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India – A Sleeping 
MRO Giant 
The Indian aviation industry is on a revolutionary path with the next few years 

witnessing record breaking passenger traffic and growth. To meet this rising 
demand, Indian operators have placed record orders, Indian government is rolling 
out schemes to benefit the Indian aerospace investors as well as calling in for-
eign investments, aerospace and MRO pockets are springing in Tier II and Tier III 
Indian cities, newer airports and infrastructure is being developed. In short, India 
is undergoing nothing but an aviation and aerospace boom. On this backdrop, the 
Aerospace Media Group had organized the fifth Aerospace and Defence MRO South 
Asia Summit 2024, co-located with the MRO XPO and MRO Interiors Exhibition on 
the 27-28-29th February 2024 at the Le Meridien Hotel, New Delhi, India.

To say the XPO and conference received phenomenal response from the indus-

try stakeholder would be a massive 
understatement. The event started with 
the tradition lamp lighting ceremony on 
the afternoon of February 27, 2024 and 
inauguration of MRO XPO 2024. About 
27 MRO exhibitors displayed their 
capabilities and was attended by 500+ 
visitors over three days. The exhibitors 
comprised not just Indian MROs and 
aviation interior companies but foreign 
exhibitors as well.

The exhibition floor was a bee-hive 
of activity for three-days in row with 
various contracts being signed, partner-
ships being forged and promises of a 
bright MRO future being made. 

Day II of the MRO South Asia Sum-
mit 2024, kicked off in early hours of 
chilly Delhi winter with the presence of 

Ryanair and Joramco add 10 maintenance lines in 
MRO contract
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Civil Aviation - Govt. of India, Lieutenant GeneralAjay Kumar Suri. Director General & Colonel 
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dignitaries from Indian Army, Navy as 
well as Air Force along with stalwarts 
from the civil MRO industry. The summit 
started off with the traditional lamp-
lighting ceremony followed MR. R.K 
Patra, Editor-in-Chief of the STAT Media 
Group extending a warm welcome to 
all the industry colleagues and guests. 
He threw light on how India is rapidly 
advancing to become one of major MRO 
hubs in South Asia and that the ‘oppor-
tunity lies right here’. He stressed the 
industry to come together to develop a 
strong MRO ecosystem in India with the 
help of OEM to create a balanced MRO 
foundation for the future.

The Welcome note was followed by 
address from Mr. Piyush Srivastava, Eco-
nomic Advisor from the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation. He further urged the investors 
to invest in India and make-in-India for 
the world. The minister spoke of various 
government schemes and initiatives to 
encourage new investors and uplift the 
existing MROs to establish and maintain 
a thriving sector going ahead. 

The Government address was followed 
by sharp insights from Defence sec-
tor with Keynote Address by Air Chief 
Marshal R. K. S. Bhadauria (Retd.) on 

‘Self Reliance in MRO.’ HE explained 
how India has the right talent, strate-
gic location and abundant resources 
from the Defence side to aid the civil 
MRO sector to gain. He urged the rising 
need of Civil-defence convergence in 
MRO sector so as to establish India as 
a self-reliant MRO nation in the world. 
His words were echoed by Lieuten-
ant GeneralAjay Kumar Suri, Director 
General & Colonel Commandant, Army 
Aviation. He said, “The Indian Army has 
two MRO depots in collaboration with 
HAL.  The Army wants civil aviation 
MROs to come up and set up their own 
repair shops, Army is willing to provide 
all kinds of infrastructure, hangar space 
as well as technology. Both the civil and 
defence MRO sectors can come togeth-
er, synergise and progress forward.” He 
concluded by mentioning that the profit 
sharing might be a bit less to start with, 
but going ahead he expressed hope that 
the picture will change very rapidly. 

The day progressed with various panel 
discussions focusing on trending topics 
like sustainability, civil-defence coop-
eration in MRO, emerging MRO technol-
ogies and engine leasing and finance. 
Voicing his thoughts on sustainability 

Sisira Dash, Chief Technical Officer, Air 
India said: “When we talk about the air-
lines, they are already a part of CORSIA 
which will be implemented from 2027. 
Airlines are currently looking at how 
to reduce the carbon footprint at their 
own levels, whether it can be weight 
reduction, fuel efficient engines etc. 
SAF is not the only solution or option 
for sustainable asset. Considering sus-
tainability, we have two methods – one 
when the aircraft is flying and second 
is when we engage ground activities. 
The sustainability eco-system is being 
developed globally, are the suppliers 
also following sustainability.”

Speaking about developing a sound 
MRO ecosystem in India, Ashok Gopi-
nath, President of GMR Aero Technic 
said: “Let us talk about the basic 
components of aircraft like a tyre. The 
replacement, repair and maintenance 
of an aircraft tyre goes outside India. 
An average wheel gives 250 to 350 
landings while the main wheel gives 
180 landings. Imagine the cost that an 
average airline bears for the shipping, 
inventory, storage etc. For something 
as basic as a tyre, if India is sending the 
tyres outside for an overhaul, we can 

MROSA 2024
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image the kind of costs that GMR incurs for 
shipping, inventory and storage.”

Various foreign OEMs like Spirit AeroSys-
tems and MROs like Lufthansa Technic gave 
stand-alone presentation in which they 
indicated expanding their business in India. 
GMR Aero Technic is already in a JV with 
Spirit AeroSystem and both the partners are 
looking at possible expansion in coming few 
months. The plans of this expansion were 
voiced during the MRO South Asia Summit. 
Lufthansa Technic also encouraged Indian 
companies to come forward for MoU and 
possible partnerships as they are looking at 
expanding their business in India. There was 
one common voice – “India is the future of 
aviation, invest in India now and reap multi-
fold benefits in years to come.”

The day concluded with a glamorous 
award ceremony in which GMR Aero Technic, 
AI Engineering Services, Safran and many 
other won many awards and accolades for 
their outstanding work.

Day II of the summit reflected and build 
upon the previous day’s agenda with topics 
like India – the future of MRO market, new 
trends in Helicopter MRO, Innovation in 
aircraft interiors and HR challenges. 

Day II kicked off with Justin Wee - Area 
Director (South APAC) - Aviation Global 
Services – Thales calling India as a sleeping 
giant. “Other OEMs like Thales, are looking 
at India as potential repair centres or repair 
hub going ahead.”

Othe discussions of the day revolved 
around skilled workforce in India, the rising 
number of Aircraft Maintenance Techni-
cians (AMEs) schools in the country, rising 
standards of teaching at par with global 
competitors. The day started with Gopinath 
of GMR Aerotech giving the mantra ‘Think 
Global, Work Local’ – Make-in-India for the 
world. He said, “We should not depend on 
domestic market. We get only 20% business 
from Indian market. Unless you set yourself 
on global standards, that will bring you 
global business. We missed the bus 30 years 
ago, but we should not miss the bus now. 
We need to ensure that all of us in the room 
makes it the MRO industry sustainable 

Speaking about the cheap labor in India, 
Gopinath added: “India is a labor-intensive 
market and we are at a cost advantage over 
the world due to skilled labor in India.”

All-in-all the final take-away from the 2-day 
conference was – “You can love India, hate 
India but u cannot ignore India going ahead. 
If you have the right model it can succeed.”
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CFM International and China Aircraft Leasing Group Holdings Limited have announced 
the selection of ‘s LEAP-1A engines to power an additional fleet of 20 Airbus A320neo 

and A321neo family aircraft, with deliveries scheduled to commence in 2026.

CFM to deliver 40 LEAP-1A engines 
for CALC Airbus fleet

ENGINES

CFM International has announced the 
selection of ‘s LEAP-1A engines by 

China Aircraft Leasing Group Holdings 
Limited (CALC) to power an additional 
fleet of 20 Airbus A320neo and A321n-
eo family aircraft, with deliveries sched-
uled to commence in 2026. The initial 
aircraft order was disclosed in early 
2020, and this recent engine selection 
further solidifies CALC’s commitment to 
modern and fuel-efficient technology. 
CALC has opted for CFM International’s 
advanced LEAP-1A engines to power 
its upcoming fleet of Airbus A320neo 
and A321neo aircraft. The LEAP engine 
family is known for its fuel efficiency, 
reduced CO2 emissions, and enhanced 
noise performance.

CALC highlights its long-standing rela-
tionship with CFM International, empha-
sizing CFM as a key partner contributing 
to its sustainable growth over the past 
decade. The collaboration is a testa-
ment to the trust and confidence CALC 
places in CFM’s engine technology. With 
this new engine order, combined with 

upcoming aircraft deliveries in 2024, 
CALC’s accumulated orders for LEAP-1A 
powered A320neo and A321neo aircraft 
will reach a total of 66 units. The selec-
tion underscores CALC’s focus on mod-
ern and efficient engine technology.

“We have long-standing relationship 
with CFM who has been a key partner 
of our sustainable growth over the past 
decade. Joining hands again, CALC will 
continue to invest in the in-demand latest 
technology aircraft and fulfill our commit-
ments to driving a sustainable aviation 
through our one-stop green fleet solu-
tions,” said Mike Poon, Executive Director 
and Chief Executive Officer, CALC.

The CFM LEAP engine family offers sig-
nificant advantages, including 15 to 20 
percent better fuel consumption, lower 
CO2 emissions, and improved noise 
performance compared to previous-
generation engines. These features 
contribute to enhanced operational 
efficiency and environmental sustain-
ability. Since entering service, the LEAP 
engine has enabled operators to reduce 

CO2 emissions by more than 35 million 
tons, showcasing the positive environ-
mental impact of adopting modern and 
fuel-efficient engine technology.

“We are proud to continue our journey 
with CALC, one of the industry’s leading 
aircraft leasing companies,” said Gaël 
Méheust, president and CEO, CFM Inter-
national. “Their continued trust in us is a 
testament not only to our products, but 
also to the world-class support that our 
customers have come to rely on in their 
daily operations,” he further added.

CALC’s decision to choose CFM 
International’s LEAP-1A engines for its 
additional Airbus A320neo and A321n-
eo aircraft aligns with the industry’s 
focus on sustainability and operational 
efficiency. The collaboration reflects 
CALC’s commitment to driving a green 
fleet and leveraging advanced tech-
nology to meet the demands of the 
evolving aviation landscape. The ongo-
ing partnership with CFM International 
underscores the importance of trusted 
relationships in the aviation industry.

L: Sebastien Imbourg, Vice President, Sales & Marketing, Safran Aircraft Engine R: Michael Poon, 
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of CALC.
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StandardAero Expands Service Reach to China with CAAC Approval for Boeing 757 
Engine MRO

StandardAero achieved a key milestone 
with Civil Aviation Administration of 

China (CAAC) certification approval for its 
Rolls-Royce RB211-535 turbofan engine 
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) ser-
vices. With this approval in bag, StandardAero 
will now be able to provide RB211-535 MRO 
support to Chinese operators of the B757.

The B757s make up for approximately 70 
aircraft or 20% of the in-service RB211-535 
fleet.

The RB211-powered B757 is extremely 
popular with cargo operators in China, rep-
resenting the second largest market for the 
type worldwide, says Janice Ho, Airline Sales 

Director – Asia for StandardAero Airlines & 
Fleets.

StandardAero’s partnership with Rolls-
Royce dates back to 2018 with the entry of 
life-of-type maintenance service on RB211-
535. In 2019, StandardAero inducted its 
first customer engine and finalized test cell 
certification in November 2020. Currently the 
810,000 square feet StandardAero facility in 
San Antonio is accepting bookings for 2024 
induction slots.

The RB211-535 powers nearly 60% of all 
Boeing 757s delivered, most of which are 
cargo operators. The engine is expected to 
remain in commercial service till 2040.

StandardAero receives CAAC approval for 
Rolls-Royce engine MRO

ENGINES
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Air India, and  SIA Engineering Company Limited have signed a 12-
year contract for comprehensive component support for the current 
fleet of Airbus A320 family aircraft through the Inventory Technical 
Management Programme.

Air India awards Airbus A320 
family jets component support 
contract to SIA Engineering

Air India, India’s leading global 
airline, has entered into a signifi-

cant collaboration with SIA Engineer-
ing Company Limited (SIAEC) through 
the signing of an Inventory Technical 
Management (ITM) Programme. The 12-
year agreement entails comprehensive 
component support coverage for Air In-
dia Group’s current fleet of Airbus A320 
family aircraft. SIAEC, along with its sub-
sidiaries and joint venture companies 
with Original Equipment Manufacturers 
(OEMs), will provide extensive inventory 
pool access, repair, and overhaul ser-
vices for airframe and on-wing engine 
components.

Campbell Wilson, Chief Executive Of-
ficer & Managing Director, Air India said: 
“We are delighted to have SIAEC as our 
partner. The collaboration will further 
bolster our repairs and maintenance 
competencies for the Airbus 320 family 
of aircraft and enhance our reliability 
and availability of components for 
aircraft operations.”

Key Points of the Agreement:
Inventory Technical Management 

Programme: Under the ITM Programme, 
SIAEC will offer robust component sup-
port for Air India Group’s Airbus A320 
family aircraft. This includes access 
to SIAEC’s inventory pool, ensuring a 
consistent supply of components to 
enhance the reliability and availability 
of Air India’s fleet.

Repair and Overhaul Services: SIAEC, 
through its network of joint venture 
companies and component shops across 
the Asia Pacific region, will provide re-
pair and overhaul services for airframe 
and on-wing engine components. This 
comprehensive support aims to bolster 
Air India’s maintenance and operational 
capabilities.

Enhancing Maintenance Competen-
cies: The collaboration is expected to 
strengthen Air India’s repairs and main-
tenance competencies for the Airbus 
A320 family of aircraft. The partner-
ship with SIAEC aligns with Air India’s 

commitment to optimizing component 
support and ensuring the operational 
efficiency of its fleet.

Air India’s Fleet Transformation: Air 
India, under the Vihaan.AI transforma-
tion roadmap, is undergoing a five-year 
transformation to become a world-class 
airline. The collaboration with SIAEC 
is a crucial step in this transformation, 
focusing on strengthening maintenance 
capabilities and optimizing aircraft 
component support.

Chin Yau Seng, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, SIAEC, said: “We honoured to be 
selected as Air India Group’s preferred 
MRO partner for the component re-
quirements and appreciative of their 
confidence in our Inventory Technical 
Management program. Our proven 
model will provide the maintenance pil-
lar support for Air India Group’s growth 
and expansion plans. Together with our 
network of joint venture companies 
and component shops located across 
the Asia Pacific region, we are confident 
to deliver a high quality and reliable 
service to Air India Group.”

Air India has an existing fleet of 
A320 family aircraft and has placed 
orders for an additional 210 A320 
family aircraft. This significant order is 
part of the historic 470-aircraft order 
placed in 2023, highlighting Air India’s 
commitment to fleet expansion and 
modernization. Founded by JRD Tata, 
of the TATA Group, Air India has been 
a pioneer in India’s aviation sector 
since its first flight in 1932. With an 
extensive domestic and international 
network, Air India is navigating a trans-
formative roadmap under the Vihaan.
AI initiative, focusing on becoming a 
world-class airline.

The collaboration between Air India 
and SIA Engineering Company marks a 
strategic alliance aimed at optimizing 
maintenance operations and ensuring 
the reliability of Air India’s Airbus A320 
family fleet. This partnership aligns 
with Air India’s ongoing transformation 
efforts and underscores the importance 
of robust maintenance support in the 
aviation industry. As Air India continues 
its fleet expansion, the collaboration 
with SIAEC is poised to play a pivotal 
role in enhancing the airline’s opera-
tional capabilities and delivering a 
superior passenger experience.
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Lufthansa Technik Philippines has conducted the twelve-year check on 
a Lufthansa Airlines Airbus A380, registered as D-AIMC, undergoing 
intensive inspections and component replacements during the layover 
in Manila.

Lufthansa Technik Philippines (LTP), in 
a significant milestone, has success-

fully conducted the twelve-year check 
on an Airbus A380, marking a first in the 
facility’s history. The extensive mainte-
nance work, completed on the world’s 
largest passenger aircraft, supports its 
return to active service in Lufthansa 
Airlines’ fleet. The aircraft, registered as 
D-AIMC, underwent intensive inspec-
tions and component replacements 
during the layover in Manila.

The twelve-year check on the Airbus 
A380 involves a meticulous inspection 
of the aircraft’s structure, surpassing 
the depth of three- or six-year checks. 
Over 500 passenger seats and various 
components from both passenger decks 
were removed and later reinstalled to 
facilitate access for thorough inspec-

tions. Major components were also 
replaced or temporarily dismantled as 
part of this comprehensive check.

“The return of the A380 to the fleets 
of many airlines has also boosted 
demand for maintenance services 
enormously. We are benefiting quite 
well from this with our A380 expertise 
here in Manila, that we recently even 
expanded with the third overhaul line,” 
said Elmar Lutter, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Lufthansa Technik Philippines. “In 
view of the delays in the delivery of 
numerous new wide-body aircraft, I am 
certain that services for the A380 will 
remain an integral part of our portfolio 
for years to come,” he further added.

One of the critical milestones in the 
twelve-year check is the complete re-
placement of the landing gear, consisting 

of five individual gear assemblies with 
a total of 22 wheels. Lufthansa Technik 
Landing Gear Services (LTLGS) in London 
overhauls the main landing gear com-
ponents, ensuring they meet rigorous 
safety standards for continued service.

All four Rolls-Royce Trent 900 engines 
on the A380 were temporarily removed 
during the check to allow for detailed 
structural inspections of the wings and 
engine mounts. The massive engines, 
each with a diameter of approximately 
three meters and a dry weight of over 
six metric tons, underwent minor 
inspections in alignment with their 
remaining service life.

In addition to the scheduled work 
packages, the LTP team addressed 
modifications, including implement-
ing airworthiness directives issued by 
Airbus during the aircraft’s prolonged 
inactivity.

During peak times, over 100 aircraft 
mechanics worked on D-AIMC as part 
of the twelve-year check. Despite ac-
cumulating more than 42,000 flying 
hours and over 4,300 flight cycles, the 
aircraft is now prepared for its return to 
active scheduled service with Lufthansa 
Airlines.

Demand for overhauls, known as base 
maintenance, for the A380 has surged 
due to airlines returning the aircraft 
to service amid increased passenger 
travel demand post-pandemic. LTP, with 
its expertise in A380 maintenance, has 
experienced high demand, and despite 
opening a third overhaul line for the 
type, the company’s capacities are 
expected to be fully utilized for years 
to come.

The successful completion of the 
twelve-year check on the Airbus A380 
at Lufthansa Technik Philippines 
showcases the facility’s expertise 
and capabilities in handling complex 
maintenance tasks for the world’s 
largest passenger aircraft. As airlines 
reintroduce the A380 into service to 
meet heightened travel demand, LTP’s 
proficiency in conducting thorough in-
spections and overhauls positions it as 
a key player in ensuring the continued 
airworthiness of these iconic aircraft. 
The A380’s return to the skies under-
scores the resilience and adaptability of 
the aviation industry as it navigates the 
evolving landscape of air travel.

Lufthansa Technik Philippines 
conducts first twelve-year 
check on an Airbus A380 jet

All four Rolls-Royce Trent 900 engines on the A380 were temporarily removed during the check to allow 
for detailed structural inspections of the wings and engine mounts.
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HEART OF 
AEROSPACE
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We care about the aeropsace engine 
industry and don’t believe in 
‘one size fits all’ solutions

Lufthansa Technik AG and Condor Flugdienst GmbH have inked 
comprehensive component support agreements covering both the 
new Airbus A320neo fleet and extending support for the A320ceo 
fleet.

Lufthansa Technik signs 
component support contract 
for Condor’s Airbus A32Xneo 
fleet 

Lufthansa Technik AG and Condor 
Flugdienst GmbH have inked compre-
hensive component support agree-
ments, signifying an expanded partner-
ship for the support of Condor’s Airbus 
fleet. The agreements cover both the 
new Airbus A320neo fleet and extend 
support for the A320ceo fleet, solidify-
ing Lufthansa Technik as the component 
support provider for Condor’s entire 

Airbus fleet.
The Total Component Support (TCS) 

agreements, set to become effective 
in May 2024 with a duration of twelve 
years, encompass a range of services 
including Maintenance, Repair & Over-
haul (MRO), spare parts pooling, and 
homebase services for the necessary 
components. These agreements build 
upon Lufthansa Technik’s existing sup-

port for Condor’s A330neo fleet, which 
commenced in 2023.

As part of the collaboration, Lufthansa 
Technik will play a crucial role in sup-
porting Condor during the production 
process of its growing A320neo fleet. 
The Aircraft Production Inspection 
Program (APIP) will be implemented for 
over 40 Airbus aircraft, covering inspec-
tions from initial subassembly to the 
final acceptance of the aircraft.

Christian Schmitt, COO & Accountable 
Manager, Condor said, “With Lufthansa 
Technik, we will continue to rely on 
a reliable partner who supports our 
ambitious goals with the most suitable 
services for us. Based on our previous 
cooperation, we have decided to further 
strengthen our partnership in order to 
benefit from Lufthansa Technik’s exper-
tise for our existing fleet and, in future, 
the new fleet. This puts us in a good 
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AJW Group has entered the Airbus A350 support market through the 
acquisition of a substantial package of spare parts including over 
2,500 components strategically located in hubs across Europe and 
North America. 

AJW Group to begin component 
support for Airbus A350 support 

AJW Group, a leading independent 
provider of aircraft component 

parts, repair, and supply chain solutions, 
has entered the Airbus A350 support 
market through the acquisition of a 
substantial package of spare parts. This 
strategic move positions AJW Group to 
offer support to A350 operators and air-
lines globally. As the aviation industry 
continues to evolve, support services 
play a critical role in ensuring the reli-
ability and efficiency of aircraft opera-
tions. AJW Group’s strategic move into 
the A350 support market reflects its 
adaptability and commitment to meet-
ing the evolving needs of its customers 
in the dynamic aviation landscape.

The package includes over 2,500 com-

ponents strategically located in hubs 
across Europe and North America. By 
strategically placing these spare parts, 
AJW Group aims to provide efficient 
and unparalleled service to its existing 
and expanding global A350 customer 
base. The company’s extensive network 
of warehouses and logistics capabili-
ties will enable the quick and efficient 
distribution of spare parts, minimizing 
aircraft downtime and ensuring uninter-
rupted operations for operators.

“This acquisition represents a signifi-
cant milestone for AJW Group,” said 
Christopher Whiteside, Chairman, AJW 
Group. “We are delighted to expand our 
support offerings to include the A350, 
one of the most advanced and efficient 

position for fleet modernisation.”
Condor, as Germany’s most popular 

leisure airline, has been a key player in 
the aviation industry for over 65 years. 
The airline annually serves more than 
nine million passengers, offering flights 
from nine major airports in Germany, 
as well as Zurich in Switzerland and 
Vienna in Austria, to approximately 90 
destinations across Europe, Africa, and 
North America.

The carrier’s fleet, exceeding 50 
aircraft, is maintained by its in-house 

maintenance operation, Condor Technik 
GmbH, adhering to the highest safety 
standards at locations in Frankfurt and 
Dusseldorf. Condor has been under-
going fleet modernization, with the 
introduction of the new brand identity 
in spring 2022, featuring the A330neo 
long-haul aircraft. The airline is set to 
receive 41 new short- and medium-
haul aircraft from the A320neo family, 
starting in 2024, contributing to a more 
sustainable and responsible approach 
to air travel.

“The new agreements are another 
important milestone in our trustful 
cooperation,” said Harald Gloy, Chief 
Operations & HR Officer at Lufthansa 
Technik. “It fills us with pride that we 
can now support Condor’s entire Airbus 
fleet with our excellent component 
services. Additionally, we are pleased 
to contribute our experts’ extensive 
experience in APIP services, having 
supported in the production process 
of more than 2,300 aircraft of various 
types,” he further added.

Lufthansa Technik’s role in supporting 
Condor’s entire Airbus fleet, coupled 
with overseeing the production process 
for the A32Xneo fleet, underscores the 
long-term partnership between the 
two entities. The agreements aim to 
enhance operational efficiency, provide 
robust MRO support, and contribute to 
the seamless integration of new aircraft 
into Condor’s growing fleet, empha-
sizing a commitment to excellence in 
aviation services.

aircraft in the market. The A350’s fuel 
efficiency, reduced emissions, and low 
noise footprint perfectly align with 
our commitment to sustainability and 
eco-friendly practices. The investment 
in this comprehensive package of spare 
parts underscores our dedication to 
providing world-class support solutions 
and our business strategy focus on sup-
porting the latest and most sustainable 
aircraft types,” he further added.

AJW Group’s entry into the A350 sup-
port market reinforces its position as a 
trusted partner in the aviation industry. 
The company, known for consistently 
investing in innovative solutions and 
expanding its capabilities, remains 
at the forefront of aircraft support 
services.

The Airbus A350 is a modern and ef-
ficient long-haul aircraft known for its 
fuel efficiency, reduced environmental 
impact, and advanced features. AJW 
Group’s entry into the A350 support 
market demonstrates its commitment 
to staying abreast of the latest devel-
opments in the aviation industry and 
providing comprehensive support for 
the latest generation of aircraft.

COMPONENTS
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PRATT & WHITNEY GTF™ MRO NETWORK
As the GTF fleet grows, we’re expanding MRO capacity around 
the world – in our shops and across a network of industry leaders. 
With 13 active locations worldwide and another six expected by 
2025, we’re sharing best practices, optimizing workscopes and  
driving innovation throughout the network – with automation,  
digital tools and advanced inspections and repairs. Together,  
we’re redefining what’s possible to support our customers.

LEARN MORE AT PRATTWHITNEY.COM/MRO-MAP

INTELLIGENT. GLOBAL. 
GROWING.

PRATT AND 
WHITNEY
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Introduction 
Customers demand aerospace paints 

and coatings that match their style-
books in terms of colours, look and 
finish. Importantly, it is a quality that 
manufacturers must deliver to last the 
expected shelf-life. Aerospace paint and 
coatings manufacturers work on innova-
tive products offering their customers 
improved efficiencies and expanded 
colour options.

Nikhil Kaitwade, Future Market In-
sights, gives an overview of the aero-
space coatings market, focusing on Asia

Engineers are trying to offer better 
aerospace services to enhance the 
experience of consumers, improving 
aerospace coatings’ performance and 
durability with cutting-edge technolo-
gies. 

Specialized coatings are helpful in that 
they offer protection against hazard-
ous environments, including corrosion, 
UV radiation, and moisture. Due to the 
protection provided by these coatings, 
aircraft become more durable, with 
increased performance. Manufacturers 
work closely with the aerospace sector 
by developing high-quality airplane 
paints. Here, we are talking about the 
advancements, types, and opportunities 
related to aerospace coatings. 

Typical Aerospace Coatings
Primer coatings: Primer is the first 

coating layer applied on the aerospace 
substrate. It enhances adhesion be-
tween subsequent and substrate layers 
of paint to improve performance.

Corrosion-resistant coatings help 

to protect from moisture, corrosion, 
salt, and other harmful factors. These 
coatings reach the underlying metal to 
prevent corrosive agents. Antifouling 
coatings prevent the buildup of marine 
organisms, including barnacles, algae 
and similar on aircraft. Heat-resistance 
coatings Aerospace vehicles and 
machines heat up during operations. 
Such heat-resistance coatings protect 
from damage, including engine compo-
nents. Thermal barrier coatings help to 
lower heat transfer, improve lifespan, 
and protect the structure. Abrasion-
resistant coatings reduce friction on 
the aircraft surface resulting in a better 
lifespan and protection of aerospace 
components. Radome coatings are used 
to protect communication and radar 
systems in aerospace, from harmful en-
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vironmental elements and transparent 
radio waves. Low observable coatings 
minimize electromagnetic wave reflec-
tion and radar cross-section. These 
render the aircraft less detectable to 
radar systems. 

Topcoat coatings form the final layer 
of coating that comes in a range of 
colours and provides the aesthetic ele-
ment of the aircraft while protecting 
the underlying layers. These are then 
the paints and coatings advancements 
in aerospace for solid performance and 
durability of aircraft. 

Opportunities in the Asian Region - 
aerospace coatings market

The Asian aerospace industry is 
experiencing significant opportunities. 
Some of these can be attributed to the 
quickly expanding aerospace market. 
The Asian market for aerospace coat-
ings is particularly burgeoning given 
the orders for aircraft to cater to the 
growing demand and potential in the 
air travel market. With an upwardly 
mobile middle class preferring to travel 
by air even for domestic destinations, 
an increase in tourism, and thus a rising 
demand for aircraft and the resultant 

demand for aerospace paints and coat-
ings for branding, safety, and mainte-
nance of the assets. 

The rise of low-cost carriers in certain 
Asian countries too creates demand for 
aircraft types and hence the additional 
demand for paints and coatings. For low 
maintenance costs for these airlines, 
paints, and coatings help reduce these 
costs.

Military modernization and upgrades 
in Asian countries are on the rise, 
thereby creating a demand for military-
grade coatings. Aerospace paint manu-
facturers are developing specialized 
coatings for drones, military machinery, 
and vehicles.

Sustainability and environmental 
regulations call for the aerospace sector 
to inculcate sustainability practices 
across operations and maintenance, 
and that includes paints and coatings 
applications.  

Advanced technology and innovation in 
Aerospace Paints and Coatings: 

Key companies are investing in re-
search and development activities to 
create cutting-edge aerospace coat-
ings. These companies are developing 
advanced coatings functionalities, in-
cluding improved thermal management, 
self-healing properties, and durability. 

Key Market Drivers - Paints and 
Coatings Advances 
Coatings World - factors driving the 
market are recent airline mergers, de-
mand for improved efficiencies in terms 
of lightweight products and better ap-
plication are the keys to growth in this 
high-tech market.

“Airline mergers do provide an ele-

ment of revenue for the aerospace coat-
ings industry,” said Mark Cancilla, global 
platform director – aerospace coatings, 
PPG Aerospace. “As liveries of the 
merged companies are unified, the coat-
ings suppliers can see a short term, but 
often significant impact… suppliers can 
demonstrate their expanded colour and 
design capabilities … by re-engineering 
its brand.”

Saya Daniela Vlad, BU director Aero-
space Coatings at AkzoNobel.  “With 
the top 150 airlines owning some 60 
percent of the order backlog, and with 
more than 2000 airlines worldwide, it is 
likely that consolidation in the industry 
will continue. The market for coatings 
as such is not negatively impacted. We 
indeed expect the world fleet to more 
than double in the next 20 years. This 
also creates opportunities for us.” This 
then is music to one’s ears if in the 
aerospace paints and coatings business.

What the customers want…
Improved product application 
properties
Faster product drying times
Lighter-weight coating systems
Longer service life

Improved efficiencies and a wider 
range of color options are the attributes 
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customers are seeking. According to 
Julie Voisin, Sherwin-William’s global 
product manager, “Customers are look-
ing for durability, coatings performance, 
distinctness of image, and unique color 
styling options.” 

“Especially when it comes to private-
ly-owned jets, owners want to differ-
entiate themselves with a unique paint 
job so we need to develop expanded 
color options,” she said. “In the case of 
commercial products, speed of paint 
process time is also key.”

“The coatings are also integral to the 
aircraft branding.  Airlines are increas-
ingly taking advantage of improved 
coatings colour capabilities…” say 
suppliers like PPG. They have devel-
oped dark colours for aircraft surfaces 
without concern over solar absorption 
with their solar-reflecting coatings.

The aerospace coatings industry is fast 
adapting to the demands for advanced 
paints and coatings that are environ-
mentally friendly. These are developed 
jointly with OEMs and the aftermarket 
segment. Newer corrosion inhibitors, 
other than the usual chromium are 
PPG’s Desoprime CF/CA7502 primer 
and Aerocron electrocoat primer. The 
demand is also for improved adhesion 
and compatibility with specific sub-
strates. Therefore, a lot of R&D is ongo-
ing to achieve these parameters. 

According to the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA), new tech-
nology in aerospace coatings can mini-
mize drag in the air and help reduce 
debris build-up, both of which reduce 
airplane fuel consumption, and thereby, 
carbon footprint. Such savings have 
both an economic and environmental 
impact that cannot be understated: 
a one percent improvement in fuel 
efficiency in the aviation industry can 
lower fuel costs by $700 million a year.

New Products
AkzoNobel’s advanced product is a 

basecoat clearcoat, useful for faster dry-
ing and improved adhesion. AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings recently announced 
Boeing qualification. 

Aerodur 3001/3002 Base Coat/Clear 
Coat is developed to reduce drying 
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times which makes the paint shop’s 
job more efficient with fast dry-to-tape 
time and ease of application, reducing 
paint cycle time reductions of up to 30 
percent. The product boasts of deliver-
ing superior gloss and colour retention. 

PPG has received numerous qualifica-
tions for its advanced products.  Their 
Desothane HD delivers application 
efficiency.  PPG has also qualified its 
Aerocron electrocoat primer to the 
AMS 3144 standard and announced 
the launch of its Andaro special effect 
pigments which offer depth in colour 
image, for a superior livery.  

PPG has launched its new Solar Heat 
Management (SHM) coatings incorpo-
rated into its Desothane product lines.  
These coatings permit the reduction 
in air conditioning requirements while 
the aircraft is on the ground in warm 
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conditions.  
Sherwin-Williams manufactures and 

distributes a complete line of advanced 
technology aerospace paint and coating 
systems for the interior and exte-
rior of a variety of commercial airline, 
general aviation, and military aircraft. 
This includes business jets, single or 
twin-engine aircraft, commercial airline 
fleets, corporate fleets, helicopters, 
regional airlines, cargo planes, and 
military aircraft.

Sherwin-Williams JetFlex Interior 
Aircraft Finish applies easily to plastic, 
metal, and composite surfaces. The 
fast-drying finish is available as well, in 
the two technologies – solvent-based 
polyurethane enamel and water-reduc-
ible polyurethane dispersion coating. 
Sherwin-Williams is the only manufac-
turer to have interior cabin topcoats 
qualified to Boeing BMS 10-83J, Type II, 
III, and V. 

JetFlex WR is a water-reducible 
polyurethane dispersion formula that 
meets stringent VOC standards and is 
free of chrome, lead, and isocyanate 
hazards. The company has introduced a 
coating Chrome Hazard Free Quick Dry 
Epoxy Primer (CM0483712), a high-
performance, two-component corrosion 
inhibitive Epoxy Primer that contains 
no chromate. The product is known for 
reducing dry time with an extended 
life. It provides excellent adhesion to 

treated substrates and meets US regula-
tor mandates. 

Ideally suited for commercial aircraft, 
military aircraft, business jets, and 
general aviation applications, produc-
ing superior topcoat gloss and delivers 
a very high square foot of coverage per 
gallon.

A complete chrome hazard-free coat-
ing system – including pretreatment, 
corrosion-protective primer, and top-
coat – offered by Sherwin-Williams has 
earned approval by SAE International’s 
Aerospace Material Specification G-8 
Organic Coatings Qualified Product 
Group. The SKYscapes basecoat-
clearcoat exterior coating system uses 
the latest technology to reduce paint-
process time by as much as 30 percent.

A first for the company, in which both 
the pretreatment and the corrosion-
inhibitive primer do not contain hexava-
lent chromium. 

A Vital Role Economically and Environ-
mentally

As another example, conventional 
aerospace coatings have historically 
been based on two-component polyure-
thane coatings that typically require 72 
hours to cure (fully develop their physi-
cal properties). Some coatings produc-
ers have developed coatings formula-
tions that use ultraviolet A (UVA) light 
to significantly accelerate the curing 

process. This enables airplanes under-
going topcoat refurbishing to get back 
into service faster. A faster turnaround 
for aircraft maintenance can enhance 
scheduling flexibility and ultimately 
help reduce costs.

Promoting sustainable practices
Manufacturers are looking towards 

sustainable practices to reduce environ-
mental impacts in the aerospace sector. 
Some of the sustainable practices in 
aerospace coatings are as follows:

 Ó Low-volatile organic compound   
   formulations
 ÓWater-based coatings
 Ó Eco-friendly raw materials
 Ó Recycling processes

Conclusion
The regulatory authorities oversee 

developing policies to reduce carbon 
emissions and enhance the quality of 
life. Key companies are complying by 
using cutting-edge technology. Some 
coatings producers have developed 
coatings formulations that use ultravio-
let A (UVA) light to significantly acceler-
ate the curing process. This enables air-
planes undergoing topcoat refurbishing 
to get back into service faster. A faster 
turnaround for aircraft maintenance 
can enhance scheduling flexibility and 
ultimately help reduce costs.

Through these aspects, manufacturers 
expect to advance the aerospace coat-
ings industry.

Reference Credit:
Thermalspray.com
Coatingsworld.com
www.americanchemistry.com
www.americanchemistry.com
www.futuremarketinsights.com
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Royal Brunei Airlines 
orders four 787s to fulfil 
regional travel demand

Royal Brunei Airlines ordered four 
B787s as a part of its widebody 

renewal program, in-sync with the 
airline’s long-term growth strategy, sus-
tainability goals and focus on passenger 
comfort. Royal Brunei Airlines has been 
operating the 787-8 for the last decade 
and with this order the airline has ex-
pressed its confidence with the product 
that customers have come to enjoy.

“The 787-9s symbolizes a bold step 
forward in our ongoing journey toward 
innovation and excellence,” says Sabirin 
bin Haji Abdul Hamid, CEO of Royal 
Brunei Airlines. He further expresses 

confidence that the new order will al-
low them to potential to tap into new 
growth areas, strengthen the market ap-
peal and enable them to provide a su-
perior travel experience to the guests.

According to Boeing the 787-9 offers 
versatility, efficiency and range that 

Royal Brunei Airlines desires to pursue 
increasing air travel and tourism op-
portunities.

Royal Brunei Airlines was the first 
Southeast Asian carrier to fly the 787 
Dreamliner over a decade ago.  Royal 
Brunei Airlines currently operates a 
fleet of five 787-8s, serving destina-
tions in Asia, Australia, the Middle East 
and the United Kingdom. The 787-9 
with a capacity of carrying nearly 20% 
more passengers than the 787-8 and fly 
14,010 km (7,565 nautical miles), will 
support the carrier’s growing capacity 
needs on these medium- and long-haul 
routes.

Boeing claims that the enhanced 
comfort features of the 787 family 
include air that is more humid and 
pressurized at a lower cabin altitude, 
as well as technology that counters 
turbulence. The 787 Dreamliner family 
also reduces fuel use and emissions by 
up to 25% compared to the airplanes 
it replaces.

 KEY TOPICS
• The Region Air Transport Transformation
• Aviation Technical Strategy Development
• Latest General Trends in Aircraft MRO
• Dialogue with Airline Leaders. Transformation 

of Business Models, Fleet Renewal, 
Recovery from the COVID Crisis

• MRO Digitalization
Discover the latest changes on the aircraft MRO, 
promote your products and services and benefit from 
outstanding opportunities to build new business 
relations and to expand your presence on the regional 
marketplace of the Southern Eurasia region!

 AUDIENCE
• MRO providers
• Aircraft & engine 

manufacturers
• Lessors

• Airlines
• Spare parts suppliers
• Consulting companies 
• Media

mro.atocomm.eu
Free for airlines

ATLC is intended to become the main event for air transport professionals in Central 
Asia and South Europe, dedicated to the search and discussion of business strategies 
and ways of further development in the new reality, exchange of experience in the 
changed conditions of the air transport market. The two-day international conference 
will provide executives of airlines, airports, aviation industry, service companies, and 
government regulators with an authoritative and independent discussion platform to 
discuss the most pressing topics and exchange views and experiences. 

How it was in 2023

Report

Video

ASIA 
CONNECT: 
MRO
The largest event in Central 
Asia devoted to aircraft 
maintenance and repair

March 26–27, 2024 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan
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Heston MRO completes 
takeover of Aviation NDT 
Services
Heston MRO has acquired Aviation NDT Services, aligning with its 
goal of expanding service offerings and market presence leveraging 
its enhanced capabilities to cater to a broader range of customers, 
including major airlines and defense entities.

Heston MRO, the largest independent 
total care Maintenance, Repair, and 

Overhaul (MRO) provider in Australasia, 
has further strengthened its position 
through the acquisition of Aviation NDT 
Services, a Melbourne-based company 
specializing in Non-Destructive Testing 
(NDT) for the aviation sector. Estab-
lished in 1986, Aviation NDT Services 

has built a reputation as a quality pro-
vider of independent and flexible NDT 
solutions across Australia, the Pacific Is-
lands, and the Asia region. The company 
has been serving a diverse clientele in 
both general and commercial aviation, 
offering crucial NDT services to ensure 
the safety and reliability of aircraft.

The strategic move aligns with Heston 

MRO NEWS 

MRO’s goal of expanding its service 
offerings and market presence in both 
the general and commercial aviation 
sectors. By integrating Aviation NDT 
Services into its operations, Heston 
MRO aims to leverage its enhanced 
capabilities to cater to a broader range 
of customers, including major airlines 
and defense entities.

Asta Zirlyte, CEO, Heston MRO said, 
“We are very excited about Aviation 
NDT Services joining the Heston MRO 
family. We aim to have a seamless 
integration of the two businesses as 
one Heston MRO NDT Unit, continuing 
to provide NDT services to existing Gen-
eral Aviation customers and expanding 
our range into the wider Commercial 
Aviation marketplace. We see solid 
growth potential to provide services to 
the larger national and international 
airlines and defense customers in the 
region.”

In addition to the acquisition, Heston 
MRO NDT Unit has ambitious plans for 
2024, including obtaining CASA Part 
145 approval for Rating D services. This 
certification will further establish the 
unit as a training ground for NDT career 
development, providing valuable op-
portunities for both existing and new 
employees to enhance their skills in 
Non-Destructive Testing.

Heston MRO, headquartered in Bris-
bane, Australia, operates as a CASA Part 
145 and Part 147 Total Technical Care 
organization. With a robust presence, 
including line stations, operations, 
and warehouses at major Australian 
airports, Heston MRO serves as the 
largest independent MRO organiza-
tion in the Australasian region. The 
customer base of Heston MRO includes 
a diverse range of major international 
airlines flying into Australia, as well as 
local operators.

As Heston MRO continues to grow 
through strategic acquisitions and 
expansions, the addition of Aviation 
NDT Services reinforces its commit-
ment to providing comprehensive 
and high-quality MRO services to the 
aviation industry. The seamless integra-
tion of these two entities is expected to 
contribute to Heston MRO’s position as 
a trusted partner for aviation mainte-
nance needs in the region.
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BBN Airlines Indonesia 
strengthens fleets with four 
more Boeing 737 jets
BBN Airlines Indonesia, a subsidiary of Avia Solutions Group, is set to 
bolster its position in the Indonesian aviation sector with the addition 
of three Boeing 737-800 fleets and one Boeing 737-400F fleet.

BBN Airlines Indonesia, a subsidiary 
of Avia Solutions Group, the world’s 

largest Aircraft, Crew, Maintenance, and 
Insurance (ACMI) provider, is set to bol-
ster its position in the Indonesian avia-
tion sector with the addition of three 
Boeing 737-800 fleets and one Boeing 
737-400F fleet. This strategic move is 
aimed at enhancing the airline’s charter 
flight services in Indonesia, catering 
to the growing demand in the region. 
The acquisition of these four fleets was 
successfully completed in November 
2023. Presently, the fleets are undergo-
ing meticulous maintenance checks, 
and they are anticipated to be ready 
for service in early March 2024. BBN 
Airlines Indonesia plans to deploy these 
aircraft for unscheduled passenger 
charter flights, covering both domestic 
and international routes.

The strategic move aligns with BBN 
Airlines Indonesia’s focus on unsched-
uled passenger charter flights and air 
cargo transportation services. The air-

line aims to address the rising demand 
for both domestic and international 
flights by expanding its fleet further. 
This expansion is part of the broader 
strategic plan of Avia Solutions Group, 
the parent company, which is making 
substantial investments in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Martynas Grigas, Chairman, BBN Air-
lines Indonesia said, “With the inclusion 
of these fleets, we are very confident 
that we can increase the number of load 
factors and also be able to open new 
routes in the future. By early 2024, BBN 
Airlines Indonesia already has six air-
craft in total, and the addition of these 
fleets is a significant step in developing 
our fleet to meet the demands of the 
growing market. This additional fleet 
will also support BBN Airlines Indone-
sia’s strategic plan to be able to operate 
a total of 40 aircraft by the end of 2027. 
We are optimistic that the mission car-
ried out by BBN Airlines Indonesia can 
strengthen the Indonesian aviation sec-

tor as a whole, both on a domestic and 
international market scale.”

BBN Airlines Indonesia’s emphasis on 
cargo services was highlighted when 
it obtained an Air Operator Certificate 
(AOC) for cargo services in August 2023. 
Since then, the airline has garnered 
significant trust from various stakehold-
ers, including collaborations with the 
Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
for transporting materials to support 
the rehabilitation of Port Vila Interna-
tional Airport in Vanuatu. The Ministry 
of Health Republic Indonesia has also 
partnered with BBN Airlines Indonesia 
for the delivery of Rotavirus Vaccine 
(ROTAVAC) from India and other hu-
manitarian aid missions.

The airline’s commitment to its stra-
tegic plan and mission is evident in its 
ambitious target to operate a fleet of 40 
aircraft by 2027. BBN Airlines Indonesia 
believes that the expanded fleet will 
not only cater to the increasing demand 
for air travel in Indonesia but will also 
contribute to the growth and develop-
ment of the broader aviation sector in 
the region.

As BBN Airlines Indonesia positions 
itself for sustained growth and success, 
the addition of these Boeing 737 fleets 
underscores the airline’s commitment 
to meeting the evolving needs of the In-
donesian aviation market. With a focus 
on charter flights and cargo services, 
BBN Airlines Indonesia aims to play a 
vital role in shaping the future of air 
travel in the region.
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Clay Lacy Aviation partners 
with Overair to develop 
AAM in California
Clay Lacy Aviation and Overair’s partnership will establish emission-
free and ultra-quiet electric aviation operations in Southern 
California, developing charging infrastructure, aircraft operation 
logistics, and vertiport facilities.

Clay Lacy Aviation, a leading private 
jet management company, fixed-

base operator (FBO), and infrastructure 
developer, has announced a strategic 
collaboration with Overair, a prominent 
player in advanced air mobility (AAM) 
and developer of all-electric vertical 
takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. The 
partnership aims to establish emission-
free and ultra-quiet electric aviation 
operations in Southern California, with 

a focus on developing charging infra-
structure, aircraft operation logistics, 
and vertiport facilities.

Overair’s Butterfly eVTOL aircraft, 
which is set to begin testing in early 
2024, will be a central element of the 
collaboration. The companies plan to 
create a concept of operations for the 
Butterfly aircraft and explore the devel-
opment of electric charging facilities at 

Clay Lacy’s FBO locations at John Wayne 
Airport in Orange County and Van Nuys 
Airport in Los Angeles. Additionally, the 
partnership will assess the establish-
ment of new vertiport facilities and 
services across Southern California.

“Advanced air mobility (AAM) is an 
ideal addition to Southern California’s 
transportation network, creating a new 
option for fast, safe, and quiet trans-
portation in the region,” said Valerie 
Manning, Chief Commercial Officer, 
Overair. “We have been working with 
our partners at Clay Lacy for over a 
year and are delighted to announce our 
shared plan. We are confident that this 
strategic collaboration will leverage our 
respective strengths to create an AAM 
network that will positively impact local 
residents and visitors alike,” she further 
added.

Under the agreement, Clay Lacy will 
take the lead in developing charging 
infrastructure and handling aircraft 
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operation logistics. Overair, on the other hand, 
will contribute its expertise in aircraft integra-
tion, maintenance, certification, user and verti-
port software integration, flight path planning, 
and public awareness building.

Overair’s partnership with Clay Lacy adds to 
its growing list of collaborations and initiatives 
in the advanced air mobility sector. The compa-
ny has previously announced partnerships with 
JetSetGo in India, the City of Arlington, DFW In-
ternational Airport in North Texas, and several 
agreements with South Korean partners.

“Ultra-quiet all-electric aircraft bring the 
promise of convenient and efficient transpor-
tation, easing traffic congestion and reducing 
travel times,” said Scott Cutshall, SVP Strategy 
and Sustainability, Clay Lacy. “This collabora-
tion with the Overair team brings us one step 
closer to better serving the residents and 
communities in Southern California,” he further 
added.

Founded in 2020 as a spin-off from Karem 
Aircraft, Overair has positioned itself as a 
global leader in advanced air mobility. The 
company’s flagship eVTOL aircraft, Butterfly, 
is designed to be a breakthrough in urban 

mobility, offering safety, superior payload, 
low sound emissions, and weather capabil-
ity. Overair’s collaborations and milestones, 
including full-scale propulsion testing and the 
assembly of a full-scale prototype, demon-
strate its commitment to leading the way in 
the emerging field of electric vertical takeoff 
and landing aircraft.

“As we continue to make strides developing 
Butterfly, we’re also focused on partnering with 
infrastructure leaders to ensure that operations 
using this new mode of transit can be scaled 
quickly and efficiently,” said John Criezis, head 
of mobility operations, Overair.

Clay Lacy Aviation, with a history dating back 
to 1968, is recognized as the world’s most 
experienced operator of private jets. Offering 
a range of services, including aircraft manage-
ment, charter, maintenance, avionics, interiors, 
and FBO services, the company has built a rep-
utation for delivering superior safety, service, 
and value to aircraft owners and jet travelers 
worldwide. With its extensive experience, Clay 
Lacy is well-positioned to contribute to the 
development of electric aviation infrastructure 
and services.

MRO NEWS
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Duncan Aviation, a prominent 
provider of aircraft mainte-

nance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) 
services, has marked a significant 
milestone with the arrival of the 
first two business jets into its newly 
constructed state-of-the-art mainte-
nance hangars in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and Battle Creek, Michigan. The 
Bombardier GL5000 entered the Lin-
coln hangar on February 5, followed 
by a CL300 at the Battle Creek facil-
ity on February 9. Both maintenance 
hangar projects, initiated in 2022, 
feature spacious 46,000-square-
foot hangars equipped with 
32-foot-high doors. Additionally, 
a 62,000-square-foot, two-floor 
addition for storage and backshops 
complements the hangar space.

Duncan Aviation collaborated 
closely with its long-standing partner, 
Tectonic Management Group, incor-
porating the latest advancements in 

green construction technologies for 
both locations. Sustainability features 
include light harvesting, radiant floor 
heating powered by energy-efficient 
boilers, LED lighting fixtures with sen-
sors, and automatic dimming capabili-
ties. The buildings and systems are 
designed to surpass standard energy 
codes by more than 25%.

Jeff Lake, President and CEO of 
Duncan Aviation said, “We did not 
build these hangars to gain market 
share, but to maintain the market 
share we have in a growing indus-
try.”

As the aviation industry witnesses 
an increase in the size of jets and 
major inspections become due, 
hangar capacity becomes more 
critical. The new hangars provide 
Duncan Aviation with some flexibil-
ity, but Lake notes that they will fill 
up quickly, highlighting the ongo-
ing demand for MRO services in the 

industry.
The strategic investment in mod-

ern, efficient, and environmentally 
sustainable facilities reflects Duncan 
Aviation’s commitment to meeting 
the evolving needs of its customers 
and positioning itself as a leader in 
the aircraft maintenance industry. 
The state-of-the-art hangars will 
contribute to Duncan Aviation’s 
ability to continue providing high-
quality MRO services and support to 
a wide range of business jets.

Duncan Aviation’s move to invest 
in advanced green construction 
technologies aligns with the indus-
try’s growing focus on sustainability 
and environmental responsibility. 
The incorporation of energy-effi-
cient features in the new hangars 
reflects the company’s dedication to 
reducing its environmental impact 
and adopting innovative practices in 
its operations.

Duncan Aviation inducts first business 
jets at latest Michigan hangar

Duncan Aviation has welcomed the first two business jets, the GL5000 and CL300 
into its new 46,000-square-foot hangars equipped with 32-foot-high doors state-of-

the-art maintenance hangars in Lincoln, Nebraska, and Battle Creek, Michigan.

UPCOMING FACILITY 
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Ryanair and Joramco add 
10 maintenance lines in 
MRO contract 

The extension will see Ryanair undertake 
10 lines of heavy maintenance for the 
next 10 years at Joramco’s MRO facility 
in Amman aligning with Ryanair’s plans 
to grow its fleet to over 800 aircraft by 
the end of the decade.

Joramco, a Maintenance, Repair, and 
Overhaul (MRO) provider based in 

Jordan has announced an extension 
to its maintenance agreement with 
Ryanair, Europe’s leading airline. The 
extension will see Ryanair undertake 10 
lines of heavy maintenance for the next 
10 years at Joramco’s MRO facility in 
Amman, Jordan. This agreement aligns 
with Ryanair’s plans to grow its fleet 
to over 800 aircraft by the end of the 
decade.

The 110,000-square-meter facility of 
Joramco will play a crucial role in facili-
tating heavy maintenance for Ryanair’s 
expanding fleet. The airline’s recent or-
der for 300 Boeing 737 MAX-10 aircraft 
contributes to its goal of carrying over 
300 million passengers annually by 
2034. The new Boeing 737 MAX-10s are 
known for their fuel efficiency, greener 
technology, and enhanced passenger 
capacity, making them a strategic choice 
for Ryanair’s growth.

Neal McMahon, Chief Operations Of-
ficer, Ryanair said, “We are delighted to 
announce this extended agreement for 
10 maintenance lines with Joramco for 
the next 10 years. Joramco have dem-

onstrated excellent standards in their 
state-of-the-art facilities, and we are 
pleased to extend our partnership with 
them for 10 maintenance lines for the 
next 10 years as we grow our fleet to 
over 800 aircraft. The enduring strength 
of this relationship is demonstrated this 
week as Joramco successfully com-
pletes 100 Ryanair aircraft C checks.”

Ryanair utilizes a combination of 
internal facilities and external suppli-
ers for heavy maintenance. While the 
airline continues to invest in its internal 
maintenance capabilities, the agree-
ment with Joramco provides flexibility 
for winter maintenance seasons and 
complements Ryanair’s overall mainte-
nance strategy.

With over 60 years of experience, 
Joramco has established itself as a lead-
ing independent MRO facility, serving 
a diverse range of customers in the 
Middle East, Europe, South Asia, Africa, 
and the CIS countries. The company 
is strategically located at Queen Alia 
International Airport in Amman, Jordan, 
with a facility that includes five hangars 
capable of accommodating up to 17 air-
craft. Joramco holds certifications from 

regulatory authorities, including the Eu-
ropean Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), 
the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), and Jordan’s Civil Aviation Regu-
latory Commission (JCARC).

Fraser Currie, Chief Executive Officer, 
Joramco said, “Following the success-
ful completion of Joramco’s 100 th C 
check for Ryanair, we are delighted to 
agree a further 10 years from 2024 for 
10 maintenance lines. This agreement 
reflects our commitment to delivering 
safe and reliable maintenance services 
to Ryanair fleet, and this strategic move 
solidifies the partnership between 
Ryanair and Joramco and ensures ef-
ficient and timely C checks for Ryanair’s 
growing fleet.”

In conclusion, the extended mainte-
nance agreement between Ryanair and 
Joramco aligns with the airline’s ambi-
tious growth plans. Joramco’s expertise 
and facilities will play a pivotal role in 
supporting Ryanair’s expanding fleet, 
ensuring efficient maintenance services 
for the next decade. The partnership re-
flects the commitment of both entities 
to safety, reliability, and the seamless 
operation of Ryanair’s aircraft.
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Jeh Aerospace 
inaugurates new 
manufacturing hub
Jeh Aerospace recently inaugurated its 
manufacturing hub, with a capacity 
extension of 160,000 sq.ft in Hyderabad 
with USD 2.75 million seed funding from 
General Catalyst through a strategic 
partnership.
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Jeh Aerospace, an aerospace and defence manu-
facturing startup from India recently inaugurated 

its manufacturing hub, with a capacity extension of 
160,000 square feet in Hyderabad. This inaugura-
tion came on the backdrop of the company securing 
USD 2.75 million seed funding from General Catalyst 
through a strategic partnership.

In addition to General Catalyst’s investment, the 
seed funding round for Jeh Aerospace also saw 
participation from industry veterans. Notably, Airbus 
India’s former CEO and MD, Dwarakanath Srinivasan, 
and the former president of Boeing India, Pratyush 
Kumar, contributed as angel investors.

Jeh Aerospace is co-founded by Tata Boeing Aero-
space ex-Chief Operating Officer Vishal R Sanghavi 
and Venkatesh Mudragalla, ex-senior executive at 
Tata Sikorsky Aerospace Ltd, Jeh Aerospace of-
fers manufacturing, engineering, and supply chain 
management solutions to the global aerospace and 
defense industry at all tiers, from OEMs to tooling 
manufacturers.

The manufacturing hub aims to reshape the supply 
chain experience for global aerospace customers 
with vetted supplier networks that meet or exceed 
global quality standards. The facility aims to create a 
more robust and adaptable aerospace supply chain 
and work towards enhancing the industry’s capabili-
ties and resilience. 
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Airbus to deliver six H130 
helicopters to Niagara 
Helicopters 
Airbus has finalized an order for six H130 helicopters, with Niagara 
Helicopters, equipped with state-of-the-art technologies, materials, 
systems, and avionics, and recognized for its quiet operation and 
powerful performance.

Airbus has finalized an order for six 
H130 helicopters, with Niagara 

Helicopters, a prominent tourism com-
pany located in Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
marking a comprehensive renewal of its 
entire fleet. Specializing in sightseeing 
tours over Niagara Falls, the company 
welcomes over 100,000 customers 
annually, providing a nine-minute, 
27-kilometer scenic tour of the iconic 
natural wonder. 

The H130, known for its suitability 
in tourism, features a spacious, unob-
structed cabin capable of accommodat-
ing the pilot and up to seven passen-
gers. Its design ensures outstanding 
visibility through a large wrap-around 
windscreen and wide windows, en-
hancing the sightseeing experience. 

Equipped with state-of-the-art technol-
ogies, materials, systems, and avionics, 
the H130 is recognized for its quiet 
operation and powerful performance.

As a single-engine helicopter, the 
H130 is widely used in sightseeing ser-
vices, charter operations, and emergen-
cy medical services. The aircraft’s pan-
oramic seating, active vibration control 
system, and improved air conditioning 
contribute to exceptional comfort for 
passengers. The H130 also stands out 
for its economical operating cost per 
seat in its class, making it a preferred 
choice for tourism operators.

“In order to continue to deliver a first-
class visitor experience, we felt it was 
time to upgrade our aircraft,” says Denis 
Pilon, Chief Operating Officer, Niagara 

Helicopters. “After nearly 10 years of 
working with Airbus Helicopters, we are 
confident that the H130 continues to 
be the ideal aircraft for our operation. 
We are pleased to be working with the 
Airbus team again. We look forward to 
many more years of cooperation and 
collaboration,” he further added.

The H130, belonging to the Ecureuil 
family, represents 47% of the Airbus-
built in-service helicopter fleet globally 
and has accumulated over 40 million 
flight hours. Its open-space cabin de-
sign, theater-style seating for rear pas-
sengers, and cost-effective operation 
contribute to its popularity in various 
helicopter applications.

“We’re honoured that Niagara Helicop-
ters has once again put their trust in Air-
bus, as they work to deliver exceptional 
experiences for visitors to the Niagara 
region,” said Dwayne Charette, Presi-
dent and COO, Airbus Helicopters in 
Canada. “They are an esteemed partner 
and we are delighted they have chosen 
Airbus as their exclusive helicopter pro-
vider since 2015,” he further added.

Niagara Helicopters’ decision to renew 
its entire fleet with six Airbus H130 he-
licopters reaffirms the aircraft’s suitabil-
ity for tourism operations and under-
scores the reliability and trust built over 
years of collaboration between Niagara 
Helicopters and Airbus Helicopters. This 
fleet renewal positions Niagara Helicop-
ters to continue offering unparalleled 
sightseeing experiences over Niagara 
Falls, showcasing the natural beauty to 
visitors from around the world.
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Airbus to deliver order 20 
A330neo jets to Vietjet
Airbus has entered into a MoU with Vietjet Air to acquire 20 A330-
900 widebody aircraft powered by the latest generation Rolls-Royce 
Trent 7000 engines.

Airbus has entered into a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) 

with Vietjet Air signaling its intention 
to acquire 20 A330-900 widebody 
aircraft. This marks a significant move 
for Vietjet, representing its first-ever 
order for widebody planes, which will 
play a crucial role in the airline’s strat-
egy for long-range and high-capacity 
regional services. The Memorandum of 
Understanding signifies the initial step 
in Vietjet’s commitment to modernize 
its fleet and expand its global flight 
network. Once finalized, this order will 
see the A330-900s replacing Vietjet’s 
existing leased fleet of A330-300s, con-
tributing to the overall fleet moderniza-
tion plan.

Vietjet aims to leverage the advanced 
features of the A330-900, including its 
fuel-efficient new-generation design, 
to enhance operational capabilities 
and align with the airline’s sustainable 
development goals. The order is part 
of Vietjet’s broader strategy to achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2050, demon-
strating a commitment to environmen-

tal responsibility.
 Dinh Viet Phuong, Chief Executive 

Officer, Vietjetsaid, “The new A330neo 
aircraft is a strategic addition to 
comprehensively modernise Vietjet’s 
fleet, enhancing operational capabili-
ties to support our global flight net-
work expansion plan. Its fuel-efficient 
new-generation design aligns with our 
sustainable development strategy and 
ESG goals, aiming for net-zero emis-
sions by 2050. With the introduction 
of the A330neo, passengers can look 
forward to longer-range, well-equipped 
flights with excellent services at more 
competitive fares.”

The Airbus A330-900 is known for its 
award-winning Airspace cabin, offer-
ing passengers an enhanced travel 
experience with more individual space, 
larger overhead bins, advanced lighting 
systems, and state-of-the-art in-flight 
entertainment and connectivity. Vietjet 
sees the introduction of these aircraft 
as a means to provide passengers with 
longer-range, well-equipped flights at 
competitive fares.

The A330-900s will be powered by 
the latest generation Rolls-Royce Trent 
7000 engines, providing superior fuel 
efficiency and enabling non-stop flights 
over substantial distances. Vietjet’s 
decision to introduce these widebody 
aircraft aligns with its strategy to offer 
passengers a combination of operation-
al efficiency, environmental sustainabil-
ity, and a high level of comfort.

“We are excited to work with Viet-
jet on the next phase of the carrier’s 
expansion,” said Christian Scherer, CEO 
of the Commercial Aircraft business, 
Airbus. “The A330neo will enable the 
airline to achieve the lowest possible 
operating costs per seat and to continue 
to offer its customers the best possible 
value wherever they fly. It will also be 
the perfect complement to the A321X-
LRs already on order with the airline, 
as it spreads its wings to more far flung 
destinations,” he further added.

This order is considered a strategic 
addition to Vietjet’s fleet, allowing the 
airline to replace older aircraft and 
support its ambitious plans for network 
expansion. The A330-900s are expected 
to contribute to Vietjet’s growth by 
serving both long-range international 
routes and high-capacity regional ser-
vices, meeting the evolving demands of 
the airline’s route network.

The commitment to acquire 20 A330-
900s complements Vietjet’s existing or-
der for A321XLR aircraft, showcasing a 
comprehensive strategy to enhance the 
airline’s operational capabilities across 
different route categories. Christian 
Scherer, CEO of the Commercial Aircraft 
business of Airbus, expressed excite-
ment about working with Vietjet on the 
next phase of the airline’s expansion, 
highlighting the A330neo’s operational 
efficiency and value for passengers.

In conclusion, Vietjet Air’s decision to 
sign an MoU for 20 Airbus A330-900 
widebody aircraft represents a strategic 
move to modernize its fleet, improve 
operational efficiency, and support its 
growth ambitions. The collaboration 
with Airbus underscores Vietjet’s com-
mitment to delivering a superior travel 
experience while embracing sustain-
ability in the aviation sector. This order 
positions Vietjet for a new phase of ex-
pansion and operational excellence in 
the evolving airline industry landscape.
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Embraer 
approves 
Fokker Services 
Asia as its 
Authorised 
Service Center 
for E-Jets
Fokker Services Asia receives approval to service 
Embraer’s first-generation E-Jets, supporting the 
growing demand in the region

Embraer has selected Fokker Services Asia, Seletar, 
Singapore to be its Authorized Service Center for 

first-generation E-Jets, thus supporting the steadily 
growing Embraer presence in the Asia Pacific region.

As a next step the two companies plan on entering 
into a definitive agreement in the first half of 2024. 
Thus, by then Fokker Services Asia will have the stamp 
of approval by Embraer to conduct maintenance ser-
vices on the E-Jets first generation family.

Following the approval from Australian authorities 
CASA, for the E190 aircraft, this certification from Em-
braer comes as a major milestone for Fokker Services 
Asia in its path to become full Embraer MRO service 
provider. 

Frank Stevens, Vice President of Embraer Services and 
Support hails this MoU as a part of Embraer’s efforts to 
expand its Asian footprint. “Embraer has been grow-
ing in the Asia-Pacific region during the last year and 
it is very important to keep expanding our capacity, 
capability, and footprint to bring value to our custom-
ers,” adds Stevens.

Feeling extremely proud and satisfied with the Fokker 
Service Asia team, Thomas Kennedy, Managing Director 
of Fokker Services Asia, says that they will now formal-
ly establish a full new line of work for comprehensive 
aircraft maintenance for Embraer aircraft.

AGREEMENTS

From left to right: Mr Jonas Yap, Senior Manager, MRO Development & Relations, Asia, Embraer Services & Support. Mr Frank Stevens, Vice President of 
Global MRO Centers for Embraer. Thomas Kennedy – Managing Director – Fokker Services Asia. Leon Kouters – Vice President Marketing & Sales – Fokker 
Services Group.
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Leonardo C-27J 
aircraft makes 
debut flight to 
test sustainable 
solutions
Leonardo recently tested an innovative and 
sustainable flight solution under the Clean Sky 2 
programme at Turin’s Caselle airport integrated 
into Leonardo C-27J aircraft.

Leonardo recently tested an innovative and sustainable 
flight solution under the Clean Sky 2 programme at 

Turin’s Caselle airport. The technological demonstrator was 
integrated into Leonardo C-27J aircraft. The demonstrator is 
to test innovative morphing surfaces with adaptive tech-
nologies and digital flight control algorithms. The demon-
strator will validate the technical solutions conceived and 
designed by Leonardo’s engineers in Turin and Pomigliano 
d’Arco, making a significant contribution to reducing the 
fuel consumption and therefore towards a sustainable and 
climate neutral aviation – of the future aircraft.

The experiment was carried out on Leonardo’s C-271J 
Spartan aircraft, as a European Flying Test Bed. The vari-
ous experiments involved innovative wing configurations 
featuring special mobile surfaces – Innovative Wingtips and 
Morphing Winglets  capable of changing shape during flight 
through active, adaptive technology and digital systems.

These unusual surfaces are manoeuvred by advanced 
electromechanical actuators with digital local control units 
and a central flight control computer on board of the aircraft 
which acts as a supervisor, checking and regulating the per-
formance of the active Load Control & Alleviation system 
in real time to optimise the aircraft asset, performance and 
fuel consumption during the flight.

The WingTip is equipped with a mobile part measuring 
about 80 centimetres, capable of rotating by up to ±15 de-
grees, while the Winglet is a vertical flap about 1 metre high 
at the tip of the wing, composed of two independent mobile 
parts, each with a maximum rotation of +5 to -15 degrees.

“We are registering extraordinary technological results, 
made possible by an excellent European aeronautical eco-
system in which Leonardo is at the helm, brilliantly playing 
the part of innovation and sustainability coordinator,” said 
Aurelio Calcedonio Boscarino, in charge of Strategy and In-
novation, Leonardo Aircraft Division.

This activity confirms the excellence of Leonardo’s in the 
design of new configurations and architectures featuring 
innovative aircraft flight control solutions, and the ability to 
evolve in response to the biggest challenge, which will be 
keeping up with the digital transformation, to guarantee the 

SUSTAINABLE AVIATION 
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development of an aeronautical indus-
try and a solid European supply chain 
capable of guaranteeing sustainable, 
and competitive worldwide growth.

The availability of experimental data 
will represent a strategic technological 
asset, also because of its potential for 
training artificial intelligence algo-
rithms for maturing flight controls and 
future digital systems offering great 
reliability and incremental levels of 
autonomy, with reduced workload, in 
order to optimise the characteristics 
and performance  of future aircraft dur-
ing all the phases of the flight, reducing 
overall weight, fuel consumption and 
costs, while optimizing the product 
throughout the life cycle”. 

This milestone comes only a few days 
after another important technological 
achievement under the European Clean 
Sky 2 programme: the new fuselage Pax 
Cabin Demonstrator.

On January 10, a full-scale demonstra-

tor of a regional aircraft fuselage was 
taken from Leonardo’s Large Structures 
Laboratory in Pomigliano d’Arco to the 
Fraunhofer Institute in Valley, Germany. 
The demonstrator is the result of Leon-
ard’s collaboration with twenty Euro-
pean partners, including universities, 
research centres, SMEs and industries.

Measuring 7.3 metres in length and 
having a diameter of 3.4 metres, the Pax 
Cabin Demonstrator structural compo-
nents are made in composite materials 
assembled by using advanced automated 
systems. The goal of technological devel-
opment is to improve onboard comfort 
with innovative environmental condition-
ing solutions and cabin components, such 
as onboard services and special seats. Af-
ter passing vibration and acoustic testing 
in Leonardo’s laboratories, the demon-
stration will be completed at the German 
research facility under the Leonardo’s 
supervision, conducting comfort tests and 
validating the technologies integrated at 

the highest levels of maturity that can be 
achieved in research.

The research programme and the 
technological demonstrators were 
co-financed by the European Union 
within the framework of the Horizon 
2020 programme, and will help develop 
the technologies required for a future 
generation of low-emissions aircraft: an 
essential element giving concrete form 
to the European Commission’s commit-
ment to achieving climate neutrality in 
air transportation by 2050.

The technologies developed under the 
Clean Sky programme, in synergy with 
those that will be developed under the 
Clean Aviation programme, contribute to 
guaranteeing a net reduction in green-
house gases (GHGs) of at least 30% over 
the state of the art in 2020, aiming to 
permit the entry into service of a new 
generation of aircraft no later than 2035 
and promoting replacement of 75% of 
the world’s civil aviation fleet by 2050.
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Embraer is the new member 
of United Airlines Ventures 
Sustainable Flight Fund
Embraer has announced its participation in the United Airlines 
Ventures Sustainable Flight Fund, launched in Feb 2023, with 22 
corporate partners, committing over $200 million in capital for in 
startups decarbonizing the air travel ecosystem.

Embraer, the Brazilian aerospace com-
pany, has announced its participa-

tion in the United Airlines Ventures 
(UAV) Sustainable Flight Fund, an 
investment initiative aimed at advanc-
ing Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) 
by supporting innovative startups. The 
fund, launched in February 2023, has 
now grown to include 22 corporate 
partners, committing over $200 million 
in capital to invest in startups dedi-
cated to decarbonizing the air travel 
ecosystem. The availability of Sustain-
able Aviation Fuels plays a crucial role 
in achieving aviation sustainability, as 
these fuels can reduce greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions by up to 80% com-
pared to conventional jet fuel. Enhanc-

ing SAF availability is a key target for 
Embraer, as it works toward achieving 
carbon-neutral operations by 2040.

Embraer’s dedication to sustain-
ability is integrated into its business 
strategy. The company has conducted 
successful flight tests using 100% neat 
SAF and continues to explore ways to 
minimize its environmental impact 
through strategic partnerships, innova-
tion, and research and development on 
zero-emission alternative propulsion 
systems.

“Embraer is proud to join United Air-
lines Ventures Sustainable Flight Fund, 
which is aligned with our commitment 
to develop and support innovative solu-
tions to address the growing need for a 

clean energy transition in aviation,” said 
Leonardo Garnica, head of corporate 
innovation, Embraer. “In a joint col-
laborative effort with our partners, we 
can accelerate large-scale SAF produc-
tion as the aviation industry progresses 
toward the goal of net-zero emissions 
by 2050,” he further added.

The UAV Sustainable Flight Fund is a 
groundbreaking investment vehicle de-
signed to garner support from cross-in-
dustry businesses for startups focused 
on decarbonizing air travel through SAF 
research, technology, and production. 
The fund, comprised of more than $200 
million in investment commitments, 
includes corporate partners such as Air 
Canada, Boeing, Google, Honeywell, and 
now Embraer, among others.

As the aviation industry seeks to ad-
dress the environmental impact of air 
travel, partnerships and collaborative 
efforts like the Sustainable Flight Fund 
are essential in driving innovation and 
accelerating the adoption of sustain-
able practices. Embraer’s involvement 
in the fund underscores its commit-
ment to playing a role in the industry’s 
transition toward more sustainable and 
eco-friendly aviation solutions.
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Bombardier’s newest apprenticeship program, in cooperation 
with WSU Tech, will teach future airframe and powerplant (A&P) 
technicians.

Bombardier collaborates 
with WSU Tech for technician 
apprenticeship program in 
the U.S.

Bombardier announced partnership 
with Wichita State University Cam-

pus of Applied Sciences and Technology 
(WSU Tech) to develop an apprentice-
ship program to teach future airframe 
and powerplant (A&P) mechanics. Dur-
ing the two-year paid apprenticeship 
program, students will get hands-on 
training at Bombardier Group’s Wichita 
facility as well as classroom teaching 
at WSU Tech. They will be able to learn 
from expert instructors and aviation 
maintenance leaders while also gaining 
vital knowledge about Bombardier’s 
world-class line of business jets.

Students who successfully complete 
this state-registered A&P apprentice-
ship program—the first of its kind in 

Kansas—will get on-the-job training 
and their Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) A&P certification. Their role at 
Bombardier will change from apprentice 
to full-time A&P technician, allowing 
the company to hire more technicians 
and provide OEM maintenance services 
more quickly.

Paul Sislian, Executive Vice-President, 
Aftermarket Services & Bombardier 
Strategy, Bombardier said, “We are 
pleased to deepen our roots in Wichita 
and the U.S. through the launch of this 
foundational program in collaboration 
with WSU Tech, a leader in aviation me-
chanic training in Wichita. The start of 
this apprenticeship program highlights 
Bombardier Group’s ongoing commit-

TRAINING

ment to not only expanding its foot-
print in Wichita, but to training, hiring 
and retaining qualified professionals, 
which will further increase our ability to 
provide exceptional customer service to 
our clients.”

This is Kansas’s first A&P technician 
apprenticeship programme officially 
registered with the state. Students will 
conduct in-class coursework at WSU 
Tech and practical training at Bombar-
dier Group’s Wichita facility across the 
two-year programme.

With the launch of this programme, 
the Bombardier Group has demon-
strated its commitment to growing its 
aftermarket services and growing its 
footprint in Wichita by employing and 
training competent personnel.

Dr. Sheree Utash, President of WSU 
Tech and VP of Workforce Development 
at WSU, said, “WSU Tech is excited to 
join with Bombardier to provide our 
students with an extraordinary learn-
ing opportunity at their state-of-the-art 
facility in Wichita. This collaboration 
demonstrates the power of uniting 
education, government, business, and 
industry, resulting in success. We are 
profoundly grateful for the fiscal sup-
port from the State of Kansas, which 
played a crucial role in making this 
opportunity a reality. Through such 
dynamic alliances, we can offer our stu-
dents impactful, real-world experienc-
es, significantly enhancing our skilled 
workforce and reinforcing our strong 
commitment to applied learning.”

In recent years, Bombardier has in-
creased the size of its global network of 
service centres and, as a result, its glob-
al aftermarket footprint has grown by 
about a million square feet. By investing 
in the education and employment of 
highly qualified experts, Bombardier 
further demonstrates its dedication to 
expanding its aerospace pipeline.

In addition to its well-known and 
expanding service centre, Bombardier is 
well-represented in the world’s aviation 
capital thanks to Bombardier Defence 
and the renowned Bombardier Flight 
Test Centre, which is currently test-
ing the Global 8000, the fastest and 
furthest-flying business jet in the world, 
as part of an ongoing certification 
campaign in advance of the aircraft’s 
anticipated 2025 entry into service.
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Air Canada partners with 7 colleges to offer 
scholarships for maintenance engineering 

students in Canada
Air Canada has partnered with seven colleges in Canada to provide financial assistance to students 

pursuing studies as AMEs self-identifying as women or visible minorities with one student from each 
college receiving a $1,500 scholarship.

Air Canada has announced a partnership with seven colleg-
es in Canada to provide financial assistance to students 

pursuing studies as Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (AMEs) 
who self-identify as women or visible minorities. This initia-
tive aims to support access for under-represented students in 
the field of aircraft maintenance. 

In addition to passenger services, Air Canada Cargo, the air-
line’s freight division, provides air freight lift and connectivity 
to destinations globally. As part of its sustainability efforts, 
Air Canada has set an ambitious goal of achieving net-zero 
emissions from all global operations by 2050.

Under the agreement, one student from each of the partici-
pating colleges, including the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology (BCIT), École Nationale d’Aérotechnique, Centen-
nial College, Fanshawe College, Canadore College, Mohawk 
College, and Northern Lights College, will receive a $1,500 
scholarship to assist with the cost of their AME education. The 
scholarship recipients will also have the opportunity for a 
work placement at Air Canada Maintenance. The initial agree-
ment is set for three years, and the first scholarships will be 
awarded later in 2024.

“Air Canada is committed to fostering the next generation of 
AMEs and we are proud to collaborate with these schools from 
across Canada. This scholarship is in addition to other pro-

grams we have in place, such as workplace integrated learning, 
and will help traditionally under-represented students move 
forward with their education in this exciting, professional STEM 
field,” said Joshua Vanderveen, Vice President of Maintenance 
at Air Canada. “Today’s AMEs are highly skilled people who 
require technical expertise, critical thinking skills, effective, 
collaborative problem-solving abilities in working with some of 
the most complex and advanced commercial aircraft. Through 
initiatives like this, Air Canada is working to help the Canadian 
aviation industry continue developing skilled AMEs to support 
commercial flights,” he further added.

Today’s AMEs play a crucial role in aviation, requiring 
technical expertise, critical thinking skills, and effective 
problem-solving abilities to work with complex and advanced 
commercial aircraft. By providing scholarships and work op-
portunities, Air Canada aims to contribute to the development 
of skilled professionals in the field.

Air Canada, as Canada’s largest airline and the country’s 
flag carrier, operates scheduled services to over 180 airports 
worldwide. The airline is a founding member of the Star Alli-
ance and holds a Four-Star ranking from Skytrax. Air Canada’s 
Aeroplan program is a leading travel loyalty program, allow-
ing members to earn and redeem points across a vast network 
of airline and non-airline partners.
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Thales will implement its AVANT Up IFE solution across Air India’s fleet of 40 Boeing 777 and B787 jets 
along with 11 new Airbus and Boeing aircraft to be delivered in 2025.

Thales to provide AVANT Up In-Flight 
Entertainment on Air India long-haul flights 

Thales is set to elevate the passen-
ger experience through a strategic 

partnership with Air India, a prominent 
global airline with an extensive interna-
tional network. The leading aerospace 
technology provider will implement its 
cutting-edge AVANT Up inflight enter-
tainment (IFE) solution across Air India’s 
fleet, comprising 40 Boeing 777s and 
787s, in addition to the integration into 
11 new Airbus and Boeing aircraft deliv-
eries scheduled to commence in 2025.

Thales’ AVANT Up IFE solution prom-
ises to deliver a comprehensive and 
engaging entertainment experience to 
Air India passengers. The system will be 
retrofitted on the existing fleet, starting 
in 2024 and continuing through 2025, 
providing an extensive catalog of enter-
tainment options, including an interac-

tive 3D map and immersive route-based 
programming.

Yannick Assouad, Executive Vice-Pres-
ident Avionics, Thales said, “At Thales, 
we are very proud to deepen our long-
standing partnership with Air India. 
We are committed to supporting the 
airline’s transformation by delivering 
state-of-the-art AVANT Up technologies 
that transcend the ordinary to offer Air 
India’s customers world-class inflight 
experiences celebrating the vibrant 
culture and colors of India.”

One of the standout features of AVANT 
Up is its Select User Interface (UI), 
designed to enhance passenger engage-
ment and offer an intuitive navigation 
experience. Passengers will have ac-
cess to a wide range of entertainment 
content, ensuring a memorable and 

enjoyable journey.
AVANT Up features Thales’ advanced 

Optiq displays, which utilize 4K QLED 
HDR technology to deliver unparalleled 
picture quality. These displays are de-
signed to provide passengers with the 
best viewing experience during their 
flights. Additionally, Optiq displays 
come equipped with in-screen USB-A 
and USB-C high-speed charging ports, 
allowing passengers to charge their de-
vices while enjoying the entertainment.

Optiq displays also support two Blue-
tooth connections, providing passen-
gers with the flexibility to pair wireless 
headphones or other devices directly 
with the inflight entertainment system. 
This feature, combined with built-in 
WiFi, ensures that passengers can stay 
connected and entertained throughout 

TECHNOLOGY
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their journey.
Ashish Saraf, VP and Country Direc-

tor for India, Thales said, “India is the 
fastest growing aviation market in the 
world, with huge potential for further 
growth. This sets the stage for airlines 
to elevate the overall flying experience 
of passengers. We are pleased to sup-
port Air India in achieving the ambition 
of providing superior customer expe-
rience with our advanced AVANT Up 
inflight entertainment.”

The deployment of Thales’ AVANT Up 
system on Air India’s existing fleet will 
be a phased process, starting in 2024 
and concluding in 2025. The retrofitting 
of the IFE solution onto the Boeing 777s 
and 787s is a key element of Air India’s 
commitment to enhancing the overall 
passenger experience.

Furthermore, Thales will play a crucial 
role in shaping the inflight entertain-
ment experience for Air India’s new 
Airbus and Boeing aircraft, with deliver-
ies expected to begin in 2025. This stra-
tegic move aligns with Air India’s vision 
of providing passengers with a unique 
and innovative onboard entertainment 
system.

Thales, a trusted partner of Air India, 
is committed to supporting the airline’s 
transformation journey. The AVANT Up 
system is a testament to Thales’ dedica-
tion to delivering state-of-the-art tech-
nologies that go beyond conventional 

inflight entertainment solutions.
The strategic partnership between 

Thales and Air India underscores the 
significance of technology-driven 
enhancements in the aviation sector. 
Thales aims to celebrate the vibrant 
culture and colors of India through its 
AVANT Up solution, providing passen-
gers with world-class inflight experi-
ences.

Rajesh Dogra, Chief Customer Experi-
ence Officer, Air India said, “Air India is 
committed to providing a world-class 
travel experience to its passengers. 
Partnering with Thales for its top-of-
the-class AVANT Up inflight entertain-
ment systems is a step in the direction 
of our transformation program. This 
latest inflight entertainment technol-
ogy will allow us to stay at the forefront 
of aviation technology and will help us 
provide our passengers with a unique 
onboard entertainment system.”

Thales has been a significant contribu-
tor to India’s growth story since 1953. 
With operational offices and sites across 
key locations like Noida, Delhi, Hyder-
abad, Bengaluru, and Mumbai, Thales 
has played a vital role in multiple 
sectors, including Defence, Transport, 
Aerospace, and Digital Identity and 
Security markets.

The company’s two engineering com-
petence centers in Noida and Bengaluru 
focus on digital identity and security 

business, as well as hardware, software, 
and systems engineering capabili-
ties for both civil and defence sectors. 
Thales continues to support India’s 
development by sharing its technolo-
gies and expertise, making a substantial 
impact on the country’s aerospace and 
technology landscape.

Thales’ AVANT Up system is poised to 
transform the inflight entertainment 
experience for Air India passengers, pro-
viding a diverse range of entertainment 
options with cutting-edge technology. 
As the aviation industry continues to 
evolve, strategic collaborations be-
tween airlines and technology provid-
ers become instrumental in enhancing 
passenger satisfaction and setting new 
benchmarks for the industry. Thales’ 
commitment to supporting Air India’s 
transformation aligns with the broader 
goal of delivering exceptional inflight 
experiences that resonate with the 
vibrant culture and preferences of the 
passengers.

With the deployment of AVANT Up, Air 
India aims to not only meet but exceed 
passenger expectations, setting a new 
standard for inflight entertainment in 
the Indian aviation landscape. As the 
partnership unfolds, passengers can 
look forward to an immersive and en-
joyable journey, complemented by the 
latest advancements in inflight enter-
tainment technology.
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Bombardier offers new Smart 
Service Defence for customised 

maintenance operations
Bombardier has introduced new smart 

service offering for defence customers by 
expanding its cost-per-flight-hour program 
with ‘Smart Services Defense’. The program is 
essentially for Bombardier’s Defense clients 
like growing special mission, medevac, head-
of-state, and government operators who may 
require a specific maintenance plan consider-
ing their high utilization or unique operating 
profiles.

Bombardier claims that this is the ultimate 
turn-key defining cost-per-flight-hour solu-
tion providing clientele with comprehensive, 
peace-of-mind cost-per-flight-hour programs 
that bring budget predictability for essential 
aircraft parts and maintenance costs – includ-
ing the added value of Bombardier’s Smart 
Services’ legacy of 35-plus years of cost-per-
flight-hour expertise.

According to Bombardier the Smart Service 
Defense provides an easy option when it 
comes to all the maintenance needs, offering 
budget predictability and cost protection. 
The customers can also choose from wide 
selection of optional maintenance and opera-
tions cost offerings to design a program for 
maximum peace of mind.

“With Smart Services Defense, customers 
receive an enhanced cost coverage pack-
age that is customizable to their needs and 
backed by Bombardier’s more than three 
decades experience with cost-per-flight hour 
solutions,” says Paul Sislian, Executive Vice 
President, Aftermarket Services & Strategy, 
Bombardier.

Some of the other advantages of Smart 
Services Defense as explained by Bombar-
dier include, complete maintenance cost 
coverage on major components such as 
aircraft systems components (scheduled and 
unscheduled) and landing gear overhaul, 
APU coverage for all Global platforms, parts 
shipping, technical publications, a guaran-
teed flight-hour rate throughout the term 
and more.

The new offering can also be enhanced 
with key options including cost coverage for 
scheduled and unscheduled maintenance, 
Mobile Response Team (MRT) support, Bom-
bardier’s Smart Link Plus connected aircraft 
program, High Utilization Maintenance 
Program and comprehensive onsite support 
from our expansive customer support team, 
Bombardier says.
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Bell tests HSVTOL Technology at 
Holloman Air Force Base

Bell has completed testing efforts at Hol-
loman Air Force Base, showcasing the 

capabilities of its High-Speed Vertical Takeoff 
and Landing (HSVTOL) technology. The team 
utilized the Holloman High-Speed Test Track 
to conduct tests, demonstrating key tech-
nologies such as the folding rotor, integrated 
propulsion, and flight control at representa-
tive flight speeds. The testing is part of the 
SPRINT (Speed and Range as an Enabler for 
Novel Design) program, aiming to develop 
an X-Plane, an experimental aircraft that 
demonstrates technologies for high-speed 
vertical lift and runway independence.

Bell’s HSVTOL technology includes innova-
tive features such as a folding rotor, integrat-
ed propulsion systems, and advanced flight 
control technologies. These capabilities are 
aimed at achieving a transformational combi-
nation of aircraft speed and runway indepen-
dence, contributing to the advancement of 
air mobility platforms.

“The successful sled test completion is a 
culmination of Bell’s HSVTOL research and 
unprecedented technology development,” 

said Jason Hurst, Executive Vice President of 
Engineering, Bell.“The technology demon-
stration provides Bell with critical experience 
and knowledge that will inform our X-plane 
development for DARPA’s SPRINT program. It 
is a pivotal step in the creation next genera-
tion of high-speed vertical lift aircraft for 
future warfighters,” he further added.

Textron Inc., the parent company of Bell, 
is a multi-industry company that leverages 
its global network of businesses, including 
aircraft, defense, industrial, and finance, to 
provide innovative solutions and services to 
customers worldwide. Textron is recognized 
for its powerful brands, including Bell, Cess-
na, Beechcraft, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, 
E-Z-GO, Arctic Cat, and Textron Systems.

The successful testing at Holloman Air Force 
Base represents a pivotal step in advanc-
ing the development of high-speed vertical 
lift technologies, contributing to the future 
capabilities of military aircraft and air mobil-
ity platforms. Bell continues to be at the 
forefront of innovative technologies, driving 
advancements in vertical lift and aviation.

Bell has completed testing of its HSVTOL technology at Holloman Air Force Base, 
demonstrating key technologies such as the folding rotor, integrated propulsion, and flight 

control at representative flight speeds to develop an X-Plane.
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Lockheed Martin And Red 6 Integrate AR 
training for TF-50 simulator

Lockheed Martin and Red 6 have successfully integrated 
Red 6’s latest augmented reality (AR) training technol-

ogy with a TF-50 simulator, marking a groundbreaking effort 
to enhance pilot readiness through innovative training 
solutions. This collaboration aims to evaluate AR applica-
tions and accelerate their integration into the TF-50 aircraft 
design, minimizing the need for extensive flight hours in pilot 
training. ATARS is the technology that for the first time ever, 
enables a complete live virtual and constructive ecosystem 
in the airborne environment – from beyond visual range to 
within visual range. 

The TF-50, offered by Lockheed Martin for advanced fighter 
training programs, is uniquely configured as a light attack 
fighter and an advanced trainer with modern enhancements. 
Lockheed Martin’s commitment to meeting customer needs 
and advancing 21st Century Security solutions is reflected in 
its strategic partnerships and digital investments, as demon-
strated by the integration of Red 6’s AR technology.

“Red 6 is ushering in a new paradigm with technology that 
will address current production, absorption and experience 
challenges facing military flight training,” said Daniel Robin-
son, founder and CEO, Red 6. “We will continue to pursue our 
vision of connecting all warfighters across all domains into 
joint training and operational environments – all underpinned 
by our state-of-the-art AR technology,” he further added.

Red 6, a portfolio company of LM Ventures, specializes in 
augmented reality technologies, particularly the Airborne 
Tactical Augmented Reality System (ATARS) and Augmented 

Reality Command and Analytic Data Environment (ARCADE). 
The ATARS technology enables a complete live virtual and 
constructive ecosystem in the airborne environment, facilitat-
ing joint training and operational environments.

“This milestone demonstrates Lockheed Martin’s commit-
ment to meeting customer needs and advancing 21st Century 
Security solutions through purposeful digital investments 
and strategic partnerships,” said OJ Sanchez, vice president 
and general manager, Integrated Fighter Group, Lockheed 
Martin. “Technology integration such as this ensures that with 
the TF-50, pilots have the right tools to enable faster, more 
efficient training for fourth and fifth generation fighter mis-
sions and beyond,” he further added.

Lockheed Martin and Red 6 continue their close collabora-
tion on advanced mission training across live, virtual, and 
constructive environments. The recent integration of AR tech-
nology into the TF-50 simulator is part of Lockheed Martin’s 
vision for advancing pilot training and ensuring readiness 
through innovative solutions.

Lockheed Martin, as a global defense technology company, 
focuses on driving innovation and advancing scientific dis-
covery to deliver transformative technologies that keep those 
they serve ahead of the curve in readiness and security.

Red 6, founded in 2018, is a pioneer in augmented reality 
solutions for military applications. The integration of their AR 
technology into the TF-50 simulator represents a significant 
step forward in enhancing training capabilities and providing 
a comprehensive training environment for pilots.

Lockheed Martin and Red 6 have integrated Red 6’s latest augmented reality training 
technology with a TF-50 simulator, to enhance pilot readiness minimizing the need for 

extensive flight hours in pilot training.

DEFENCE
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Boeing names Nikhil 
Joshi as managing 
director of Boeing 

Defence India
Reporting to Salil Gupte, President of Boeing India 
and South Asia, Nikhil Joshi as MD will collaborate 
with Boeing Defense, Space & Security (BDS) and 

Boeing Global Services (BGS).

EXECUTIVES IN FOCUS 

Boeing has announced the appointment of 
Nikhil Joshi as the Managing Director of 

Boeing Defence India (BDI) to strengthen opera-
tions and drive growth in India’s aerospace and 
defence industry. With over 25 years of experi-
ence in the industry, Joshi will focus on enhanc-
ing mission readiness and modernization for 
India’s defence forces. Reporting to Salil Gupte, 
President of Boeing India and South Asia, Joshi 
will collaborate with Boeing Defense, Space 
& Security (BDS) and Boeing Global Services 
(BGS). Boeing has a longstanding presence in 
India, spanning over eight decades, and views 
it as a key market, providing comprehensive 
lifecycle solutions for government and defence 
customers.

India currently operates various Boeing plat-
forms, including 11 C-17s, 22 AH-64 Apaches, 
15 CH-47 Chinooks, 12 P-8Is, 3 VVIP aircraft 
(737 airframe), and two Head of State aircraft 
(777 airframe). Boeing aims to contribute to the 
modernization and mission readiness of India’s 
defence forces.

Boeing Defence India (BDI), as a local entity, 
offers comprehensive lifecycle solutions for 
government and defence customers in India. In-
dia is a key focus area for Boeing, and BDI plays 
a pivotal role in facilitating Boeing’s engage-
ment and support in the region.

Boeing has been a trusted partner in India’s 
aerospace sector for more than 80 years, 
serving as a mainstay in commercial aviation 
and contributing to the modernization of the 
country’s defence forces. Boeing’s business 
strategy aligns with India’s vision of “Make in 
India” and “Skill India,” with a focus on manu-
facturing, co-production, co-development, skill 
development, and innovation.
Boeing’s sourcing from India stands at $1 bil-

lion annually from a network of over 300 sup-
pliers. The company employs over 6,000 people 
in India, with an additional 13,000 people work-
ing with its supply chain partners. The Boeing 
India Engineering & Technology Center (BIETC) 
in Bengaluru and Chennai engages in advanced 
aerospace work, supporting Boeing’s global 
engineering growth. Boeing’s wholly-owned 
engineering and technology campus, one of 
the largest investments outside the U.S., is 
under development in Bengaluru. The company 
remains committed to delivering value to Indian 

customers through advanced technologies 
and sustainable contributions to the 

Indian aerospace sector.
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2024

Date Event Venue
28 Feb – 01 Mar 

2024 Aero-Engines Americas Miami, FL, USA

29 Feb – 01 Mar 
2024

Engine Leasing, Trading & 
Finance Americas FL, USA

05 –0 6 Mar 
2024 Aircraft Interiors Middle East 2024 Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates
05 –0 6 Mar 

2024 MRO Middle East Dubai, UAE

7 – 8 Mar 2024 PBExpo 2024 Miami, FL, USA

12 – 14 Mar 2024 Aerospace & Defence Supplier Summit Seattle, USA

12 – 14 Mar 2024 IATA World Cargo Symposium Hong Kong, China

26 – 27 Mar 
2024 MRO Central Asia Tashkent, Uzbekistan

9 – 11 April 2024 MRO Americas Chicago, USA

17 – 18 April 
2024 Aerospace Tech Week Europe Munich, Germany

17 – 19 April 
2024 Vietnam Aviation Forum Hanoi, Vietnam

24 – 25 Apr 
2024 Aero-Engines Asia-Pacific Hong Kong

28 – 30 May 
2024 Aircraft Interiors EXPO Hamburg, Germany

28 – 30 May 
2024 EBACE 2024 Geneva, Switzerland

30 Apr – 2 May 
2024 Global Aerospace Summit 2024 Abu Dhabi, UAE

02 –04 June 
2024

IATA AGM & World Air 
Transport Summit Dubai, UAE

05 –06 June 
2024

Engine Leasing, Trading & 
Finance Europe London, UK


