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Boeing has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Malaysia Airlines 

Berhad (Malaysia Airlines) for 16 airplanes 
during a ceremony at the St. Regis Hotel in 
Washington D.C.

The signing was witnessed by Dato’ Mu-
stapa bin Mohamed, Malaysian Minister of 
International Trade and Industry and in the 
presence of The Honorable Dato’ Muham-
mad Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, Prime 
Minister of Malaysia as well as members 
from the airline and Boeing.

The contract includes eight 787-9 Dream-
liners by converting eight of Malaysia 
Airlines’ existing order of the Boeing 737 
MAX aircraft and eight additional purchase 
rights of the 737 MAX 8s as well as Boeing’s 
Global Fleet Care service to maintain the 

national carrier’s existing and future Boeing 
airplanes.

“Malaysia Airlines is proud to sign this 
MOU for the widebody Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliners and additional 737 MAXs, 
building on our more than 40 years of 
partnership with Boeing,” said Peter Bellew, 
managing director and chief executive 
officer of Malaysia Airlines. “New widebody 
aircraft are a key to making Malaysia Air-
lines a premium airline offering a five star 
product again. The extraordinary range of 
the 787-9 gives an ability to operate to any 
point in Europe and some USA destina-
tions in the future from Kuala Lumpur. The 
MOU with Boeing on their Global Fleet Care 
program will allow the two companies to 
build a world class MRO for the 737 MAX, 

787 and 737NG based on Malaysia’s exist-
ing facilities in Kuala Lumpur.”

Malaysia Airlines currently operates more 
than 50 Next-Generation 737s and has an 
additional 25 737 MAXs on order, including 
10 for the new 737 MAX 10.

“Boeing offers the very best widebody 
and single aisle airplanes in the world and 
we are delighted Malaysia Airlines contin-
ues to put its trust and confidence in Boe-
ing with this MOU for 16 Boeing airplanes,” 
said Kevin McAllister, president and CEO, 
Boeing Commercial Airplanes. “The 787 and 
the 737 MAX will provide Malaysia Airlines 
with unmatched fuel efficiency, econom-
ics and a superior passenger experience as 
they continue to grow their business across 
Southeast Asia and beyond.”
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Thales invests in two new trials and training 
centres in UK for autonomous systems

Thales announced a major commitment to 
develop future autonomous and unmanned 

technology across air and sea by investing in two 
new UK-based trials and training centres.

Following Thales’s successful trials during 
the Royal Navy’s Unmanned Warrior exer-
cise in 2016, Thales is now investing in two 
trials and training centres based in West 
Wales and in South-West England to test 
and develop autonomous systems for both 
military and civil activities.

Thales will invest £7 million (€8 million) 
across the two regions, and sustain around 
60 jobs in the local areas. There are at pres-
ent 500 jobs both in Thales and supply chain 
supporting existing and future autonomous 
and unmanned systems technologies.

The new £1 million facility in Turnchapel 
Wharf, Plymouth will be Thales’ maritime 
autonomy trials and training centre. The 
five year commitment by Thales secures 
20 jobs and the aspiration to continue 
to grow their footprint. This waterfront 
facility will provide access to trials areas 

for development of cutting edge maritime 
autonomous systems and position Thales 
at the centre of future maritime autonomy 
capability. The facility will act as the key 
maritime integration, test and evaluation 
centre for the combined United Kingdom 
and French Maritime Mine Counter Mea-
sures (MMCM) Programme.

Victor Chavez, CEO of Thales in the UK 
commented, “Investing in these facilities en-
ables the safe test, evaluation and training of 
autonomous platforms, innovative research 
and development, as well as the regulations 
for military and civil applications. These 

facilities will be central to the growth of 
Thales’s future autonomous capability.”

Thales has also signed a five year agree-
ment with West Wales Airport (WWA) which 
will continue to deliver the Watchkeeper 
programme to the British Army and to 
expand the innovative test, development and 
training of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS).

Thales has committed £6 million to the 
West Wales facility over the next two years, 
securing 40 jobs both locally and across the 
UK. Over the past ten years, £10 million has 
already been invested into the airport and lo-
cal economy while Thales and the Ministry of 
Defence have tested and developed Europe’s 
largest UAS programme, Watchkeeper.

The commitment to these facilities builds 
on Thales’s leadership in autonomous 
systems and strengthens the position of UK 
industry in this emerging market.

“Whether in the air or the sea, the UK is 
leading the way when it comes to autono-
mous systems. Thales’ announcement is yet 
another example of that, and another way 
in which this innovation is supporting jobs 
right across the country”,  Harriett Baldwin, 
Minister for Defence Procurement.

Learn more, visit mroeurope.aviationweek.com
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F-35 pilots from across the UK and Europe start coalition interoperability trials
Digitally Aided Close Air Support (DACAS) 
missions.

Tony Hall, F-35 Programme Manager for 
the interoperability trials at BAE Systems 
said, “It’s been great to welcome F-35 pilots 
from other nations to our facilities for the 
first time. Giving them a taster of the com-
plex missions we can conduct in a synthetic 
environment and the interoperability chal-
lenges they may face has been very useful.”

“For many, it was their first experience of 
digitally aided CAS using the F-35’s VMF 
datalink, and it proved very valuable. It’s a 
great example of collaboration across the 
programme and we are already looking 
forward to welcoming these pilots and 
those of other F-35 Partner nations back for 
further trials.”

This most recent trial took advantage of 
latest investments in the simulation facility 
which enabled the F-35 pilots to experi-
ence the helmet mounted displays (HMD) 
used during flight.

Further facility enhancements include a 
new mission control room to command 
the exercise, a mission planning room for 
aircrew and operations support staff, and a 
large briefing/observation room where the 
scenario and missions can be viewed live 
and operators can link up via video confer-
ence to the other trial participants at the 
various locations to conduct a debrief.

The aim of the overall trials programme 
is to progressively evaluate the interoper-
ability of UK and Coalition Partners’ F-35s 
with other military platforms including: 
Command and Control (C2) platforms; 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnais-
sance (ISR) platforms; and Combat assets, 
with the goal of identifying issues, fixing 
and re-testing them ahead of Initial Operat-
ing Capability (IOC).

Tony Hall added, “We are working towards 
establishing an IOC interoperability base-
line for the UK and F-35 Partner nations and 
helping them develop a Coalition Concept 
of Operations (CONOPS) and common tac-
tics, techniques and procedures (TTPs)”.

The Royal Navy and Royal Air Force pilots 
has collaborated with fellow F-35 pilots 

from Italy and the Netherlands to take part 
in the most recent interoperability trials 
that see coalition forces flying F-35s in a 
simulated mission scenario with other UK 
military platforms across land, sea and air. 

The trial is part of a series of simula-
tion exercises that links together facilities 
from multiple locations across the UK and 
creates a common synthetic environment 
that can evaluate F-35 interoperability with 
other UK platforms.

The pilots flew the F-35 aircraft from 
desktop simulators - supplied by Lockheed 
Martin - at BAE Systems’ site in Samles-
bury. Linking into the live scenario, a Joint 
Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) identified 
nearby ground threats from a hilltop posi-
tion and requested close air support (CAS) 
for coalition troops under fire.

This request was coordinated through a 
simulated Air Support Operations Centre 
(ASOC), and passed to two Royal Navy Sea 
King aircrew that provided command and 
control directions to the F-35 pilots. As 
they approached the target area the pilots 
checked in with the JTAC using the Variable 
Message Format (VMF) datalink and then 
proceeded to prosecute their assigned 

OEMServices, a leader in component, 
logistic and trading services for 

airlines and Original Equipment Manufac-
turers (OEMs) has signed an agreement 
with Thompson Robbins Group, a leader 
of complete Ground Support Equipment 
(GSE), Airport Vehicles, and Aircraft Compo-
nent solutions headquartered in Singapore 
to work together to explore expansion op-
portunities in the Asia Pacific region in the 
field of components services for the airline 
industry.

According to the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA), the aviation market 
is likely to continue to shift East over the 
course of the next two decades where 50 
percent of the top 20 traffic flows in the 
world will involve the Asia Pacific region. 

“We are truly excited about the prospect 
of working with a prestigious outfit like 

OEMServices which are backed by blue 
chip shareholders and with over 40 years of 
in-depth experience in supporting airlines 
by integrating the capabilities, assets and 
expertise of multiple OEMs”, Chris Chia, 
president of the Thompson Robbins Group 
noted.

The projected surge in air travel is due 
in part to Asia’s increasing population, 
which is expected to outpace that of 
other regions in the future years. In par-
ticular, forecasts indicate that more than 
65 percent of the world’s middle class 
will call Asia home by 2035. Air traffic is 

OEMServices partner with Thompson Robbins for growth 
opportunities in Asia Pacific

also expected to more than double in the 
region with the ongoing GDP develop-
ment – making Asia Pacific an impor-
tant market for future aviation growth. 
However, the aviation value chain and 
infrastructure are not keeping pace with 
this growth and this is where the oppor-
tunity lies.

Didier Granger, President and CEO of 
OEMServices, notes that “To capital-
ize on the opportunities, there remains 
much scope for partnerships that offer 
expertise in all aspects of the aviation 
value chain and operational customer-
proximity in key markets for a deeper 
understanding of local challenges. We 
believe that Asia Pacific is likely to be 
a key centre of growth for the aviation 
industry and as such, we seek to firmly 
establish our presence and leadership in 
such a key market.”
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Safran’s WEFA system chosen for Air Cote 
d’Ivoire’s A320ceos

AFI KLM E&M and GMF AeroAsia strengthens alliance

Safran Electronics & Defense, a world 
leader in optronics, avionics, electronics 

and critical software for both civil and de-
fense applications selected its WEFA solu-
tion (Wireless Extension For ACMS - Aircraft 
Condition Monitoring System) dedicated to 
the capture and the transfer of flight data, 
on the A320ceos of its long standing client, 
Air Cote d’Ivoire. The airline, already using 
Safran’s Cassiopée Flight Data Monitoring 
solution on its entire fleet, is the first in 
Africa to install WEFA. Air Cote d’Ivoire is 
also the launching airline in Africa for the 
A320neo, which will be equipped with the 
system at the end of 2019.

Florence Minisclou, head of sales & market-
ing in the Avionics division of Safran Electron-
ics and Defense, said “WEFA system meets 
the needs of the air transport industry, since 
it supplies data for preventive maintenance, 
flight safety improvement and enables 
airlines to lower their operating costs. We are 
delighted to work with Air Cote d’Ivoire by 
combining both human expertise and inno-

AFI KLM E&M, a major multi-product MRO (Maintenance, Repair, 
Overhaul) provider signed a Letter of Intent with long-stand-

ing partner GMF AeroAsia under which their cooperation will move 
up a stage to become a strategic alliance designed to develop a 
range of multi-segment MRO products delivering high value-add-

ed maintenance solutions for the market.
The products jointly developed by the two companies in the 

framework of the LOI will be deployed in the Airframe, Compo-
nents and Engines products sectors and possibly beyond.

President & CEO GMF AeroAsia, Iwan Joeniarto commented, 
“With more than 75 years of experience in aircraft maintenance 
and its reputation as the top two MRO in the world, we believe 
that AFI KLM E&M is an excellent partner to enhance GMF’s reputa-
tion worldwide,” Iwan said.

Iwan also added that the strategic alliance between GMF and AFI 
KLM E&M is one of GMF’s inorganic initiatives to accelerate towards 
its vision to become Top 10 MROs in the World. “Besides, we also hope 
that this partnership could strengthen GMF’s position in the Asia Pa-
cific’s aircraft maintenance market as a total solution provider,” he said.

Anne Brachet, executive VP AIR FRANCE KLM Engineering & 
Maintenance, added, “Based on the trustful relationship developed 
with GMF over the years, we are very proud to open a new chapter 
in our cooperation. This new step fully fits our strategy to grow the 
AFI KLM E&M footprint in Asia, where MRO needs are booming.”

Ton Dortmans, EVP KLM Engineering & Maintenance said, “We’ve 
been successfully implementing exchange of knowledge and 
workmanship with GMF for many years, and we are now happy to 
expand further this strong partnership”.

vative tools to fully optimize their operations.”
Safran Electronics & Defense’s full flight 

data management offer is composed of 
the WEFA system together with Cassiopée 
Flight Data Monitoring (FDM) and the ACMS. 
It enables the airlines to take delivery of 
aircraft data immediately after landing, 
allowing them to remotely manage their 
flight data using a secure 3G+ connection, 
and therefore immediately run investiga-
tions on air safety reports and plan mainte-
nance operations ahead. In the extremely 
competitive and regulated market of flight 
data management, having closed the loop 

within 2 hours after landing is a significant 
advantage. Moreover, using wireless data 
transmission permits constant and automat-
ed recovery of all aircraft flight data without 
human manipulation thus reducing costs, 
delays, and risks of data loss.

Souleymane Kone, coordination man-
ager at the Maintenance center of Air Cote 
d’Ivoire, commented, “We definitely trust 
Safran’s automatic flight data transmission 
system and its reliability. The WEFA system 
now provides us with a fully integrated 
FDM chain as we can obtain data from 
anywhere at any time.”
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Elbit Systems Ltd., an Israel-based inter-
national defense electronics company 

and CAE, a global leader in modelling, 
simulation and training for civil aviation and 
defence has signed an agreement to jointly 
pursue United Kingdom Ministry of Defence 
training opportunities that fall under the 
Defence Operational Training Capability (Air) 
programme (DOTC-A). The announcement 
was made at the Defence Systems Equip-
ment International (DSEI) show.

Specifically, Elbit Systems UK and CAE UK 
plc will work together to pursue both the 
DOTC(A) Core System and Services (DCS&S) 
project as well as the Typhoon Future Syn-
thetic Training (TFST) project.

According to the UK MOD, the DOTC(A) 
programme and the specific training 
opportunities that fall under the overall 
programme are expected to enable the 
Royal Air Force to better train together as 
a total force, support the Defence-wide 
requirement to download live training into 
the synthetic environment and allow a 
rebalancing of live/synthetic training.

“Elbit Systems has a wealth of experience 
developing and delivering Fast Jet Mission 
Training Centres”, said Martin Fausset, CEO 
of Elbit Systems UK. “We are pleased to 
work with CAE on this important synthetic 

training programme for the UK MOD. We 
recognise that DOTC(A) will set the stan-
dard for training UK defence personnel for 
the next thirty years and beyond. Together 
ESUK and CAE UK believe we can deliver 
the innovative technology and world lead-
ing simulation to achieve this”.

“We recognise defence forces are looking 
to increasingly leverage synthetic environ-
ments for more of the operational and 
mission training they need to conduct, and 
the UK MOD’s Defence Operational Training 
Capability programme aims to address these 
requirements,” said Jonathan Browning, VP, 
Strategy and Business Development, CAE UK 
plc. “CAE brings a great deal of experience 
and expertise as a training systems integra-
tor, and partnering with Elbit Systems will 
enable us to bring the UK MOD proven, low-
risk distributed mission training capabilities 
that are integrated and interoperable.”

Airbus Helicopters will showcase its 
broad range of products and services 

at the China Helicopter Exposition, from 
14th to 17th September in Tianjin. The 
company will also be celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of its presence in China.

Visitors will be able to take a closer look 
on the Airbus Helicopters stand in Hall 1, 
booth C501at China’s very first Helicop-
ter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) 
configured H135, operated by Beijing 999 
Emergency Rescue Centre, and a HEMS 
configured H130 operated by Shandong 
MIT Group. Several Chinese-operated 
H125 will also be on display during the 
show. Visitors will also have an opportu-
nity to try out the H160 virtual experience.

The Airbus Helicopters’ show display also 
includes an HCare counter presenting the com-
pany’s commitment to supporting customers 
in training, maintenance, technical support, fleet 
management, and mission preparation.

50th anniversary of Airbus Helicopters’ 
presence in China. The long-lasting rela-
tionship of Airbus Helicopters in China first 
began in 1967 with the sale of the Alouette 
III, followed by cooperation agreements for 
the AS365 Dauphin, H120 Colibri, H175/
AC352 helicopters joint production, and an 
H135 final assembly line in Qingdao.

Rockwell Collins delivers first FMC-4212 mission computer for 
Airbus Helicopters HForce weapon system

Elbit Systems and CAE to jointly pursue UK Defence 
Operational Training Capability (Air) programme

Airbus Helicopters to exhibit EMS 
capabilities at China Helicopter Expo 
2017 and celebrate 50 years of local 
presence

Rockwell Collins has delivered its 
first FMC-4212 mission computer to 

Airbus Helicopters for the HForce onboard 
weapon system program, which enables 

the conversion of any commercial helicop-
ter from the Airbus Helicopters platform 
into an armed, battle-ready unit for military 
operations.

“The high performance and flexibility 
of the FMC-4212 makes it possible for 
Airbus Helicopters to install the HForce 
system in various models and setups,” said 
Claude Alber, vice president and manag-
ing director for Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa for Rockwell Collins. “Our open 
architecture approach to the mission 
computer allows for an easier installation, 
lowering risk for customers and allowing 
for different packaging options for unique 
configurations.”

The FMC-4212 mission computer features 
industry-leading multi-core processing 
power with real-time video processing 
capabilities that are suitable for dual-use 
applications such as medical evacuation 
operations or the incorporation of any 
kind of weapon system for military use. 
The computer also operates within a broad 
range of operating temperatures that act in 
accordance with commercial and military 
environmental requirements.
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Thales inaugurated its industrial Compe-
tence Centre in Casablanca, Morocco 

which specialises in metal additive manu-
facturing, also known as metal 3D printing. 
This plant will become a platform allowing 
the international requirements of the com-
pany and its customers to be met.

This industrial Competence Centre forms 

part of the Industrial Acceleration Plan 
2014 to 2020, supported by the Kingdom 
of Morocco, which supports the growth of 
a modern ecosystem involving Thales and 
its local suppliers, including the creation of 
a high-tech industrial competence centre.

Pierre Prigent, Thales country director in 
Morocco commented, “With an existing 

Duncan Aviation has been working to 
complete the flight deck upgrade for 

CJ3 owners since the company delivered 
the first Citation CJ3 aircraft equipped 
with the Rockwell Collins Pro Line Fusion® 
integrated avionics upgrade in April.

Two additional CJ3 aircraft received the 
upgrade at Duncan Aviation and a fourth 
just delivered ahead of schedule. Duncan 
Aviation has 17 additional CJ3 aircraft 
scheduled for the upgrade over the next 
18 months, and will be performing the 
installations at its main facilities in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, and Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and at select satellite avionics locations 
in 2018.

“The customers who have received the 
upgrade tell us that they love their flying 
experiences and rave about the system and 
its capabilities,” says Jeff Simmons, Duncan 
Aviation avionics sales representative. “One 
is even making his aircraft available for 
private demonstrations at the upcoming 
2017 CitationJet Pilots Annual Convention 
to be held October 4-7 in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Interested operators who wish to see the 

impressive flight deck upgrade can make 
an appointment. They will also see first-
hand Duncan Aviation’s beautiful interior 
and paint completions.”

Along with being certified WAAS/LPV, the 
baseline Pro Line Fusion upgrade meets the 
present 2020 mandate for ADS-B. The Pro 
Line Fusion upgrade replaces the factory-
installed portrait displays with larger 14.1-
inch landscape touchscreen primary flight 
displays. The new system includes intuitive, 
touch-interactive maps, and easy-to-use 

Thales launched a global centre of expertise in Morocco

Duncan Aviation continues CJ3 Pro Line Fusion® Integrated 
Avionics Upgrade programme in full swing

aerospace ecosystem of subcontractors, 
Morocco has everything needed to become 
Thales’ global centre of expertise in 3D 
printing. The use of a secure digital plat-
form provides the industrial Competence 
Centre with the latest innovations in terms 
of connected industry and smart plants, 
and will improve the competitiveness of 
the solutions offered to our customers.”

Moulay Hafid Elalamy, Minister of Indus-
try, Investment, Commercial and Digital 
Economy said, “Thales is bringing state-
of-the-art technology and a high added 
value profession to Morocco: it is a genuine 
source of pride for us to deliver this leap 
forward to the country’s industrial sector. 
This new project is proof that the Moroccan 
is achieving a diametric shift in its indus-
trial sector, which is driving the creation of 
highly specialized jobs in the country.”

Thales has a long-standing partnership with 
Morocco. The company opened its local office 
in Rabat in 2006 and is active in Morocco in de-
fence, aerospace, transportation and security.

icons, giving the pilot the ability to control 
items on the screen through touch as well 
as through two new cursor control panels 
and a new QWERTY keyboard, which 
replaces the current FMS CDU mounted in 
the center pedestal.

Besides installing the Pro Line Fusion 
integrated avionics upgrade, Duncan Avia-
tion gives CJ3 operators the option to take 
advantage of the aircraft’s downtime and 
receive new paint, a new interior or other 
avionics upgrades and options.
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H145M completes maiden flight with HForce 
weapon system in Germany

IAI unveils latest operational Loitering Munition for naval applications

The H145M completed its first flight 
with a complete HForce weapon 

system in Donauwörth, Germany. It can 
be equipped with all kind of guided and 
ballistic armaments such as missiles and 

laser guided rockets, guns, machine guns 
and rockets. The qualification of HForce 
for use on the H145M is planned for 2018.

“The next steps prior to qualification 
include a firing campaign, testing the 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), Israel’s 
major aerospace and aviation manufac-

turer unveiled the latest member in its Loi-
tering Munitions (LM) family, the Maritime 
Harop. The new marine capabilities of the 
Harop offer an operational response for a 
range of naval vessels, from offshore patrol 
vessels to naval frigates. The technological 
adjustments of the marine Harop include 
a launcher with new marine configuration 

and adjustments 
of the commu-
nication channel 
of the loitering 
munition.

Boaz Levi, 
IAI’s executive 
vice president 
and general 
manager of 
Systems, 
Missiles & 
Space Group, 
commented, 

“The maritime Harop is an operational 
weapon system which provides navies 
with unique response and at good 
cost-benefit ratio. As such, it has at-
tracted the interest of different custom-
ers worldwide. When used on marine 
platforms, the Harop provides excel-
lent operational alternative to sea-sea 
missiles as well as a range of additional 
uses such as intelligence gathering and 

whole fire mission spectrum through 
guns, cannons and rockets in Hungary 
as well as tests on the laser-guided 
rockets in Sweden before the end of 
the year,” said Jean-Luc André, HForce 
program manager at Airbus Helicopters. 
“As the launch customer for the H145M 
with the HForce weapon system, the 
Republic of Serbia has ordered nine 
H145M aircraft, including four attack 
helicopters equipped with HForce”, he 
added.

HForce is a broad, modular and cost-
efficient weapon system that can be 
used on any military version of Airbus’ 
civil helicopter range (H125M, H145M 
and H225M). The flexible weapon 
management system enables armies to 
complement their fleets with specialised 
versions of light attack helicopters.

The H145M is the military version of 
the tried-and-tested, twin-engine H145 
civil helicopter that was first delivered in 
2014. The agile light attack H145M, which 
perfectly matches the needs of Special 
Forces, can be used for a wide range of 
tasks, including armed reconnaissance, 
ground fire support, escort, tactical trans-
port, MEDEVAC and CASEVAC.

allowing the operator to choose the 
precise timing of the attack. It is a wel-
come addition to IAI’s solution offering 
for loitering munition missiles.”

HAROP can be launched from a variety 
of platforms, and is equipped with 
tactical UAV capabilities: high perfor-
mance FLIR/ color CCD EO seeker with 
360 degrees hemispherical coverage. It 
searches, detects, attacks and hits high 
value relocateable, time critical, land or 
sea-based moving targets with pinpoint 
accuracy at long ranges. A HAROP unit 
is comprised of LM launchers and a Mis-
sion Control Shelter (MCS) that enables 
missile control with a ‘Man in the Loop’ 
operation, and real time engagement 
or abort attack capability to avoid 
collateral damage. The HAROP can be 
applied to a variety of battle scenarios, 
including low and high intensity con-
flicts, urban warfare and counter terror 
operations.
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Avitas Systems, a GE Venture, in partnership with 
NVIDIA, an American technology company based 

in Santa Clara, California has decided to use some 
of the most recent advances in artificial intelligence 
(AI) computing to optimise the use of robotics for 
inspection and enhanced detect defects on industrial 
assets with superior data analytics.

The company is using NVIDIA DGX-1 and DGX Station 
systems for AI training involved in automated defect 
recognition. Avitas Systems data scientists build neural 
networks for image classification and generative adver-
sarial neural networks to minimise the amount of work 
involved in labeling captured images. NVIDIA permits 
Avitas Systems to train software to process many differ-
ent images and determine when it is ready to identify 
defects, following a variety of models.

“Working with NVIDIA allows us to fully commercial-
ize our cutting-edge, self-service AI Workbench, and 
we look forward to expanding its capabilities using 
the new NVIDIA DGX Stations with Volta,” said Alex 
Tepper, Founder and Head of Corporate and Business 
Development at Avitas Systems. “With our workbench, 
our engineers can easily create and access new deep 
learning models that train the software deployed to 
recognize defects automatically at inspection sites.

“Avitas Systems is breaking new ground by bringing 
NVIDIA DGX Station beyond the deskside and into the 
field for the first time,” said Jim McHugh, General Manager 
of DGX Systems for NVIDIA. “Using our latest DGX systems 
to help train robots and better predict industrial defects 
increases worker safety, protects the environment, and 
leads to substantial cost savings for companies.”

The Bell V-280 Valor has achieved 100 percent build 
completion and moved one step closer to its first 

flight. The V-280 is the latest revolutionary aircraft in 
the tiltrotor family. The V-280 Valor was selected to 
advance, build and fly an aircraft within the JMR-TD 
programme.

The Bell V-280 has been designed to offers military 
with the speed, range and operational productivity 
needed to complete any mission and outmatch every 
opponent. New innovations integrated in the V-280 
include stationary nacelles, which increases the ease 
of aircraft maintenance and safety of the ingress and 
egress. The latest tiltrotor provides fixed-wing high 
speed performance and low speed agility, giving 
soldiers and operators the option to pick the best pace 
and maneuverability for their mission.

Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company, received a contract from the 
County of Los Angeles for two S-70i™ Black Hawk helicopters in a 

baseline configuration. Sikorsky is assembling the two new S-70i Black 
Hawk helicopters for delivery to LA County in December 2017.

The S-70i aircraft will feature wide chord rotor blades for improved lift, a 
stronger airframe, a digital glass cockpit with flight management system 
for enhanced situation awareness, and a cockpit voice and flight data 
recorder. An Integrated Vehicle Health Management system will monitor 
the aircraft’s operational health.

Besides aerial firefighting, a Firehawk helicopter also performs com-
mand and control of other firefighting aircraft, EMS transport, search 
and rescue, and logistic support. Thomas Ewald, assistant fire chief of LA 
County’s Air and Wildland Division, said “nothing close compares with the 
Firehawk. No other aircraft does all five missions as well.”

Ewald added, “The Firehawk has repeatedly proven its reliability and 
ruggedness. The stresses we place on the aircraft when we take on and 
then aggressively release 8,000 pounds of water multiple times a day are 
far more than what its military variant might do in normal operations at 
maximum gross weight. Like a good pick-up truck, we beat it up and it 
keeps coming back for more.”

“The new and more capable S-70i Black Hawk helicopters will provide 
LA County and the fire department with the most effective firefight-
ing and multi-mission aircraft available, said Dan Schultz, president of 
Sikorsky.”We thank LA County for its continued confidence in Sikorsky 
and the Black Hawk helicopter, and for our close collaboration that has 
resulted in advances in aerial firefighting. We offer our congratulations to 
the courageous firefighters, aircrews and maintainers who employ this 
unique capability for the highest ideal of public service.”

Once modified by a specialist outfitter in 2018 with a 1,000-gallon 
(3,785-liter) water tank, extended landing gear, single pilot cockpit layout 
and a medically-equipped interior, the new aircraft will increase to five 
the LA County Fire Department’s fleet of Firehawk™ multi-role helicopters.

“This acquisition supplements our county’s potent aerial firefighting ar-
senal and our ability to knock down wildfires to protect life and property,” 
said LA County Supervisor Kathryn Barger. “The Firehawk provides a very 
effective initial attack platform to battle fires along with multi-mission 
capability for alternate needs including EMS and search and rescue.”

Sikorsky supports the important mission of the LA Country fire depart-
ment with an all new airframe of the S-70i Black Hawk aircraft, which are 
available direct from Sikorsky in the US customers can order aircraft with 
mission sets and features tailored to specific preferences.

Avitas Systems, NVIDIA to use 
artificial intelligence for robotic 
inspection and automated defect 
recognition

Sikorsky to deliver two S-70i™ Black Hawk helicopters 
to the LA County Fire Department

Bell V-280 Valor achieves 
100% completion
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Boeing appoints Phil Musser as Senior VP, Communications

AJW promotes Conrad Vandersluis to Senior VP Strategic Material and Asset Management

Ian Bartholomew named as Director 
of Business Development & Sales at 
KLM UK Engineering LimitedBoeing named Phil Musser as the 

company’s next senior vice president 
of communications, succeeding Tom 
Downey, who has announced plans to 
step down from the role late this month 
and retire from the company early next 
year.
Musser has more than 20 years of 

strategic communications and public rela-
tions experience, including 10 years as a 
consultant to Boeing. He is the chairman 
and chief executive officer of IMGE he 
co-founded in 2013. He will join Boeing on 
Sept. 25, reporting to chairman, president 
and CEO Dennis Muilenburg and will move 
into Downey’s place on the company’s 
executive council. He will be based in 
Chicago.
“Phil is a seasoned and highly respected 

executive who knows Boeing well and 
brings to us an exceptionally broad and 
relevant set of communications experienc-
es, capabilities and insights,” said Muilen-
burg. “He is a creative, strategic and ener-
getic leader who understands the scale of 
our brand and how to inspire confidence 
and support among our many important 
stakeholders. He also has a passion for 
engaging our people, shaping culture and 
investing in talent for the future. He is the 

right choice to lead our world-class com-
munications team into Boeing’s second 
century,” Muilenburg added.
Prior to his role as the co-founder of IMGE, 

Musser was the executive director of the 
Republican Governors Association and a 
senior vice president of Dutko Worldwide, 
a leading bi-partisan public policy man-
agement firm. He also served as deputy 
chief of staff and senior policy advisor of 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development during the second Bush 
Administration and was a deputy director 
of the 2004 G-8 Summit in Sea Island, 
Georgia, for the U.S. Department of State. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree from Kenyon 
College.

AJW Group, a world leading specialist in the supply, exchange, 
repair and lease of commercial aircraft spare parts has promot-

ed Conrad Vandersluis to senior vice president Strategic Material 
and Asset Management.
Vandersluis’ new role will focus on helping both AJW and its cus-

tomers efficiently manage their assets and secure higher returns 
on the capital employed. He will drive the optimisation of invento-
ries and streamlining of operating costs for clients through person-
alised plans and utilisation of AJW’s expert global sales teams.
He was most recently AJW’s Vice President Strategic Material and 

Asset Management, a position which he held for just over a year.
In his new role, Vandersluis will lead a team of five in the strategic 

planning and coordination of purchasing airframes and engines 
from the B737, B777 and A320 family to support customer and 
market demand and ensure AJW is a strategic asset management 
partner of choice.
Christopher Whiteside, president and CEO of AJW Group, said, 

“Conrad is a long-standing member of the AJW team who has 
made a valuable contribution across a range of positions since 
joining in 2003. His promotion is richly deserved.”
Conrad Vandersluis, senior vice president Strategic Material and 

Asset Management, AJW Group, said, “This is an exciting and chal-
lenging role which I am looking forward to delivering on to pro-
vide greater efficiencies for our clients. We already have a talented 
team in place and I feel privileged to have the opportunity to lead 
them.”
Vandersluis has over 30 years of experience in the aviation indus-

try, including roles in sales at Flightspares Ltd and Skybrakes/APPH, 
before joining AJW Group in 2003.

Executive Focus

Phil Musser
Senior VP
of communications

Ian Bartholomew has been appointed as 
Director of Business Development & Sales 

at KLM UK Engineering Limited, a leading re-
gional aircraft and narrow body MRO, wholly 
owned by KLM and member of the AFI KLM 
E&M Network as of 11th September.
Ian started his aviation career at KLM UK 

Engineering, holding various positions 
including the role of Materials Manager. 
In 2003 Ian joined The Monarch Group as 
marketing sales manager and went on to 
become sales & marketing director, com-
mercial director & finally to accountable 
manager & managing director, with Ian’s 
latest role at Etihad Airways Engineering 
in the Middle East. Ian has over 30 years 
of experience in the industry and will be 
a great asset to KLM UK Engineering.
Ian Bartholomew said, “I am very proud 

to be returning to KLM UK Engineering 
Limited as Director of Business Develop-
ment & Sales. With my previous experi-
ence within the Company and with 
Monarch Aircraft Engineering Ltd & more 
recently with Etihad Airways Engineering 
I will bring knowledge and experience to 
the business and look forward to working 
with the team.”

Conrad Vandersluis 
Senior VP 
Strategic Material and 
Asset Management.
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Abdul Khaliq Saeed announced as CEO of Etihad Airways Engineering

Aeroflot Deputy CEO Giorgio Callegari receives Italy’s 
highest civil honour

MTU Maintenance Lease Services 
BV names Alistair Dibisceglia as new 
VP and Head of Global Leasing

The Etihad Aviation Group (EAG) named 
Abdul Khaliq Saeed as the new chief 

executive officer for Etihad Airways Engi-
neering, the largest commercial aircraft 
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) 
services provider in the Middle East replac-
ing Jeff Wilkinson, who is leaving the post 
after 11 years with the company.
Saeed brings over 35 years of mainte-

nance, repair and overhaul (MRO) industry 
experience, and joins Etihad Airways En-
gineering from Abu Dhabi based, Turbine 
Services & Solutions (TS&S) where he has 
been chief executive officer since 2014.
Before joining TS&S, he was President 

and CEO of Abu Dhabi Aircraft Technolo-
gies (ADAT) until it was acquired by Etihad 
Airways and became Etihad Airways En-
gineering in 2014. He has also held senior 
positions within Mubadala Aerospace, Jet 
Airways, and Gulf Air.
H.E. Mohamed Mubarak Fadhel Al Maz-

rouei, Chairman of the Board of Etihad 

Aviation Group, said, “We are delighted to 
have Abdul Khaliq as CEO of Etihad Airways 
Engineering. The organisation has become 
a critical enabler for UAE commercial avia-
tion and Abu Dhabi’s role as a global avia-
tion hub over the past 25 years.Under his 
leadership, we will maintain our focus on 
innovation and business performance.”
Ray Gammell, Interim Group CEO of Etihad 

Aviation Group, said, “We are very happy to 
have Abdul Khaliq leading the world-class 
team at Etihad Airways Engineering. The 
business enables Etihad Airways and many 
global airlines to keep their fleets flying. 
Abdul Khaliq’sMRO experience, knowledge 
of the regional aviation market and proven 
track record makes him the clear choice to 
operate and grow this critical part of the 
Etihad Aviation Group.”
Gammell also paid tribute to outgoing 

CEO Jeff Wilkinson, whom he commended 
for leading the integration of ADAT to 
Etihad Airways Engineering. During his 

tenure, the company became the largest 
airline MRO provider in the region, the 
first with European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) approval to manufacture 3D-printed 
aircraft cabin parts.
Abdul Khaliq Saeed said, “I am delighted 

to join Etihad Airways Engineering, a 
company at the forefront of MRO innova-
tion in the region and worldwide. I look 
forward to continuing the great work by 
the team to build our global 
customer base and enable 
Abu Dhabi’s growth as an 
aviation hub.”

Aeroflot’s Deputy CEO for Strategy and 
Alliances, Giorgio Callegari, has been 

made a Knight of the Order of Merit of the 
Italian Republic at a ceremony at the Ital-
ian Embassy in Moscow. The Order, which 
is granted by the President of Italy, was 
awarded by Italian Ambassador to Russia 
Cesare Maria Ragaglini in recognition of 
Giorgio Callegari’s “outstanding contribution 
to strengthening Russian-Italian relations”.
Giorgio Callegari said, “This award is a great 

honour for me. My father and grandfather 
were both proud bearers of the Order of Merit 
of the Italian Republic, and I am delighted to 
be continuing this family tradition.

“I have been involved in aviation 
my whole life, with a significant 

part devoted to Aeroflot. Work-

Alistair Dibisceglia takes over the role 
of Vice President and Head of Global 

Leasing at MTU Maintenance Lease Services 
B.V in Amsterdam. In this role, Dibisceglia 
is responsible for commercial and techni-
cal activities. He is looking to build on MTU 
Maintenance Lease Services’s offerings for 
lessors and lessees, as well as expand its 
technical asset management services in line 
with the company’s strategy.
Dibisceglia has amassed over 15 years’ ex-

perience in the aviation industry, including 
senior roles in leasing and asset manage-
ment at International Lease Finance Cor-
poration (ILFC)/AerCap and CastleLake. He 
joins MTU Maintenance Lease Services B.V. 
from Aircraft Recycling International Lim-
ited, a member company of China Aircraft 
Leasing Group Holdings Limited, where he 
was Senior Vice President and Head of Tech-
nical. Having started his career as a technical 
director for an airline, Dibisceglia combines 
broad technical, leasing, asset management 
and MRO experience with in-depth, global 
market understanding.

Giorgio CallegariSenior 
CEO
Strategy and Alliances
Aeroflot

Abdul Khaliq Saeed
CEO 
Etihad

ing for Russia’s leading airline gives me the 
opportunity to help further Russian-Italian 
relations, and I am grateful for this high rec-
ognition of my contribution to strengthen-
ing international collaboration, particularly 
amid current trends”.
Giorgio Callegari joined Aeroflot in 2011 and 

is in charge of developing and implementing 
the Group’s corporate strategy. He has made 
a major contribution to Aeroflot achieving 
one of the ambitious goals set out in its 
Strategy 2025 – that of becoming a top-20 
global carrier by passenger numbers – ahead 
of schedule: according to Airline Business, the 
authoritative industry publication, Aeroflot 
Group in 2016 ranked 18th by passenger 
numbers and 20th by RPKs among global 
carriers, placing it firmly among the ranks of 
the world’s leading airlines.
The Order of Merit of the Italian Republic 

is Italy’s highest civil honour, and was intro-
duced in 1951 to replace old royal titles. The 
order is awarded for noteworthy contribu-
tion to the nation in literature, art, economy, 
charity, and social and humanitarian activity.
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