulmer, executive vice president of Lockheed Martin Aeronautics said, “OJ’s 
extensive fighter experience, along with his strong relationships and strategic 

thinking, position him to lead our IFG team in continuing to provide the highest level of 
support for our F-16 and F-22 operators and industry partners around the world.”

Prior to assuming this role, he was vice president and general manager for the F-22 
Program, ensuring financial, schedule and quality performance targets were achieved. 
Sanchez has also served in senior leadership roles in Sustainment and the F-35 Program. 
He joined Lockheed Martin in 2014 after a distinguished US Air Force career, where his 
final assignment was serving on the Joint Staff supporting global operations for the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, D.C. During his US Air Force career, 
he served as a fighter pilot with more than 2,100 flight hours in the F-22 and F-15C and 
served in multiple operational and program leadership roles.

 OJ Sanchez appointed as VP and GM for 
Aeronautics Integrated Fighter Group at 
Lockheed Martin

OJ Sanchez is appointed as the new VP and general manager for Aeronautics Integrated Fighter Group (IFG), 
Lockheed Martin. He will be succeeding Bridget Lauderdale who was recently named vice president and 
general manager for the F-35 Lightning II Program. In this new role, Sanchez is responsible for the develop-
ment, manufacture and sustainment of the F-16 and F-22 programs as well as the T-50, K-FX and J-FX inter-
national partnerships.
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Dendall Wood, Stevens AOG General 
Manager said, “Brent is an experi-

enced leader with high ethical stan-
dards, technical competency, exceptional 
enthusiasm, and program management 
proficiencies that are aligned with 
Stevens’ vision. Our mission is to achieve 
excellence in everything relating to the 
customer experience; we believe Brent 
has the drive, expertise and leadership 
skills to move us closer to our goal.” 

Dave Andrew, Group Chief Executive, ASL Aviation Holdings said, “Fergus is a highly 
skilled and accomplished aviation professional and is well-respected throughout 

our industry. Fergus has had a 42-year career of achievement and success in Aer Lingus 
including being a long-term member of the Aer Lingus Executive Team. Fergus joins 
ASL at an exciting time and we look forward to his leadership of our newly restruc-
tured fleet, engineering and leasing teams in the implementation and fleet renewal 
and expansion plans,”

“I am thrilled to join such a progressive and agile aviation group and to support ASL 
in realizing its ambitious growth plans,” said Fergus Wilson. “I am focused on the chal-
lenges ahead and eager to start working with our Group fleet and engineering teams 
and with ASL’s airlines in Europe and associated airlines in South Africa and Thailand.”

Fergus Wilson joins ASL after a four-decade career in Ireland’s national airline. He joined 
Aer Lingus in 1978 as an apprentice instrument mechanic and then worked in various areas 
within the workshops, hangars, and line maintenance during which he followed a pro-
gramme of self-study to qualify in other engineering disciplines.

In 1988 he joined Aer Lingus Commuter as an aircraft engineer and went on 
to hold several supervisory and management roles.

In 2002 he was appointed as Acting Chief Engineer in Aer Lingus, 
subsequently joining the Senior Management Team in the role of 
Deputy Chief Engineer and was appointed as Chief Engineer in 2006. 
In 2010 he was appointed as the Director of Maintenance & Engineer-
ing.

Fergus joined the Executive Team in 2010 as Interim Chief Operat-
ing Officer and in 2011 was permanently appointed as COO.  In 2015 
he was appointed to his current role of Chief Technical Officer and 
regulatory Post Holder for Continuing Airworthiness.

Brent Wiggins promoted as Senior Manager at 
Stevens Aerospace

Fergus Wilson joins ASL Aviation as Group 
Fleet Leasing Director

Brent Wiggins has been promoted 
to the post of Senior Manager at 
Stevens Aerospace’ 24-hour/365-
day AOG team. Wiggins is an A&P 
and brings years of hands-on 
experience to Stevens, holding 
positions ranging from technician 
to director of maintenance with 
companies such as L-3, Nicholas 
Air and Wing Aviation Group. He is 
also well-versed in part 91,135, and 
145 operations. 

Fergus Wilson has been appointed as the Group Fleet Leasing Director at ASL Aviation Holdings. Fergus 
has joined the ASL Group from Aer Lingus where he was Chief Technical Office. Fergus has played a sig-
nificant leadership role in refocusing Aer Lingus owner, IA Group’s, various airline maintenance activi-
ties and capabilities.
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2021
France Air Expo
Lyon Bron Airport – LFLY

03-05
JUN

Safety and Flight Ops Conference
The Parisian Macao, Macao, SAR, China08-10

JUN 

Aviation Festival Asia 2020
Suntec Convention Centre, Singapore22-23

JUN 

World Cargo Symposium
Hilton Bomonti, Istanbul, Turkey12-14

OCT 

33rd IATA Ground Handling Conference
Prague, Czech Republic15-18

NOV 

Global Airport & Passenger Symposium
Prague, Czech Republic15-18

NOV 

16th Annual MRO Russia & CIS 2021
conference and exhibition
Moscow World Trade Center

15-16
SEP

Cabin Ops Safety Conference
The Parisian Macao, Macao, SAR, China

08-10
JUN


