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Aerospace & MRO Logistics
Big Growth Ahead…..
People have an
insatiable desire to
travel and demand
for air travel is on the
rise. This is creating
massive demand for
new planes. This calls
for new ideas in supply
chain improvements
and specialized logistics
services to keep the
aerospace industry
flying high. The
following report is on
how aerospace logistics
is set for big growth
going forward.

T

he world has an insatiable appetite
for air travel, which is creating massive demand for new planes. According to the International Air Transport
Association (IATA) the full-year global
passenger traffic results for 2016 showed
demand increase by 6.3 percent compared to 2015. This strong performance
was well ahead of the ten-year average
annual growth rate of 5.5 percent.
“Connectivity increased with the
establishment of more than 700 new
routes. And a $44 fall in average return
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fares helped to make air travel even
more accessible. Demand for air travel
is still expanding,” said Alexandre de
Juniac, IATA’s Director General and CEO.
According to the recent Airbus’ Global
Market Forecast for 2016-2035 air traffic
will grow at 4.5 percent annually, requiring some 33,000 new passenger and
dedicated freighter aircraft at a value of
$5.2 trillion over the next 20 years. For
the first time Airbus has released results
from its “Global Services Forecast” which
shows a Maintenance Repair & Overhaul

(MRO) business totalling $1.8 trillion and
the need for in excess of a 500,000 new
pilots over the next 20 years.
With so much demand in the market
for planes there is a pressure on the
aerospace industry to produce planes
more quickly, efficiently, and profitably.
Aircraft manufacturers are challenged
to make lighter aircraft with lower fuel
consumption, using materials sourced
from a geographically diverse supplier
base. Technical challenges are also
delaying some production timetables,
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causing a ripple effect through a carefully planned schedule of costly incoming parts timed to keep inventories low.
A related demand is to keep the planes
flying — servicing and managing replacement parts across an increasingly
global footprint. Those pressures are
elevating supply chain management to
an unprecedented status within aerospace organizations, which have historically emphasized research and development, and manufacturing. They’re also
prompting aerospace companies to hire
third-party logistics (3PL) providers to
manage inbound materials movement,
production, maintenance, repair, and
overhaul operations.
Therefore, supply chain management
is the key to commercial aerospace
growth and logistics plays an important
role in making this industry sustainable.
It is observed that the aerospace supply
chain is a few years behind the automotive and high-tech industries. Therefore,
3PLs are innovating to offer agile solutions to customers.
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Major Players
AAR
AerFin Limited
Aerovision
DASI - Diversified Aero Services Inc.
AFI KLM E&M
AJW Group
Global Aerospace Logistics
Global Aerospace Corporation
Aviall, a Boeing Company
B&H Worldwide, Inc.
Farsound Aviation
Fokker Services
Daher
DB Schenker
FedEx
Intertrade, a Rockwell Collins Company
Kellstrom Repair Services
Killick Aerospace
Kuehne + Nagel
Pattonair
Rockwell Collins
SATAIR Group
Sabena Technics
TALA – The Aerospace Logistics Alliance
Touchdown Aviation
UPS
Wesco Aircraft & Many more

Both new and current model production lines require improved processes
for the inbound flow of parts. Aerospace companies are striving to streamline movement, and continuously synchronize the manufacturing process.
Like automotive companies, aerospace
companies have moved some sub-assembly activities to low-cost countries.
They’ve extended their supply chains
to 3PLs to support the manufacturing
process, and handle staging, kitting,
and other tasks. One improvement
involves determining how to move the
parts. While most aircraft components
are parcel-size, some can scale up to an
engine or wing, which requires specialized handling, racks, and conveyances.
Given tight production timeframes,
and the nature of the business, aerospace companies make heavy use of
air freight to move components, taking
advantage of its value, lead times, and
contract terms. But they also use some
ground, rail, and steamship transportation, which requires careful coordina-
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tion, particularly as points of origin
grow more diverse.
David Roegge, Marketing Director
for High Tech Segment at UPS, writes
that this may well be a golden age
for plane-makers and their suppliers;
however they need strong logistics
partners to meet the stunning demand. “As aircraft manufacturers boost
production rates, they increasingly rely
on complex global supply chains. Now,
more than ever, aerospace companies
require assistance in the critical steps
of the product lifecycle from pre-production through aftermarket service,
where optimised parts placement,
inventory and visibility are critical
to ensuring the right part is always
available in the right place. Nowadays,
parts come from dozens of countries.
Greater distances increase lead times
and challenge supply chain managers
to meet narrow delivery windows,”
says Roegge.
All of this elevates the role of logistics
providers as manufacturers look for
ways to improve efficiency and cut costs.
The right supply chain partners can,
in fact, drive repeat sales for aerospace
companies by helping manufacturers
maintain proper order fill rates, improve
inventory accuracy and offer convenient
reverse logistics services.
“At an even deeper level, logistics partners empower aerospace companies to
expand into lucrative emerging markets. One way they do this is by helping
exporters navigate the complicated customs processes involved in transporting
aerospace products across international
borders,” says Roegge.
While customs compliance can be difficult for all manufacturers, it is especially
challenging for aerospace companies,
which sell dual-use products for commercial or military purposes. Fines soar
into the millions for non-compliance.
Companies also face potential revocation of export privileges and damage to
their brands and reputations.
Those other tasks include providing
visibility to the order and part level,
determining total delivered cost, and
synchronizing the flow of material from
suppliers using tools such as warehouse,
event, and transportation management
systems. As manufacturing supply
chains become more disciplined, in-
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bound materials movement is becoming
less urgent and more synchronized, with
supply chain managers monitoring flow
and communicating with suppliers to
address exceptions.
In addition to moving parts cost effectively, aerospace supply chain managers must meet increasingly tight
delivery time windows. “In the past,
meeting delivery schedules was easy
because companies held one month’s
supply of buffer stock close to the
plant,” said Erik Goedhart, Senior Vice
President, Global Head of Aerospace
and Industrials, Kuehne + Nagel. “Today, however, the increased production
tempo results in less stock held at the
plant or with vendors. Aerospace companies are more frequently requesting that their 3PLs manage vendor
relationships and inbound logistics,”
Goedhart added.
In fact for Kuehne + Nagel’s business
vertical specialised end-to end solutions
for industries such as aerospace has
been performing extremely well. For
2016, the global logistics service provider
increased its net turnover by 5.7 percent
from this vertical.
CargoLogicAir (CLA), a UK based
cargo airline associated with Air
Bridge Cargo, has been building up
its aerospace vertical with special
focus on aircraft on ground (AOG) and
maintenance requirements. “Aerospace
market is priority focus for us in 2017.
The UK is one of the world’s centres of
excellence for the aerospace industry
and is either home or a regional base
for some of the industry’s biggest
companies. Last year we performed
a number of flights carrying aero engines for both AOG and maintenance
requirements and we are confident our
ability to provide solutions for off-size
cargoes will make CLA a strong partner
for aerospace companies here,” said
Dmitry Grishin, CEO, CLA. It operates
scheduled cargo services as well as
charter service from its base at London
Stansted Airport on routes between
the UK, Europe, Asia, Africa and North
America.
Chapman Freeborn and Volga-Dnepr
Airlines were involved in offering logistics support for Solar Impulse 2’s historic
round-the-world trip. The Solar Impulse
2 project chose Chapman Freeborn and

Volga-Dnepr to provide comprehensive
logistical assistance with the provision
of both cargo & passenger chartered
aircraft to transport spare parts, a mobile hangar and the technical team to
support the record-breaking round-theworld trip.
In addition to providing the Solar
Impulse team with highly-responsive
support aircraft including a Volga-Dnepr
Airlines’ IL-76TD-90VD and an ATR-72
for the mission, Chapman Freeborn’s
Wings 24 in-house flight support team
helped to manage the project’s operations, ranging from flight permits and
customs clearances to ground handling
and immigration arrangements for the
transport airplanes.
AeroVision International (Muskegon,
Michigan) recently announced that it
will open a new forward stocking location to service customers in Europe, the
Middle East and Africa in collaboration
with B&H Worldwide, a leading aerospace logistics provider.
“Our newly initiated warehouse will be
adjacent to London’s Heathrow Airport
(LHR), allowing customers outside of
North America greatly improved access
to AeroVision’s inventory of regional
aircraft parts,” said Pete Gibson, AeroVision’s Vice President of Aircraft Services.
“Utilizing the 24/7/365 support of B&H
Worldwide will cut lead times for normal shipments and greatly reduce the
response time for EMEA customer’s AOG
situations.”
Rick Cramblet, Executive Vice President
of AeroVision said, “The relationship
with B&H Worldwide, utilizing their
LHR warehouse location, is the first
step in building out a global support
network for our customers. Additional
forward stocking locations will be added
as quickly as possible, enabling our
customers to reduce their investment
in inventory while increasing their dispatch reliability.”
Established in 1988 in the UK, B&H
Worldwide is a market leader in the
highly specialist aerospace parts industry. Over the last quarter of a century
it has expanded globally and today
operates from ten strategically located
aerospace hubs around the world and
has a customer base which includes
airlines, spare part stockists, MROs and
repair vendors.
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India and Russia to set up JVs to manufacture
aircraft, automobiles

I

ndia and Russia to set up JVs to
manufacture aircraft, automobiles
India and Russia have agreed to set up
joint ventures for building aircraft and
automobiles as the two countries look to
enhance trade and economic ties.
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
after summit talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, said Russian-Indian
economic cooperation is returning to
a growth trajectory, as reported by the
news agency.
“We both have a stake in consolidating
this positive trend,” he said. “Our talks
are always held in a warm and friendly
atmosphere, and are always substantive and productive. This time was no
exception.”
Putin said contracts made in the St
Petersburg Declaration outline steps
to further deepen bilateral cooperation
in the political, economic and cultural
spheres.
“Encouraging the growth of trade,
improving its structure, and expanding
industrial cooperation constitute our key
priority,” he said.
Bilateral trade, he said, was declining in
recent years but has reversed this year.
It rose by 29 per cent in the first quarter
of 2017.
“As of now the sides have agreed a
list of 19 projects aimed at establishing
joint ventures for transport infrastructure, new technology, including phar-
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maceuticals, aircraft and automobile
manufacturing, the diamond industry,
and agriculture,” he said without giving
details.
After summit talks, the two leaders
witnessed the signing of a contract on
intellectual property, a master framework agreement on building two units
at the Kudankulam nuclear power
plant, a programme of bilateral cultural
exchanges for 2017-2019, an agreement
on a feasibility study for a high- speed
link between Nagpur and Secunderabad,
and a memorandum on cooperation
between joint stock company ALROSA
and India’s Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council.
Also signed were documents on building Russian-designed nuclear power
plants+ at new sites in India, developing
a bilateral leasing platform, developing
bilateral investment activity, and developing rail transport vehicles.
Russia’s investment in the Indian economy exceeded USD 4 billion, and Indian
investment in Russia is USD 8 billion.
“All these facts show that Russian-Indian economic cooperation is returning
to a growth trajectory, and we both have
a stake in consolidating this positive
trend,” Putin said.
Putin said the cooperation is not limited to direct supplies of the most recent
Russian military equipment to India.
“The assembly of high-tech military

products has been set
up in India with Russia’s
participation. We agreed
with the Prime Minister to
continue to jointly develop
and manufacture modern
weapons systems.”
At the CEO forum that
followed the Summit discussions, Putin said over
the past seven decades,
first the Soviet Union and
then Russia built steel
works, power stations,
chemicals plants, gas
pipelines, agribusiness
facilities, and transport infrastructure in India. “We
in Russia are proud of this
capital we have developed
together,” he said.
He said it was important to move from
simply trading goods to more sophisticated forms of cooperation. “We invite
our partners to localise production in
Russia. We know Prime Minister Modi’s
idea regarding projects in India in areas
where we can support each other and
exchange modern technology. We can
do this on a bilateral basis, of course, in
areas where we are competitive at the
global level.”
Businessmen of the two nations can
create innovative, high value-added
products and build production chains,
including for promoting their goods and
services on third country markets, he
said. “On the agenda we have the launch
of promising joint projects in fundamental areas for the economy and hightech sectors such as nuclear energy, the
aerospace sector, and biotechnology. We
need to look to the future, and the future
is about harnessing the common powerful scientific and technical potential of
both countries.”
Russia’s market, he said, today offers every opportunity for carrying out
the boldest business initiatives. “We
continue to improve our investment
and business mechanisms, including
with respect to foreign companies and
citizens. We will use modern market
instruments to stimulate growth in the
high-tech sectors.”
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Rockwell Collins to exhibit at the Paris
Air Show 2017

R

ockwell Collins, a leader in aviation and high-integrity solutions will highlight how its investments in ground-breaking solutions
for cockpit, cabin, communication
and connectivity are unleashing the
potential of the quickly changing
aviation ecosystem at the Paris Air
Show 2017, taking place June 19-25
at Le Bourget.
Rockwell Collins lately acquired
B/E Aerospace to produce its new
Interior Systems business, which includes a complete portfolio of cabin
interior solutions from sophisticated
passenger seats developed for safety
and comfort, to trustworthy galley
systems and inserts for the highest
standards of passenger service, to
lighting that helps create the finest
atmosphere.
These cabin interior solutions, as
well as some of the industry’s superior avionics, communication and
connectivity solutions, are featured
on key aircraft that will be flying
and on display at this year’s Paris Air
Show, including:
 Airbus A350 XWB, A380, A320
and A321: The A350 features the
company’s innovative onboard
information management system, navigation equipment, flight
controls, a communication global
package, common data network,
seating and inserts products, as well
as galley, passenger service units and
oxygen systems. The A380 features
a communication global package,
navigation equipment, common data
network, Ethernet backbone, lighting, seating and oxygen systems,
and high-bandwidth connectivity.
The A320 family of aircraft features
a range of airline-selectable communications, navigation and surveillance systems, seating and oxygen
systems and high-bandwidth connectivity.
 Boeing 737 MAX, 787 Dreamliner:
Rockwell Collins has standard flight
deck positions on all next-generation
Boeing aircraft. The 737 MAX marks
the company’s biggest contribution
to date on any single aisle aircraft
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Textron Aviation
rolls out first
production Cessna
Citation Longitude

T

with large format displays, flight
controls, communications, navigation and surveillance systems, lavatories, lighting, inserts and oxygen
systems as standard, along with a
number of optional features such as
Head-up Guidance System (HGS™),
MultiScan™ ThreatTrack weather
radar and passenger seating. The 787
Dreamliner includes large format
displays, pilot controls, dual HGS,
integrated surveillance system, core
network, communications, oxygen
systems and passenger service units
as standard fit. Rockwell Collins also
provides high-bandwidth connectivity for these airplanes.
 Bombardier C Series: Rockwell
Collins’ Pro Line Fusion® integrated
avionics system is featured on the C
Series and selectable dual Head-up
Displays, along with the company’s
Primary Flight Control Computer,
MultiScan weather radar and a number of interior systems, including
optional aircraft seating.
 Mitsubishi Regional Jet: The
Mitsubishi Regional Jet includes the
Pro Line Fusion integrated avionics
system, Primary Flight Control Computer, electromechanical systems
and a number of interior systems,
including cabin crew seating and
galley inserts.
 Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning
II: The F-35 features the world’s most
sophisticated helmet, which Rockwell Collins offers through a joint
venture with Elbit Vision Systems.
 Embraer KC-390: The KC-390 includes the Pro Line Fusion integrated
avionics system, which has been
missionised for military applications,
and the Cargo Handling and Aerial
Delivery Control System.

extron Aviation Inc., a Textron Inc.
company, has rolled out the first
production unit of the Cessna Citation
Longitude, the company’s newest cleansheet design, super-midsize business jet.
“The Citation Longitude sets a new
standard in the super-midsize segment,
not only through the aircraft’s design
and performance, but also in the way we
are manufacturing it,” said Ron Draper,
senior vice president, Integrated Supply
Chain. “We’re incorporating a number of
new and innovative fabrication and assembly techniques that will improve processes, reduce the number of parts and
provide excellent quality and precision
that will aid in the overall maintainability of the aircraft.”
The Longitude production programme
uses innovative technologies such as
monolithic machining where major assemblies are milled from a single piece of
metal rather than assembled from smaller pieces, reducing the number of parts
and resulting in more precise tolerances
for easier assembly. Textron Aviation
has also employed and expanded vertical tooling on the assembly line of the
Longitude. First utilised on the Citation
Latitude midsize jet, the vertical tooling
stations provide better ergonomics for
employees and make more efficient use
of factory space.
“Careful attention to detail, combined
with advanced manufacturing techniques results in a production process
that greatly benefits our customers,”
Draper said. “We are able to move more
quickly from concept to delivery with a
high-quality product that we know will
exceed the expectations of our customers.”
The first Longitude flew in October 2016
and to date, the flight test programme’s
four aircraft have accumulated more
than 550 hours. A fifth aircraft will join
the flight test programme this summer,
showcasing the company’s dedication
and commitment to getting the aircraft
in the hands of its customers. The Longitude is expected to enter the market by
the end of the year.
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NASA’s TASAR trial takes flight on Alaska Airlines with
installation of UTC Aerospace Systems’ ADM solution

UTC Aerospace Systems, one of the
world’s largest suppliers of technologically advanced aerospace and defense
products, announced that Alaska
Airlines has completed installation of
the company’s advanced Aircraft Data
Management (ADM) solution on three
of its 737NG aircraft. The ADM system
is designed to help aircraft save time
and fuel through its family of software
and hardware products, including the
Tablet Interface Module (TIM®) and
Aircraft Interface Device (AID), both
of which have been installed on the
Alaska planes.
The ADM Alaska Airlines installation hosts NASA’s Traffic Aware
Strategic Aircrew Requests (TASAR)
software which will allow flight
crews to make trajectory change
request decisions en route using
near real-time weather information,
special use airspace status and traffic
conditions. A NASA analysis of 1,600
Alaska Airlines flights found that
alternative trajectories suggested by
TASAR could save the airline more
than 1 million gallons of fuel, more
than 110,000 minutes of flight time
and $5.15 million yearly.
“The ADM system provides a lowcost, lightweight, flexible and scalable
solution for deploying a wide range

of aircraft information and performance optimization applications,” said
Melissa Jacob, Business Leader, Aircraft
Data Management Solutions for UTC
Aerospace Systems. “At UTC Aerospace
Systems, we’re committed to making
aircraft more intelligent to help our
customers save time and money, while
improving performance. We’re proud
to work with NASA to enable testing
of this game-changing software and
look forward to continuing to working
with both NASA and Alaska Airlines
moving forward.”
The ADM system is certified on
nearly all key commercial transport
category aircraft to support a common
aircraft data management solution
across mixed fleets. The ADM is an
open architecture system that supports all top aviation mobile apps
for both iOS and Windows tablets.
Besides the UTC Aerospace Systems
OpsInsight™ Electronic Flight Folder
(EFF) applications suite, a Software
Development Kit is available to sustain
development and deployment of thirdparty applications.

Lockheed Martin’s LM-100J Commercial Freighter to
make international debut at 2017 Paris Air Show

L

ockheed Martin, a global security and
aerospace company will showcase its
LM-100J commercial freighter aircraft for
the first time at international level at the
2017 International Paris Air Show held
from June 19-21 at Paris-Le Bourget Airport.
The LM-100J represents the 17th different mission capability for the C-130J
Super Hercules platform and is an updated version of the L-100 cargo aircraft,
which Lockheed Martin produced from
1964-1992. The LM-100J flew for the first
time on May 25, 2017.
“The LM-100J has performed remarkably well in flight tests just two weeks
after its first flight. Because of this
strong performance, we decided to fly
the LM-100J to Paris to be on display
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at the world’s greatest airshow,” said
George Shultz, vice president and general manager, Air Mobility & Maritime
Missions at Lockheed Martin. “The LM100J’s presence at the Paris Air Show
truly places it on the world’s stage,
offering an opportunity to highlight
its proven capabilities and unmatched
versatility to the global commercial
marketplace. We are honored to introduce the world to the LM-100J!”

easyJet receives first of 130
Airbus A320neo aircraft

A

irbus has delivered easyJet’s
first A320neo, which is also the
airline’s 300th A320 Family aircraft, at
Toulouse in the presence of Carolyn
McCall, easyJet CEO, GaëlMéheust, CFM
international CEO, Tom Enders, Airbus
CEO, and other senior executives.
The aircraft, powered by CFM LEAP1A engines, is configured in a 186 seat
layout. easyJet’s NEO fleet will be based
out of London Luton Airport and operate
its first commercial flights in June to
Amsterdam, Madrid and Edinburgh.
From its first A320 Family delivery in
2003, easyJet has expanded to operate
Europe’s biggest A320 Family fleet and
is also Europe’s largest customer for the
NEO. Environmentally, the NEO has major benefits with a 15 percent reduction
in fuel burn and CO2 emissions rising to
20 percent by 2020. The noise footprint
is also reduced by 50 percent.
In May 2017, easyJet upsized orders for
30 A320neo with 186 seats to the larger
capacity A321neo with 235 seats for
growth at slot constrained airports.

Flagship A350 outfitted
in Delta colors

D

elta’s first A350, Ship 3501, left Airbus’
paint shop in Toulouse, France,
coated in Delta’s signature livery as the
aircraft prepares to be delivered in July.
The state-of-the-art widebody jet had
its maiden test flight two weeks ago and
will go through further flight testing
in France before being handed over to
Delta. Ship 3501 is expected to enter service this autumn on trans-Pacific routes.
Delta will be the first U.S. carrier to take
delivery of the A350.
As Delta’s flagship international
aircraft, the A350 will debut the airline’s
Delta One suites in the business class
cabin as well as Delta Premium Select.
The aircraft will feature 32 Delta One
suites, 48 Delta Premium Select seats
and 226 seats in the Main Cabin.
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Safran Aircraft Engines and AFI KLM E&M launch
their new Joint Venture, Airfoils Advanced Solutions

T

he joint venture between Safran
Aircraft Engines and AFI KLM
E&M, announced a year ago, now has
an official name: Airfoils Advanced
Solutions. Located at the Sars-et-Rosières
business park in north of France, near
Valenciennes, the new company’s plant
will be completed in early 2018, with
operations due to kick off late 2018. By
the time the Airfoils Advanced Solutions
plant reaches cruise speed in 2020, it
will have from 200 to 250 employees.
Airfoils Advanced Solutions will mend
high-pressure compressor blades and
variable stator vanes, focusing on the
CFM International CFM56 engines powering the Airbus A320 and Boeing 737,
GE’s GE90 engines powering the Boeing
777, and the Engine Alliance GP7200 for
the Airbus A380 super-jumbo.
The new facility will span nearly
15,000 square meters (162,000 sq ft) and

will include state-of-the-art equipment
while executing hi-tech metallurgical
processes. Airfoils Advanced Solutions
will also be active in repair solutions
development, including cutting-edge
repairs for fleets serviced by parent
companies Safran Aircraft Engines and
AFI KLM E&M.
François Planaud, executive vice president, services & MRO, Safran Aircraft
Engines, said, “The founding of this joint
venture is a major step forward in our
repair capabilities for the high-pressure
sections of engines serviced by Safran
Aircraft Engines and AFI KLM E&M. It’s

also a tremendous opportunity for Safran Aircraft Engines to strengthen our
position as a major supplier of engine
MRO services. We are also very proud to
see that this strategic business line, requiring highly qualified personnel, will
be located in our local communities”.
Anne Brachet, executive vice president of Air France KLM Engineering
& Maintenance, added, “This joint
venture reflects AFI KLM E&M’s development strategy, which is rooted
in innovation and the development of
new repair solutions to continuously
improve the competitiveness of our
engine support services. We will continue to invest in France, the Netherlands and worldwide to better serve all
customers in our global MRO network.
Airfoils Advanced Solutions is the latest concrete expression of our development goals, and it is an honor to build
this joint-venture with a partner like
Safran.”

Bombardier to showcase a CS300 Aircraft in airBaltic’s livery at 2017
Paris Air Show

B

ombardier Commercial Aircraft
will commemorate the C Series
aircraft’s excellent first year in service
by exhibiting airBaltic’s latest CS300
aircraft at the 2017 Paris International
Airshow, at Le Bourget airport from June
19 to 25. Besides the CS300, Bombardier
will also be showcasing a Q400 in
WestJet Encore colors.
“We are very proud to bring a CS300 in
a customer’s livery for the first time at
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an airshow. The C Series truly is a game
changing aircraft and we are excited to
be able to provide the opportunity for
more people to see it for themselves at
Paris,” said Fred Cromer, president, Bombardier Commercial Aircraft.
“This has been an exceptional year for
the C Series aircraft program. The airline
industry has been watching as the C
Series has consistently delivered on all
the things we said it would, and has

surpassed even our own expectations,”
said Cromer.
Swiss International Airlines (SWISS)
inaugurated CS100 aircraft revenue
service flying between Zurich and Paris/
Charles de Gaulle on July 15, 2016. By the
time of the Paris Air Show the overall C
Series aircraft fleet in service will have
conducted more than 8,000 flights carrying close to one million passengers.
WestJet Encore’s brand new Q400
showcased on static display will soon
be included to the airline’s fleet. This
Canadian airline has booked orders for
45 Q400 aircraft that are already offering supreme performance and better
operational flexibility.
Bombardier will also feature a virtual reality experience showcasing the
ground-breaking CRJ interior. Paris Air
Show attendees will be able to preview
the CRJ interior that delivers an improved passenger experience and more
value for airlines.
The airBaltic CS300 airliner and the
WestJet Encore Q400 turboprop will both
be located in the aircraft static display near
the Bombardier chalet located at #282.
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Rockwell Collins launches ARINC PaxLinkSM; a new
Passenger Service System

R

ockwell Collins, a leader in aviation
and high-integrity solutions
unveiled ARINC PaxLinkSM, an
intuitive Passenger Service System
(PSS) that offers airlines with a suite
of tools to manage their business. The
new system is available for carriers
internationally.
ARINC PaxLink can be implemented
quickly because there is no need for
further hardware or network installation. Airlines can select from a number
of modules to create a customised
solution to simplify passenger checkin, boarding and flight load planning,
including a reservations system, inventory management system, departure
control system and weight and bal-

ance. This modular design allows for
easy expansion and updates over time.
“ARINC PaxLink provides airlines
with an end-to-end solution, decreasing costs and improving operations,”
said Michael DiGeorge, vice president,
Commercial Aviation and Network Services at Rockwell Collins. “From aircraft
equipage to aviation communications
(air-to-ground and ground-to-ground)
to passenger ticketing, integrating
connectivity and applications helps
ensure reliability, consistency and
high-quality customer service for our
airline customers.”
ARINC PaxLink is a partnership between Rockwell Collins and Sqiva, a provider of IT transport system solutions.

KLM UK Engineering includes CASA Part 145 approval
to sustain Australian registered aircraft

K

LM UK Engineering, a leading
regional aircraft and narrow
body MRO, wholly owned by KLM
and member of the AFI KLM E&M
Network has extended its services
to include CASA Part 145 approval to
meet the growing demands from its
customer base. This newest offering
complements the existing portfolio
at KLM UK Engineering’s base
maintenance facility, where it can
maintain 5 lines of heavy maintenance,
offer onsite workshop support and
operates a technical training college
delivering Part 147.
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Peter van der Horst, managing Director,
KLM UK Engineering Ltd commented,
“We currently hold EASA Part 145, FAA
and many other worldwide approvals
and we are delighted to be adding CASA
Part 145 to our extensive portfolio. We
will continue to offer a competitive rate,
high quality product & short turnaround
times to this new market. We have a
wealth of experience delivering heavy
maintenance services and it will enable
us to broaden our customer base to new
regions. We look forward to welcoming
our first customer that will benefit from
this latest approval addition”.

Embraer’s E190 jet
receives SA CAA type
certification

T

he E190 has this week received type
certification from South Africa’s
Civil Aviation Authority. Airlink, the
largest privately owned regional airline
in southern Africa, lately took delivery
of their first E190. Airlink’s E190 will
make its debut in South Africa at the
Adrenaline Air Show, Wonderboom
National Airport in Pretoria which was
held on 10-11 June.
Already a significant Embraer customer, Airlink recently decided to add a
further 11 ERJ 140s to their fleet and will
soon operate 30 Embraer Regional Jets of
all three types – ERJ 135, ERJ 140 and the
ERJ 145.
“Our partnership with Airlink goes
from strength to strength. It’s great to
see this excellent airline modernizing
its fleet, and to be a part of their growth
story,” said Reinaldo Krugner, vice
president for Africa, Latin America &
Portugal, Embraer Commercial Aviation.
“This certification opens new opportunities for the aircraft, which has already
attained significant success in other
regions of the world. I’m confident that
very soon we will see even more E-Jets
flying through the picturesque skies of
South Africa.”
Rodger Foster, CEO of Airlink, said, “The
Embraer experience continues to be a
great one for Airlink and our customers. It’s exciting to see this beautiful jet
become a part of our growing fleet. We
can’t wait to see our customers’ reaction
to our newest addition.”
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Boeing praises U.S. Trade Representative for winning
WTO compliance Ruling

B

oeing thanked the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative (USTR) for
achieving another important win in
the long-running dispute between the
United States and the European Union
(EU) over aerospace subsidies.
“The EU and Airbus suffered yet
another resounding defeat in this
decade-long dispute. It is finally time for
them to comply with their global trade
obligations and eliminate and remedy
the $22 billion of launch aid and other
illegal subsidies that are harming U.S.
aerospace companies and American
workers,” said Boeing General Counsel J.
Michael Luttig.
The World Trade Organization (WTO)
confirmed that the United States has
complied with virtually all of the WTO’s
decision in the counter-case the EU filed
against the United States in 2006. The
EU and Airbus claimed in this case that
Boeing benefitted from tens of billions
of dollars of subsidies and focused their
arguments on research and development
agreements that Boeing won from the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the Department of Defense.
“The WTO again categorically rejected
Europe’s and Airbus’ claims. The WTO
originally dismissed 80 percent of the
allegations the EU first made, and stated

unequivocally that the United States has
complied with virtually all of the WTO’s
findings on the remaining amount,”
Luttig said.
In addition to holding that the U.S. had
complied with its earlier ruling concerning different U.S. government research
and development agreements with Boeing, the WTO also dismissed EU claims
against the investment incentives Boeing
received in South Carolina, other older
state and local tax incentives, the FAA
CLEEN programme, and seven of eight
tax incentives from Washington State.
“Today’s ruling on U.S. compliance
stands in sharp contrast to the WTO’s
finding last September that the EU had
done virtually nothing to comply with
the WTO’s decision against the illegal,
market-distorting launch aid subsidies
provided to Airbus for 40 years. On top
of that, the WTO also found that the EU
has continued to make even more illegal
subsidies to Airbus by providing launch
aid to yet another product, the A350,”
Luttig continued.
“The United States and Boeing are
committed to abiding by WTO rules and

proving it with action. It’s time now
that the EU and Airbus step up to their
WTO obligations – or face significant U.S.
sanctions in the year ahead,” he said.
Under WTO rules, tariffs for noncompliance are levied based upon the
harm the subsidies are causing annually,
which USTR in this case estimates is in
the $7-10 billion range.
“Airbus and its government sponsors
have come to the end of the road. The
WTO has now said the EU has provided
Airbus $22 billion in illegal subsidies
and they have refused to eliminate or
remedy those illegal subsidies, as they
are required to do. The WTO has also
now said that the US is virtually in full
compliance with its obligations and the
WTO’s rulings. It is past time for the EU
and Airbus to comply with the WTO’s
rulings,” Luttig said.
Luttig also stressed the huge difference
in the WTO subsidy findings against
the United States versus Europe. The
sole remaining investment incentives
found to be inconsistent with the WTO
rules—a reduction in Washington state’s
business and occupancy tax rate for
aerospace—amount to a cut in the tax
to be paid of around $100 million a year.
In contrast, the WTO has found repeatedly that Airbus has benefitted from $22
billion in illegal EU subsidies.

SR Technics and easyJet sign three-year CFM56-5B thrust
reversers agreement

S

R Technics, a world leading MRO
service provider signed an exclusive
contract to offer inspection and repair
services for easyJet’s thrust reversers
used in their Airbus fleet. The work for
the new three-year contract will be
done at the SR Technics facility at Zurich
Airport, Switzerland.
Gary Smith, easyJet’s Head of Engineering commented, “The ability of
SR Technics to meet easyJet’s growing
fleet maintenance requirements has
already been proven with their support
of our line and base maintenance. The
overhaul of our A320CEO family thrust
reversers represents another significant
step forward in our relationship with
SR Technics. As easyJet grows, we are
pleased to share the strength of our
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business with maintenance providers
capable of meeting the highest quality
and safety standards, and cost focus of
easyJet.”
SR Technics chief operating officer
Jean-Marc Lenz said, “We are very

pleased to expand our cooperation with
easyJet, building on our successful line
and base maintenance agreements in
the UK, Malta and Switzerland. easyJet is a highly valued customer of SR
Technics, and we look forward to working closely together to strengthen our
partnership.”
SR Technics has extensive experience
supporting CFM56-5B thrust reversers
and in-house repair capabilities to offer
easyJet with the best value. Last year SR
Technics signed a five-year extension on
an existing maintenance cooperation
contract with easyJet in Malta, and the
British airliner also extended numerous
line maintenance agreements with SR
Technics for a range of stations in the
UK and Switzerland.
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Executive Focus
Eric Trappier, chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation, named new
chairman of GIFAS

T

he Executive
Committee of the
French Aerospace
Industries Association (GIFAS) has
elected Eric Trappier,
Chairman & CEO of
Dassault Aviation,
the incumbent First Deputy Chairman of
GIFAS, as the new Chairman of GIFAS.
Eric Trappier replaces Marwan Lahoud, who
has served as GIFAS Chairman since 2013.
“It is a matter of great pride to represent the French aeronautics and space

sector. It has a wealth of know-how and
technological skills that place it in the
world’s top ranks alongside the United
States, based on the strength of its 187
000 employees, prime contractors, major
equipment manufacturers and dynamic
network of SMEs. Our industry sector
contributes to equipping armed forces
with a very broad spectrum of equipment and is also one of the top contributors to our country’s balance of trade
through its civil and military exports.
Through its innovation efforts, it is rising
to environmental challenges and adapt-

ing to keener competition in an increasingly complex economic and geopolitical
context. The 2017 Paris Air Show will
provide the opportunity to present these
issues to the new French President and
his government”, declared Eric Trappier.
Eric Trappier has been the Chairman
and CEO of Dassault Aviation since 2013
and Chairman of the AeroSpace and Defence Industries Association of Europe
(ASD) since May 2017.
The ASD, based in Brussels, represents
Europe’s aeronautics, space, defence and
security industries.

Delta Cargo appoints Eric Wilson as new global sales director

D

elta Air
Lines Cargo
has appointed
industry veteran
Eric Wilson as
managing
director, Cargo
Global Sales. Rob
LeBel previously
served this position. Eric will lead Delta
Cargo’s worldwide sales team and sales
partners.

“Eric brings a strong international background to the position, as well as being
renowned throughout the air cargo
industry for his customer focus and deep
knowledge of the business” said Gareth
Joyce, Delta president, cargo and senior
vice president, airport customer service.
“His extensive cargo and global experience will really serve us well as we
continue to implement differentiated
products and services across our entire
network.”

Wilson joined Delta Cargo in 2008
as general manager, strategic partner
programmes and national accounts,
bringing over 18 years of cargo experience to his role. In 2014 he relocated to
Tokyo to assume the position of director,
APAC cargo sales.
With Kristin Colvile leading Cargo’s
Commercial teams and Julian Soell leading Cargo Operations, Eric Wilson will
complete the strong leadership team,
under Gareth Joyce.

ATR launches an integrated Leasing, Asset Management and
Freighter unit

A

TR, a Franco-Italian aircraft manufacturer headquartered at Toulouse
Blagnac International Airport in Blagnac,
France has created a new Leasing, Asset
Management & Freighter department
which manages sales to the leasing
community and facilitating the placement of new or used ATR aircraft by
lessors. It also offers a complete range of
asset management services, including
the support for freighter conversions.
Moreover, it will deliver associated
services solutions to third party leasing
companies, brokers, integrators, financiers and investors.
The department will function as the “onestop-sho^=p” within ATR for the defini-
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tion, development and proposals of ATR’s
leasing, asset and freighter. Leasing, Asset
Management & Freighter will work to
support the placement by lessors and airlines of their new and used aircraft in the
market. It will also offer further assistance
to leasing companies for the successful conclusion of Lease transactions and
Sale-Lease-Back transactions and smooth
transitioning of their ATR Aircraft.
Christian Scherer, chief executive officer,
ATR said, “As market leaders, we feel we
can do a better job working with the
important leasing players in the market
towards solutions that benefit all stakeholders, including first and foremost our
customers. Lessors constitute valuable

partners that require specific and dedicated interaction with ATR. Karine and her
reinforced group bring together expertise
of financial markets, leasing markets as
well as used and derivative aircraft trading competences. We expect this team’s
efforts to result in even stronger asset
value performance of our products, which
already stand out as the best performing
investments in their categories.”
Karine Guenan, ATR’s Vice President
of Customer & Structured Finance, has
been selected to lead this activity. Karine
joined ATR in 2002, and besides her new
role she will continue in her role as Vice
President of Customer & Structured
Finance, which she has held since 2013.
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Goh Choon Phong selected as new IATA chairman

T

he International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
has selected Goh
Choon Phong,
CEO of Singapore
Airlines, as Chairman of the IATA Board of Governors
(BoG) for a one-year term, effective from
the conclusion of the 73rd IATA Annual
General Meeting (AGM) in Cancun,
Mexico. Goh is the 76th Chair of the IATA
BoG, and the third CEO of Singapore
Airlines to hold this position.
Goh succeeds Willie Walsh, CEO of
International Airlines Group. Walsh will
continue to serve on the BoG and the
Chair Committee.
“It is an honor to serve as IATA’s Chairman for the coming year. While the
industry’s global profitability may be
strengthening, there is more work to be
done as it is not evenly spread. Security

is at the top of the agenda. We must
improve our partnership with governments to meet the many emerging
threats. Additionally, I will be paying
special attention to progressing preparations for the Carbon Offsetting and
Reduction Scheme for International
Aviation (CORSIA), driving the modernization of cargo processes, and increasing transaction volumes with the New
Distribution Capability. We have a busy
year ahead. I look forward to working
with Alexandre and his team to represent, lead and serve the airline industry,”
said Goh.
Goh joined Singapore Airlines in 1990
and held senior management roles
before being appointed CEO in 2011. He
was President of the 68th IATA AGM
which was held in Singapore in 2011 and
has served on the IATA BoG since then.
“I want to express my sincere appreciation to Willie Walsh for his strong
support and leadership as Chairman

Delta appoints Corneel Koster as new
senior vice president for Europe, Middle
East, Africa and India

D

elta Air Lines, a major American airline, with its headquarters
and largest hub at Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport in Atlanta, Georgia has appointed Corneel Koster as senior vice
president — Europe, Middle East, Africa and India. He takes over from
Nat Pieper who has become Senior Vice President — Global Alliances.
Koster will further expand on Delta’s successes in the EMEAI region
in collaboration with long-term partner airlines including Air France
KLM, Alitalia, Virgin Atlantic Airways and Jet Airways. He will report
to Delta’s president — International & Executive Vice President —
Global Sales, Steve Sear.
“Corneel brings a wealth of industry experience to Delta and his
knowledge of airline partnerships combined with his
commercial and operational acumen will build a
stronger, more competitive future for Delta in the
region,” said Steve Sear.
Prior to Delta, Koster was chief operating officer at
Aeroméxico, since 2013. He has also served as Virgin
Atlantic’s director of operations, safety and security
and held senior commercial roles at Air France
KLM, KLM and KLM Cargo.
Koster holds an MSc in Business Administration from Groningen University in the
Netherlands.
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of the IATA Board of Governors. Willie’s
insights were especially helpful as I
settled into the job of Director General.
And it was great to see the historic
CORSIA agreement being achieved during his tenure as Chairman. Willie has
been a long-time advocate for a marketbased measure to help meet our climate
change commitments,” said Alexandre
de Juniac, IATA’s director general and
CEO.
“I look forward to working closely
with Choon Phong during his term as
Chairman. Singapore is a rare example
of a country where all the dots in aviation have been connected to create a
powerful aviation success story. Strong
partnerships are also needed at the
global level to deliver aviation’s economic and social benefits. Choon Phong’s
experience and insight in this area will
be invaluable as we address the many
issues that confront the industry,” said
de Juniac.

SR Technics selects Sven
Graber as Chief Human
Resources Officer

SR Technics, a global MRO service provider, appointed Sven Graber as chief human resources officer
(CHRO) reporting directly to the CEO.
Sven Graber is an experienced HR professional
and he has held the interim position of CHRO since
October 2016, leading the SR Technics global HR department. Sven joined SR Technics in 2016 as Head of
Global Rewards and formerly he worked for Novelis,
where he served as Regional Manager for Rewards
& HRIS Europe for three years. Previously, Sven has
worked for companies such as Sonova and Jet Aviation in Switzerland. Sven completed master’s degree
in Organizational Psychology from University of St.
Gallen, Switzerland.
Jeremy Remacha, SR Technics
CEO, said, “The position of CHRO
is very important to our company, and Sven takes the lead to
further develop our global HR
department as we continue to
grow our business. I would like
wish Sven all the best in his
new role.”
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Boeing selects Jenette Ramos to Supply Chain &
Operations Leadership role

B

oeing appointed Jenette Ramos,
a 29-year Boeing veteran with
leadership roles in fabrication,
supplier management, and environment, health and safety, as senior
vice president, Supply Chain &
Operations, effective immediately.
Ramos replaces Pat Shanahan, who
has been nominated to serve as U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Defense.
Ramos, most recently vice president
and general manager of Fabrication
at Boeing Commercial Airplanes,
now will supervise the company’s
Manufacturing Operations and
Supplier Management functions,
including execution of highly developed manufacturing technologies
and global supply chain strategies.
She also leads Boeing’s Environment,
Health & Safety organization. She
joins the Boeing Executive Council
and reports to Boeing Chairman,
President and CEO Dennis Muilenburg.
“Jenette brings to this role a tremendous set of leadership skills and
aerospace experience that spans
nearly three decades, including deep
knowledge of the entire Boeing
production system and great passion
for our people, products and customers,” Muilenburg said. “Jenette’s
most recent work to transform our
commercial airplanes fabrication
operations will serve her well in this
new assignment, which is critical to
our long-term success and growth
and productivity goals.”
As leader of Fabrication at
BCA since 2014, Ramos
led an international
operation of more than
17,000 employees that
serves as the biggest manufacturing
partner to all Commercial Airplanes
programmes. She
integrated businesses at 11 sites that
design and manu-
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facture composite, metal, electrical
and interior aerospace parts, tools
and assemblies. She also served on
the Executive Steering Team of the
Boeing employee workplace safety
initiative.
Prior to leading Fabrication, Ramos
was vice president, Operations Supply Chain Rate Capability at Commercial Airplanes. From 2005 to
2009, she served as general manager
of the Boeing Portland site.
Previous assignments include
director of Safety, Health and
Environmental Affairs, where she
was responsible for governance and
processes at various Boeing facilities
in the United States and Canada.
Ramos began her career in 1988 at
the Boeing Renton plant as an environmental engineer in the Facilities
organisation.
She is a graduate of the Harvard
Business School Advanced Management Programme, and she earned
a master’s degree in business from
Seattle Pacific University and a bachelor’s of science degree from Washington State University.
Shanahan, a 30-year veteran of the
company, held executive leadership
programmes across the enterprise.
Earlier he served as vice president/
general manager of Airplane Programmes at Commercial Airplanes,
where he administered management of the 737, 747, 767, 777 and 787
production programmes. He also led
the missile defence and rotorcraft
organisations within Boeing Defense,
Space & Security.
“Pat’s influence has touched just
about everything we do at Boeing –
across all of our commercial, defense
and space programs, as well as how
we design, engineer and produce
them,” Muilenburg said. “We will
miss his leadership, creativity and
problem-solving, but we are thrilled
by the opportunity he has in front of
him, and we appreciate his stepping
up in service of our country.”

Andres Conesa selected as
AGM President

T

he International Air Transport Association (IATA) opened its 73rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) and World Air Transport
Summit in Cancun, Mexico. The meeting is
being hosted by Aeroméxico.
“It is fitting that we are holding the 73rd
AGM and World Air Transport Summit in a
city that welcomes around five million visitors every year. Cancun is a brilliant example
of the transformative powers of air transport.
Aviation fuels its robust, vibrant and growing tourism economy. And that’s part of a
compelling story of aviation’s benefits. About
63 million jobs and $2.7 trillion in economic
activity depend on aviation. Our discussions
in Cancun will be about making aviation an
even more successful industry and facilitator of global prosperity,” said Alexandre de
Juniac, IATA’s Director General and CEO.
The first order of business was electing
Aeroméxico CEO Andres Conesa as President
of the AGM.
“As this year’s host, Aeroméxico is proud to
welcome airline representatives to one of the
world’s favorite destinations. Mexico has had
a historic year in terms of tourism, and air
connectivity has played a vital role towards
reaching that end. Now more than ever, those
who participate in this industry must work
together to make decisions that allow for
continued sustainable development. Personally, it is a great honor to be named President
of the AGM,” said Conesa.
His election was followed by remarks to the
AGM by. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu, President of
the Council of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO).
The AGM agenda include finding different means to fly safe without the trouble of
the present laptop ban, combatting human
trafficking, executing the Carbon Offset and
Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation (CORSIA) and
modernizing air cargo
processes. Other sessions will focus on the
future of globalization, unruly innovation, trade facilitation,
aviation security and
the environment.
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Satair Group appoints Christian Agger as new
Head of Digital Transformation

S

atair

Group,
a world
leader
in the
commercial
aerospace aftermarket has selected
Christian Agger as the company’s
new Head of Digital and Business Transformation. Christian
has joined Satair on June 1st 2017.
Bart Reijnen, CEO of Satair
Group commented, “We are
happy to welcome Christian
Agger onboard to lead our
digital transformation. I am
actively sponsoring our digital
transformation program and
I believe that by becoming an
early adopter we can realize
some very significant opportunities.”
Bart continues, “A team is now
analyzing all the data we have to
determine how to generate value
to our customers. We will continue to grow our strength in the

digital domain under the lead of
Christian Agger, who we are very
happy to welcome aboard.”
Prior to joining Satair, Christian
Agger was head of e-commerce
and marketing (CMO) at SaintGobain Distribution Denmark
(SGDD).
In 2015, Christian was appointed
Digital Strategy Lead in SaintGobain Distribution Nordic
where he was responsible for
the digital strategy and best
practices across the region covering Denmark, Finland, Norway,
Sweden, Baltics, Poland and
Switzerland. At this present day,
e-commerce accounts for a third
of the company’s turnover. In
2014, the company won the gold
medal at the Danish e-commerce
awards and was awarded best
provider within omnichannel.
Just before Christian left SGDD,
they received two e-commerce
awards: one for best e-commerce
business case and one for best
B2B company with online
revenues of >100 million dkk- or
around US$ M14,3.

Wesco Aircraft announces
retirement of Chief Financial
Officer Richard J. Weller

W

esco Aircraft Holdings, Inc., the world’s leading distributor and provider of comprehensive
supply chain management services to the global
aerospace industry, announced that Richard J. Weller,
executive vice president and chief financial officer, has
informed the company of his intention to retire.
Weller is expected to continue to serve the company
until a successor is found. Wesco Aircraft has retained
a leading executive search firm to assist with the appointment of a new chief financial officer.
Todd Renehan, chief executive officer, said, “On
behalf of the board, I would like to thank Rick for his
service to Wesco. He instilled greater discipline in our
financial processes, helped complete the integration of
Haas Group International and led financing activities that included the October 2016 refinancing of the
company’s senior secured term loan A and revolving
credit facilities. We wish Rick well as he transitions
into retirement.”
Weller has served as executive vice
president and chief financial officer
since joining Wesco Aircraft in May
2015. Weller was vice president and
corporate controller at Ingersoll-Rand
plc prior joining Wesco Aircraft. He has
also served leadership roles at Textron Inc., Litton Data Systems/
Northrop Grumman Corporation and Aviall, Inc.

International Even ts
EVENT

DATE

venue

International Paris Airshow

19-25 June 2017

Le Bourget, Paris

The Airport Modernization India
Summit 2017

6th - 7th July 2017

Bangalore, India

The Airport Modernization Turkey
Summit 2017

13th - 14th July 2017

Istanbul, Turkey

Aviation Expo China 2017

19-22, Sept 2017

NBAA Business Aviation Convention &
Exhibition (NBAA-BACE)

10-12, October 2017

MRO Asia-Pacific

31 October 2, November 2017

Dubai Air Show

12 -16, November 2017
23-24, January 2018
6-11, February 2018

Shanghai, China
Las Vegas Convention Center Henderson
Executive Airport Las Vegas, NV
Singapore Expo Convention and Exhibition
Centre, Singapore
DWC, Dubai Airshow Site
Dubai World Trade Centre Dubai, UAE
Changi Exhibition Centre

MRO Middle East
Singapore Air Show
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