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The Foundation Stone for the Dassault 
Reliance Aerospace manufacturing 

facility was laid in Mihan, Nagpur by Eric 
Trappier, chairman of Dassault Aviation and 
Anil D Ambani, chairman of the Reliance 
Group laid in the presence of Florence Par-
ly, minister of Armed Forces of the French 
Republic; Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways of India, who 
is also the Member of Parliament of the city 
of Nagpur; and Devendra Fadnavis, chief 
minister of the State of Maharashtra; and 
Alexandre Ziegler, Ambassador of France to 
India. Also present were over 200 dignitar-
ies from the State and City administration 
and local industry.

The Dassault-Reliance manufacturing 
facility Dhirubhai Ambani Technology Park 
is located in the Mihan SEZ adjoining Nag-
pur International Airport. Under this Joint 
Venture (51 percent Reliance Infrastructure 
and 49 percent Dassault Aviation) the facil-
ity will manufacture several components 
of the offset obligation connected to the 
purchase of 36 Rafale Fighters from France, 
signed between the two Governments in 
September 2016.

The Joint Venture also represents a 
unequalled Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

by Dassault Aviation of over 100 Million 
Euros, the largest such Defence FDI in one 
location in India.

DRAL will manufacture components for 
the Legacy Falcon 2000 Series of Civil Jets 
manufactured by Dassault Aviation and 
therefore will become part of its Global 
Supply Chain. These first steps are expected 
to achieve in the coming years the possible 
setting up of final assembly of Rafale and 
Falcon Aircraft.

The DRAL facility will train thousands of 
skilled workers in aviation assembly and 
integration, and lead to huge employment 
generation in Nagpur and its surround-
ing areas. It will also attract and house an 
organic ecosystem of over 200 MSME’s to 
secure the component and avionics manu-
facturing needs of Rafale and Falcon Jets.

Anil D Ambani, Reliance Group, stated, 
“The Reliance Dassault partnership will 
bring high levels of Technology Transfer. It 
will make India a major supplier into the 
global aviation supply chain. It will be the 
endeavor of both Dassault and Reliance to 
fully support Prime Minister Modi’s ‘Make in 
India’ and ‘Skill India’ policies and to acceler-
ate India’s pursuit of self sufficiency in the 
aerospace sector.”

SpiceJet, a low-cost airline head-
quartered in Gurugram, India has 

partnered with STG Aerospace for a 
cabin lighting retrofit programme 
in which the airline will upgrade its 
fleet of 737-700 / -800 / -900 with LED 
aftermarket ambient lighting solution, 
liTeMood.

This is the first major retrofit win 
for STG Aerospace in the Asia Pa-
cific region and the largest lighting 
retrofit contract that the company has 
received.

“It has always been our endeavour to 
provide the best in-flight experience 
to our passengers. We are extremely 
happy with STG Aerospace’s ability to 
meet our tight timescales” said Arun 
Kashyap, Executive Vice President (En-
gineering), SpiceJet. “We are looking 
forward to enhancing the passenger 
flying experience on our aircraft and 
harmonise the look and feel of our 
cabin interiors of our existing fleet to 
achieve impactful brand differentiation 
and fleet commonality”.

Marcus Williams, Global Sales & 
Marketing Director, added, “We’re de-
lighted to be helping SpiceJet in their 
mission to become India’s preferred 
low-cost airline. This contract high-
lights the growing demand for STG 
Aerospace’s cabin lighting products 
from Indian carriers. Undoubtedly, 
SpiceJet’s decision to install our liTe-
Mood LED lighting system will help us 
to take full advantage of the rapidly 
growing retrofit market in India.”

liTeMood has become the undoubted 
cabin mood lighting system of choice 
for operators of narrow-body Boeing 
fleets and is already delivering major 
cabin transformations for numerous 
airlines in Europe, USA, Latin America 
and most recently Asia.
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Lufthansa Technik Sofia further expands in Bulgaria

Israel Aerospace Industries received STC approval from FAA for conversion of 737-700BDSF to freighter

Lufthansa Technik, a provider of main-
tenance, repair and overhaul services 

for aircraft, engines and components is 
expanding its capacity with a new hangar, 
office and multifunctional building at Sofia 
Airport becomingthe largest base mainte-
nance facility in Eastern Europe. Bulgarian 
subsidiary Lufthansa Technik Sofia will be 
also the largest base maintenance site of 
Lufthansa Technik in Europe.

The total investment in the project 
amounts to around 35 million EUR invested 
together with the joint venture partner 
Bulgarian Airways Group. The funds were 
used for the construction of the new 
6-level multifunctional building, combin-
ing hangar, offices and workshop areas. 
The new expansion will lead to increase in 
production lines and further expansion of 

the central service departments which are 
serving from Sofia the worldwide Lufthansa 
Technik network of base maintenance 
facilities.

“Lufthansa Technik Sofia results dur-
ing the last nine years proved that the 
company has significantly contributed to 
the development of the Bulgarian aviation 
industry and we succeeded to establish a 
fully efficient portfolio of services for the 
maintenance of aircraft, becoming a leader 
on the European maintenance, repair and 
overhaul market. We can be proud of what 
our specialists in Bulgaria have achieved 
and we see a lot of potential in the future 
to continue our growth while providing 
high quality services and solutions to our 
customers,” said Daniel Hoffmann, CEO of 
Lufthansa Technik Sofia.

ISrael Aerospace Industries (IAI), a leader in developing military and commercial aero-
space technology received a new Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) for cargo con-

version for the 737-700BDSF from the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration). IAI lately 
completed its first ever conversion of a prototype aircraft from passenger to full-freighter 
configuration at its facility, including the installation of a wide cargo door. The aircraft was 
delivered to Alaska Airline as the first of 3-aircraft order. The entire work was carried out at 
IAI’s Bedek Aviation Group facilities in Israel.

IAI designed the B737-700BDSF Conversion with a 84” X 134” cargo door on the left side 
and an additional modification of the main deck to the Class “E” cargo compartment. The 
converted B737-700BDSF can carry a total of 10 ULD’s - 8 Full 88”X 125” AAA plus 1 80”X43” 
AYK plus 1 88”X79” AYF, providing a total useful volume of 3673 cu. ft. enabling the plane 
to carry up to 45,000 lbs.

Yossi Melamed, Corporate Executive vice president and general manager of Bedek Avia-
tion Group commented, “IAI is proud to add the conversion of 737-700BDSF to the success-
ful portfolio of its developed STCs for cargo conversions of passenger aircrafts. IAI’s Bedek 

“Bulgarian Airways Group as a partner 
of Lufthansa Technik has supported and 
participated in realization of the dream 
named Lufthansa Technik at Sofia airport 
from the very beginning. As a result of our 
last nine years successful cooperation, every 
passenger upon landing at the airport is 
impressed by the new built four multifunc-
tional hangars for heavy maintenance of 
narrow-body aircraft. The entire investment 
we made since 2007 till today is for more 
than 100 million euro in assets, tools and 
equipment, and trained personnel in our 
joint venture. The project has been realized 
on 64,000 square meters land and we are 
proud to be the ones who made this huge 
step towards developing Bulgarian aviation 
industry,” said Plamen Atanasov, CEO of 
Bulgarian Airways Group EAD.

The modern facility of Lufthansa Technik 
Sofia will be able to accommodate and ser-
vice eight narrowbody A/C for base main-
tenance at the same time and one aircraft 
in a nose-in position for services such as 
cabin modifications. The service spectrum 
reaches from line maintenance to IL-/D-
Checks and includes a full range of ad-
ditional services such as aircraft painting, 
special interior works and AOG support. 
Two of the bays have full paint capability. 
The company is residing in a 64,000 square 
meter area at Sofia airport thus being able 
to carry out all base maintenance related 
work in-house or in close cooperation with 
other facilities in the Lufthansa Technik 
Group. State of-the-art technology enables 
the company to meet highest environmen-
tal standards.

Aviation Group has been a key player for 
over 40 years in the design, development, 
testing, certification and implementation 
of modifications and conversions of an 
endless number of platforms.”
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SriLankan Airlines extends component support 
contract with Lufthansa Technik for A320 fleet

Rockwell Collins receives KC-10 avionics systems 
maintenance and sustainment contract from US Air Force

Rockwell Collins receives KC-10 avionics systems 
maintenance and sustainment contract from US Air Force

SriLankan Airlines has extended its 
existing component support contract 

with Lufthansa Technik AG for the grow-
ing Airbus A320 fleet. The expanded Total 
Component Support (TCS) agreement 
comprises all aircraft of SriLankan Airlines’ 

growing A320 fleet, including its new Total 
Component Support (TCS) aircraft.

Lufthansa Technik will take care of all 
aspects relating to daily component supply 
for SriLankan Airlines. The components will 
be repaired and overhauled at Lufthansa 

Rockwell Collins, an American 
multinational company head-

quartered in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
received a contract from the US Air 
Force Lifecycle Management Center 
(AFLCMC) at Wright Patterson Air 
Force base. The contract includes 
maintenance and sustainment of KC-
10 avionics systems and engineering 
services over the next nine years.

Having recently completed the full 
Communications, Navigation, Surveil-
lance and Air Traffic Management 
Systems (CNS/ATM) upgrade for 
the 59 aircraft KC-10 fleet, Rockwell 
Collins will now also be providing 
ongoing engineering support for 
the KC-10 Flight2 integrated avionics 
system.

“This agreement establishes an 
efficient path for the Air Force to 
keep KC-10 avionics updated as 
defense requirements and opera-
tions continue to change,” said Dave 
Schreck, vice president and general 
manager of Airborne Solutions for 
Rockwell Collins. “As a key provider 
for avionics support on the KC-10, 
we’ll be able to help reduce costs as-
sociated with keeping these aircraft 
operational and mission capable.”

As a leader in CNS/ATM upgrades 
for mobility aircraft, Rockwell 
Collins has completed over 800 
avionics flight deck modifications 
to meet the mandate. This expertise 
spans the globe and includes over 
190 upgrades on C-130 aircraft.

GECAS, a world leader in aviation leasing and financ-
ing received its MSN 7803 from Tianjin, China. 

Leased to AirAsia, this aircraft is the first A320neo from 
the Tianjin Airbus factory for both AirAsia and GECAS. 
AirAsia at present has a fleet of 184 delivered aircraft 
from Airbus, and seven on lease from GECAS.

The Airbus Final Assembly Line (FAL) in Tianjin is the 
first to operate outside of Europe and is designed based 
on the A320 Family FAL in Hamburg, Germany.

“We are very proud to receive the first Airbus A320neo 
fully assembled in Tianjin. China is at present one of 
the world’s most important markets for aviation, and 
we are honoured to be part of the development and 
rapid growth of China’s civil aviation. We are certainly 
proud to take delivery of this aircraft fully assembled in 
Tianjin and have this historic aircraft as part of our fleet,” 
explained Aireen Omar, AirAsia Berhad’s CEO.

“GECAS is proud to deliver this state-of-the-art A320n-
eo to AirAsia, a long-standing customer of GECAS,” said 
Krish Parampathy, GECAS’ SVP Marketing, adding “With 
CFMI LEAP – 1A26 engines, the neo combines excellent 
efficiencies with increased range and capacity, making 
it an ideal fit for AirAsia.”

“Our Tianjin factory is proud to transition its first 
A320neo to GECAS and AirAsia, marking Airbus Tianjin’s 
first delivery to a non-Chinese operator” states Eric 
Chen, Airbus China President, “Not only does the 
A320neo fit seamlessly into existing A320 Family fleets, 
this aircraft offers additional payload and range, with 
reduced noise, emissions and operating costs.”

Technik’s worldwide network of repair 
facilities.

Pooling will be provided through Hong 
Kong and Singapore, where Lufthansa 
Technik operates two warehouses for the 
Asia Pacific region.

Currently, SriLankan Airlines’ A320 fleet 
consists of nine A320 and six A320neo 
aircraft.

Dinnaga Padmaperuma, CTO of SriL-
ankan Airlines, said, “We are glad to extend 
our components contract with Lufthansa 
Technik and we hope that this collabora-
tion will further enhance Lufthansa Tech-
nik’s commitment on regional support of 
our A320 fleet.”

Gerald Steinhoff, senior vice president 
Corporate Sales Asia Pacific at Lufthansa 
Technik, said, “I would like to express my 
deepest appreciation to SriLankan Airlines 
for the continued trust in our component 
services. We are fully committed to contrib-
uting to the company’s successful A320 
fleet growth.”
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Monarch Aircraft Engineering Limited 
(MAEL), a leading Maintenance Repair 

& Overhaul (MRO) has signed a line main-
tenance agreement with China Airlines, 
the flag carrier and largest airline of the 
Republic of China.

The flag carrier is a new customer for 
MAEL who will perform line maintenance 
work when China Airlines begin their 
London Gatwick service in December 2017. 
With four flights a week in the winter fol-
lowed by five flights or more next summer, 
the line maintenance work will be carried 
out on the airlines Airbus A350 aircraft.

Neil Kirby, sales manager at Monarch 
Aircraft Engineering, said, “China Airlines is 
our second A350 customer and continues to 
show our commitment to new technology 
aircraft. We are delighted to have secured 
Taiwan’s largest airline as a new customer for 
our London Gatwick line. We look forward to 

commencing work at the end of the year.”
Annie Huang, GM of UK & Ireland at China 

Airlines added, “I am very happy to have 
signed a contract with Monarch Aircraft 
Engineering to supportour upcoming Air-

Bombardier Business Aircraft’s Service 
Centre at London Biggin Hill Airport 

completed its first nose-to-tail service 
package since the facility’s inauguration 
in May 2017. The extensive maintenance 
package was completed on a Global 6000 
aircraft and included the industry’s first 
Ka-band high-speed internet with Rockwell 
Collins Airborne Data Router (ADR) retrofit. 
This was also the first Ka-band installation 
completed by the service centre.

“This milestone is a testament to the skill 
and expertise of Bombardier’s London 
Biggin Hill team, and to our worldwide 
service centre network that supported the 
maintenance,” said Jean-Christophe Galla-
gher, vice president and general manager, 
Customer Experience, Bombardier Business 
Aircraft. “This first-of-its-kind installation 
demonstrates our engineering expertise 
in complex integrations, coupling Ka-band 
with an ADR retrofit. We are thrilled to 
deliver this level of service to our custom-
ers so soon after opening our hangar doors 
in London.”

Since its inauguration in May, the facility 
has supported more than 40 maintenance 
events, including a 96-month inspection 
on a Challenger 605 aircraft, during which 

technicians also installed a Pro Line 21™ 
Advanced integrated avionics system to 
maximize the aircraft’s downtime.

In March 2017, Biggin Hill Service Centre 
received certification from the Civil Avia-
tion Authority of the United Kingdom for 
maintenance of Learjet 70, Learjet 75, Chal-
lenger 300, Challenger 350, Challenger 600 
series, Global 5000 and Global 6000 aircraft. 
The facility then received FAA certification 
in August 2017 and UAE GCAA CAR 145 
certification in October 2017.

With an installed base of more than 
600 Bombardier business jets in Europe, 
Bombardier’s new service centre in Biggin 
Hill is well positioned to offer outstanding 
heavy maintenance and support services 
to Bombardier customers and operators 
in the region. Biggin Hill Service Centre 
is fully equipped to carry out scheduled 
and unscheduled maintenance, as well as 
modifications and avionics installations for 
Bombardier Learjet, Challenger and Global 
aircraft.

KLM UK Engineering, a leading re-
gional aircraft and narrow body MRO, 

wholly owned by KLM and member of 
the AFI KLM E&M Network has extended 
its services to include Bahrain CAA ap-
proval to meet the growing demands 
from its customer base. This newest offer-
ing complements the existing portfolio at 
KLM UK Engineering’s base maintenance 
facility, where it can maintain 5 lines of 
heavy maintenance, provide onsite work-
shop support and operates a technical 
training college delivering Part 147.

Graham Casbourne, Sales Manager 
commented, “We currently hold EASA 
Part 145, FAA and many other worldwide 
approvals and we are delighted to be 
adding Bahrain CAA to our extensive 
portfolio. We will continue to offer a com-
petitive rate, high quality product & short 
turnaround times to this new market. 
We have a wealth of experience deliver-
ing heavy maintenance services and it 
will enable us to broaden our customer 
base to new regions. We look forward to 
welcoming our first customer that will 
benefit from this latest approval addition 
during October 2017”.

Monarch Aircraft Engineering Limited signs A350 line maintenance contract 
with China Airlines

Bombardier London Biggin Hill Airport completes 
maiden nose-to-tail service package

KLM UK Engineering receives 
Bahrain CAA approval

bus A350 operation into London Gatwick. 
Monarch Aircraft Engineering is a leading 
line maintenance provider in the UK we 
look forward to working with them for the 
foreseeable future.”
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ATR offers new Vibration Monitoring System 
for aircraft reliability and passenger comfort

Pratt & Whitney Canada signs Fleet Management Program 
Maintenance Agreement with IndiGo for its fleet of PW127M Engines

ATR, a Franco-Italian aircraft manufac-
turer, has certified its new Vibration 

Monitoring System (VMS) which will permit 
airlines to continuously monitor and fine 
tune propeller vibration. This innovation, 
which will be available on all new aircraft 
from March 2018, enhances both aircraft 
reliability and passenger comfort. It will 
also be available to retrofit on in service 
aircraft, via Service Bulletin.

The new VMS will be permanently 
installed on the aircraft and replaces the 
earlier temporary ground tooling systems 
used to monitor engine vibration. This 
equipment, which will be supplied by Meg-
gitt Sensing Systems, removes the need for 
airlines to organise regular ground testing 
or put maintenance personnel on revenue 
flights, therefore improving maintenance 
efficiency.

Pratt & Whitney Canada (P&WC) signed a 
Fleet Management Program (FMP) main-

tenance contract with IndiGo for PW127M 
engines that will power the airline’s new 
fleet of ATR72-600 aircraft serving regional 
routes in India. The contract which was 
signed in August will be in place for 10 years 
from the date of each engine’s entry into 
service and can be extended later.

“This FMP will provide IndiGo with 
hands-on support as the engines progres-
sively enter into service on the airline’s new 
ATR72-600 fleet,” says Frédéric Lefebvre, 
vice president, Regional Airlines, P&WC. 
“IndiGo also chose to equip each of its new 
aircraft with our FAST(Flight, Acquisition, 
Storage and Transmission) prognostics 
solution - including the newly certified pro-

peller vibration trend monitoring capabil-
ity. FAST is helping regional airlines around 
the world maximize aircraft availability, 
achieve compliance with their mainte-
nance requirements and optimize their 
maintenance scheduling.”

The FMP plan will offer bespoke sup-
port to meet the company’s technical and 
commercial needs. P&WC’s FMP plan is a 

VMS measures vibration at engine level in 
real time, through an acceleration sensor, 
or accelerometer, placed on each engine 
very close to the propeller. The vibration 
analysis performed throughout the flight 
within the Vibration Monitoring Control 
Unit will be stored for easy access after 
flight by Maintenance personnel through 
the MCDU (Multifunctional Control Display 
Unit). The resulting VMS report is then 
included in the Aircraft Condition Monitor-
ing System, with precise directives to airline 
maintenance crews on how to balance the 
propellers.

Reducing propeller vibration boosts the 
comfort for everyone on board by minimis-
ing vibration and engine noise in the cabin. 
It also improves the reliability of engine 
components and of the aircraft as a whole, 
and ultimately reducing Direct Mainte-
nance Costs.

Tom Anderson, senior vice-president 
Programs & Customer Services, ATR said, 
“This new VMS is yet another example of an 
innovation that ATR has developed which 
can effectively improve the efficiency of 
our customers’ maintenance operations. We 
are committed to continuously developing 
both our products and maintenance ser-
vices solutions that we are able to offer to 
customers, allowing them to minimise the 
time their aircraft spends on the ground 
and ensure they maximise the revenues 
that they generate.”

flexible, high-value engine management 
solution that helps lock in lower operat-
ing costs and simplifies fleet operations 
management. It also serves as a financial 
planning tool that supports efficient cash 
flow management while facilitating airlines 
to focus on their core business of passen-
ger and cargo transportation.

“IndiGo is a key operator for P&WC in In-
dia and the Asia Pacific market in general,” 
says Lefebvre. “This FMP agreement allows 
us to take a larger profile in India’s grow-
ing aviation industry. We are committed to 
making the debut of our PW127M engine 
with IndiGo’s fleet a seamless process, 
giving them the outstanding maintenance 
solutions for which our P&WC FMP team is 
known.”
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AJW Group, a world leading specialist 
in the supply, exchange, repair and 

lease of commercial aircraft spare parts 

has expanded its power-by-the-hour (PBH) 
contract with Canadian carrier Air Transat. 
AJW Group earlier signed a long-term PBH 

KLM UK Engineering, a leading regional aircraft and narrow body MRO, wholly owned 
by KLM and member of the AFI KLM E&M Network has extended its services to include 

Bahrain CAA approval to meet the growing demands from its customer base. This newest 
offering complements the existing portfolio at KLM UK Engineering’s base maintenance 
facility, where it can maintain 5 lines of heavy maintenance, provide onsite workshop sup-
port and operates a technical training college delivering Part 147.

Graham Casbourne, Sales Manager commented, “We currently hold EASA Part 145, FAA 
and many other worldwide approvals and we are delighted to be adding Bahrain CAA to 
our extensive portfolio. We will continue to offer a competitive rate, high quality product 
& short turnaround times to this new market. We have a wealth of experience delivering 
heavy maintenance services and it will enable us to broaden our customer base to new 
regions. We look forward to welcoming our first customer that will benefit from this latest 
approval addition during October 2017”.

AJW Group expands A330 contract with Air 
Transat

KLM UK Engineering receives Bahrain CAA approval Italian carrier Ernest 
Airlines takes off with 
Swiss-AS’ AMOS

contract with Air Transat in 2013 to offer 
support for the airline’s Airbus A330 air-
craft, and the expanded contract will now 
support their increased Airbus A330 fleet, 
which has grown by 33 percent since the 
start of the contract.

Christopher Whiteside, president and CEO 
of AJW Group, said, “We are proud of our 
work with Air Transat and are delighted 
to see the expansion of our contract with 
them. This reiterates the strength and 
deepening of our partnership and the 
value of our power-by-the-hour service. We 
look forward to continuing our growing 
relationship with Air Transat in the years 
ahead.”

Jean-Francois Lemay, President of Air 
Transat, said, “We are satisfied with the 
service provided by AJW Group over many 
years. The Group has the knowledge and 
experience to support our maintenance 
needs as we continue to grow our opera-
tions and serve our customers.”

ERnest Airlines, an Italian airline has 
selected Swiss-AS’ AMOS. AMOS 

is a comprehensive, fully-integrated 
MRO software solution being devel-
oped and distributed by Swiss Avia-
tion Software.

“It is a pleasure for us to accompany 
Ernest Airlines right from the begin-
ning of this adventure to establish a 
new airline and to support its growth 
in future,” states Ronald Schaeuffele, 
CEO of Swiss-AS.
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Aerolineas Argentinas, the flag carrier 
of Argentina and AFI KLM E&M has 

signed an exclusive agreement organising 
closed loop repairs for the APUs equipping 

the carrier’s entire fleet. The services will 
be performed by EPCOR, the AFI KLM E&M 
subsidiary specialising in APU support 
solutions.

Emirates is set to receive its 100th 
A380 aircraft this month. At present, 

Emirates flies the A380 to over 45 
destinations spanning Africa, Asia, 
Australasia, Europe, the Middle East, and 
the Americas.

Tim Clark, President Emirates Airline 
said, “The A380 has been, and continues 
to be hugely popular amongst our cus-
tomers, many of whom deliberately plan 
their travel so that they can fly on it. But 
we don’t rest on our laurels and continu-
ally invest to enhance our product so as to 
continue offering our customers the best 
possible inflight experience. 

“Our frequent flyers will have noticed 
countless improvements onboard over 
the years, ranging from minor updates 
such as the addition of in-seat USB and 
HDMI ports, to bigger cabin overhauls 
where for instance we relocated the cen-
tral overhead luggage bins to create more 
spacious cabin on the upper deck, and 
when we introduced bigger and better 
inflight entertainment systems, amongst 
many other initiatives.” 

Aerolineas Argentinas signs APUs support solutions 
agreement with AFI KLM E&M

Emirates to 
receive 100th 
A380 aircraft

The new generation of Airbus’ popular 
A330 jetliner family is ready for its 

first flight. The A330neo features broad 
technology transfers from the A350XWB, 
including innovative engines, wings, and 
systems as well as the signature Airspace 
cabin. These new features will offer 
considerably improved operating efficiency 
for airlines, and best-in-class comfort for 
passengers as well as perfect environmental 
characteristics.

Slated for take-off from Toulouse-Blagnac 
Airport in southwestern France – home to 
the A330 final assembly line – the initial 
aircraft is one of three jetliners earmarked 
for flight tests and certification of Airbus’ 
two A330neo variants: the A330-900, and 

the smaller A330-800.
The A330neo integrates many of the tech-

nological advances of the A350 XWB while 
building upon the popularity and maturity 
of Airbus’ A330 airliner family.

Important features of A330neo new 
generation technology include Rolls-Royce’s 
new Trent 7000 turbofan.

In keeping with the Airbus philosophy of 
commonality across its product lines, pilots 
will be able to fly the A330neo, A350 XWB 
and A330 with one single license. Passen-
gers too will enjoy a seamless experience 
across the entire Airbus aircraft family.

The A330-900 is planned to receive type 
certification and enter service with TAP Portu-
gal as the initial airline operator by mid-2018.

Airbus’ latest A330 version prepares for 
its maiden flight

This most recent contract extends the 
long-standing relationship developed 
Aerolineas Argentinas and AFI KLM E&M, 
which have cooperated in the MRO sphere 
for many years on all types of products, 
from engine and component maintenance 
to APU overhauls.

Hernan Flombaum, Aerolineas Argentinas 
Components and Engines Provisioning 
Manager, said, “Throughout our business 
relationship, AFI KLM E&M has always dem-
onstrated its ability to design and deliver 
high value-added MRO services. It was 
natural for us to maintain our trust with this 
reliable partner, especially as EPCOR has a 
global reputation for its expertise and the 
effectiveness of its APU support solutions.”

EPCOR managing director Dennis Wetjens 
added, “We are honored that Aerolineas Ar-
gentinas has once again put its trust in our 
Group. This is a further illustration of the 
quality of our services, and we will strive to 
show that we are worthy of that trust.”
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Boeing has entered into an agreement 
with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. 

(MHI) to strengthen partnership in ways 
that will boost both companies’ competi-
tiveness. The agreement includes efforts to 
reduce costs in MHI production of wings 
for the 787 Dreamliner and joint studies of 

advanced aerostructure technologies for 
future-generation commercial aircraft.

MHI manufactures 787 composite wings 
at its factory in Nagoya. The agree-
ment aims to enable sales by pursuing 
increased efficiency in MHI’s production 
system and its supply chain through lean 

Czech Airlines Technics (CSAT) has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with 

GA Telesis (GAT) to form an integrated sup-
ply chain partnership and provide custom-
ers a complex service for ATR turboprop air-
craft. The service will also cover the support 
of rotating aircraft parts including repairs, 
spare parts inventory and logistics.

“We are pleased that the co-operation 
with GA Telesis will help us strengthen our 
position of a service provider to custom-
ers operating ATR turboprop aircraft. The 
partnership will also help us to promote 
Czech Airlines Technics’ services globally,“ 
Zden?k Soukal, vice-chairman of CSAT 
Board of Directors said, adding, “We will 

continue to increase the capac-
ity of our department specialised 
in component repairs of rotating 
aircraft parts and to expand our 
aircraft repair and maintenance 
business.“

The new joint product will be 
provided based on a “Power by 
Hour” program, charging air carri-
ers a fee according to flight hours. 
Under the program, CSAT work-
ers will be in charge of carrying 

out repairs of rotating aircraft parts for 
GAT clients using either its own capacity 
or through external partners. The partner 
company will be in charge of the spare 
parts inventory, logistics and storage. 

“We are extremely proud to partner with 
a global MRO such as Czech Airlines Tech-
nics to expand our regional airframe sup-
port footprint,“Jason Reed, President of the 
Component Solutions Group at GA Telesis, 
said, adding, “CSAT was able to provide sig-
nificant value and complimentary support 
to our growing aftermarket iGEAR support 
services program. Our announcement con-
tinues to add to GA Telesis’s commitment 
to Intelligently Defining Aviation.”

Boeing and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries reach agreement on 
cost-cutting for 787 production

Georgian Airways sign 
component maintenance 
services agreement for its two 
E190 aircraft with Spairliners

Czech Airlines Technics signs MoU with GA Telesis 
to launch a joint service for ATR turboprop aircraft

Georgian Airways, the privately owned 
flag carrier of Georgia has signed a 

multi-year contract with Spairliners, a joint 
venture, between Air France Industries KLM 
Engineering & Maintenance and Lufthansa 
Technik based in Hamburg, Germany 
for complete component maintenance 
services of two Embraer E190 aircraft. 
The contract comprises pool access and 
component repair services for Georgian 
Airways.

Spairliners supports Georgian Airways 
with spare parts from its large-scaled com-
ponent pool in Munich and Paris. Hereby, 
smooth flight operations will be ensured in 
an efficient and timely manner. The agreed 
component repair services are performed 
by Spairliners’ parent companies.

“We are thankful for Georgian Airways’ 
confidence in us and we look forward to 
working closely with them. With our techni-
cal know-how and our competitive cost 
structures, we want to make a significant 
contribution to the success of Georgian 
Airways in the Eastern European aviation 
market”, Sven-Uve Hueschler, CEO at Spair-
liners, says.

production methods, automation and 
other activities.

“This agreement advances the strong 
relationship between Boeing and MHI 
through joint efforts to reduce cost and 
improve efficiency, with a focus on MHI’s 
production for the 787 Dreamliner,” said 
Boeing Commercial Airplanes President 
and CEO Kevin McAllister. “Collabora-
tion with suppliers is at the heart of our 
Partnering for Success efforts, positioning 
our companies to win in today’s competi-
tive marketplace and look ahead to future 
opportunities.”

“We are delighted to be enhancing the 
competitiveness of our commercial aircraft 
business with this agreement,” said Shu-
nichi Miyanaga, President and CEO of Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries. “We have built our 
partnership with Boeing over more than 
40 years, collaborating on various aircraft 
programs including the 737, 747, 767, 777, 
787 Dreamliner and state-of-the-art 777X 
and look forward to cooperating to explore 
future opportunities.”
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TrueNoord names Evran Tuzgol as new 
Finance Director

AJW Group names Prashant 
Mohan as new Regional VP Sales in 
Middle East

Crane Worldwide Logistics names Nancy Matthews as Vice President, Aerospace 
and Life Sciences

TrueNoord, a regional aircraft lessor 
headquartered in Amsterdam has 

appointment Evran Tuzgol as new 
Finance Director. Evran joined the team 
in September 2017, where he is respon-
sible for financial and risk management 
operations of the company, including 
the development of the financial and 
operational strategy, and monitoring of 
control systems designed to preserve 
company assets and ensure accurate 
reporting of financial results.

Evran, a certified cccountant received a 
Master in Accountancy and Control from 
University of Amsterdam and a Post 
Master Accountancy from Amsterdam 
Business School. Evran has spent over 
four years in the aircraft leasing and 
financing market, most recently based in 
Amsterdam with the Deucalion Aviation 
Funds. At Deucalion, the equity invest-
ment team at DVB Bank SE, Evran was 
responsible of the financial reporting 
and the back office. Prior to DVB Bank 
SE, Evran worked at PwC Amsterdam for 

Crane Worldwide Logistics, a full-service 
air, ocean, customs brokerage and 

logistics company has recently appointed 
Nancy Matthews as Vice President Aero-
space and Life Sciences.

‘With our vertical structure, we have the 
ability to focus on the individual require-
ments of our clients and provide bespoke 
solutions using our industry expertise. 
We have a number of verticals within the 
organization, including but not limited to 
Energy, Automotive, Aerospace, Retail, Gov-
ernment, Life Sciences and Global Special-
ized services.’ Matthews noted. 

‘We do see many synergies between 
the two verticals.’ continues Matthews. 
‘Both the aerospace and the life sciences 
sectors produce state of the art techno-
logical devices such as enhanced robotic 
machinery, advanced instrumentation and 
innovative devices, all of which have similar 
supply chain challenges. Our support and 

expertise in time critical shipments proved 
extremely valuable in providing humani-
tarian relief shipments of temperature 
controlled pharmaceutical products as well 
as to supply support of emergency aircraft 
components and equipment for evacua-
tion for example. I feel that even though we 
are addressing two very different industry 
sectors, what is critical here is the team’s 
diverse logistics experience and how it is 
applied to produce an innovative solution 
resolving our client’s challenges’. 

‘We are very fortunate to have Nancy Mat-
thews driving the aerospace and life scienc-
es verticals at Crane Worldwide Logistics. 
With her significant knowledge of both 
the aerospace and life sciences sectors and 
over 30 years experience in supply chain, I 
am confident that her experience and that 
of her team will translate into unique tailor-
made solutions for our clients.’ comments 
Tim Zubradt, chief sales officer.

Executive Focus

Nancy Matthews 
Crane Worldwide Logistics 

AJW Group, a world leading specialist in the 
supply, exchange, repair and lease of commercial 
aircraft spare parts named Prashant Mohan as the 
new Regional VP Sales in the Middle East region.

Mohan will be based out of AJW’s UAE 
office in Dubai, and will report to Tom De 
Geytere, chief sales officer. A certified Man-
agement Accountant holding an Executive 
Masters in International Business, Prashant 
Mohan’s career spans over 17 years in the avi-
ation industry. He joins AJW Group from NAS 
Holding where he was Head of Engineering 
Business Finance for five years – a group role 
that covered Flynas, NasTech and NasJet.

Mohan says, “I am looking forward to 
playing an integral part in supporting and 
strengthening AJW’s growth by understand-
ing the challenges faced by current and pro-
spective customers in the Middle East region, 
and delivering their commercial needs by 
developing supply chain solutions.”

Christopher Whiteside, president and CEO, 
AJW Group, “As we continue to increase our 
focus within the Middle East, we are de-
lighted that Prashant has joined the business. 
His wealth of aviation expertise will serve our 
customers well as we continue to strengthen 
our customer service in this region.”

more than eight years in the interna-
tional audit practice and transaction 
services.

Anne-Bart Tieleman, CEO, comments, 
“I am delighted to welcome Evran to 
the team, where his mix of market 
knowledge and experience in the 
field will strengthen our business as 
we grow. Evran will be a great asset to 
TrueNoord as we expand within the 
regional aircraft leasing sector.”

Evran Tuzgol 
TrueNoord 
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MRO South Asia Summit 18 -19 January 2018 New Delhi, India
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Singapore Air Show 6-11, February 2018 Changi Exhibition Centre
MRO Americas 10-12, April, 2018 Orlando, FL, USA
AP&M Europe 29-31, May, 2018 London, UK
MRO Europe 16-18, October 2018 Amsterdam, Netherlands

MRO Asia-Pacific 13-15, November  2018 Singapore
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