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Technical training development in mros

CFM International secures milestone contract 
from Air India for more than 800 leap engines

Safran and HAL sign contract at Aero India 
to develop engine for the Indian Multi-Role 
Helicopter
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Embraer, a Brazilian multinational 
aerospace manufacturer has an-

nounced the creation of two new 
vice-presidencies: Global Procurement 
and Strategy, Digital and Innovation. 
Embraer has taken the decision with the 
objective of accelerating the company’s 
growth and giving more focus to areas 
relevant to the business. The two areas 
report directly to the company’s presi-
dent and CEO, Francisco Gomes Neto. 
Embraer is a Brazilian multinational 
aerospace manufacturer that produces 
commercial, military, executive and 
agricultural aircraft, and provides aero-
nautical services.

The Procurement area, which was 
previously integrated with the Vice-
Presidency of Finance, IT, and Investor 
Relations, will be led by Roberto Chaves, 
Director of Procurement from 2020. Ro-
berto Chaves has a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and an International Execu-
tive MBA from FIA-USP. Roberto Chaves 
joined Embraer in 2001 and has held 

different senior positions in the Procure-
ment area, including managing suppliers 
at the industrial plant in Harbin, China, 
and more recently leading the compa-
ny’s shared services center.

“Within our strategic planning, the 
main sustainable growth drivers are 
business efficiency and innovation. 
Excellence in the procurement area 
plays a fundamental role in the pil-
lar of efficiency and value creation. In 
the case of innovation, we are going 
to strengthen the integration of these 
projects into our long-term strategy, 
accelerating business growth,” said 
Francisco Gomes Neto, President and 
CEO, Embraer. “With the changes, we 
also seek to recognize and value the 
company’s internal talent, which has a 
high-performance team that is very pre-
pared for the future,” he further added.

The Corporate Strategy directorate, 
which was part of the Vice-Presidency 
of Engineering, along with Innovation 
and Digital directorate, will now form 
the Vice-Presidency of Strategy, Digital, 
and Innovation, to be led by Dimas 
Tomelin, who has been Director of Strat-
egy for the last three years. Working 
at Embraer for 21 years, Tomelin was 
previously Director of Market Intel-
ligence for Defense & Security and has 
also served as manager of the KC-390 
program and product development in 
executive aviation. He has a degree in 
Electrical Engineering, with a postgrad-
uate degree in leadership from Funda-
ção Dom Cabral.

Upon the creation of the Strategy, 
Digital and Innovation Vice-Presidency, 
Daniel Moczydlower will be respon-
sible for new projects and partnerships 
within the global innovation ecosys-
tem, reporting to Dimas Tomelin. The 
changes take effect from 10 February 
2023.

Embraer forms Global Procurement and Strategy and 
Innovation vice-presidencies to boost growth
Embraer has taken the decision intending to accelerate the company’s growth and give more focus to 
areas relevant to the business.
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Avolon, an Ireland-based aircraft leasing com-
pany has announced that it has successfully 

completed the delivery of 5 new Boeing 737-8 
MAX aircraft to Akasa Air, India’s newest airline. 
Delivery of the scheduled Boeing aircraft com-
menced in December 2022 and was completed 
in January 2023. This new sale and leaseback 
transaction is Avolon’s first deal with Akasa.

Paul Geaney, President and Chief Commercial 
Officer, Avolon said, “We are excited to support 
new entrants to the market, so it is a pleasure to 
have completed this transaction to lease 5 new 
narrowbody aircraft to Akasa. We congratulate 
Akasa on their successful launch and look forward 
to building on our strong relationship with them.”

Headquartered in Ireland, with offices in the 
United States, Dubai, Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai, Avolon provides aircraft leasing 
and lease management services. Avolon is 70% 
owned by an indirect subsidiary of Bohai Leasing 
Co., Ltd., and 30% owned by ORIX Aviation Sys-
tems, a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation. Avolon is 

a global leader in aircraft leasing with an owned, 
managed and committed fleet, as of 31 Decem-
ber 2022 of 834 aircraft.

Bhavin Joshi, Co-Founder and Sr. Vice President 
– Leasing & Procurement, Akasa Air said, “Since 
our launch last August we have rapidly added 
capacity, new routes and welcomed one mil-
lion passengers to our unique offering. We are 
delighted to join hands with Avolon and will con-
tinue to invest in new technology aircraft that can 
offer superior reliability and carbon efficiency.”

Akasa Air launched its first commercial flight on 
07 August 2022 to support the growing demand 
across India. With a commitment to being socially 
responsible, Akasa Air has placed a firm order 
of 72 Boeing 737 MAX airplanes, powered by 
CFM fuel-efficient, LEAP-1B engines. The 737 
MAX family aircraft deliver superior efficiency in 
reducing fuel use and carbon emissions, fulfilling 
the airline’s promise of being an environmentally 
friendly company with the youngest and green-
est fleet in the Indian skies.

Delivery of the scheduled Boeing aircraft commenced in December 2022 and was 
completed in January 2023, this new sale and leaseback transaction is Avolon’s first 

deal with Akasa.

Avolon hands over 5 Boeing 737-8 
max aircraft to Akasa Air
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Lufthansa Technik has announced the 
decision to invest 7.5 million Euros in 

a training center in Hamburg-Rahlstedt, 
Germany for highly-qualified engine 
mechanics. The company has decided to 
further qualify people who have already 
completed a technical or craft appren-
ticeship to meet the increasing demand 
for highly-qualified engine mechanics. 
In 2023 itself 376 new employees will 
be trained at the training center and will 
be able to take on independent tasks at 
Lufthansa Technik’s workshops after just 
four to six months.

Over the next five years, more than 
1,000 new joinees – who originally 
trained for example as carpenters, auto-
motive mechanics or dental technicians 
– will be qualified to repair the latest 
engine technologies. In addition to Ger-
man, the technical aviation training is 
also conducted in English, so that inter-
national applicants can also be brought 
on board. Sign language interpreters 
will be available at all times for future 
colleagues with hearing impairments.

TRAINING

Lufthansa Technik inaugurates new German 
training center for engine mechanics
In 2023 itself 376 new employees will be trained at the Lufthansa Technik training center and will be able 
to take on independent tasks at the company’s workshops in just four to six months.

“We are emerging from the crisis stron-
ger than before and are delighted about 
the high demand for our services and 
products throughout Lufthansa Technik 
Group. Our engine shops in Hamburg are 
also filling up again, and we need many 
highly qualified and motivated mechan-
ics. The modern training center offers 
the ideal conditions for bringing lateral 
entrants quickly and efficiently up to 
the high level of qualification that our 
customers expect from us,” says Harald 
Gloy, COO and Chief Human Resources 
Officer, Lufthansa Technik. “We are not 
only one of Hamburg’s largest em-
ployers, but above all one of the most 
exciting. Anyone who works for us deals 
with high-tech and at the same time 
the scent of the wide world. And in the 
engine sector in particular, everyone can 
also contribute to making flying more 
sustainable,” he further added.

Lufthansa Technik has been training 
people with hearing impairments for 
over 20 years and has extensive experi-
ence in this area. Following the Corona 
crisis, the workload in Lufthansa Tech-
nik’s engine shops is steadily increasing 
again and requires a large number of 
highly-qualified engine mechanics.

“Experience has shown us that on-the-
job training in the workshop is time-
consuming for everyone involved and 
affects the structured operational pro-
cesses. That’s why we decided to set up 

our own qualification center for the fur-
ther qualification of people who already 
have a technical training. In this way, we 
are able to integrate our new colleagues 
into the workshops quickly and with 
the best possible preparation,” says 
Michael Kirstein, VP Operations Engine 
Services, Lufthansa Technik. “Together 
with Lufthansa Technical Training, we 
have planned the center in such a way 
that it is optimally tailored to the needs 
of the qualification of the new employ-
ees. The working environment is bright 
and friendly and, above all, equipped 
with the latest tools and equipment so 
that everything can be practiced under 
real conditions. Our experts pass on their 
knowledge here in a targeted manner 
and provide optimum preparation for 
use on the customer’s engine.” 

The training starts with a theory block 
conducted by Lufthansa Technical Train-
ing GmbH. The practical training units 
include (if required) the acquisition of 
knowledge in metal processing (includ-
ing grinding, drilling, and milling), the 
disassembly/assembly of modules, 
findings and the basics of engine parts 
repair. Three CFM56 training engines 
are available for this purpose. A LEAP, a 
latest-generation engine, will be added 
shortly. During this phase, the trainees 
are supervised by a total of eight expe-
rienced practical trainers.   
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their way into the workforce. Teams of 
up-skilled technicians are at the same 
time having to grapple with older MRO 
technologies while working on fleets 
of legacy aircraft. That calls for some 
adjusting and this is a challenge in itself 
- a skill is required here to efficiently 
switch from one to another.

The result is the growing need to pro-
vide specialized training in a variety of 
disciplines, which includes knowledge 
about and handling all kinds of spe-
cialized materials and manufacturing 
techniques. 

For an MRO, the skillsets of its person-
nel need to be such that they deliver 
customer-centric solutions, just to 
remain competitive and stay ahead in 
the business. Greater technical training 
development helps the MRO provider 
offer a USP to their client base and 
more importantly, acquire the necessary 
accreditation to be able to operate as a 
bona fide entity.

Demand for technical training devel-
opment grew out of a need to adapt 

to MRO 4.0 or use digital technology for 
efficiency, immersive learning experi-
ences, predictive maintenance that help 
avoid errors,  and cost control (all this 
instead of the traditional paper-based 

working style), to troubleshoot during 
aircraft inspection and much more.  That 
is just one of the reasons. As advanced 
technology gains ground to repair main-
tain and overhaul next-generation air-
craft, a new crop of technicians armed 
with today’s skills is gradually making 
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A ‘smart’ approach has been to roll 
out advanced technologies and trained 
MRO technicians across the supply-
chain, and these include specializations 
like Non-Destructive Testing (NDT), 
Advanced Composites Construction 
and Repairs, Troubleshooting with 
Digital MRO, and Additive Manufactur-
ing. Equally important along is, training 
and developing professionals with Soft 
Skills and Global Awareness. 

1.Non-destructive Testing (NDT)
MRO technicians need to be sufficient-

ly qualified with the right certification, 
allowing necessary accreditations for 
the MRO provider. Training, therefore, 
needs to be in the most updated ver-
sion of non-destructive testing, requir-
ing greater specialization and focus. 
Newer NDT versions include ‘Phased 
Array (ultrasonic)’, and  ‘Computed and 
Digital Radiography’, and require similar 
specialization in these niche areas, to 
meet industry certification standards. 
Proficiency in these newer techniques 
is essential for MRO technicians of the 
future.  

“Aircraft components that are consid-
ered flight critical in nature most often 
require NDT personnel to be certified 
to one of the stricter certifications such 
as NAS410,” said Eric Henry, at NDT 
Level III Services for Applied Technical 
Services (ATS).  Henry states that “... we 
can create a certification program and 
road map to achieve certification for 
their personnel that is tailored to their 

specific needs. Today, the training you 
need is tied directly to the specific type 
of work you are doing.”

2. Advanced Composites Construction 
and Repair 

New materials, including composites 
and advanced alloys, are set to bring 
in change in aircraft MRO, and thus 
technicians working with these materi-
als need to upskill. For instance, training 
in specific skills is required for working 
with fiberglass and for highly advanced 
composite repairs. Skilled personnel is 
needed for new processes such as dam-
age mapping and evaluation.

Training in cross-skilling is required 
to carry out MRO activities in say a 
Boeing versus an Airbus aircraft, and 
technicians must be skilled as per each 
manufacturer’s structural repair manual 
(SRM). To bring ease to MRO activities, 
the FAA and the Commercial Aircraft 
Composite Repair Committee (CACRC), 
a technical committee of the *SAE In-
ternational, have been working towards 
standardizing several composite repair 
processes between the manufacturers.

According to Michael Hoke, president 
of ABARIS Training, “One of the biggest 
changes has been an industry trend 
toward the standardization of the repair 
materials and techniques…”

Technical training to arrive at profi-
ciency in comparing Single Pilot Re-
source Management (SRM) styles will be 
a much sought-after skill in the aviation 
industry and MROs, going forward. 

SRM comparison classes are specially 
created at training schools for Compos-
ite Training. This is for the purpose of 
teaching and training a technician to be 
able to compare different SRM process-
es found among different commercial 
and military aircraft manufacturers. 
 
3. Troubleshooting with Digital MRO

The way forward for a technician to 
troubleshoot a new-generation busi-
ness or commercial aircraft can well be 
utilizing a laptop and punching in a few 
commands, and the aircraft would do 
the rest. Digital troubleshooting will 
require technicians savvy with using 
computers and digital platforms, but a 
much scaled-up version of using digital 
platforms.

New-generation technicians as also 
experienced aviation personnel will not 
only need to be efficient in basic trou-
bleshooting skills but also be confident 
and comfortable on digital platforms.

According to Brian Goodsite, at 
FlightSafety International’s  Mainte-
nance Learning Centre, “Technology is a 
great starting point for troubleshooting 
because it improves the efficiency and 
accuracy of the basic troubleshooting 
process…” 

Companies are investing in digitiza-
tion in the MRO space. For example, 
Finger-mind, a French software compa-
ny has developed a software suite that 
gives quick and easy access to technical 
documents relating to aircraft mainte-
nance, that are accessible from hand-
held tablets. Now data and manage-
ment of the same are available at one’s 
fingertips. This MRO suite is designed to 
meet predictive maintenance require-
ments.

Here is an important skill training that 
will be required more and more with 
the newer generation of aircraft.

MRO providers are doing enough 
research and development in develop-
ing software for digitalization that open 
up areas such as ‘intelligent memory 
use’, ‘task recognition’, and in ‘gaining 
scalability’. Managing assets in aviation 
management are significantly aided in 
terms of better response time, and cost 
reduction due to human oversight. 

Furthermore, with the presence of 
‘Smart Engines’, MROs and engine OEMs 
are able to glean data generated from 
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sensors installed on engines, required 
for data analyses. 
 
4. Additive Manufacturing

Additive manufacturing is about 
applying advanced technology using 
(CAD) software or 3D object scanners.  
This is an important skill applied in MRO 
activities that is flexible and cost-effec-
tive. By means this technical process 
that creates objects layer by layer. 
Interestingly, its industrial name is 3D 
printing, which we are familiar with. 

However, its application in aviation is 
in its nascency but skilling in additive 
manufacturing would be highly valued 
in the aviation MRO sector in the com-
ing future. 

5. Soft Skills and Global Awareness
Overall training of MRO professionals 

aside from their technical skills, these 
days includes honing their soft skills that 
help with workplace collaboration. In 
fact, as reported in the MRO Network, GE 
Lafayette, a GE assembly facility for Leap 
engines, and an MRO for Leap 1A and 1B, 
assesses job aspirants for their soft skills 
during job interviews for technicians.

Why is this so important? Sensitiv-
ity towards cultures of people in other 
geographical locations is an essential 
prerequisite for hiring at GE. With ap-
proximately 75% of GE engines manu-
factured exported, it is little wonder then 
that awareness of social skills required 
to deal with buyers in overseas markets 
has assumed importance. Interpersonal 
skills to build relationships with local 
people in foreign markets, add to a good 
customer experience. Good for busi-

ness if effective relationships are forged 
between buyer and seller.

“Situations like this are why Flight-
Safety’s 20-hour, Principles of Trouble-
shooting course is one of our most 
important and popular programs,” 
says Mike Hoffman, Program Manager 
at FlightSafety International’s Wichita 
Maintenance Learning Center said. “The 
basic four-step troubleshooting process 
remains the most critical and necessary 
element of our program. It covers the 
basic troubleshooting skills that are be-
ing lost in today’s ever-advancing world 
of technology.”

Again, Head of Monarch’s Head of Learn-
ing and Development, Dean Giles, echoes 
a similar sentiment, “We believe in inte-
grated and strategic training that is aligned 
with the goals of the business and the indi-
vidual’s personal development plan…”

“It can take considerable time for aircraft 
maintenance personnel to reach their 
full potential… we are exploring more 
digital training tools that are more readily 
available to help us reduce training times 
through the replication of aircraft in a 
more virtual setting,” adds Giles.

Conclusion
Enough and more is being done 

towards technical training develop-
ment in the aviation MRO sector to 
deal with newer technology required 
to understand, and accurately diagnose 
aircraft performance and maintenance. 
This also helps reduce challenges and 
complications throughout the supply 
chain ecosystem.

The right skills and certifications 
needed for MRO personnel are there-
fore critical as they are tied directly to 
safety in the aviation sector in whatever 
specific work, they are engaged in. The 
objective of training development is to 
deliver effective, up-to-date mainte-
nance and safety standards. The basic 
survival of a business entity is depen-
dent on the same. 

Training schools, as also the MRO and 
aviation companies themselves offer 
their technicians an entire gamut of ex-
pertise. Apprenticeships are available for 

those choosing entry-level skills, or those 
to higher- and degree-level apprentice-
ships, for both new recruits and those 
with existing work experience as well.  

Reference Credit: Satair/avm-mag.com/mro-
network.com
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Safran joins French Defence procurement agency to 
flight test NH90 helicopter on sustainable fuel
Safran Helicopter Engines has supported TotalEnergies, Airbus Helicopters, DGA to carry out a flight test of 
an NH90 helicopter, with one RTM322 engine powered by the SAF.

Safran Helicopter Engines has 
supported, TotalEnergies, Airbus 

Helicopters, France’s defense procure-
ment agency (Direction Générale de 
l’Armement – DGA) in carrying out the 
first test flight of an NH90 helicopter, 
during which one of its two RTM322 
engines was powered by the Sustain-
able Aviation Fuel (SAF). This fuel was 
produced by TotalEnergies from used 
cooking oil using HEFA (Hydroprocessed 
Esters and Fatty Acids) technology and 
has a carbon footprint four times smaller 
than that of fossil fuel. As such the SAF 
meets the European Union’s 65% abate-
ment requirement for sustainable fuels.

This test flight on the NH90 helicopter 

took place on February 3, 2023, at the 
expertise and test centre DGA Essais en 
vol in Istres. This flight test marks a first 
for a military helicopter with such high 
content of SAF and without any engine 
modification. The fuel meets the aviation 
industry’s objective of accelerating decar-
bonization without making any modifica-
tions to the aircraft, engine or logistics 
infrastructure (known as drop-in fuel).

Christian Caneilles, head of Heavy 
Helicopter Engines programs, Safran 
Helicopter Engines, said, “this is an 
important step in our roadmap for the 
large-scale deployment of SAF, which 
will kick-start a decarbonization process 
within the armed forces to gradually 

reduce the use of fossil fuels”.
In December 2022, a bench test was 

conducted at Safran Helicopter Engines’ 
Bordes facility which validated the use 
of Sustainable Aviation Fuel on the 
RTM322. SAF is one of the initiatives 
from Safran Helicopter Engines aiming 
to reduce CO2 emissions from in-ser-
vice engines. Its turbine range is already 
certified to run on 50% SAF. 

Safran Helicopter Engines is working 
to certify operations with 100% SAF 
while assessing any operational impact 
on its partners and customers. When a 
100% incorporation level is achieved, 
SAF offers a potential reduction in CO2 
emissions of 80%.
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MRO SOUTH ASIA 2023

4th Aerospace & Defence MRO SOUTH ASIA 2023 
Summit – IN PICTURES  

STAT Media Group’s 4th Aerospace 
and Defence MRO South Asia Sum-

mit 2023, at Le Meridien in New Delhi, 
had two fulfilling days of deliberations, 
debate and knowledge sharing, on the 
summit theme, “Future of Aircraft Main-
tenance in India”.

With a symbolic inauguration consist-
ing of a lamp lighting ceremony, doing 
the honours were stalwarts from the 
Aerospace and Defence MRO industries. 
Witnessed by a full house comprising of 
delegates, speakers, and sponsors the au-
dience were enthralled by ‘expert speak’ 
during the Keynote Address, Panel Discus-
sions, and individual presentations. 

Topics curated carefully by the Summit 
programme committee included

“Future prospects of MRO Business in 
India”, “Latest trends in Engine MRO” , a 
topical discussion on “Inching towards 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel” , “Overview 
of Aerospace Logistics”, “Engine Leas-
ing and Finance”, and other such engag-
ing subjects.

The second day too, drew a full house 
at the conference venue with in-depth 
discussions on “Civil-Defence Co-
operation in MROs”, and “Challenges in 
Helicopter Maintenance – Civil and De-
fence”.  With a more consumer interfac-
ing topic like “Inflight Connectivity and 
Aircraft Interiors” and an ever-growing 

demand for “Women In MRO” - the 
conference came  to a close for 2023. 
With new associations and friendships  
forged, and generally an upbeat mood 
seem to suggest that participants are 
now looking forward to the next chapter 
of MRO South Asia Summit (to be an-
nounced shortly).

Presentations by prestigious partner 
brands like Lufthansa Technic, Heico 

from the US, Fokker Services, Sphera, 
AGXIndia logistics, AMP Aero Services,  
FAST, GMR Aero Technic and Gandhi 
Automation were all indeed very infor-
mative.

The Summit’s well planned network-
ing coffee breaks and lunch sessions 
were popular, with industry profession-
als parlaying with each other like time 
was running out! 
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UPCOMING FACILITY 

APOC Aviation inaugurates new Netherlands 
warehouse facility with minimal ecological footprint
The new premises benefit from green technology features and allow for future expansion as APOC Aviation 
is set to double its stock hub capability and workforce over the next five years.

APOC Aviation, the leasing, trading, 
aircraft component and part-out 

specialist, has opened a new warehouse 
in the Netherlands. Based on the same 
campus as the company’s existing facil-
ity between Schiphol and Rotterdam, 
Netherlands APOC Aviation has added a 
further 2,500m2 warehouse, technical 
support space and offices. The newly in-
augurated premises benefit from green 
technology features and allow for future 
expansion as APOC is set to double its 
stock hub capability and workforce over 
the next five years.

 “The part-out of an aircraft is a green 
process as it extends component life-
cycles, thereby reducing the ecological 
footprint of parts” says Arjan de Jong, 
Vice President Operations. “We foresee 
significant growth as the business devel-
ops trading activity worldwide, and this 

new facility not only complements our 
business ethos but also future-proofs 
APOC’s ambitious programme of narrow-
body teardowns. We have the scope to 
scale up operations and better support 
our customers with ever-faster deliver-
ies underpinned by our close proximity 
to Schiphol airport,” he further added.

The newly constructed warehouse im-
plements green technology throughout 
with electric temperature control and 
high-spec insulation to reduce energy 
consumption. The building also has so-
lar panels installed to leverage sustain-
able energy use. Recent teardowns have 
significantly boosted the company’s 
inventory of modern narrowbody parts. 
Primarily housed in the Netherlands, 
these integrated components also sup-
port APOC’s global customer base from 
stock hubs in Miami and Singapore.
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StandardAero opens CFM56-7B engine service 
center at DFW International Airport facility
StandardAero’s CFM56-7B service center will expand the company’s engine support options available at the 
DFW center to operators of the Boeing 737 Next Generation family of aircraft.

StandardAero has announced the in-
troduction of a service center for the 

CFM International CFM56-7B turbofan 
engine at its DFW Center of Excellence 
at Dallas/Fort Worth International Air-
port, U.S. StandardAero’s new CFM56-
7B service center will significantly 
expand the company’s engine support 
options available at the DFW center to 
operators of the Boeing 737 Next Gen-
eration family of aircraft.

The DFW facility has recently added 
the CFM56-7B to the operations speci-
fications for its FAA Part 145 Repair Sta-
tion, thereby further enabling Standar-
dAero’s skilled team of professionals to 

provide powerplant support services to 
Boeing 737NG operators. StandardAero 
has already been authorized by CFM 
International to provide a full range 
of maintenance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO) services for the CFM56-7B from 
its facility in Winnipeg, MB, Canada, and 
the company’s experienced DFW-based 
technicians are cross-training with their 
established Winnipeg counterparts.

“StandardAero is pleased to further ex-
tend the broad range of CFM56-7B ser-
vices that we provide to Boeing 737NG 
operators around the globe,” said Lewis 
Prebble, President of Airlines and Fleets 
for StandardAero. “The introduction of 

our new DFW-based service center and 
test capabilities will allow operators to 
undertake quick turn engine events at 
a convenient location close to one of 
the world’s busiest airports, thereby en-
abling them to rapidly get their aircraft 
back into service,” he further added.

StandardAero has also installed the 
first of four dedicated gantries to 
support the CFM56-7B service center 
within the 220,000 sq. ft. engine DFW 
facility, facilitating the provision of a 
range of service offerings which will 
be made available over the coming 
months, including borescope inspec-
tions, boroblend repairs, engine module 
changes, QEC/LRU removal/installation 
and other ‘quick turn’ shop visits. The 
company will also be adding additional 
service capabilities in the near future, 
including fan, top case, bottom case, hot 
section and LPT repairs.

In the later part of 2023, StandardAero 
will be introducing dedicated CFM56-
7B test capabilities at the DFW facil-
ity’s six-cell engine test center, with 
CFM56-5B engine capability to follow. 
This milestone, which is expected to be 
achieved in early summer of 2023, will 
further enable StandardAero to provide 
operators with performance and pass-
off testing services, without the need 
to send their engines to a dedicated 
overhaul facility.

StandardAero currently provides 
a full range of MRO capabilities for 
the CFM56-7B from its CFM- and GE 
Aerospace-approved facility in Win-
nipeg, MB, Canada, which first com-
menced support of the engine as a GE 
Designated Fulfillment Center (DFC) in 
2009. The company also provides an ex-
tensive range of additional services for 
the CFM56 family, including component 
repair and overhaul capabilities through 
StandardAero Component Services 
(SACS); engine, module and used ser-
viceable material (USM) asset manage-
ment support through PTS Aviation; and 
engine health monitoring (EHM) data 
analysis services.
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UPCOMING FACILITY 

Comlux begins construction of its future VIP hangar 
at MBRAH Dubai
The new Comlux facility will span 12,000 square meters and boast a 5,000 square-meter hangar, in 
addition to hosting an adjacent building spanning 2,250 square meters across three floors.

Comlux, an aviation company based 
in Switzerland, has announced the 

ground-breaking of the company’s new 
hangar facility at the Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Aerospace Hub (MBRAH) located 
at Dubai South. The ground-breaking 
ceremony took place in the presence 
of Tahnoon Saif, CEO of Mohammed 
Bin Rashid Aerospace Hub, and Richard 
Gaona, Executive Chairman and CEO 
of Comlux. The future facility will span 
12,000 square meters and boast a 5,000 
square-meter hangar, in addition to 
hosting an adjacent building spanning 
2,250 square meters across three floors.

The hangar will accommodate two ACJ 
or BBJ family aircraft types simultane-
ously (up to a maximum ACJ321 or BBJ3 
size), including the future ACJ TwoT-
wenty, which will enter into service 
with Comlux Aviation in the coming 
months. 750 square meters of technical 
shops will also be established on the 
ground floor of the adjacent building. 
As well as a new design showroom for 
the ACJ TwoTwenty, the two additional 
floors will also be dedicated to commer-
cial and management offices, lounges, 
and meeting rooms to welcome Comlux 
customers.

Tahnoon Saif, CEO, Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Aerospace Hub said, “We are 
pleased to attend the ground break-

ing of Comlux’s new facility, which will 
present an added value for VIP clients 
across the region and the overall busi-
ness aviation sector. At Dubai South, our 
mandate is to foster our wise leader-
ship’s vision of making the emirate 
becoming a leading global aviation 
hub. We will spare no effort in attract-
ing top companies towards that end by 
supporting companies, such as Comlux, 
with their needs to complete and oper-
ate the new facility.”

The under-construction ultra-modern 
facility will be fully equipped with solar 
panels allowing it to produce 100% of 
the electricity required by the compa-
ny’s activities. By the end of 2023, the 
hangar will be completely operational, 
allowing Comlux to provide its Middle 
East customers with line maintenance, 
AOG, and parking rental services.

Comlux Aviation manages a fleet of 
22 VIP aircraft, including several Airbus 
and Boeing bizliners in operation: one 
ACJ318, two ACJ319, two ACJ320neo, 
two 737-500BBJ, one 767BBJ, and one 
787 BBJ. Comlux Completion, based in 
Indianapolis, USA, is an approved ACJ 
and BBJ cabin outfitter, an ACJ service 
center, a BBJ warranty and repair facil-
ity, the exclusive completion center 
of the first 17 ACJ TwoTwenty cabins, 
and the first approved ACJ TwoTwenty 

service center.
Richard Gaona, Executive Chairman 

and CEO, Comlux said, “I am extremely 
grateful to MBRAH’s team for providing 
us with the ideal location and all the 
support required to launch the con-
struction of our new facility at Dubai 
South. Next year, Comlux will have been 
in operation for 20 years; this project is 
another milestone in the development 
of Comlux worldwide, and Dubai is the 
ideal location to serve our Middle East 
and Africa customers. We look forward 
to welcoming them within one of the 
most modern and environmentally 
friendly centers in Dubai to provide 
them with high-quality and cost-
efficient solutions for their VIP cabin 
changes and minor upgrades during 
their maintenance grounding time.”

Comlux is one of the providers in busi-
ness aviation, transaction and comple-
tion services. For over 15 years, we have 
engineered luxury for VIP customers 
seeking personal and professional man-
agement of their private aviation needs, 
including aircraft sales and acquisitions, 
aircraft operations and charter manage-
ment, cabin interiors, maintenance and 
upgrades. Headquartered in Switzer-
land with a global presence around the 
world, Comlux delivers World-class, 
Swiss-made business aviation services.
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CFM International secures milestone contract from 
Air India for more than 800 leap engines
According to the newly signed agreement, CFM will exclusively power Air India’s newly announced fleet of 
210 Airbus A320/A321neo and 190 Boeing 737 MAX family aircraft.

AGREEMENTS

CFM International has announced that 
the company has signed an agree-

ment with Air India for the largest-ever 
CFM LEAP engine order. According to 
the newly signed agreement, CFM will 
exclusively power Air India’s newly 
announced fleet of 210 Airbus A320/
A321neo and 190 Boeing 737 MAX fam-
ily aircraft. Air India’s firm order for 800 
CFM LEAP engines includes 420 LEAP-
1A, 380 LEAP-1B, plus spares. Air India 
also signed a CFM services contract.

Air India has been a CFM interna-
tional customer since 2002. In 2002 
the airline began operating the Airbus 
A320ceo aircraft powered by CFM56-
5B engines. In 2017, Air India began 
operating A320neo jets becoming the 
first LEAP-1A engine-powered operator 
in India.

“CFM has been a longstanding partner 
of Air India, and we are delighted to 
take it to a higher level with this signifi-
cant order for new engines.  They will 
help power a key part of Vihaan.AI, Air 

India’s comprehensive transformation 
plan, by dramatically expanding our 
fleet and global network,” said Camp-
bell Wilson, CEO & Managing Director, 
Air India.

The CFM International LEAP engine 
family has been successful in achiev-
ing one of the fastest accumulations 
of flight hours in commercial aviation 
history, amassing more than 27 million 
engine flight hours and 11 million flight 
cycles.

“We appreciate Air India selecting 
CFM for this milestone order and are 
proud to continue our longstanding 
partnership,” said H. Lawrence Culp, Jr., 
chairman and chief executive officer 
of GE and CEO, CFM parent company 
GE Aerospace. “With the LEAP engine 
under wing, Air India will be able to 
improve fuel efficiency and reduce 
emissions across its narrowbody fleet,” 
he further added.

LEAP engine operators are reporting 
more than 15 percent improvement in 

fuel efficiency and CO2 emissions in 
comparison to the latest production 
of CFM56 engines. This further results 
in an average of more than 17 million 
tons of CO2 emissions reductions while 
flying.

“We are very honored by Air India’s 
renewed trust in CFM,” said Olivier An-
driès, chief executive officer of CFM par-
ent company Safran. “This historic order 
is enabling Air India to sustain continued 
growth and play an important role in 
the economic development of India. 
Through our current and future facilities 
as well as local partnerships, we are fully 
committed to supporting production and 
aftermarket activities of the LEAP engine 
in India,” he further added.

CFM International is supporting in-
dustry initiatives to approve and adopt 
100% Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF). 
LEAP engines are compatible with the 
currently approved 50% SAF blends 
and have successfully flown multiple 
demonstration flights with 100% SAF.
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Aventure Aviation purchases Seven Boeing 737NG 
jets from WestJet Airlines
Aventure Aviation will immediately disassemble all of the acquired aircraft for parts, which will hap-
pen in Marana, Arizona.

Aventure Aviation, a leading ASA-
100 accredited aviation parts and 

services company headquartered near 
Atlanta’s Harstfield-Jackson Inter-
national Airport has acquired seven 
Boeing 737NGs from WestJet Airlines of 
Canada.

“This major acquisition will provide 
a significant inventory increase for 
our global customer base,” said Kevin 
Lang, Aventure’s director of strategic 
accounts.

The immediate disassembly of all sev-
en aircraft, MSN 34284, 34285, 34286, 
34287, 34288, 35111, and 35112, for 
parts will take place. Marana, Arizona 
will play host to the first.

“We are constantly seeing new ways to 
support our global customer base, who 
trust us to provide quality parts on time 
with full traceability and recent shop 
work,” said Andrew Crombie, Aventure’s 
product line sales director. “This adds to 
15 aircraft dismantled in recent months, 
providing our customers with the latest 
737NG inventory,” he further added.

Smith Gambrell Russel a full service, 
International law firm that advises 
regional, national, and global busi-
nesses on a wide range of legal matters. 
Represented Aventure in the deal as 
legal counsel.

“Aventure continues to offer a unique 
global aviation investment platform 

for investors, leasing companies, and 
owners,” said Talha Faruqi, president 
of Aventure Aviation. “We are in active 
discussions to find solutions for idle 
aircraft,” he further Added.

Leading ASA-100 accredited aviation 
parts and services provider Aventure 
Aviation has its headquarters close to 
Atlanta’s Harstfield-Jackson Interna-
tional Airport.

WestJet Airlines Ltd. is a Canadian air-
line headquartered in Calgary, Alberta, 
near Calgary International Airport. It is 
the second-largest Canadian airline, be-
hind Air Canada, operating an average 
of 777 flights and carrying more than 
66,130 passengers per day.

AGREEMENTS
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Lufthansa Technik’s AVIATAR platform to support 
Avianca’s Airbus fleet
Avianca with Lufthansa Technik’s AVIATAR platform will receive instant and real-time information about 
the configuration and condition of its Airbus A320 and A330 aircraft fleet.  

Lufthansa Technik has announced the 
signing of a five-year contract with 

Avianca, a Colombian carrier to provide 
digital Condition Monitoring through 
the AVIATAR platform. According to the 
newly signed contract, Avianca will be 
able to receive instant and real-time 
information about the configuration and 
condition of its Airbus A320 and A330 
aircraft fleet as well as their engines and 
components – during flight and on the 
ground, all consolidated in one place. 

Avianca will be joining a growing list 
of customers in the Americas taking ser-
vices of the AVIATAR products. Based on 
aircraft and maintenance data, Condi-
tion Monitoring provides an overview of 
the overall operational aircraft condi-
tion. The immediate detection of faults 
in the aircraft increases troubleshooting 
efficiency and enables proactive correc-
tive actions leading to higher aircraft 
availability.

Álan Oliver, Maintenance Control Cen-
ter Director, Avianca said: “The agree-
ment we have signed with Lufthansa 
Technik shows our commitment to the 
digitalization of our airline and aircraft 

maintenance. Through the AVIATAR 
platform, we will be able to receive 
in-depth data access to each one of 
our Airbus aircraft and its maintenance 
messages, which enables our work 
order tracking and scheduling to be 
much more seamless and integrated in 
the future.”

With Condition Monitoring, aircraft 
data (e.g. from the Central Mainte-
nance Computer, the Aircraft’s Condi-
tion Monitoring System, or the Aircraft 
Movement Message) is collected via 
ACARS (Aircraft Communications Ad-
dressing and Reporting System) or the 
SITA network and visualizes the aircraft 
status and flight schedule. In addition, 
this health data is combined with work 
orders and position data. Condition 
Monitoring provides customizable 
alerts and notifications on aircraft or 
fleet levels as well as for certain ATA 
(Air Transport Association) chapters. 
Thus, the user gains an excellent over-
view of potential corrective actions for 
the respective maintenance and repair 
operations.

“Avianca has been a partner of Luf-

thansa Technik for more than 16 years 
and this agreement further solidifies 
the trust we have in each other as we 
continue to move together towards 
the digital age of condition monitor-
ing. With the technologies provided 
through our AVIATAR platform, Avianca 
will be able to proactively manage its 
fleet’s condition by coordinating and 
preparing maintenance activities in a 
more efficient and effective manner,” 
said Georgios Ouzounidis, Vice Presi-
dent Corporate Sales for The Americas, 
Lufthansa Technik.

Launched in 2017 and developed by 
Lufthansa Technik, AVIATAR is an inde-
pendent platform for digital products 
and services. It offers its users digital 
solutions ranging from predictive 
maintenance to automated fulfillment 
solutions. AVIATAR combines fleet 
management solutions, data science 
and engineering expertise to provide 
a comprehensive range of integrated 
digital services and products for air-
lines, MRO companies, OEMs and lessors 
that seamlessly integrate with physical 
fulfillment in TechOps and beyond.

AGREEMENTS
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Nok Air selects Rusada’s ENVISION software 
for its Boeing 737 and DHC Q400 fleet

Nok Air is now live with 5 of Rusada ENVISION’s modules, including Fleet Management, 
Base & Line MRO, and Human Resources.

Rusada has announced that the company’s ENVI-
SION maintenance management software has been 

adopted by Nok Air, a low-cost Hybrid premium airline 
in Thailand. From the airline’s base in Bangkok, Nok Air 
operates flights to numerous destinations across Thai-
land, as well as China, Japan, and India. Since it began in 
2004 Nok Air’s fleet has grown to 17 aircraft, consisting 
of Boeing 737s and De Havilland Canada Q400s.

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, CEO, Nok Air said, “As our 
route network and fleet size have continued to expand, 
we wanted to ensure that the efficiency of our opera-
tions didn’t suffer as a result. ENVISION has enabled 
us to consolidate our previous solutions and 3rd party 
services into a single, end-to-end platform, greatly 
improving our oversight and productivity.”

Nok Air initially signed up for Rusada’s solution prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The project was subse-

quently delayed by the slowdown in global travel but 
reinitiated following the resumption of flights. The 
implementation was conducted in a staged, module-by-
module approach to minimize disruption to the airline 
and utilization of resources.

Julian Stourton, CEO, Rusada added “As a hybrid 
premium carrier Nok Air is focused on delivering a 
convenient and cost-effective service for its passengers. 
ENVISION will provide their decision makers with all 
the tools and insights needed to accomplish this, and 
further increase the efficiency of their airline.”

Nok Air is now live with 5 of ENVISION’s modules, 
including Fleet Management, Base & Line MRO, and 
Human Resources. Rusada’s teams conducted the 
deployment both remotely and in person as restric-
tions allowed, to further ensure a successful imple-
mentation.

TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
AVIATION EXHIBITION

16th EDITION

1, 2, 3 JUNE 2023

LYON BRON AIRPORT - FRANCE

www.franceairexpo.com
• AIRCRAFT • HELICOPTERS • ULTRALIGHTS • SUSTAINABLE AVIATION • AVIONICS 

• EQUIPMENT • ACCESSORIES • FLIGHT SCHOOLS • TRAINING SCHOOLS 
• DRONES • INSURANCE • FINANCING • MAINTENANCE

FAE23 MRO BUSINESS HALF PAGE.indd   1FAE23 MRO BUSINESS HALF PAGE.indd   1 29/11/2022   13:4529/11/2022   13:45



www.mrobusinesstoday.com18 Mar 01, 2023

IAI joins Bharat Electronics Limited to develop and supply 
product support services for Indian Defence Forces
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) and Navratna Defence PSU Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) joint venture 
will provide life cycle support services for MRSAM air-defence systems in the country.

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), 
Israel’s leading aerospace and de-

fence company, and Navratna Defence 
PSU Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), 
the leading manufacturer of defence 
electronic products and systems for 
India’s defense sector, have signed the 
agreements to form a joint venture that 
will extend product support services for 
India’s Defence Forces. Bharat Electron-
ics Limited (BEL) primarily manufac-
tures advanced electronic products for 
ground and aerospace applications.

The announcement of the contract 
signing was made by Honourable Rak-
sha Rajya Mantri (Minister of Defence 
for state, India) Shri Ajay Bhat during 
the Aero India 2023 event which is 
being held at the commercial hub city 
of Bengaluru in the coastal State of Kar-
nataka India. An agreement was signed 
by BEL and IAI in this regard on February 
14 in Aero India in Bengaluru, India.

Sri. Ajay Bhat, Rakhsa Rajya Mantri, 
Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India 
said, Israel is a very important strategic 
partner for India and the successful de-
velopment and deployment of MRSAM 
System for the Indian Defence forces 

is a shining example for the success-
ful joint colaboration between the two 
countries. The Joint Venture between 
the two prestigeous Companies of India 
and Israel will certainly play a very im-
portant role as a single point of Contact 
in delivering all the the product support 
services for the MRSAM Systems for 
the Indian Defence forces and a driving 
force for the Make in India and At-
manirbhar Bharat vision of Government 
of India.

The partnership is another significant 
step in the relationship between the two 
companies that have a long history of as-
sociation in the field of defence. The two 
companies are engaging in several joint 
programs that will be delivered to Indian 
Defence Forces. The new joint venture is 
being established for providing life cycle 
support services for MRSAM air-defence 
systems in the country. The new venture 
will have its headquarters in New Delhi, 
India and will provide the required tech-
nical and maintenance support to Indian 
Armed Forces, including the Air Force, 
Navy and Army.

Sri. Bhanu Prakash Srivastava, CMD 
Bharat Electronics Limited said, BEL 

considers IAI, Israel as a very important 
strategic partner. This Joint Venture 
between BEL and IAI, Israel is expected 
to play a pivotal role in delivering the 
Product Support services for MRSAM 
Systems and also enable substantial 
indigenous workshare with active 
participation of Indian supply chain, 
contributing to the Atmanirbhar Bharat 
and Make in India initiatives of Govern-
ment of India.

MRSAM is an advanced path-breaking 
air and missile defence system that pro-
vides India with the ultimate protection 
against a variety of aerial platforms. It 
is used by the Indian Air Force, Indian 
Army, Indian Navy and Israeli Defence 
Forces. The MRSAM system includes 
an Advanced Phased Array Radar, 
command and control shelter, mobile 
launchers and interceptors with an 
advanced RF seeker. MRSAM is jointly 
developed by IAI and DRDO in collabo-
ration with India and Israel for India’s 
Defence Forces.

Boaz Levy, President and CEO, Israel 
Aerospace Industries said, our joint 
venture with BEL will leverage the best 
technology, innovation and talent to 
provide services matching the needs 
of our customers in India. It follows 
our announcement in 2022 about the 
opening of Aerospace Services India 
(ASI), IAI subsidiary in New Delhi, India, 
both of which illustrate our support of 
the government’s ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ 
initiative and investment in India.”

Establishing the Joint Venture is a 
strong demonstration of IAI’s support 
of the Indian government’s MAKE IN 
INDIA – “Atmanirbhar Bharat” vision as 
well as its commitment to the strong 
partnership with DRDO in developing 
and supporting advanced systems for 
the Indian Armed Forces. This coop-
eration will leverage the synergetic 
capabilities of both Israel Aerospace 
Industries (IAI) and Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL), which have already been 
proven throughout the years in other 
collaborations.

DEFENCE
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Sikorsky hands over two additional CH-53K Helicopters 
to U.S. Marine Corps
The newly delivered CH-53K heavy lift helicopters would join the seven already in operation at Marine 
Corps Air Station (MCAS) New River in Jacksonville, North Carolina, U.S.

Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company, 
has successfully delivered two CH-

53K helicopters to the U.S. Marine Corps 
in the final quarter of 2022. The newly 
delivered CH-53K heavy lift helicop-
ters would join the seven already in 
operation at Marine Corps Air Station 
(MCAS) New River in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina, U.S. The CH 53K helicopter’s 
heavy-lift capabilities exceed all other 
U.S. Department of Defense rotary wing 
platforms and are the only heavy-lift 
helicopter that will remain in production 
through 2032 and beyond.

Sikorsky is on track to deliver more 
multi-mission King Stallion helicopters 
to the U.S. Marine Corps in 2023. The 
U.S. Navy declared Full Rate Production 
for the CH-53K program in December 

2022. The decision is expected to 
increase production to more than 20 
helicopters annually in the coming 
years.

The expanded production includes 
twelve (12) aircraft in various stages of 
production for the government of Israel. 
Sikorsky is procuring long-lead items 
and critical materials to support ramping 
CH-53K production to full-rate produc-
tion in its digital factory.

“Sikorsky’s employees are using 
advanced technologies to manufacture 
the CH-53K helicopter, which increases 
capabilities and survivability to the U.S. 
Marine Corps,” said Bill Falk, director, 
Sikorsky CH-53K program. “With the 
CH-53K’s transformative technologies, 
more is possible for the Marine Corps 

and our allies when deterring threats in 
the changing battlefield landscape,” he 
further added.

The CH-53K is an intelligent aircraft 
developed to 21st-century standards, 
bringing improved safety and surviv-
ability to the warfighter. The CH-53K 
helicopter will provide many decades of 
worldwide heavy lift and multi-mission 
service to the Marine Corps, the Joint 
Force and our Allies.

A full authority digital fly-by-wire 
Flight Control System (FCS) is one of 
many capabilities setting the CH-53K 
King Stallion heavy lift helicopter apart 
from any other heavy lift aircraft. “Full 
authority” means the FCS provides all 
the aircraft motion – not just supple-
menting the pilot for stability.

DEFENCE
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Safran and HAL sign contract at Aero India to develop 
engine for the Indian Multi-Role Helicopter
According to the contract, Safran Helicopter Engines and HAL will work together for the joint development 
of the engine intended for the future 13-ton IMRH and its naval version DBMRH.

Safran Helicopter Engines and Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) have signed a workshare 

agreement at Aero India 2023. According to the 
contract, the two companies will work together for 
the joint development of the engine intended for the 
future 13-ton IMRH (Indian Multi-Role Helicopter) 
and its naval version DBMRH (Deck Based Multi-Role 
Helicopter).

This new agreement follows the MoU (Memorandum 
of Understanding) signed on 8th July 2022 and stipu-
lates the sharing of activities within the joint venture 
where both companies have agreed on an equivalent 
repartition. In particular, HAL will take part in the 
design, development, and production of some of the 
core engine components, which is a breakthrough 
achievement in terms of expertise and know-how in 
the country.

Shri C. B. Ananthakrishnan, CMD, Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited said, “The joint development of high 
power engine is a new milestone in HALs ever-grow-
ing capabilities in the sector with a competent part-
ner like Safran Helicopter Engines. We are confident 
of making the engine meet the highly stringent and 
demanding requirements of Indian Defence custom-
ers”.

This workshare agreement was signed by Mr. Florent 
Chauvancy, Safran Helicopter Engines EVP Sales and 
Marketing, and Mr. K Ramesh, General Manager, HAL 
Aero Engine Research and Design Centre, in presence 
of Mr. Shri C. B. Ananthakrishnan, CMD, HAL and Mr. 

Franck Saudo, CEO, Safran Helicopter Engines.
The development of the IMRH helicopter continues, 

and a 1/3 scale model was displayed by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) at Aero India 2023. Dis-
cussions are also continuing with the Indian Armed 
Forces on the operational requirements for this new 
helicopter. The availability of an indigenous engine 
will enhance the self-reliance content on the plat-
form. This will further demonstrate the commitment 
of both Safran Helicopter Engines and HAL to the 
Indian Government’s vision of “Atmanirbhar Bharat”, 
or achieving self-reliance – particularly in the field of 
defence technologies.

Mr. Franck Saudo, CEO, Safran Helicopter Engines 
said, “We are very proud to be associated with such 
an important program of the Indian MoD and very 
happy to once again support HAL, our partner for de-
cades. While this program will bring many advanced 
technologies to the Indian aerospace ecosystem and 
to HAL, it will also provide the Indian Armed Forces 
with state-of- the-art solutions”.

Safran and HAL will continue to work on the devel-
opment of this joint venture in the coming months 
of 2023. The project is intended not only to develop 
an engine for the IMRH but also for other helicopters. 
Both partners also agreed on the condition for the 
transfer right to HAL for manufacturing of seven criti-
cal forging and casting raw parts, for further enhance-
ment of indigenous content in the Shakti engine of 
Dhruv and Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) programs.

DEFENCE
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ATR delegates Daniel 
Cuchet as Senior Vice 
President Engineering
Daniel Cuchet in his new position will play a 
key role in supporting ATR in its continuous de-
velopment to contribute towards sustainable 
regional mobility now and in the future.

ATR, a Franco-Italian aircraft manufacturer has an-
nounced the appointment of Daniel Cuchet as the 

SVP Engineering effective from 1 February 2023, and the 
Head of Design Organisation effective 1 January 2023. 
Daniel Cuchet in his new position at ATR will play a key 
role in supporting the leading aircraft manufacturer in its 
continuous development to contribute towards sustain-
able regional mobility now and in the future.

Daniel Cuchet has joined ATR’s executive committee 
and he will be reporting directly to Chief Executive Of-
ficer Nathalie Tarnaud Laude. Daniel Cuchet has held the 
position of Chief Engineer at ATR since 2019.

Daniel Cuchet began his career in 1991 as Techni-
cal Director in a high-tech aerospace start-up company 
specialised in military Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). 
In early 2003, he joined Airbus Group as Chief Engineer/
Head of Design within the Defence & Space division and 
worked four years in Germany. Daniel oversaw a 10t-class 
UAV, Eurodrone, jointly developed by Airbus, Dassault 
Aviation and Leonardo for German, French, Italian and 
Spanish end-users.

Daniel Cuchet continued his career in France as Head 
of Programme Management for all UAVs military pro-
grammes inside the Group before joining the 
commercial division as Head 
of Military derivatives. As part 
of this role, Daniel was mainly 
involved with the development 
of the suc- cessful A330 
Multi Role Tanker Trans-
port (MRTT) programme.
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Date Event Venue

01-02 March 
2023 MRO MIDDLE EAST Dubai, UAE

01-03 March 
2023 IASEA 2023 Marina Bay Sands, 

Singapore
18-20 April 

2023 MRO AMERICAS Atlanta, GA, USA

03-05 May 
2023

Rotorcraft Asia and Unmanned 
Systems Asia 2023 Singapore

16-18 May 
2023 IATA Ground Handling Conference Abu Dhabi

17-18 May 
2023 MRO AUSTRALASIA Brisbane, Australia

07-08 June 
2023 ELTF EUROPE London, UK

13-14 Sept 
2023 AERO-ENGINES EUROPE Madrid, Spain

26-27 Sept 
2023 Helitech Expo London

26-28 Sept 
2023 World Aviation Festival Portugal

26-28 Sept 
2023 MRO ASIA-PACIFIC Singapore

22 - 24 Nov 
2023 Air Expo India Indira Gandhi Intl 

Airport-New Delhi

2023


